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[The following letter announces the death of Lord Chancellor 
Egerton, who died at York House, m the Strand, on the pre- 
ceding 15th of March, after passing, step by step, to the highest 
honours of his profession He had been solicitor-general in 
1581 , attorney-general, 1584, master of the Rolls, 1593 , lord 
keeper and privy councillor, 1596 He enjoyed the confidence 
of Queen Elizabeth, who almost entirely left in his hands the 
suppression of Essex’s conspiracy James, also, appears to have 
entertained a high opinion of him ; created him Baion Ellesmere, 
and appointed him his lord chancellor, and offeied him, as we are 
told by Mr Chamberlain, higher distinctions, some of which were 
ultimately conferred upon his son Lord Ellesmere wrote two or 
three treatises on professional themes, which are still to be found 
in law libraries ] 

John Chamherlam^ Esq.^ to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, March 29, lbl7 

Since my last to you, I have received yours of the 1 0th 
of this present; and the very same day I wrote,’ the late 
lord chancellor left this world, being visited articulo 
mortis, or not full half an hour before, by the new lord 
keeper, with a message fiora his majesty that he meant 
presently to bestow on him the title of the Eail of Budge- 

^ 15th March 
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water, to make him president of the council, and give him 
a pension of 203000 a-year during his life. But he was so far 
past, that no words or woildly comforts could work with 
him ; but, only thanking his majesty for his gracious 
favour, said, these things were all to him but vanities. 
But his son, though he lay then (and so doth still), as it 
weie, bound hand and foot with the gout, yet did not 
neglect this fair offer of the earldom, but hath solicited it 
ever since with hopeful success at first, the king having 
given order for the warrant, yet it sticks now, I know not 
where, unless it be that he must give down more milk, 
though, if all be true that is said, J20,000 was a fair sop 
before. 

His father left a great estate, both in wealth and land ; 
2012,000 a-year is the least that is talked of, and some 
speak of much more Yet, withal, he left but an in- 
different name, being accounted too sour, severe, and 
implacable, a great enemy to Parliament and the common 
law, only to maintain his own greatness, and the exorbitant 
juiisdiction of his court of chancery. He gave ordei in 
his will to have no solemn funeral, no monument, but to 
be burred in oblivion, alleging the precedents of Seneca, 
Warham, Archbishop of Canterbury and chancellor, and 
Budeus, the learned Frenchman, who all took the like 
course; so that, yesterday, he was carried down very 
quietly into Cheshire, to be laid by his first wife* and his 
son ® One thing is much noted in his will, that he gives 
nothing to the poor or any chaiitable use, nor to any of 
his servants, nor very little to his grandchildren, but left 
all to his son. • 

Sir Edward Noel is newly made a baron,® by patent, 
which being a more easy way than by creation, or investi- 
ture, it IS doubted that in time we shall have more than 
enough He hath sold his manor of Dolby, in Leicester- 
shire, being his patrimony and dwelling, to the Earl of 
Buckingham for ^29,000, and lies in wait to buy barley 
of the Lady of Bedford, wheieon he hath lent money 
a&eady, and so plant himself altogether in Rutlandshire. 

^ Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Ravenscroft, of Bretton, in Flintshire, Esq 

s Sir Thomas Egerton s of Ridlmgton, in Rutland 
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The Lord Hay was the last wegk sworn of the council, 
at Royston, as I take it , and it is expected that the Earl 
of Montgomery shall not tarry long after him. The king 
is now at Lincoln, whither Mr. Vice-chamberlain went on 
Thursday, to take his leave for Spam, and it is generally 
bruited that he shall be made a viscount. 

The Lord Roos is come home, and gone to the king. 
The greatest matter I hear of his message is, that the 
King of Spam gave him a jewel of ^5000, and yet he 
will not gam by the bargain. The business with Spain 
goes on, they say, the king, queen, and prince, being very 
well affected to it, and commissioners appointed to con- 
sider of it, the lord keeper, lord treasurer, lord privy seal, 
Duke of Lennox, bishop of Ely, vice-chamberlam, chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and Sir Thomas Lake. The 
archbishop of Canterbury, Mr. Comptroller,! and Sir Ralph 
Win wood, are excepted and left out, as openly opposite. 

At the parting from the king at Huntingdon, Secretary 
Win wood was appointed to be at Edinburgh the 20 th of 
July. He hath lately gotten the keeping of Ditton Park, 
to him and his heirs male, and ^500 for his charges in 
reparations and alterations since his coming to it. 

The Virginian woman, whose picture I sent you, died 
this last week, at Gravesend, as she was leturning home- 
ward. Our prentices that committed the disorders on 
Shrove Tuesday have been arraigned and acquitted for 
their lives, but found guilty of a foul riot, and some of 
them fined in sums they can never pay, and to imprison- 
ment for a year, two, or three, accoiding to the greatness 
of their offence. 

Sir Walter Raleigh took his leave, yesternight, of Mr. 
Seeretaiy, and goes this morning towards Dover, where he 
hopes to find his ship, though his followers are yet m the 
river, and make no great haste after him. He makes away 
with all the speed he can, for fear of a countermand, by 
reason of some message brought by the Lord Roos, and 
of Mr. Vice-chamberlain’s going to court now his friends 
be away. And it is observed, that the prince is no friead 

* Sir Thomas Edmondes 

B 2 
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to the journey,' but hindered the queen from going to see 
his ship, as she had appointed on Wednesday last. God 
knows, there needs no such great woiking to oveithrow 
the voyage. For aught I can understand, I fear he doth 
but go, as children are w'ont to tell their tales, to seek his 
fortune. 

I had almost forgotten, that on Monday, the 27th of 
this month, being the king’s day, the archbishop of 
Canterbury, the loid keeper, lord piivy seal, the Earl of 
Arundel, the Earl of Southampton, the Loid Hay, thq 
comptroller. Secretary Winwood, the master of the Rolls, 1 
with divers other great men, were at Paul’s Cioss, and 
heard Donne, who made there a dainty sermon upon tlie 
11th verse of the 22d of Pioverbs, and was exceedingly 
well liked generally, the rather for that he did Queen 
Elizabeth great right, and held himself close to the text, 
without flattering the time too much. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, April 6, 161 •? 

I am so ill stored of anything worthy of your reading, 
that I had not written this week, but that Mr. Sherburn 
told me, two days since, that auditor Stanley, his father- 
in-law, IS lately dead, who, being bound to you in JlOOO 
for his true and just dealing, you will do well to bethink 
yourself what course you will take hereafter with him, 
and what secmity you demand and expect. I perceive, 
by his speeches, that he can hardly procure any one 
sufiicient friend for so great a sum, but makes account of 
five or six several men, if need be, for £l00 apiece; or 
eke you may, from time to time, appoint him wheie to 
dispose or deliver your moneys so soon as they come to 
his hands. He told me, withal, that some friends of his, 
without his privity, had recommended him to the new lord 
keeper’s service, who, having accepted of him, he could 
not refuse or start back. I had an inkling of such a 
miitter about the beginning of the week, that he was seen 

' He -was no friend to Raleigh, we believe, simply because his brother had been 
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much about my lord, and that he»was toward him. But, 
for aught I can learn, he is but at large, and says it shall 
be no way to the prejudice of your service to have some 
dependence on him, who may stand him in stead for the 
place he pretends at York, and, as occasion serves, further 
him in anything that may concern you or your afiPairs. 

Sir John Bennet set forth, yesterday, toward Margate, 
accompanied, besides his two sons and young Sir Henry 
Butler, by Dr Duck, and Mr Brent, who means to take 
fte Hague in his return ; and from him you may have the 
l^hole story, whatsoever the journey affords. On Sunday, 
Sir John Bennet invited the Lord Hay, Mr. Comptroller,^ 
and Mr. Secretary, to a poor, pitiful supper, if all were as 
Sir Thomas Edmondes related it to me, the next night, 
at Mr Secretary’s, and as John West confirmed it ; who, 
poor man, was extremely sorry to see him invite such 
friends, to shame himself, and to make show what a hand 
his wife had over him. The Lady Winwood was solemnly 
invited, but had no stomach to go. 

Since the king’s going hence, the council have been at 
good leisure to go a feasting ; so that, beginning with the 
bishop of London, the 24th of the last month, they were 
on Tuesday bountifully entertained by the master of the 
Rolls,® and are to be the 8th of this present with the 
archbishop of Canterbury, and so forward as it falls out. 
This day the king goes to Newark. 

The Lord Hay is yet here, plotting where to get his two 
barons the king hath bestowed upon him, whereof Sir 
Edward Carr of Lincolnshire is named to be one. Aber- 
crolhbie, a dancing, Scottish courtier, hath gotten, likewise, 
the making of two Irish barons. And the dignity of 
baronets is not yet become so bare, but that are lately 
come in one Egerton, of Cheshire, and Townshend,® of 
Norfolk. 

The speech goes, that the Lord Compton is in a fair 
way to be made Earl of Northampton. Here is a suspicion 

^ Sir Thomas Edmondes ^ Sir J aims Caesar 

^ Roger, who died January I, 1636 He was the eldest son of Sir John Towns- 
hend, who tought the duel on horseback, on Houn^low Heath, with Sir Matthew 
Brown, which ended m the death of both combatants 



THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


6 

that the old Countess Pembroke ^ is married to Dr. 
Lister, that was with her at Spa This week, Sir Michael 
Dormer sent me a legacy, bequeathed by his lady, which 
was a purse, with forty fair Edward shillings. The lord 
keeper removes this week to Dorset House, wheieof he 
hath the use, gratis, till Michaelmas. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, April 19, 1617 

About this day sevennight, I received your letter of the 
last of March, which was some days after I had written to 
your brother, Carleton, to see what might be done about 
Sir Michael Dormer’s antique heads, and I doubt not but 
you shall understand from him what they are and of what 
esteem. He wrote to me upon occasion of conveying his 
last letter to you, and would fain tempt me to a journey 
to the Spa with him, being lately overtaken with an infir- 
mity, which he suspects to be the stone, but, I thank God, 
I feel no inclination to that disease. And though I did, 
yet I should be twice advised before I adventured on that 
cure at his age ; for I do verily think it overthrew Sir 
Rowland Lytton, for he did even sensibly decay presently 
upon his return thence, both m body and minL It may 
prove well with younger folks that have stronger stomachs 
and a firm constitution, but I have no belief in it for elder 
people. But it may be a good errand for him as well as 
for his health to visit you in his return. His son is not 
gone with the king, as he was borne in hand he should, 
which, in mine opinion, falls out never the worse for him, 
seeing that by staying he makes at least a saving bargain. 

The king is this day at Durham ; and, if their weather be 
answerable to ours here, as they say it is worse, they have 
but a cold, comfortless journey, more than the king him- 
self goes on very cheerfully, and is very much fallen m 
love with the country about Lincoln, so that he means 
henceforward to spend the greater part of the winter 
mere. At Worksop, m Nottinghamshiie, he dated a pro- 

J Mary, danghter of Sir Edward Sidney, sister of Sir Philip Sidney She lived 
to a great age dying September 25, 1621 
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clamation, that came forth this lyeek, that all gentlemen 
of quality should leave this town, and repair to their own 
habitations. 

The greatest part of the prime Scots are here still, and 
make no great haste homeward, which perhaps may be for 
want of moyens, as they call it, to carry them along and 
show themselves in equipage among their country-folks. 
Indeed, for all these sums of money that have been bor- 
rowed, we are still m great straits, and payments are made 
very slowly, even where there is great need , so that it 
comes well to pass that you have gotten your provision, 
though Burlamachi have a brunt of hard words, and were 
shrewdly shant for it But I marvel how we shall do 
hereafter, when upon such a flush we are already come to 
so low an ebb. But now gifts and daily warrants, under 
the privy signet, do alter the course of orderly payments, 
and disorder all. 

John Murray, tarrying behind to fill the piivy purse, is 
in danger to tarry here still, being very sick, if not dead. 
The Lord Hunsdon ^ died some ten days since, and we heai 
the like of the Lord Audley, alias Earl of Castlehaven,^ 
in Ireland, as likewise Sir Charles Cavendish,® and one 
Warre, a towardly lawyer, that was drowned coming from 
an island he had purchased in the Severn. 

One Drope, of Magdalen College, is called in question 
for a sermon at Paul’s Cross, on Sunday was fortnight, 
wherein, out of the Proverbs, amongst other things, he 
would prove that kings might steal as well as meaner men, 
both by borrowing and not paying, and by laying un- 
leasonable and undue impositions upon their subjects.* 

I know not whether I wrote you that one Onlay, a 
young dancing reveller, of the Temple, resorting much to 
Sir Richard Farmer’s lady, that lies here in town, with a 
pocket pistol, charged, it so fell out (whether by mischance 
or otherwise), that she shot him through, of which hurt he 
died on Monday last, after he had lam eight or nine days. 

^ Su John Carey, warden of the East Marches, towards Scotland, third 

^ George louchet He had lately been created an earl 

* Father of Sir William, eventually Earl, Ma'^quis, and Duke of Newcastle, the 
great Royalist commander in the Civil Wais 

^ A sermon very much called for 
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The coronei’s inquest gaye up a doubtful verdict; so that, 
being earned to the Marshalsea, she was bailed thence by 
the Earl of Argyle,* that married her sister,® Sir William 
Sands, another of her brothers’ -in-law, and Sir Basil 
Brooke. 

Here is speech of a blazing star that hath been seen this 
sevennight ; though I be usually late enough abroad, yet 
it hath not been my luck to light upon it. 

On Thuisday night, Mr. Comptroller remembered your 
health at Mr. Secretary’s, where he made us stay supper 
for him till almost nine o’clock. 

Yesternight, Mr. Secretary told us great news, that the 
Marquis d’Anore should be stabbed in the king’s chamber, 
and by his commandment. But, because the news came 
not ftom the fountain, but only from Calais, I know not 
what ciedit to give it, seeing that we have so many idle 
tales here at home, as it was geneially bruited here the 
last week, that the Earl of Buckingham should be dead 
suddenly. The like of my Lord Rich and the Lord Chief 
Justice Montague, who indeed, a pretty while after that 
rumour, fell sick at Exeter, and was in great danger. But 
they say he is recovered, and no doubt will recover many 
slanders that would have run of him if he had died, as 
specially one much spoke of by occasion of a captain or 
master cutpurse executed here the last week, who had 
been often in prison and often reprieved, and gave out 
before his death, that he had been a good milch cow to 
Dixon, his man, and him, when he was recorder, and that 
he had yielded £200 a-year between them for diveis years. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Bit Dvdley Carleton. 

London, May 10, 1617 

The Easter-week, I made a journey to Ware Park, and 
visited your friends at Gilston, being not far off, at the 
christening of my Lady Fanshawe’s daughter’s son. The 
grandfather of the child is sheiiff of the shire, vhich made 

1 t^rchibald, seventh earl, who had served with reputation in the wars of Spain 
He died in 16-^8 

2 Anne, daughter of Sir William Cornwallis, of Brome, in Suffolk, the earl’s 
second wife 
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the assembly the greater; and a<»glad man he was to see 
such hope of heirs, having before but one son. We came 
to town after the old manner, the day before term ; and 
the lather to see the new lord keeper * ride in pomp to 
Westminster, as he did the next day, accompanied by most 
of the council and nobility, with other gallants, to thenumber 
of more than 200 horse, besides the judges and inns of court. 
There is a great deal more bravery and better show of 
horse than was expected in the king’s absence ; but both 
queen and prince sent all their followers, and his other 
friends did their best to honour him. He made a speech 
in Chancery ; the substance of which was of some reforma- 
tion in that court, not without glancing at his predecessor, 
whose beginnings he professed he would follow ; but ex- 
cepted against some of his later courses ; yet would not 
undo anything he had done He pleased himself much in 
the flouiishiiig of the law; and [lemarked] that great 
lawyers’ sons have the way to succeed their fathers ; in- 
stancing in himself, Mr. Attorney-Geneial,^ Solicitor.® * * 
The gieatest part of his tram dined with him that day, 
which dinner cost him, as is generally reported, 18700. 
Wherein he followed not his pattern, whom he seemed so 
much to approve. For, dining the week before with the 
rest of the council at Secretary Winwood’s, besides all 
other good words and commendations of that entertain- 
ment, both he and the Fail of Worcester, whose turns 
came to feast next, sent to entreat to have the bill of 
cates and the same cooks. But sure, for aught I can 
learn since I came, the expense of that dinner was in no 
sort proportionate to that sum. And one thing was then 
well remembered — to invite the Aichbishop of Spalato, 
which hath so continued ever since. But now the primm 
motor of this feasting, Mr. Comptroller,^ is taking his 
leave of this town, and sets out this day towards France, 
carrying letters of congratulation from the king for the good 
issues of the late blow there, which is so geneially allowed 
that he is held for more than half Spanish that doth any way 
contiadict it, and so much, m a manner, in plain terns, <fid 

* Bacon ^ Sir Henry Yelverton * Mr Coventry 

^ Sir Thomas Edmondes 



10 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


Mr. Comptroller tell Mn Vice-Chamberlain, in good com- 
pany, as they were in dispute of it, and hut for Mr. Secre- 
tary, it was doubted they had pioceeded further. But 
sure all cards cast as the game lay, there was no other 
play ; for, as the king was hampered by his mother and her 
instruments, there was no other way to untie the knot, 
but to cut it, and so despatch all en un coup. I must 
confess it is de mauvais exemple ; but necessity hath no 
law, if salus populi be suprema lex, in this case, salus 
regis was included too, and we see that the success hitherto 
doth even, as it were, visibly crown this work. Once 
Mr. Comptroller hath order to tell Monsieur Vitri that he 
hath a happy hand. 

On Easter-Monday, all the council went to the Spital 
Sermon, and dined with the lord mayor ; but the day I 
went out of town I heard that Dr. Page,* that made the 
sermon, was committed for speaking too broadly against 
the Spanish match. I know not how to procure a copy of 
Dr. Donne’s sermon if it come not in print, but I will 
inquire after it. 

Our ’prentices, or unruly people, had cast out many 
cartels and libels, as they meant to do some strange matters 
on May-day, and did animate one another by all ways they 
could. But there was so good order taken to repress them, 
that they durst not adventure. 

Sir Maurice Berkley is lately dead, and as I hear, far 
indebted. Sir John Poultney, and Sir Drue Drury, aie 
gone the same way. The king is now at Berwick, and the 
next week will be at Edinburgh. I hear that the Archbi- 
shop of York (or, at leastwise, his wife) hath obtained of ‘the 
king, that their son, Tobie Matthew, may return , but yet 
so that he is to be under some restraint. I hear, likewise, 
that Mr. William Becher, upon Mr. Comptroller’s return, 
shall reside as agent in France till another ambassador be 
thought upon. 

I have not seen Mr Sherburn since my coming to town, 
btit when we meet I will confer with him about your busi- 
ness Indeed, I have not been much in my wonted walks, 
but by reason Mr Secretary is at so good leisure, I am most 

> Probably Samuel Page, Vicar of Deptford, m Kent, an eminent preacher 
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there. On Wednesday night, he nSade a feast to Mr. Comp- 
troller, for his farewell, which held us till after midnight, 
and had no guests but those he named. I have not seen 
a finer supper for so little a company, there being no more 
but the Lady of Arundel, the Lady Grey ^ of Rutlien, the 
Lady Windsor, the Lady Wood, his little daughter. Sir 
Horace Vere, Sir Thomas Tracy, and myself. The next 
day we went to Highgate, and yesternight late we parted 
with him, being to take his leave of the queen to-day, in 
his way. She threatened to make him a feast, but he 
goes in such haste that he cannot tarry for it. The lord 
treasurer ^ hath been at none of these feasts, but tells that 
at his return he will have it altered into suppers, and then 
he vnU make one, for he dines not. 


Str Dudley Carleton to John Chamherlatn, Esq. 

Hague, March 10-20, i616-l'7 ^ 

The light course for the States-General in their reli- 
gious disputes, would be a Synod asking the advice of 
their Reformed Churches. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, May 19-29, 161 7 

Now at length we are in hope to recover land by the 
help of a Synod, which with much importunity the States 
of Holland have taken into deliberation, after many years 
rejecting the same. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, May 24, 1617 

Your letter of the 7th of this present came to my hands 
on Monday last by your man, whom I have not seen since, 
nor Mr. Sherburn many a day. It seems he makes good 
use of his service, that he is so doubly diligent, or else 
perhaps seeing the disputes ’twixt his lord and our g«?od 

1 Susan, sister and heir to Henry Grey, Earl of Kent, and wife of Sir Michael 
Longueville, Knight 

* Earl of Suffolk ® This date is according to both styles 
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friend daily to increase, die abstains of purpose. For I can 
make no other construction, being not far out of his way 
as he goes outward or homeward. 

I cannot yet bethink myself of any fit man for your 
turn but Mr. Pory, who hath leisure enough for aught I 
know ; and not long since he had a meaning to make a 
journey to you, and desired I would procure him a packet, 
or some other employment, to bear his charge I did 
what he required ; but either he hath changed his mind, 
or else he is not so hasty as he made show of, for he speaks 
no more of it. I have not seen him since I received your 
letter, but when I do, I will spur him to the journey, with- 
out any word of what you have written, and when you 
have him there, you may do with him as you see cause. 
In the mean time, if I can light on any other, I will give 
you notice 

Mr Brent arrived here this week with his charge, young 
Sir H. Butler, who is to overtake Mr. Vice-Chancellor and 
go with him into Spain, which may prove a good voyage 
for him in curing the disease of drinking, which, as young 
as he IS, they say he is much given to. Sir Edward Con- 
way, and Sir Edward Bird, the doctor, are returned out 
of Jersey, whither they were employed to compound the 
difference ’twixt the governor and the inhabitants They 
have not yet made their relation, but I hear they approve 
St. Sauveur for a very honest man. 

Mr Tobie Matthew is come, and was last night at Mr. 
Secretary’s, who called me out of the garden into his gal- 
lery to salute him He used him kindly, and dealt earnestly 
with him to take the oath of allegiance ; but, as far ^s I 
could conceive, it was lost labour , though he told him 
that, without doing it, he is verily of opinion that the king 
will not endure him long here. But, perhaps, he presumes 
upon the lord keeper’s favour, which indeed is very great 
now at first, if it continue, for he lodgeth him in Yoik 
House, and carries him the next week along with him to 
his house at Gorhambuiy, near St. Albans. 

'The rest of the council go likewise, every one their own 
way; saving good words, the king gave them thanks for 
their forwardness in this loan of 00,000, which he bor- 
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rowed of the city, though it be not yet raised ; but it must 
be done miens nolens, and they call in very mean men to 
help to bear the burthen. Sir Noel Carew bath likewise 
made offer of i820,000, from the strangeis of the Nether- 
lands ; J06O,OOO there is made underhand of jewels, and 
the farmers are engaged for s850,000. Other provisions 
there be, yet it is feared all will scant serve. 

There were two christenings in the chapel at Whitehall 
this week ; the first on Tuesday, of a son of the Lord 
Haddington’s, where the king, the Earl of Southampton, 
and the Countess of Bedford, were gossips. The other on 
Thursday, of a son of the Lady Fielding’s,^ sister to the 
Earl of Buckingham, who was partner with the king and 
the same Lady of Bedford in that business. 

The king this week compounded the controversy ’twixt 
the Earls of Cumberland and Dorset in this manner : that 
Cumberland should enjoy the lands in suit, paying =620,000 
to Dorset in two years, or, if the Countess of Dorset® 
should outlive her husband and molest her kinsman, that 
Dorset hath bound sufficient lands for her repayment. 
Two dayssince the king gave the Lady Walsingham® iBlOOO, 
for what service I know not. 

This day was appointed to set forward for Scotland, but 
because it falls out this year, forsooth, to be a dismal day, 
the king, queen, and prince, removed yesterday to Theo- 
balds On Monday, the queen accompanies him to Ware, 
and then returns. The pnnce, lord treasurer, and Secre- 
tary Winwood, go so far as Huntingdon. It is set down 
that Mr Secretary should follow into Scotland about the 
middle of May, if no alteration come in the mean time. 

We have little out of Scotland since the king’s being 
there, only here is an idle report, that the King of Den- 
mark should be come thither 

Some speech there is likewise, how the burghers of 
Edinburgh received him in scarlet gowns, and more than 
100 in velvet coats and chains of gold, and 300 musketeers 

1 Susan, married to Sir William Fielding, created Viscount Fielding m 1620, a^d 
Earl of Denbigh in 1622 

2 Anne, daughter of George Clifford, Earl of Cumberland, and wife of Richard 
Earl of Dorset 

3 Widow of Sir Francis 
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in white satin doublets velvet hose, and that they pre- 
sented him with 10,000 marks in gold. But these things, 
it is like, you shall have sooner there than we, for the king 
hath given order for cherries and other fiuit to come over 
to him from those paits, as being the shorter cut. 


Str Dudley Carkton to John Chambetlain^ Esq. 

Hague, June 3-13, 1617 

Mr. Morton passed this way on Monday last from Hei- 
delberg, to find the king in Scotland ; which errand he 
hath picked out of a letter from Fabritio, wherein he 
advertiseth some matter of danger to the king’s person, 
and withal hath sent a ceitain Jesuit of Milan into Eng- 
land as the discoverer, whereof at Heidelberg they have 
reason to inquire after the news 

My Lady Bennet would not vouchsafe, all the while she 
was in Holland, nor yet on going or coming to Amsterdam, 
to visit the Hague ; but she had seen enough of that good 
town, though she was in a nest of hornets, as she told, her 
friends and kindred, by reason of the boys and wenches, who 
much wondered at her huge farthingales and fine gowns, 
and saluted her at every turn of the street with their 
usual caresses of Hoore I hoore ! And she was more ex- 
posed to view, because, when she would go closely in 
a covered waggon about the town, she could not, be- 
cause there was no possible means to hide half her 
farthingale. 

Mr. Trumbull writes me, he is like speedily to be called 
away, and no more to be sent in his place ; which I s b;i11 
be no gladder of, than the cardinal’s muleteer was when 
his master was made Pope, because my work will be the 
more to write news of that side likewise, of which I so 
well discharged. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

^ Hague, June 12-22, 161? 

I would gladly hear what is become of Mr. Pory, from 
whom I heard often, until I answered his last letter, and 
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never after. Mr. Toby Matthew, Jbeing crazy at Louvain, 
goeth to the Spa before he lay hold of his leave to go into 
England. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, JEsq. 

Hague, July 7, 1617 

I remember an answer of Count Maurice to the Count 
de Bougney ; who being prisoner, and passing upon the 
Rhine with his excellency, “ Ces revilres,” said he, “ vous 
servent bien de remyarts .” — “ Et vous d’excuse 

The world is much confused in conjecture at Fabritio’s 
late despatches, which strangers write hither out of his let- 
ters to his fnends, are matters of the greatest moment that 
ever legatus peregre missus, &c., sent to his pnnee. 

Mr. Brent finds himself too far spent in the world to 
wait for an after harvest, and flatters himself much with 
the hopes of ray Lord Buckingham, whose kinsman, young 
Sir H. Butler, he hath here in his charge Colwell is laid 
up of the sciatica, so as I must look about me for some 
fit man, whose pen and head I may use for my own ease. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, July 5, 16 17 

The bulk of this packet will promise somewhat at first 
sight, but it hath nothing more than your ovm store, for 
the which I return you many thanks, assuring you they 
have been as private, saving to myself, as if they had been 
in your own custody ; and indeed a man shall understand 
more by one of them than by twenty Fabritios,* who still 
antiquum obtinet, and cannot leave his old custom of 
posting things over to the next courier, which commonly 
proves Tom Long, the carrier ; for I never knew him yet 
discharge any debt that way, though he promised round 
things to somebody else besides you, which I came to see 
by chance, being present at the receipt ; but hitherto, for 
aught I can learn, they neither appear round nor square, 
but flat farlies and idle conceits. 

^ Sir Henry Wotton 
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Within the compass o£ three days I received your letters 
of the 13th and 22nd of the last month, and am sorry to 
see myself so unfurnished to requite the least part. Mr, 
Secretary’s journey into Scotland is in suspense till he 
hear thence again ; and though he be prepared and have 
all in readiness to set forth on Monday next, yet it will 
come well to pass if he may avoid it. It is as well in 
other respects as for the weather, which, for these four 
or five weeks, hath been so immoderately wet, with so 
many great floods, that all hay and grass in lower grounds 
IS quite spoiled, and if God send us not better weather 
the sooner, com will likewise be endangered And withal, 
I see not to what great purpose his journey can be, the 
king being already gone from Edinburgh, not to return 
thither again, but taking a progress further into the land, 
to come about by the west coast of Scotlansl to Carlisle, 
where he makes account to be about the beginning of 
August. 

About a fortnight since the Lord Zouch took a voyage 
thither in a pinnace from Dover, but whether he arrived 
before the king’s departure we hear not, neither what was 
done in their parliament, being by all likelihood very little, 
else should we have had more noise I have seen the 
king’s speech the first day of their session, which was nei- 
ther so long nor, in my judgment, so accurate as he was 
wont. I had only a sight of it, being hastily called for 
before I could run it quite over. 

Most of our English are retired towards Carlisle till the 
king’s coming, and some are returned hither this week, as 
the Earls of Southampton, Montgomery, and the Loid 
Hay, who will use all possible means to get the Earl of 
Northumberland’s good will with his daughter, and to 
have the J20,000 he promised her, if she would be ruled 
by him. But he may cast his cap at that, seeing him so 
incensed not only against her, but against his fair Lady of 
Somerset, for procuring and persuading of that match, 
that they came to bad terms, and no better than to call 
her bawd, and young bawd. 

There was some buzzing, tow'ard m Scotland, ’twixt the 
Earl of Montgoraeiy and the Lord Walden, about a dis- 
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pute of an ape’s tail ; but the ms^tter was prevented, and 
the quarrel taken up by the king’s authority There is 
some great unkindness grown, I know not how, ’twixt the 
great seal and our good friend ; * so far forth, that fault 
was found for want of good manners, and for keeping no 
better distance as they sat in commission for the queen, 
who IS very gracious to our friend, and none so great there 
as he now. 

Divers of our merchants have been, and are, very back- 
ward in the late loan of money, and cannot be drawm by 
persuasion to lay down that they are rated at; so that, 
having been often before the council, there is, lastly, order 
taken to send some of the most refractory with letters 
into Scotland, to give there a reason for their refusal. 

Sir John Digby went this week westward, towards Spam, 
but with so little speed, that he means to stay a month or 
five weeks at Sherbourn. He carrieth many precious wishes 
with him ; but I dare not say, as his lady doth, that all 
good folks pray for the success of that business. 

Sir Walter Raleigh hath met with a tempest at sea, 
that hath dispersed and scattered his ships, whereof one 
was driven almost to Bristol. Himself and some otheis 
are in several ports of Ireland. He had seven ships and 
three pinnaces, the whole adventure of him and his 
followers being near £37,000, whereof £14,000 for 
his own account, as I saw under his own hand. God 
speed him, and send him a better voyage than I even 
hope for ! 

The Earl of Oxford hath written from Venice for leave to 
raise men here for that State. How he shall speed I know 
not yet ; but, no doubt, the Lord Dingwall will cross it 
all he can with the king, for the discontent he took in that 
business. 

The Archbishop of Spalato went to the commencement, 
and perhaps means as much to Oxford, if the weather 
hinder not. Four of his ten books are very shortly coming 
forth. I would he had some more certainty of provision ; 
but 1 hear, how truly I know not, that we aie likely t6 
have him preach shortly in the Italian Chuich at Mercers’ 

^ Secretary Win wood 
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Chapel, whicli were too jauch abasing to do it ordinarily, 
unless he desire it. 

Dr. Burgess preached at Paul’s Cross on Sunday, where 
Mr. Secretary and his lady were present, and as great an 
auditory as hath been seen there ; but whatsoever other 
men say, for my part I can discover nothing so extraor- 
dinary in him but opinion. There is a business of a son- 
in-law of his at the Hague, wherein I think you will be 
moved to assist him with your favour. Whatsoever you 
shall please to do for him will be well bestowed, as well 
in regard of himself as his friends that wish him well, 
specially the Lady Winwood and the Lady Vere, with 
whom he is very potent. 

Mrs. Palmer, the Lady Garrett’s daughter, is lately 
dead in childbed. The Lady Wainman hath likewise left 
Sir Richard a widower. His eldest son lately married the 
Lady Wmwood’s middle niece. The youngest is assured 
to Sir Thomas Denton’s son ; and this week the match was 
concluded for the eldest with Sir John Packing ton’s son. 
Sir Alexander Hampden, her uncle, assuring ^1200 land 
a-year upon her. There be great wars betwixt Sir John 
and his lady, who sues him in the high commission, where, 
by his own wilfulness, she hath some advantage of him, 
and keeps him in pnson. But the lord keeper deals very 
honourably in the matter, which, though he could not 
compound, being referred to him, yet he carries himself so 
indifferently that he wisheth her to yield, and tells her, 
plainly and publicly, that she must look for no counte- 
nance from him, as long as she follows this course. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Svr Dvdley Carleton. 

London, July 17, 1617 

In my last, I remember I wrote that Mr. Comptroller was 
to go forward toward France that day I sent mine to 
^ou, and so, indeed, went as far as Greenwich. But the 
queen would not let him depart till she had feasted biTn 
the day following. Most of the council keep there about 
her, saving such as have necessary attendance at the term. 
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and these come still on Saturday Slight, and tarry Sunday. 
The lest are only absent on Star Chamber days, which 
have been few or none this term, or not past once at most, 
by reason of the lord keeper’s indisposition, which hath 
greatly hindered that court and the chancery, and, if it 
should continue, would much disturb the whole course of 
Westminster Hall and the council table, wheie matters of 
greatest moment are still put off, and reserved till he may 
be present. His infii mity is given out to be the gout, and 
the greatest harm or sense he hath of it is in the heel ; 
and sometimes he takes pleasuieto flout and play with his 
disease, which, he says, hath changed the whole covetous 
course, and is become ambitious, for never beggar had the 
gout but he. But, in truth, the general opinion is, that 
he hath so tender a constitution, both of body and mind, 
that he will hardly be able to undergo the burthen of so 
much business as his place requires ; and that, if he do not 
rouse and force himself beyond his natural inclination, 
both private subjects and the commonwealth will suffer 
much. 

On Monday, Sir John Denham was sworn a baron of the 
exchequer, in the room of Altham ; and Sergeant Hutton 
a judge of the common pleas, in place of Nicol; and Sir 
William Jones, of Lincoln’s Inn, sworn chief justice of 
Ireland. 

On Saturday last, the Lord Hobart, arguing in the 
exchequer chamber in the matter of eom/inendam,. Sir 
Roger Owen, being piesent, was so ravished with the 
argument that he fell stark mad, though, indeed, he was 
noted to be crazy and distempered before. The physicians 
have him in hand, and are not out of hope to recover him, 
but his friends make all the means they can for the saving 
of his estate, which, in this catching world, is in danger to 
be begged. 

This year hath been observed to be very fatal to divers 
of our prime Parliament men, as to Sir Henry Neville, 
Sir Maurice Beikley, Sir Roger Owen, and Sir Herbert 
Crofts, who, they say, is secretly shrunk over into France, 
his estate being so weakened and wasted, as now a good 
while he hath been driven to hide his head, and play least 
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in fight Others I have# heard named, likewise, which are 
out of my remembrance 

On Tuesday, the Lady Farmer was arraigned at the 
King’s Bench for killing of Onley. The case was like to 
go hard with her, and so was put off till this next week, 
and then, perhaps, till the next teim, and so, like enough, 
till the king’s coming 

The Lord Coke and his lady bath gieat wais at the 
council-table. I was there on Wednesday, but, by reason 
of the loid keeper’s absence, theie was nothing done. What 
passed yesterday 1 know not yet ; but the first time, she 
came accompanied with the Lord Burghley and his lady, 
the Lord Danvers, the Lord Denny, Sir Thomas Howard 
and his lady, with I know not how many more, and de- 
claimed bitterly against him, and so carried herself, that 
divers said Burbage^ could not have acted better. Indeed, 
it seems he hath carried himself very simply (to say no 
more) in divers matters, and no doubt he shall be sifted 
thoroughly, for the king is much incensed against him, 
and, by his own weakness, he hath lost those few friends 
he had. 

The Earl of Northumberland could not divert his 
daughter, Lucy, from the Lord Hay, for, while he had her 
in the Tower, giving her leave daily to visit the Lady of 
Someiset, thereby to have the better access himself, the 
matter was so plotted that, where he thought he had her 
safest, there he lost her, and so was fain to send her away, 
seeing he could prevail no more with her. Her mother 
would not receive her neither, so that she retired to her 
sister at Baynard’s Castle, and, since the Loid Hay’s going 
into Scotland, continues at the wardiobe, he having left 
her ^2000 for her maintenance till his return 

The old Bishop of Durham® is at last dead, indeed, since 
the king’s being there, and we hear the Bishop of Lincoln® 
IS his successor. 

The next day, being all convented before the council, 
she^ was sequestered to Mr. Attorney, and, yesterday, upon 


^ Richard Barbage, the famous actor, and friend of Shakspeare, eminent for per- 
forming the part of King Richard the Third 

i^Br Wilham James ®Dr Richard Neile ^ Lady Coke’s daughter 
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^ palliated agreement ’twixt Sif Edward Coke and his 
lady, she was sent to Hatton House, with order that the 
Lady Compton and her son should have access to win her 
and wear her. It were a long story to tell all the pas- 
sages of this business, which hath furnished Paul’s and 
this town very plentifully the whole week. The Lord. 
Coke was in great danger to be committed for disobeying 
the council’s order, for abusing his warrant, and for the 
violence used in breaking open the doors ; to all which he 
gave reasonable answers, and, for the violence, will justify 
it by law, though orders be given to prefer a bill against 
him in the Star Chamber He and his friends complain 
of hard measure from some of the greatest at that board, 
and that he was too much trampled upon with ill lan- 
guage. And our friend passed not Scot-free for the 
warrant, which the greatest theie said was subject to a 
pt (mmmre, and, withal, told the Lady Compton that they 
wished well to her and her sons, and would be ready to 
serve the Earl of Buckingham with all true aifection, 
whereas others did it out of faction and ambition. Which 
words glancing directly at our good friend, he was driven 
to make his apology, and to show how it was put upon 
him, from time to time, by the queen and the other 
parties ; and, for conclusion, showed a letter of approba- 
tion of all his courses from the king, making the whole 
table judge what faction or ambition appeared in this 
carriage, ad quod twn fuvt responstvm. And, indeed, 
hitherto I do not see in all these oppositions, but that he 
maintains his giound, and goes away with general applause. 
But hino tttcB laclwymm, that they doubt the Lord Coke’s 
rising by this match, and his coming again among them, 
and, therefore, would either hinder it, or have the thank 
to contrive it But if it be, as is said, both mother and 
daughter are far enough from it, and have another aim at 
a younger son* of the lord treasurer’s. 

Sir Lionel Cranfield hath buned his lady, and we hear 
that old Secietary Herbeit is dead in Wales. 

1 Probably Sir Robert Howard, knight of the Bath, who was afterwards prose- 
cuted for his gallantries with the young lady, when wife of Sir John Vilhoib, 
Viscount Purbeck 
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The Archbishop o£ Spalato is returned from Oxford, 
very well satisfied with both our universities and their 
exercises. 

Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, July 18-28, 1617 

The world is full of casting and inquiring touching 
Fabritio’s great affair; he having published' by his letters 
and messengers, as well abroad as at home, that it is the 
greatest that ever was sent into England, which Sir Noel 
Carew hath by this last post adveitised his masters , but, 
withal, that a ceitam Italian, on whom the business chiefly 
depends, is kept at Greenwich until the king’s return, 
which makes him conclude it cannot be so great a matter 
as it IS made, since it can stay and attend at so good 
leisure. 

Toby Matthew hath written unto me, that the earnest- 
ness of his friends in England hath drawn him from his 
intended journey to the Spa, and that m all haste he then 
sets forwards towards England, which was the 8-18 of 
this present You have great part in his letter, and in 
these words “ Another suit I have to make to your lord- 
ship is, that you will seriously intreat your good, wise 
friend, Mr. Chamberlain, to let me clearly and infinitely 
know, from time to time, what errors I shall be thought 
to commit in my behaviour, that 1 may mend that ere it 
be too late. It is not in matters of my conscience that I 
make him my judge, or therein to trouble himself, but in 
matters of my conversation, whereof he will be sure to hear 
much, and I know can judge discreetly, and I much desire 
to profit by his good counsel.*’ Hcec ilk > 

I am sorry for our friend’s eithei fortune or condition 
to be buckling with great persons. It makes me think of 
a Spanish fable, and, thereupon, a proverb, that a pillar 
and a pitcher being fallen out, a good honest pipkin, being 
a friend to the pitcher, gave this wise counsel. Sz le 
piedra faze mal al Caraffo, mal por el Caraffo s% el 
Caraffo paie mal a la ptedra, mal por el Ca/t'affo ' So 
as there is no good comes either way. 

Mr Burges’s son-in-law, whom you recommend, if i* be 
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Mr. Amys, knows he may promises himself any courtesy at 
my hands, though we complain of him here, in this time of 
differences and disputes, for leaving us so long like a shep- 
herd-flock. We have our church free again to ourselves, 
whereby there is greater note of his absence ; and in this 
regard, not knowing whether we should see him here 
again, whereof some made doubt, I have been fain to write 
to some of my friends for a household chaplain. 

I have seen many of the Scottish poems upon the king’s 
entertainment in Edinburgh, which are, in my conceit, but 
ordinary stuff. 


i/oM Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, August 9, 1617 

This week I received your letter of the 18th of the last, 
by Martin the post, together with my lady’s dainty token, 
which was nothing impaired by the searcher’s rudeness in 
breaking open the box. 

I come newly from Ditton, whither Mr. Secretary 
carried me, and kept me ten or twelve days, though him- 
self made no long stay there at any time, but was still 
going and coming, as occasions called him. They have 
brought that place to a very good pass, wherein my 
lady challengetb the chief part, as well in building a new 
dove house, in paving the court, in bringing a spring, or 
conduit of excellent water, in making of fair and large 
ponds, in damming or filling up the moat, in planting 
a great orchard, in making a reasonable spacious garden, 
with delicate arbours, and fencing it with as fair a brick 
wall, as I have lightly seen, as also m furnishing the house 
very suflSciently, though without any great cost or curi- 
osity. And this (besides other conveniences of offices 
within doors, and of outer courts, and outhousing abroad), 
in so short time, that the speedy despatch deserves as 
much commendation as the contnving or cost. 

During my abode there, I had not the means to visit 
Eton, though it were much spoken of and often threat- 
ened; but this day sevenmght, going to meet Mr. 
Seei’etary, as he was to come from Oatlands, we met on 
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the way Mrs. Sedley and hei husband, with Mrs. Proxton 
and her daughter, going all to the election. 

The king came to Carlisle the 4th of this present, 
where the Earl of Arundel met him, coming out of Ire- 
land, where he had been about a bargain and exchange of 
land with the Lord Dingwall. He was much made of 
there, and often feasted, and sworn a councillor of that 
State , so that he is now of the council in all three king- 
doms, all our councillors that went with the king having 
that hononi done them in Ireland. 

Our good friend means not to make towards the court, 
till it come to Woodstock, wheiein I know not whether 
he will do well or no But he is so confident in all his 
courses, that there is no advising or aiguing to the con- 
trary Upon his acquainting the Lords with the king’s 
letters, that he should do what he found most fit for 
his seivice, they were all of opinion for his stay, and wrote 
a joint letter to the king to that purpose. Soon after my 
last to you, there came new letters out of Scotland, to 
approve all his dealings in the Lord Coke’s business, 
which made the most forward on the other side to pull in 
their horns , and order was taken that his daughter should 
be delivered him, and disposed of as he should think 
fit. Whereupon he sent her to Kingston, to his son. Sir 
Robert Coke’s, where she yet remains , and her mother, 
having permission to resort unto her, but not to he in the 
house, she hired a lodging in the town, and kept her such 
company all day, that nobody else could have access. 
Whereupon her coming is much moderated, and divers of* 
her instruments in conveying her away are called in ques- 
tion and examined. Wheieupon, finding herself forsaken 
of her friends, who dare not show themselves too far in 
the business, and seeing she struggles in vain, she begins 
to come about, and upon a letter to her from my Lord of 
Buckingham, hath returned answer, as I hear, that if this 
course had been taken with her at first, things might have 
proceeded better ; and, upon some conditions, can be con- 
tent to double the portion her husband hath offered, and 
>0 make up the match, and give it her blessing. The 
Lady Compton and her son have been at Kingston, these 
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two or three days, which makes the world think they grow 
to conclusion. But, it seems, the Lady Hatton would 
have all the honour and thanks, and so defeat her husband’s 
purposes , towards whom, of late, she has carried herself 
very strangely, and, indeed, neither like a wife nor a wise 
woman. 

The lord keeper hath been this fortnight at Gorhambuiy, 
and means to continue there a fortnight or three weeks 
longer. The woild begins already to complain of some 
encroaching courses, and say, if things should thus pro- 
ceed and hold on, that we should have, as it were, all 
men’s estates in scnmo pictoris. The distaste continues 
still ’twixt him and “ the boisterous secretary,” as he terms 
him, though some friends have meditated a reconciliation. 
But, at the worst, the world is of opinion, that if they 
should come to jostle, both of them are made of as bnttle 
metal, the one as the other. But there is an untoward 
piece of work newly fallen out for our good friend, about 
a warrant, they say, under his hand, whereby certain 
Scottish men go prowling up and down Northamptonshiie, 
to boiiow money for the king. And how they have used 
or abused it, I know not ; but a general complaint is come 
from the gentlemen thereabout, and his ill-wiUers take 
advantage of it, so that whether the thing be counter- 
feit or true (as perhaps he had some such warrant), yet 
it sounds ill ; and, upon the first noise, he hath shot away 
his little flight, John More, and sent him down post to 
fetch up the fellows, and hush the business. When he 
Returns (as he is looked for every hour), we shall see how 
the mattei hath been carried. 

The Lord Boos, pretending a j'oumey into Yorkshire in 
good equipage, with sixteen or twenty men, and being on 
his way as far as Huntingdon and Stilton, there left them 
till his return from London, whither he feigned to be 
called back upon some urgent occasion But there hath 
been no news of him till Thursday last, that an unknown 
French foot-post brought Mr. Secretary a letter from him, 
without date of time or place, wherein he complains th&t 
the diabolical dealings of the Lady Lake have driven him 
to absent himself, excusing himself towaids him very much 
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for not acquainting him with it; but, within twenty-five days, 
he should hear farther from him the reasons of his depar- 
tuie. In the mean time, he had sent him therewithal, m a 
box, security for i64000 he had borrowed of him, and 
should have been paid the 1st of this month, which was a 
grant and conveyance of certain woods, worth j68000, as 
he says. Howsoever it be, I make no doubt but Mr. 
Secretary will make shift to come by his money. The 
letter was very well and affectionately written, and with a 
great deal of acknowledgment towards him. This is all 
we hear of him, yet saving that the fellow said he left 
him at Calais, and had charge to deliver the letter and box 
to his own hands. If he chance to come by you, I pray 
you take no more notice of this than you shall find con- 
venient. 

Sir John Digby is still at Sherbourn, or on his way to 
Plymouth. Mr. Secretary wrote to him the last week, to 
wish him not to make too much haste ; for that he had 
advertisement out of Spain, that they were treating there 
for the marriage of that daughter with the new King 
of Bohemia’s * son, and that he had written it to the king, 
and left it to his consideration, whether it were fit to pro- 
ceed any further, till that point were cleared. 

The chancellor of the Exchequer® is toward marriage, they 
say, with a young widow, the Lady Anderson, niece to the 
Earl of Buckingham, and sister to Sir Henry Butler, that 
was lately with you. The Lord Stanhope’s daughter was 
married on Thursday last, to one Sir Robert Cholmondeley 
of Cheshire. The French ambassador, on his way homeward," 
was robbed at Beauvois, of 400 Jacobus pieces, by some of 
his own followers, whereof one is apprehended here. It 
was good luck he lost no more; for, besides that, he had 
better than 3000 more in the same coin. 

Touching Fabritio’s® precious advertisement, I knew no 
more when I wrote you, that I had seen the man ; only 
finding our good friend, methought, more sparing than he 
usually is when I inquired of him, I urged a little the 
niore ; whereupon he gave me this answer— “ I cannot 

1 Ferdinand, crowned King of Bohemia, June 19, 161 *7 

3 Sir Folk Greville 8 Henry Wotton. 
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precisely say what it may come to ; but, as far as I can 
gather, never trust my judgment if it piove any matter of 
worth.” So that I doubt this legatus peregre missus 
will makegood his menttendi causa, as well in that as he 
doth in his last letters (which I saw yesterday), that the 
Venetians had lost more than a million and a half in mer- 
chandize, upon two galleys taken by the Neapolitan fleet. 
I would scant change states with him ; nor, with all I 
know of his name, if I had but so much as there was 
lacking of that sum. 

The Lord Hay thinks long till the king’s coming, that 
he may consummate his mariiage, for the king hath pro- 
mised to give the bride. He is wonderfully observant and 
obsequious to her and her mother, and spends most part 
of his time there, having taken Sir Francis Darcy’s house, 
by Sion, wheie he makes solemn feasts twice a week, at 
least, with that cost and expense, that the Lady of North- 
umberland dares not so much as once invite him, by 
reason of his curiosity, though he be commonly in her 
house from morning till dinner, from after dinner till 
supper, from after supper till late in the night. It comes 
well to pass, that he begins this course, in a year when 
there is so great plenty of excellent venison, and such 
store of salmons, that the like hath not been seen in the 
Thames these forty years * The like feasting he hath kept 
during his abode in Scotland, where his ordinary rate for 
his table was aSSOO a-week, besides feasts, which weie 
very frequent, both to the council, our clergy and chap- 
lains, the household, the pensioners, the guard, the chapel, 
and his own country nobility and gentry. 

I have not seen Mr. Matthew since I wrote last, but 
once in St. Paul’s, when we dealt as confidently one with 
another as need to be, and so I will do whensoever he 
shall give me occasion. He hath been ever since, I think, 
at Gorhambury, being so exceedingly favoured and re- 
spected by that lord, that it is thought, ahquid mimum, 
that a man of his place should give such countenance to one 
so afiected ; and some stick not to say, that former private 

^ The Thames salmon have disappeared since the introduction of steamboats on 
the river 



THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


Kb 

familiarity should give place to public respect. It is like- 
wise noted, that he showed himself somewhat too soon 
upon the Exchange ; but these are but peccadilloes, and 
may pass well enough, if he have the principal verb so 
much his fiiend as he makes account of. 

I have by good hap got you one of Forth’s farthings, 
not an hour before I received your letter. I returned 
home SIX of these pamphlets out of Scotland, lent me by 
Mr. Clarencieux.^ Our printers either have no corre- 
spondence thence, or care not to have ; for they might 
pnnt them here if they thought them worth it, as in 
truth some of them are, specially this, and Nemo with 
the Complaint of Lem 

I send you withal two shillings-worth of news from 
Mr. Wake, at leastwise it cost me so much, but any man 
shall have it for three halfpence, and yet it is the best I 
have had from him these six months, w'hich bath made me 
resolve to give him over quite, as indeed I began to answer 
him slowly now a good while. 

I chanced to light upon Mr. Sherburn as I was going 
out of town ; and, conferring with him about a fit man to 
wnte under you, he told me of one he had in readiness, 
that he would recommend unto you If it prove so, I 
shall be glad I made the mention, and no doubt he hath 
given you notice of him before this time. I hope he hath 
made you a good account of all that hath passed through 
his hands. 

Dr. Burgess tells me, that before this time you under- 
stood of his son-in-law’s business, whose name is Sherman, 
and he saith he spoke to Mr Secretary to recommend it 
unto you. If the case be as he makes it, it cannot be 
but a reasonable suit He is leaving his charge here at 
Bishopsgate, and hath accepted a benefice in Warwick- 
shire,® worth £250 a-year at least, bestowed upon him by 
a gentleman, only upon the good report he heard of bim^ 
and the commendation of the Lady Scudamore, who dwells 
not far ofif. She is with child by this husband, whose 
nime is Lee, of Rushall, and now ready to he down, after 
twenty years’ vacation and more. Dr. Burges’s best friends 

» Camden s gntton Colefield 



JAMES THE FIRST. 


29 


hereabout are nothing pleased with his remove, but com- 
plain of his unsettled humour, that loves still to be flitting. 

For your nephew, Will Williams, he is out of his 
years, and went over, as I take it, for his freedom ; but I 
doubt he is too fine at first to thrive too fast. 


Sir Dudley Carletm to John Chamberlain, Esq 

Hague, August 12-22, 1617 

If Mr. Pory have with Constantinople, and can Star 
Saldo against the pot * (which is hard in this country), he 
shall be welcome unto me, for I love au old acquaintance ; 
and therefore, I pray you, treat with him upon the point, as 
if yourself ; and if he takes this course, you may assure him 
of good usage. Sheiburn understanding by you I seek after 
a secretary, recommends unto me one Bacon, a follower of 
my lord keeper’s , but that which makes you conceive, on the 
one side, to be the cause why he frequents you less than 
he was wont, makes me, on the other side, to lend no ear 
to his motion , for I would more unwillingly give any 
subject of jealousy to our good friend, than he to be his 
new master. 

All things being ill here for the present, and like to 
grow worse, do not condemn me of levity if I cast abroad 
for myself ; and therefore Sir Thomas Edmondes being 
before long to return (which employment is now better 
than before D’Ancre’s death), what if you should cast out 
a word of yourself to Mr. Secretary of placing some other 
of his here, and removing me thither ? Dictum sapienti ; 
and so I leave it unto you. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carhton 

London, August 27, 1617 

The Treatise of the Plague is well worth the reading, 
though I have not yet gone little more than half through 
it, and sure he seems a good, sufficient man, though alto- 
gether chemical.® I thank (iod we are yet free from that 
disease, though we cannot be without fear of aliquid mJli 

1 Master Pory, it seems, followed the court custom of deep potations 

2 Most probably the writer means ^‘(himericai ” 



propter vietnum makiwi, specially considering the traffic 
and commerce ’twixt those infected places and ns ; and we 
cannot but apprehend that nostra res agitur, when so near 
a neighbour’s house is on fire. 

Touching Mr Pory, I can promise nothing till my going 
back to London, which I know not how long it will be 
before the term. He shall not want any counsel or en- 
couragement that I can give him, as likewise I did spur 
him what I could toward his pietended journey into those 
parts, only upon opinion it might be to do good purpose 
both for himself and you But the last time I spake with 
him, I perceived that he had been put in hope of some em- 
ployment there for the merchants, which failing, he was no 
more forward m the voyage ; and yet methought he lin- 
gered more than ordinary still about me, which made me 
suspect he had somewhat else to say, which I am nothing 
willing to hear. 

Neither can I tell what to promise touching the latter 
part of your letter, till I meet again with our good friend ; 
only this I can promise and perform, to give it my best 
furtherance, and accordingly to advertize you tiuly what 
I find But I remember, that talking with him some time 
ago about those businesses, he told me, that our wants 
would drive us to cut off those charges as much as possibly 
might be, and to bring those things to that course the late 
queen left. And so it was already begun in Spam, and 
upon Sir Thomas Edmondes’s return would be continued 
in France, et sic de ccetens , and indeed Mr Becher, by 
the Lord of Buckingham’s favour and means, hath a grant 
of being agent in France, though I hear that Wood- 
ford,^ who supplied the place during his lord’s absence, 
hath good fnends, and -will be able to make strong op- 
position, having the advantage of being, as it were, in 
possession. 

You may do well to acquaint Sir Thomas Edmondes 
with your intention, for you know what interest you have 
with him, and, if you give me authority, I will confer with 
kirn as to his coming back for our good fnend, and he do 
commonly concur very well in all manner of business, and 

^ Secretary to Sir Thomas Edmondes 
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this summer, more than once, he» hath told me what a 
mess he hath of him, and doth often wish him at home. 

The king is now m Lancashire, and about ten days 
hence is expected at Woodstock, The Lord Coke makes 
account to meet him at Coventry, when we shall see what 
he IS to trust to. How those * * matters have 

passed since my coming from London I know not ; but I 
heard that his lady and he were seen both in a coach going 
in at Mr, Secretary’s, some eight days since. But there 
is no great heed to be taken to their agreement ; for of 
late they usually make peace, and break it twice in a fort- 
night. 

On Saturday last, here passed by Ware, one Ker, a 
Scottish gentleman, suspected and charged, together with 
some others of that family and name, to have conspired 
the death of the Earl of Buckingham, at his coming out of 
Scotland, and so were apprehended about Carlisle, where 
the Marquis of Hamilton was sworn of the council of 
England, and meets the king when he comes to Theobalds. 

The Lord Walden is said to be in some dislike, both for 
quarrelling in Scotland with the Earl of Montgomery and 
Lord Compton, and specially for going about by indirect 
means to set dissension ’twixt my Lord of Buckingham 
and the said marquis, which, coming to repetition, the 
whole disgrace turned upon himself, I have not heard a 
man generally better spoken of than that marquis, even by 
all the English, insomuch that he is every way held the 
gallantest gentleman of both the nations. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain^ Esq 

Hague, September 12, 161*7 

How that business (of the Synod) will proceed, is yet 
doubtful, by reason of the opposition of the Armenian 
faction, which is strongest in Holland, sways all in Utrecht, 
and IS mipartie in . All which hath been hitherto 

endeavoured by the rest of the provinces, is to persuade 
Holland to reassemble the States, whereby to consult of 
this course, as the only remedy to the present disorders, 
to which those who have chief authority lend a deaf ear, 



32 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


insisting upon the resolution taken in their last assembly, 
which was a flat exclusion of a national Synod, unless a 
provincial might proceed, and that framed m that manner 
as in no ways piacticable Monsieur Barnevelt,^ against 
the time of the arrival of those deputies, absented himself 
to Vienna, for change of air (as he pretended), and since, 
under colour of taking physic, stays at Utrecht and there- 
about, notwithstanding that he hath been often desired 
by letters, and since by two express despatches from the 
council of Holland, to return. Divers imagine (and upon 
great presumptions), that he will give over the managing 
of afiairs, and leave the Hague , but, unless things go worse 
than they have hitherto done, and from words come to 
blows, I am not of that mind ; for, in that case, he will 
remain where he is, best assured. But matters proceeding, 
as I hope they will, to be determined by treaty, it were a 
madness for him to abandon the authority he actually 
enjoy eth in the State, in maintenance of a cause, whereof 
the first ground, which is this dispute of Predestination, is 
(as he hath solemnly protested unto me) against his con- 
science, he being, as he saith, of the opinion of the contra 
remonstranto, though he holds for the remonstranto,^ in 
that he thinks and maintains there may be a toleration of 
both, which the contra remonstranto cannot admit, et hino 
tlUe lachrynm, he and his faction striving to effect thi, ci 
toleration without separation in the church, by absolute 
authority; and the others continuing separate until the 
toleration, or what course else he thought best, shall be 
determined by Synod. 

Mr. Pory had the good luck to see her (a ship of 1 200 
tons built at Amsterdam, after the English model), taking 
that way to this place, which was somewhat a long voyage ; 
and, after he had his packet, he stayed from Wednesday 
till Monday in London, for want of wings, there being no 
money to pay the post ; and now he was not so slow in 


John Olden Barneveldt, one of the most illustiions statesmen of Holland He 
was the champion of the people in opposition to Prince Maurice — a tyrant of th^ 
wtrst class, who hated him, and determined to destroy him, which determination 
he was enabled to carry into effect, to the eternal disgrace of the country that 
allowed It, by causing him to be beheaded, on the false charge of harbouring designs 
against public liberty, on May 13, 1619, at the age of seventy-two 
2 He supported the Armenians against the Calvinists 
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coming : but he makes as much baste to be gone, having 
too many irons in the fire to think of any settled course in 
this place ; so as I have said nothing to him concerning 
the matter you wot of, and I will have patience until I 
may be fitted to my mind. 

To go on, in answer to your last, from Ware Park, of the 
27 th of August, I like best to defer the matter, which 
concerns myself, until Sir Thomas Edmondes’s coming over ; 
and then I would be glad, as occasions may be offered, you 
would speak both with him and our friend, but as a motion 
of your own For, besides that it is a business wherein 
none should be their own speaker, moreover I find myself 
subject, with my best friends, to the censure of intrusion, 
which I must yield to thus fai, that I am indeed moie 
ready to look about me and conceive better hopes, now I 
have so good friends m place than if they were strangers ; 
and this makes me write freely to you, and sometimes 
desire you to speak to them, as anything comes to mind, 
either at home or abroad. In this there is no dangei in 
saying, and, it may be, things will be settled here, that I 
need not desii e change You may remember how long I 
have had an eye upon the reversion of Eton, which is come 
by mischance to my father Saville’s knowledge ; but he 
seems not to take it ill, having offeied my brother Harri- 
son, in my behalf, to do his best to get the king's promise 
And, if he continue in the good mind, I pray you add 
your helping hand with Mr. Secretary Win wood, for, 
betwixt them two, it might easily be compassed. And 
though the promise of a place, which is elective, be no 
assurance, yet having the good will of the fellows (which 
I will not despair of), I should have no great advantage 
above other pretenders 

I have had lately a kind letter fiom the Archbishop of 
Spalato, with three of his books, whereof two I caused to 
be presented in his name, the one to the States, the other 
to his excellency, to which he hath sent kind answers, and 
a fair gilt cup, worth jB 40, from the States, as a token 
You shall see, by an abstract of his lettei to me, his opiniofl 
of our Universities and the country he passed through in 

von II. D 
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that journey. And, iT I can recover the copy of the 
States’ letter in time, you shall have it as a thing -wherewith 
the good old man will be much encouraged, as he hath 
been with a very good letter from the king out of Scotland, 
whereof I send yon a copy, though, it may be, you have it 
already. 


Adrni Newton, JEsq., to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

Deptford, September 28, 161 *7 

I was at Hampton Court on Sunday last, where the 
court was indeed very full ; king, queen, and prince, all 
residing there for the time The king and prince, after 
their coming from Theobalds this day se’nmght, went to 
Windsor to the hunting of the wild boar, and came back 
on Saturday. 

Yesterday, which was Michaelmas-day, the marriage 
betwixt Sir John Villiers and the lady ^ was celebrated in 
the presence of their majesties. Of the particulars I can- 
not inform you, because I came from thence on Sunday in 
the afternoon, when I met, near unto Kingston Bridge, 
the parties to be married going towards the court ; Sir 
Edward Coke bringing them fiom his son’s house at 
Kingston town’s end, with eight or nine coaches. It is 
said the mother’s consent was obtained; the lady pro- 
testing that howsoever she liked Sir John better than any 
other whatsoever, yet she desired to keep a solemn promise 
made to her mother, not to marry any man without her 
consent. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, October 11, 1617 

Though it be long, yet at last I am returned to my old 
garrison, and find here little alteration, saving the ordinary 
revolution and course of this world, some coming and 
,Some going. Our oveithwart neighbour. Sir Thomas 

^ Frances, youngest daughter of Sir Edward Coke She married the elder 
brother of the favourite 
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Hayes, hath left a fine rich widovs^ but the multitude of 
children will be a great chain to her marriage. The Lord 
Geriard, President of Wales, hath enjoyed that place but 
a little, nor his fair young lady 

The Lord Willoughby, of Parham,^ hath likewise left 
the world, and Sir William Wray ; and your old friend, 
Sir Antony Mildmay, of whose will I hear little or nothing 
yet, but only that Ned Wymarke, for all the ancient 
acquaintance between them, hath not so much as a rush- 
ring for remembrance. 

Sir Daniel Dunne died no rich man, for all he had three 
good offices. Sir Henry Martin, the king’s advocate, hath 
his place of judge of the admiralty Sir Newman, 

a doctor of law, is dean of the Arches ; and his mastership 
of Requests in ordinary is yet in suspense ’twixt Sir 
Christopher Perkins, Sir Lionel Cranfield, and Sir Sidney 
Montagu 

The Earl of Montgomery hath lost his only son, but his 
lady, being with child and near her time, put him m hope 
of a new heir. Your brother Sedley hath lost his mother, 
the Lady of Abergavenny ; but no doubt you have heaid 
of that before, as perhaps all oi most part of the rest, but 
I love to leave nothing that comes to my knowledge or re- 
membrance. 

Sir Robert Sidney’s lady hath brought him a daughter. 
The marnage ’twixt her sister and the Lord Hay is put 
oflf till the king’s return at Hallowtide. For so hot love 
they have a great deal of patience, but the world suspects 
it begins to cool, and, if matters were not so forward, we 
might chance hear no further of it. 

Sir Patnck Murray’s lady, that was Sir Francis Vere’s 
widow, hath brought him a son, at whose christening the 
king, the Earl of Buckingham, and the Lady of Salisbury, 
were gossips, wherein hes a mystery, if the tender will 
take. 

Ned Sherburn had a son christened by the lord keeper 
and Sir Fulk Greville, but I doubt it was but by deputies. I 
hear he is near his lord m good grace and place, and wag 

' William, third lord 

0 2 
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mucli employed by him in the business of reconciliation 
’twixt him and the Lady Compton, wherein he carried him- 
self very dexterously, and got the start of all his colleagues 
ill diligent waiting and being ever at hand. 

It were to no purpose to wiite of the king’s return out 
of Scotland, and what infinite numbers of people went out 
of this town to meet him, when he came hither, and how 
well they were washed with a sound shower of rain for 
their labour Our good friend went no further than 
Woodstock, to meet him; the rest of the council to 
Windsor. 

I cannot relate all the passages of the Lady Coke’s busi- 
ness, because I was absent But sure she hath done herself 
a great deal of wrong in kicking against the pricks, and by 
indiscreet courses, to hinder that which lay not in her 
power Her daughter was married to Sir John Villiers, 
at Hampton Couit, on Michaelmas-day. The king himself 
gave the bride, and they were thrice publicly asked in the 
church. The pretended contract with the Earl of Oxford 
prove nothing ; and since, the marriage letters are come, 
whereby he disavows it. Yet, to say my conscience, me- 
thinks there needed no such haste, but that they might 
have tarried for his answer, specially the bridegroom, being 
in no such perfect state of health, but that wedlock was 
rather like to hurt than heal him. But her mother’s wul- 
fulness and animosity, together with the danger of her 
continual plottings, made the business go on the faster.^ 
She lies still at Sir William Craven’s, crazy in body, and 
sick in mind. There is a commission to the lord keeper, 
the lord archbishop, Secretary Win wood, and I know not 
who else, to examine her of conspiracy, disobedience, and 
many other misdemeanours, and to proceed against her 
according as they find cause. But her sickness stands her 
in some stead for the time, and, if she come again to her- 
self, it may be in that space there will giow grace. But 
she IS in a wrong way now, and so animated toward her 

J It went on too fast the lady afterwards eloped with Sir Robert Howard, for 
which she was sentenced to do penance m a white sheet, after this she had a son, 
and both assumed the name of Wright, 



JAMES THE FIRST. 


37 


husband, that it is verily thought “she would not care to 
rum herself to overthrow him. He is admitted again to 
the council-table, but his friends cannot yet foresee any 
further advancement. She sent lately to the Marquis 
Hamilton, and communicated unto him ail her grievances, 
recommending herself and her distressed estate to bis pro- 
tection Indeed, he is become very gradous among oar 
great ladies, whereby a man may see how far reputation 
may prevail. He is of the council ; and the Bishop of 
Winchester was likewise sworn since the king’s coming 
back, so that the clergy was not so strong at the council- 
table these many years 

The Lord Rich is said to be in great perplexity", or rather 
crazed in brain, to see himself overreached by his wife, 
who hath so conveyed her estate that he is little or nothing 
the better by her, and, if she outlive him, like to carry away 
a great part of his Her sister, the Lady Bowes, hath dealt 
clean contiary, being lately marned to the Lord Darcy, of 
the north, and being a great estate, whole and entire, and 
refusing any jointure or other advantage, saying it is suffi- 
cient for her to have the honour without any hindrance to 
the house. 

The French ambassador, that went lately hence, is 
returned with his wife and family, and means to stick 
to us. 

The Lord Roos is sent for by order of the council ; but 
the question is, where he may be found, for he plays least 
in fight, and stays not long in a place. The last news of 
him was that he was seen at Lyons. He is further indebted 
than I thought his credit could stretch. 

The Jesuit, that came fiom Milan, is sent away without 
the king’s seeing him, who gave order, that the lord arch- 
bishop and Mr. Secretary Wmwood should hear what he 
could say. They dealt with him by all manner of good 
means, and drew from him, as he protested, the utmost of 
his knowledge, which was not all worth the wffiistling, 
being certain strange chimeras and far fetcht imaginations 
of plots and dangers not worth the knowing, much less” 
the relating Whereupon it was thought good to despatch 
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Hm away, the rather rfor that he grew scandalously de- 
bauched He had a hundred pounds in gold deliTered 
to him, which the searchers at the seaside took from him, 
a thing that should not have been done ; but now there is 
no remedy, neither do they know how or whither to send 
it after him. And here is the end of that play, to the small 
honour of the author. 

Here be many new knights made, and, among the rest. 
Sir George Calvert, Sir Clement Edmondes, and Albertus 
Morton; the chief reason of which was that Secretary 
Lake’s son, being extraordinary, had got the start of his 
fellows. 

The Lady of Roxburgh is gone from court, and the Lady 
Grey of Ruthen, though with much opposition, succeeds 
her in her place. Our good friend played his prizes there 
too, and overcame all difficulties, which I would not wish 
him to adventure too often, for the pitcher goes so long to 
the water that at last it comes broken home. But he says 
he will meddle no more m such matters. In truth, he could 
never leave in a better time, for he hath taken down all 
that stood in his way, and made the highest strike sail, and 
vail bonnet, which I impute not altogether to his fortune, 
but to courage and foresight, in what he undertook. The 
queen lately asked the lord keeper, what occasion the 
secretary had given him to oppose himself so violently 
against him , who answered prettily, “ Madam, I can say no 
more, but he is proud, and I am proud ” But the king, 
according to his pacifical disposition, hath made all friends ; 
and, in the admonition he gave some of them, did him this 
honour to say ; “You may perhaps think that he hath in- 
formed these and these things against you, but I assure 
you, on the word of a pnnce, that neither by word nor 
wnting did he ever suggest aught to any particular man’s 
prejudice, either to me or to Buckingham, as he is here 
ready to protest before you.” He is gone this morning to 
Royston, to the king, and comes back on Tuesday. Yes- 
terday, became home from the Star Chamber, after he had 
' sat there half an hour, very sick in his stomach, but with 
rest and other helps he recovered, and went back after 
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dinner, because tbe council sat there, the table and diet 
being newly erected, as it was wont to be. 


Szr Dudley Carleton to John Chamherlain, Esq. 

Hague, Octobei 12, 161*7 

Fabritio’s correspondence and mine is at present at a 
stand, for he puts me still in expectation of his next, and, 
in answer, I have referred him to my last ; which I mean 
shall be my last to him, without greater occasion be 
offered. 

Touching my private affairs, I must remember unto 
you again, the finding me out of some fit person, whose 
pen I may use. My brother hath an intent, sooner or later, 
to send his son, who was bred up at Eton, and hath been 
now two years at Cambridge. If I had in time, I should 
think to make him serve the turn, which would turn as 
much to his benefit as my service ; if I be otherwise pro- 
vided before he comes, he will then live at no great leisure 
with me. I pray, you, therefore, speak to my brother, 
and know his mind ; for, if he dispose him to this course, it 
is best he come presently, having leave of his house, 
whether he may return to renew his leave still, when it 
shall be expired. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, October 18, 161*7 

Your brother, Carleton, is not in town, neither do I 
know when he will be ; but, if he come not the sooner, I 
will find means to write to him concerning his son, who, I 
think, will be the fittest for you, when all is done And 
God knows how much such a breeding may be to his 
advancement, and to the comfort of his friends ; for I have 
little hope of your nephew, John, who is grown so negli- 
gent and idle, that he is generally noted for it ; and I hear, 
from good place, that when the king reproves any man for 
ill waiting, he tells him he will piove a Caileton. Mr 



Pory appears not, neither can I learn of any body that he 
is returned. 

Two days since I lighted upon Mr. Sherburn, and told 
him what you had written touching the account, to have 
it subscnbed by himself, which he is willing and ready to 
do, but says it is sufficient if that he sent me do agree upon 
examination. I perceive he is m great hope to do himself 
good ; and, no doubt, industry and diligence will prevail 
much with any man, specially with one that is attended by 
a sort of loose companions I inquired of him after 
Mr. Matthew, who continues still very intimate with my 
lord. I hear he is grown very gay, or, rather, gaudy, in 
his attiie, which I should not have suspected of his years 
and judgment. But, peradventure, it is more noted of him 
than needs, but that which is worse, and which I must tell 
you under the rose, he is noted for certain mght-walks to 
the Spanish ambassador. But, if it be so, he presumes upon 
the foiwardnessof Sir John Digby’s business, who, landing 
at St. Andrew’s about the end of August, the fifth 
after bis parting from Plymouth, found there great pro- 
vision for his entertainment, and was to have his first 
audience at Lerma, where the duke made great prepara- 
tion to receive the king I was present yesternight, when 
letters came thence, full fraught with large promises of 
success. But God knows what is best, and to Him must we 
leave it 

Here is one Captain Bayley stolen away from Sir 
Walter Raleigh, who gives out that he is turned pirate ; 
but the world hopes he speaks of malice, and that there is 
no such matter. 

Yesterday, Mr. Secretary Winwood visited Contarini, 
and commends him for a sufficient man This day, he 
goes to hear his cause handled in the chancery, ’twixt him 
and the Countess of Shrewsbury about the executorship,' 
which doth trouble him very much, and, if he end it not 
in time, may trouble those that come after him. I am 
sorry I was so tiue a piophet, for I told him as much at 
the very first, but he could not abide to hear of it. He 
told me he sent you a packet upon Thursday last. 

^ Of the Earl of Shrewsbuiy 
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The queen is somewhat crazy again, though they say it 
is but the gout. She is generally well wished, and the 
care of her welfare makes the world more fearful. 

The French Lady Killigrew, that married Dr. Downham, 
Bishop of Derry, is fallen into a dangerous infirmity, and 
there is little hope of her recovery. 

Mrs. Bridges,' alias the Lady Kennedy, died at West- 
minster a fortnight since, being taken with strange con- 
vulsions, which made some suspect, more, perhaps, than 
there was cause, that she had done herself some wrong. 
She lived, of late, and died very poor, her maintenance 
being little or nothing, but, as it were, the judicious alms 
of her friends. 

I forgot in my last, that Mr. Purvey, our neighbour in 
Hertfordshire, died lately. I cannot tell whether you 
knew him, though he were a noted man. 

Captain Bruce died suddenly not long since, and old 
Scory, on Wednesday last, of an apoplexy. The Dean of 
Westminster, Dr. Mountaine, is removed to the bishopric 
of Lincoln ; and one Dr Tolson, a chaplain of the king’s, 
is named to the deanery of Westminster. Sir William 
Bird IS dean of the Arches; and that Newman, that I 
wrote of, who had the reversion of it by patent, is turned 
over to be judge of the court of audience. There is some- 
what ado, and great labounng, who shall succeed Sir 
Daniel Dunn, to wait master of the Requests in ordinary. 
Sidney Montagu makes great means, by his brethren, the 
Bishop of Winchester, the lord chief justice, and other 
fiiends. Sir Lionel Cranfield, they say, hath offered 
501500 , but Sir Christopher Parkins is likest to carry it; 
who, at three score and seventeen years, is in parley to 
marry a widow, sister to the Lady Compton, and aunt to 
the Earl of Buckingham, whose brother. Sir Edward 
Villiers, they say, shall be master of the Mint, an office 
lately void by the death of Sir Richard Martin, who was 

^ Elizabeth, eldest of two daughters, and heirs of Giles, Lord Chandos, who 
died February 21, 1593, his eldest daughter being then sixteen years of age 
She was afterwards married to Sir John Kennedy, Knt , but died without issue 
This seems to be fmr Mts Bridges ^ with whom the unfortunate Earl of Essex fell 
lu love (Sidney (Papers^ vol ii , p 90), which probably occasioned Queen Elizabeth 
to use her with woiasand blows of angei^ and to banish her the court for three days 
—Ibid , p 38 
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held near a hundred years old. There was one that liad a 
patent for the place in reversion, but how he is put off I 
know not. The Lord Compton is made President of 
Wales, but the world is of opinion that he means not to 
keep it, but to make his benefit of it. 

Sir Francis Vane hath made choice of Palavacini to be 
a guide and tutor to his son, both at Cambridge and when 
he was to travel, allowing him a pension of ^50 a-year 
during his life. We hear that Sir Herbert Crofts is 
turned Papist, which seems strange to many, but it is no 
great marvel, for desperatio hath made more monks than 
him. 

Here is a rich ship, worth 80,000, arrived safely 
from Turkey, through the midst of the pirates, but she 
took the advantage of the night when she was in most 
danger. 


John Chamberlain, Esq. to Sir Dudley Garleton. 

London, October 25, 161*7 

The king is now at Hitchinbrooke, by Huntingdon, 
where he hath sprained his leg in his bed, as he saith, but 
it must not in any wise be thought to be the gout, so 
that, unless he mend the faster, it is doubted whether he 
will be here at Hallowtide. The queen continues still ill 
disposed, and, though she would fain lay all her infirmities 
upon the gout, yet most of her physicians fear a further 
inconvenience of an ill habit or disposition through her 
whole body 

Secretary Winwood came from Whitehall on Wednes- 
day^ to his house, ill at ease- and, sending for me, I 
found that he had lentam fehrem upon him ever since 
Monday® before, by his own relation. He made, then, no 
reckoning of it, but since it hath increased so fast upon 
him, that yesteiday, about noon, he was let blood, which 
was very bad and foul, and, withal, it had brought him so 
low, that he fainted divers times for an hour or two after. 
My lady came post from Sutton, and found him in those 
faintmgs, which so dejected her, that I did as much pity 

^ October 21 


2 October 19 
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her as him He continued Teiy ill till ten o’clock at 
night, when I came away, after he had had prayers ; and 
sending this morning to know how he had rested, word is 
brought that he had a very ill night, and grows weaker. 
God comfort him, and send us better news ’ Dr. Mayerne, 
or Turquet, your old acquaintance, and Dr. Chambers, the 
king’s physician, with some others, look to him; and, 
yesterday, I brought Mr. Matthias, who came to him 
twice, and told me m mine ear that he liked not his pulse. 
But the worst I like m him is, that he is very talkative, 
which IS an ill sign m a man otherwise so silent, and he 
found it in himself the first night I was with him. The 
continual visits and messages of great folks aie a great 
vexation to him, and can hardly be avoided. You may 
think what a trouble it is, when, in the compass of an 
hour, or little more, there came, severally, the Earl of 
Southampton, the Eail of Arundel, Sir Thomas Somerset 
(who hath newly brought over his wife), the Countess 
of Ormonde, the Lady Compton and her son. Sir John 
Villiers, the Lord Hay, besides the Lord Chief Justice 
Montagu, the Lord Viscount Montacute, the Lord Clifton, 
and divers others, that were put by. The Lady of Exeter 
was with him not long before, and takes upon her great 
skill in physic. I pray God I may send better news of 
him by my next ' 

The Lady Killegrew was buried on Wednesday : and 
Dr Wilkington,^ one of the king’s chaplains, that was 
with him in Scotland, is lately dead likewise. It was he 
that made the sermon of the Merchant Royal, at the Lord 
Hay’s first marriage ; and there is now a sermon of his 
come forth, called Berwick Bridge, preached at St. An- 
drew’s, in Scotland. If I find it worth the sending when 
I have read it, you shall have it. 

Among so many losses. Sir William Cavendish hath a 
son, which is no small joy to his father and himself, for it 
may be a hundred thousand pounds m his way, if his 
fathei keep his word. 


1 RobertWilkington, Rector of St Olave’s, Southwark 
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John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, October 31, 1617 

My fear was not vain, which I conceived of Mr. 
Secretary’s disease; and I presaged too truly of the 
success. For, after my last writing to you, he daily 
decayed, even visibly, so that by Monday, in the after- 
noon, he was plainly deploratus, though he lived till 
Tuesday * morning, towaid seven o’clock. He had all the 
help that our physicians could afford ; but Mayerne never 
saw him after he had let him blood, for he went straight 
to the king. Of all men, I have no fancy to him ; at 
leastwise, for luck sake For, by that I have commonly 
observed, he is commonly unfortunate m any dangerous 
disease But I will not blame him too much for this ; 
seeing it appears, on the opening of the body, that he 
could not possibly last long, having liis heart withered 
almost to nothing ; his spleen utterly rotten ; one of his 
kidneys clean gone, the other perished ; his liver full of 
black spots; his lungs not sound; besides divers other 
defects. So that it was a wonder how he held out so 
long, or looked so well. But there appeared no signs of 
any ill measure, as was first generally suspected. Upon 
Sunday, he read a gracious letter from the king, to this 
effect, that he doubted the multiplicity and care of busi- 
ness had cast him down Wherefore, he advised him to 
cast off all agitations, saving such as might best procure 
his recovery, wherein he should do him the best service 
that he ever had or could do him. At the same time, we 
had one likewise from the Lord of Buckingham, to the 
same purpose. And, seeing it was God’s pleasure to call 
him, he could never go in a better time, than when he 
was in his highest power with the king, queen, pnnce, 
and principal favourite ; and was generally grown into so 
good opinion, that his sickness first, and then his death, 
was as much lamented as ever I knew any of his 
rank, though I will not say but he had his ill willers, that 
are as glad he is gone as most are sorry We buried him 
pnvately, yesternight, at ten o’clock, with as little noise 

" October 27 
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or show as might be , only his hmisehold and some of his 
friends and kindred had mourning. 

He decayed so suddenly on Monday, after many good 
signs, by the physician’s account, and so unexpected by 
himself and us all, that there was no time to finish his 
will whilst he was m perfect memory. But the best is, 
he had set his things in order this last summer, specially 
the conveyance of the lands, when he was to go into 
Scotland, which, if he had done, he had perfected all. 
But that journey failing, he put it off till a fitter time, as 
he thought. So that there be only projects of his meaning 
in writing, and somewhat by word of mouth, which I did 
in good part procure by entreating the Earl of Arundel to 
put him in mind of perfecting his will. But the effect of 
all, in short, is, that he hath left his eldest son i6l500 land 
a-year in Buckinghamshire, after the decease of his 
mother, and an old Lady Throckmorton, that is not like to 
last long, besides Ditton Park. To his second son he hath 
left land in Norfolk, worth, presently to be sold, better 
than 386000 ; to his third son, land in Essex, to the value 
of above 38IOO a-year; and to his two daughters,* ^4000 
portion apiece. The lady is likely to get the administra- 
tion ; and, if she continue as well-minded towards them 
as there is hope she will, she may need all their portions 
very much — ^for he hath left a very good estate. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury professes very great affection 
towards the memory of him, and expresses very great 
care and kindness towards his lady and her children. 
The king hath granted her the wardship of her son, but 
in what terms I do not yet know, for it is but new 
done. The queen wrote earnestly in her behalf, and failed 
not every day to send to him after she heard he was let 
blood. 

Now, all the speech is, who shall succeed him ; and, as 
far as I can remember, I will name all that are in con- 
sideration : — Sir Thomas Edmondes, who is not yet arrived, 
but daily looked for; Sir Harry Wotton; Sir John Ben- 

^ The eldest, Anne, who was at last heir to her father, was married to Edward, 
the ‘second Lord Montagu, of Bough ton, m Northamptonshire, by whom she had issue 
Edward, who diedm 1641, unmarried, and Ralph, created Duke of Montagu, and 
Elizabeth, married to Sir Daniel Harvey 
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net, that, as they say, offers very fair for it ; Sir Humphrey 
May, and Sir Robert Naunton, who both presume upon 
the Lord of Buckingham’s favour. But I must not forget, 
that you are not the last, nor the least spoken of , but I 
doubt your absence is your greatest hindrance, unless the 
Lady Hatton have the grace in this conjectuie to have you 
in remembrance. For, if it be as I hear, it never was in 
her power to stand you in so much stead. For the king 
coming to town yesterday, it was told me, that the Earl 
of Buckingham meant to go himself and fetch her, as it 
were, m pomp, from Sir William Craven’s,^ where she hath 
been so long committed, and bring her to the king, who, 
upon a letter of her submission, is graciously affected 
towards her But another cause is that, seeing her yield- 
ing, and, as it were, won to give her allowance to the 
late marnage, he will give her all the contentment and 
countenance he can, in hope of the great portion he may 
bestow upon her. For there is little or nothing more to 
be looked for from Sir Edward Coke, who hath redeemed 
the land he had allotted his daughter, for £20,000 ; so that 
they have already £30,000 of him paid down. I would I 
knew any means to insinuate this business to her. If your 
father Saville or his lady were in town, they might easily 
do it ; and I am persuaded that, considenng all circum- 
stances, it were no hard matter for her to obtain it upon 
this reconcihatiou and new league of alliance; and it 
might concern herself very much, considering that she 
lays all the fault of her late troubles upon the late secre- 
tary, who, not long telling her, before her father, that, for 
all her bitter speeches, they two should become good 
friends again, she piotested she would sooner be friends 
with the devil. But, for all she was then so exasperated, 
I do thmk upon some reasons, if he had lived, all would 
have been forgotten, and they grown together again. 

You may think what a loss I have of so good a friend, 
now, in my latter age, when I have most need of comfort. 
And, indeed, it was a kind of new life to me, to see his 
kindness increase daily towards me, and that we still grew 
nearer. But God knows what is best ; and I hope, by 

^ Lord mayor of London m 1610 
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this means and the like, more and more to wean me from 
the world. 

Upon the receipt of youi letter of the 19th of this 
present, I went to the Bishop of Ely, whom I had not seen 
long before his going into Scotland, nor since he was 
councillor. I was very welcome to him, and he used me 
with extraordinary kindness, though he expostulated with 
me very much for my long absence I delivered him your 
proposition, and, withal, upon long conference, somewhat 
you had written touching the Armenians countenancing 
themselves with some of his letters. Whereupon, he fell 
into long speech of a writing that the Archbishop Whitgift 
got from him in some parts of that argument, and that he 
knows not what became of it, for he never gave copy of 
it, but one only to Mr. Hooker, who promised to return 
it, but never did. But he expressed not all the while 
which opinion he inclined to, but still insisted, if they had 
any writing of his, they should show it, concluding that I 
should assure you that they have no letter of his, and 
vsith that vehemency, that he would give me leave to send 
you his head in a platter, if they could show any letter of 
his. He told me, further, that Grotius, when he was 
here, dined once with him, and supped another time ; but 
other communication than passed at table he had none 
with him, though he understands since, that he gave out 
and fathered many things upon him that were neither so 
nor so. Surely he hath a wonderful memory, for he not 
only calls to mind any matter that passed at any time, 
but the very time, place, persons, and all other circum- 
stances, which seemed strange to me, in a discourse of 
almost two hours. The next day, he had invited a Dutch- 
man, one Hoste, as I take it, of Amsterdam. I think his 
father to be one of the States. The man is toward forty 
years old, and seems a good scholar, and had travelled. 
He told the bishop, that the States had made a reasonable 
answer to the king’s letter, but, by the cunning or power 
of Barnevelt and two or three more, it was suppressed, 
and not sent. 

The last week. Sir John Hungerford’s son was censured 
in the Star Chamber, for sending a challenge to Sir George 
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Marshall, one of the kind’s escuyers, for abusing his father, 
and giving him the he m his throat. The young gentle- 
man answered well and modestly for himself, hut yet he 
was sentenced at 000 fine, to he prisoner two years in 
the Tower, and never to wear arms without the king’s 
special license. 

I hear your brother and Sir Hercules Underhill was 
knighted, at the king’s being at the Lord Compton's. 

I met, yesterday, with Master Pory, who related at 
large to me the kind usage he found with you. I seemed 
to marvel how he could leave you , but I perceive, by him, 
that the least whistling may call him again , and, to say 
the truth, he did intimate as much. But, because I lather 
inchne to your nephew’s advancement, I would hold it in 
suspense, till I may hear more of him when his father 
comes, or from you, to this purpose. 

I met with Ned Sherburn the last week, and he made 
me believe I should not fail of him in Paul’s every Star 
Chambei-day, which is his vacation, being then dispensed 
for waiting, by express appointment. While Mr. Secre- 
tary was sick, he came from his lord with a complimental 
visit, and, being not admitted a good while, and I coming 
in the way, he made his moan to me, and I presently 
moved it to Mr. Secretary, who sent me to him to bring 
him to his lady, who gave him a formal answer, as I was 
put to it divers times during his languishing, both to Sir 
Edward Cecil, Sir Thomas Somerset, the Lord Hay, and 
others. But, in truth, both those times I found Mr. 
Sherburn so dry and reserved toward me, that have been 
so open-hearted to him, as I did not look for. But pei- 
haps he was in no good mood, or had bees in his head ; 
for I hear since that he hath had rubs among his fellows, 
and been almost laid on his nose. 


John Chamherlain, Esq., to JSir Dudley Carleton. 

London, Novembei 8, 161 7 

The next day, after I wrote my last, meeting with your 
brother Carleton, I conferred with him about his son, 
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and told him, in effect, what you bad written, and what a 
furtherance it might be to him every way, in my opinion. 
But I perceive, by him, that he had written to you 
already, in answer to two letters he had from you to the 
same purpose, and would not resolve till he heard from 
you again. 

Your brother Harrison is in town, likewise, and upon 
Wednesday came Sir Henry Saville They do all appre- 
hend how much the Lady Hatton might prevail, if she 
would set her whole mind and strength to it And I 
think they have, and will find means, to put her in re- 
membrance. But the voice goes, that the place is not 
likely to be disposed of in haste ; for the king says, he 
was never so well served as when he was his own secretary, 
and to that end hath delivered the seals that were belong- 
ing to Sir Ralph Winwood, to the custody of the Earl 
of Buckingham, and there perhaps they shall remaiiT tiH 
they both grow weary of the trouble. In the mean time, 
Sir Thomas Lake hath gotten possession of the lodging at 
court, and of the diet ; and it was said awhile, that he had 
the seals, and a warrant for allowance of the j6l400 
yearly for intelligence, but it falls not out so. 

The 1st of this month, being so solemn a day, and the 
streets, by reason of the lord mayor’s passage to Paul’s, 
the earl, accompanied by the Marquis Hamilton, the Lord 
Compton, the Lord Hay, Sir Edward Cecil, and I know 
not how many more, to the number of twelve coaches, 
went to fetch the Lady Hatton from Sir William Craven’s, 
and brought her to her father’s, at Cecil House, in the 
Strand, where she hath continued ever since, saving that 
on Tuesday she went with little state to the court, and 
there was much greeted by the king, who likewise re- 
conciled her to the queen, and made, at the same time, an 
atonement ’twixt her and the Lady Compton, and a per- 
fect peace ’twixt her and her daughter, who would not be 
persuaded that she would forgive and forget, till, at part- 
ing, she got the kmg to make her swear that she loved her 
as dearly as ever she did in her life. That night there 
was a great feast at her father’s, where the Earl of Buck- 
ingham, and most of the lords about court, were enter- 

VOL II E 
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tamed. The king was^to have supped last night with her 
at Hatton House, but I hear it is put off till this day at 
dinner; and so, from thence he goes to Theobalds, at 
night. It IS hoped he will likewise mediate a peace 
’twixt her and Sir Edward Coke, which was mentioned 
and motioned at the general pacification. But the king 
said, that was a matter of more diflficulty and more time, 
and, when aU were done, I doubt that would prove but a 
palliated cure, the wound being so deep, that manet altd 
Tuiente repostum, so that he is, as it were, m statu quo 
pnus, saving that he comes to the Star Chamber, and to 
the council table And thus you see the revolutions of 
these times. 

The king, before his departure, had pricked the new 
shenffs of shiies ; but, because I think you know few or 
none of them, the rest are not worth the rehearsing. 

The Bishop of Winchester hath bestowed great bost in 
repairing and beautifying his house at St. Mary Overy’s, 
and on Monday, to warm it, he made a great feast to all 
the lords and others of quality that went the Scottish 
journey. 

On Thursday, the Lord Hay married his mistress, the 
Lady Lucy Percy, and that night the king and prince 
honoured his wedding supper with their presence at the 
Wardrobe. On Wednesday, the 5th of this present, 
young King,^ the Bishop of London’s eldest son, of the age 
of twenty-three years, preached at Paul’s Cross It was 
thought a bold part of them both, that so young a man 
should play his first prizes in such a place and such a time, 
being, as he professed, the pTimitcs of his vocation, and 
the first sermon that ever he made. But this world, they 
say, is made for the presumptuous. He did reasonably 
well, but nothing extraordinary, nor near his father, being 
rather slow of utterance, orator parum vehemens He 
hindered me from hearing the Bishop of Ely, whose text 
that day at court was, that we, being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear ; and 
they say he handled it excellently.® 




^ Henry King, afterwards Bishop of Chichester 
2 This discourse is printed among his “ Sermons,” p 983 
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This week, Sir John Merrick is arrived from Mascovia, 
where he hath been these three years and a half, 
and hath effected his business with good approbation. 
He was yesterday with the king, who used him very well 
and graciously, and had long conference with him. There 
is come an ambassador with him from thence, accompanied 
with seventy-five persons, to the great charge of that com- 
pany upon whose account they are like to tarry here seven 
or eight months. He would fain have had audience before 
the king’s going, but his furniture, and some of his com- 
pany, being not yet come to town, the king would not stay 
his leisure, though he have brought some presents to his 
liking, as white hawks, live sables, and I know not what 
else. 


Str Dudley Qaf^ton to John Chamberlmn, Esq. 

Hague, November 8, ]617 

Your letter ;^tiie 81st of the last was the last of many 
which I have received concerning the sad news of Mr 
Secretary Winwood’s decease, but the particulars thereof 
made it the most welcome, and if the concuirence in grief 
for his loss, of many here, may any way assuage youis 
there, I do not think any one of our nation, since the 
death of that nobleman to whom Mr. Secretary once 
belonged (the news whereof I received in your letter, 
being then in this town), hath been so generally lamented. 
I would say thus much to his virtuous and sorrowful lady, 
and add such comforts as usually pass betwixt friends on 
such occasions, if I thought her grief were usual, and to 
be eased by words. But I fear a contrary effect , and, 
therefore, will desire you to say for me, which is necessary 
in assurance of my service as due to his memory, who is 
with God, and to herself and hers. 

Touching myself, who am (as I find by many letters, 
and from some whom I never knew before) brought upon 
the stage amongst other candidates, you shall know in few 

woids nostram rationem. The Archbishop of Spalato 

and Mr. Brent assure me of my Lord of Canterbury; 
Sherbum of my lord keeper, Ben Rudier of my lord 

E 2 
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chamberlain ; Master Pory of my Lady Elizabeth ; 

others, of other lords and ladies ; and Sir Horace Vere 
gives me good hope of my Lord Arundel But the prin- 
cipal best waits all this while, who, unless he be made 
unto me by some of those before mentioned, I have no 
hope, being a stranger to him, and absent. Amongst all 
the pretenders you name, I give way, notwithstanding, to 
none but to Sir Thomas Edmondes, with whom it is not fit 
for me to enter into competition But, if he he contented 
with his place he hath already, I pray you advise with him 
for the fittest means for my good, which, if he undertake, 
he hath knowledge and dexterity to set all these wheels 
going ; which may carry me farther than my own, with 
which I flatter myself very little, for all the encourage- 
ments I receive from my friends. I send a letter herewith 
to Mr. Pory, which, I pray you, convey speedily unto him, 
he being lodged in the Strand, but I know not where, save 
only by description, at the next house where Sir Barnard 
Dewhurst died. 


John, Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, November 15, 1617 

Touching Secretary Winwood’s heart, and good meaning 
towards you, I was minded, though your letter had not 
given me occasion, at this time, to have wntten a passage 
we had the second day of his sickness. Upon my motion 
for your remove into France, he gave me divers reasons 
why you were better continued where you are, wishing 
even earnestly that he had never left it. But I, answering 
all with the regard of your health, and pressing it hard, he 
fell to conjure me to deal freely with him, what occasion 
of distaste you had taken, or he had given you, at your 
last being here, reckoning up withal what good offices he 
had done you, both then and before. I answered him 
truly, none that I knew or could perceive Then he in- 
sisted upon the letter you sent at your departure. I 
answered him as I had done before, that I understood no 
more of it, but that, when you went away, you told me 
you had wntten somewhat, that you wished might be as 
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well taken as it was well meant. Arid sure I could imagine 
it to be nothing else but some advertisement to use more 
patience, and give milder answers to those that addressed 
themselves to him in business, a defect much noted in him, 
and whereof both you and I, with many others, his good 
friends, had heard divers complain. Whereupon he fell 
into large apology for himself, that the multiplicity of 
business, the importunity and impertinency of divers 
suitors, might make him forget himself, but he always 
carried an upright mind to do all men right as far as lay 
in him, with much other talk to like purpose. But, in 
conclusion, I find that men’s dispositions and judgments 
are various, when that which, in all nght and reason, 
should have been reputed for a great kindness, was so 
unkindly taken 

Your father, Saville, is gone into Kent to his daughter, 
Sedley. The day before his going I met him, and wishedi 
him to apply to the Lady Hatton, whom he had already 
visited, but moved her in nothing, because the time was 
not fit, but he meant to do it before he went Some 
whisper that she is already engaged, and means to employ 
her full force, strength, and virtue for the Lord Haughton 
or Holies, who is become her pnme pnvy councillor, and 
doth by all means interest and combine her with the Lady 
of Suffolk and that house ; a man whom Sir Edward Coke 
can no ways endure, and from whose company he would 
fam, but cannot, debar her. The world speaks of laige 
offers made in his behalf, but others say, that he which is 
already in place makes as large to keep him and all others 
out. Neither is it now so much worth the following, 
seeing he hath gotten very lately the ^1400 a-year 
allowed for intelligence 

Sir Thomas Edmondes arrived here on Tuesday, and 
went yesterday toward Newmarket. On Thursday, I 
lighted on him at his lodging in Salisbury Couit, but had 
little conference with him, by reason of the multitude of 
visits, and his own haste to go forth But thus much he 
assured me, that no conditions could now make him affect 
the place, or undertake it, if it were offered to him. He 
hath brought over half a do/en Barbary horses and gennets. 
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Very dainty pieces they seem to be, but how he came by 
them, or what use he means to make of them, I know not. 

The king went not on Saturday, as he proposed, but 
staid Sunday to entertain the Muscovian ambassador, 
who had solemn audience, though with great confusion, 
by reason of the throng. And Sir Edward Coke, by what 
mischance I know not, stumbled and fell there before all 
the company. Besides the principal ambassador, there is 
a chancellor in commission with him, and three other 
special courtiers, that stand covered Their presents were 
carried publicly by their own people, and were the greatest 
that ever came thence, the very furs being estimated by 
those that are skilful, at better than £6000, though some 
talk of much more. There were divers hawks, with coats 
or coverings of crimson satin and other colours, em- 
broidered with pearl, a rich Persian dagger and knife, bows 
and arrows, Persian cloth of gold, with divers other things 
I remember not I was promised a list of all, but, seeing 
it comes not, I must tarry till my next. The king was 
very much pleased, and the more when he understood 
Queen Elizabeth never had such a present thence. 

The Lady Hatton’s feast was very magnificent, and the 
king graced her every way, and made four of her creatures 
knights- Sir Peter Chapman, that belongs to the Lord of 
Exeter; Sir Francis Needham, an old solicitor ’twixt her 
and Sir Christopher Hatton ; Sir Nathaniel Rich, a kins- 
man of Sir Roberts ; and one Withipole, a kinsman of her 
own. But the principal graces and favours lighted on the 
Lady Compton and her children, whom the king praised 
and kissed, and blessed all those that washed them well. 

This week, on Wednesday, she^ made a great feast to 
the Lady Hatton, and much court there is between them ; 
but, for aught I can hear, the Lady Hatton holds her hands, 
and gives not her milk so freely as was expected, which 
in time may turn the wind about again. There were some 
errors at the Lady Hatton’s feast (if it were not on purpose), 
that the lord chamberlain and the Lord of Arundel were 
not invited, but went away to their own dinner, and came 
back to wait on the king and prince But the greatest 

1 Lady Compton 
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error was, that the good man of jthe house was neither 
invited nor spoken of, but dined that day at the Temple. 

Here is a speech that the Earl of Buckingham means to 
resign the mastership of the horse to the Marquis of 
Hamilton, and is to compound with the lord admiral for 
his place. I understood no court mysteries, hut, if the 
case were mine, I should not allow of the exchange for 
many reasons. 


John, Chaniberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, November 29, 1617. 

This long term is come to an end at last, but with so 
little variety of anything worth the relating, that I never 
knew a more barren time. Yet what is wanting in weight 
you shall have in measure, as you may perceive by the large- 
ness of this packet, which grows great with your own 
store, saving an ill-compacted piece that comes from Dr. 
Caileton, elected Bishop of LlandaflP, by the removal of 
Dr Goodwin to Hereford, whereof he had the reversion 
during the life of Dr. Bennet, lately deceased ; which 
unusual kind of reversions may chance grow common in 
time, for Dr. Hewson hath already that of Oxford after 
the present incumbent.’ 

There is also a letter from Mr. Powlet, which, he says, 
concerns both you and his brother. It is not like I shall 
trouble you with any more from Mr. Wake, when he once 
understands the decease of Secretary Wmwood, and that 
his good friend. Sir Thomas Lake, is in so full possession. 
I am much beholden to him for his patience in continuing 
so long, having had nothing from me since Whitsuntide, 
and that being in a sort or cutting off so costly intercourse. 
1 know not how welcome your English speech will be to 
you, but it IS here very current The other pamphlet of 
Cocaya is newly come forth, but yesterday, and I have 
read little more of it than the title. 

Touching your business, and the many friends you find 
and well-wishers to it, I speak it impartially, that you are 
geneially named as most fit ; but it goes not always by 

^ Dr John Bridges 
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voices, and I did apprehend it at first and so do still, that 
if the Lady Hatton had taken it to heart when time was, 
it might have been effected. But she was all for that 
minion of heis, which, not succeeding, though she should 
change her mind, yet I doubt she could not do it so easily 
hereafter. For there was a time, when nothing would 
have been denied her that she could in reason have de- 
manded ; but that first heat being cooled, she may blow 
her nails twice before it kindle again. And withal men 
speak diversely of her manner of proceeding, and think 
her rather bent to puU down her husband than to use her 
power or favour either, for hei own good, or her friends. 
Yet the king gave him good words at parting, willing him 
to apply the Star Chamber and the council chamber till 
his return, and that he should receive no wrong. 

The young Lady Villiers is sent to her aunt, Sir Chris- 
topher Parkins’s lady, some say upon discontent, others 
more likely, that the humour m Sir John Vilhers’s leg 
bursts forth again, so that her company might do him harm. 
Howsoever, he is accounted but a weak man, so that there 
needed not so much ado to get him a wife. 

The Sweden ambassador is arnved, and lies at the Italian 
Ordinary I do not hear but he must tarry for audience 
till the king’s return Here is the Prince of Anhalt’s son, 
a fine young gentleman, they say, and well accompanied. 
The prince ’ went two days since towards Newmarket to 
the king He is practismg for a masque at Christmas, 
which they say shall be at the Earl of Buckingham’s 
charges. 

There is one returned from seeking the Lord Roos, and 
hath not found him. Sir Thomas Lake and his lady have put 
in a bill into the Star Chamber, against certain that have 
had heretofore deahngs with him, and another bill into 
the Chancery, which, upon the answer of the parties, is dis- 
missed the court ; and now the Earl of Exeter proposes a 
cross bill m the Chancery, against Sir Thomas and his lady, 
in the Lord Roos’s behalf, who, it is thought, will soon re- 
turn, if he find that his grandfather and father mean to 
.stick to him 


> Charles. 
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^ By the remove of the dean i6f Westminster to the 
bishopric of Lincoln, the mastership of the Savoy is like- 
wise void, which they say shall be bestowed upon the 
Archbishop of Spalato, though one Balcanqual, a Scottish 
man, pretends a promise in it. I doubt the place to be of 
no great worth, yet somewhat hath some favour. 

The Lady Winwood returns great thanks to you and 
my lady for your kind remembrance of her. She hath 
put off most of his servants and dealt with them all, giving 
the gentlemen twenty pounds a-piece, and the meaner sort 
after like proportion. John More and Abraham Williams 
have reversions of the clerkship of the signet, and the latter 
is m possibihty, or rather in a kind of possession, both by 
promise and practice, of Walgrave’s place, that was agent 
here for the Palsgrave and the Lady Elizabeth. 

Blundell is now at Newmarket about the obtaining of 
Sir Humphrey May’s place for the business of Ireland, he 
being willing to resign it, and this man is thought as fit as 
any both by the king and the Earl of Buckingham, so that, 
if he get it all. Sir Ralph Wmwood’s secretanes are well 
provided for so short a service. 


John Chamberlain^ Esq , to Sir Dudley Garleton, 

London, January 17, 1617-18 

I have httle to add to what I wrote the last week, more 
than the knighting of Sir John Bingley at Theobalds, where 
the play or interlude did not rise to the expectation, 
but rather fell out the wrong way, specially by reason of a 
certain song, sung by Sir John Finett, wherein the rest bear 
the burden, of such scurrilous and base stuff, that it put 
the king out of his good humour, and all the rest that 

^ At the commencement of the following letter the writer complains of the very 
objectionable character of one of the dramatic entertainments performed before the 
court but this evil was m a great measure owing to the king, whose low taste the 
dramatists had continued to gratify, till their language had become such an outrage 
upon common decency, that even his majesty thought proper, in this instance at 
least, to seem ashamed of it This is the great leproach of the dramatic hterature 
of the time, and though we are far from considering the authors free from censure, 
the fault rests much more with their patrons than with themselves It is very clear 
that Sir John Finett would not have ventured to sing the “ certain song ” men- 
tioned m the letter, unless ** the scurrilous and base stuff,” of which it is said to 
have been composed, was thought agreeable to the audience for which it had been 
written 
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heard it. And I marvd the more that, amongst so many, 
none had the judgment to see how unfit it was to bring 
such beastly gear in public before a prince For besides 
those I named in my last, Sir William Uvedal, Sir Thomas 
Jemingham, Sir Arthur Lake, and George Garret,* were 
of the concert. 

On Sunday last, Bayley, that came away from Sir 
Walter Raleigh, was from the council table committed 
close prisoner to the Gatehouse Our Merchant Adven- 
turers have lately lent, or rather given, by way of present 
to the king, i650,000, for their antient privileges and im- 
munities, and to be protected and secured from interlopers : 
wherein there will be some difficulty, seeing they claim 
and challenge free traffic by the laws of the realm, and 
their birthright , and divers of them are committed to the 
Marshalsea for refusing to enter into bonds to desist In 
the mean time, the merchants, having paid in the major 
part of this money, hold their hand for the remainder till 
this point be better cleared. Wherein the present recess 
makes for their advantage, howsoever they speed here- 
after. 

We have now four masters of Requests in ordinary : 
Sir Christopher Parkins, Sir Sidney Montagu, Sir Lionel 
Cranfield, and Sir Ralph Freeman, appointed to wait by 
months. But the king says, as these fail, he will reduce 
them to the wonted number of two. 

Sir Humphrey May is surveyor of the Court of Wards, 
since Sir Robert Naunton was made secretary ; at least, so 
it is given out But many things are said that come not 
always to pass. As I wrote you that the Archbishop of 
Spalato was master of the Savoy, and Balconqual clerk 
of the closet : but yet it is neither so, nor so, though it 
was reported for truth. But on twelfth-day the poor 
man gave the king a petition, wherein he complained, that 
he was driven to live aliend quadra, and that in a country 
and place of such abundance he should be omnium egm- 
tissimus. I hear the king gave him a new-year’s gift of 

1 Several ofBr Bonne’s letterb are addressed to him (1651, 4to ) It is presumed 
that his name was Gerrard, that he corresponded m that name with the Earl of 
Strafford, and was chosen mabter of the Charter House, m 161*7-18 
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a place to the value of a hundred pounds, and the lord 
chancellor gave him one of forty. 

Sir Thomas Lake’s barony is at a stand ; for having 
obtained the making of one, he found means to name 
himself, which the king yielded to . but then it was re- 
monstrated to the king, how unfit it was, that a man of 
his fashion and education should have precedence of all 
the barons in England, (as by virtue of his office he was to 
have) the king said that was not his meaning : but because 
he had promised he should be a baron, if he would, so that 
he left his office of secretary ; which he means not to do, 
unless ambition prevails very much with him and his lady, 
who is said to have brought him into a strange labyrinth, 
by accusing the Lady of Exeter of practising to poison the 
daughter of the Lady Roos, and sending for a servant of 
hers by a wile, who he himself examined, and kept prisoner 
in his own house, which is thought somewhat hard in his 
own cause. 

The king, at his going hence, appointed the lord chan- 
cellor and the two lords chief justices to examine the 
matter, who upon Monday had the Lady of Exeter, and 
others before them, but, for aught I hear, can make little 
or nothing of it, which, if it so fall out, no question but my 
Lord of Exeter and his and her friends will by all means 
prevent the slander and scandal. 

Sir Henry Cary’s business is where it was ; and so I 
think will continue till the king’s return hither. 

We hear nothing yet out of Spain one way or other. 


jRev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, January 23, 1618 

Sir George Calvert, clerk of the council, is made secretary 
of state, in Sir John Lake’s place. Read, who sometimes 
attended upon Sir Fulk Greville, is, by his means, pre- 
ferred to be secretary of the Latin tongue. Stukeley and 
his son are both pardoned ; only the father is deprived of 
his place of vice-admiral of the western parts. Sarah 
Swarron,' being upon the point of receiving her punish- 

J Servant of Lady Roos 
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ment, offered to confess divers things, in case she might 
be pardoned, whereupon she was earned to my lord chief 
justice, who hath taken her confession, and sent it sealed 
up to the king ; and, in the mean time, execution of the 
sentence is at least suspended. 

My Loid Hay is appointed to go ambassador to Vienna, 
to help to accommodate matters between the Bohemians 
and Ferdinand their king ; some say upon the instances of 
Spain, others to cut off all occasion from the Spaniard 
entering with his forces into those States. Before Easter, 
he IS to take his journey, and hath commission, as I hear, 
to return by Lorraine. 

The Conde de Gondomar writes how he is appointed to 
go and be lieger into France, but first to come extraordinaiy 
ambassador in these parts; which makes such as are 
affected to the Spanish match conceive good hopes of 
success. 

My Lady Harrington hath her congee to depart from 
Heidelberg, by the Palsgrave and by our king likewise, and 
is expected here within these three weeks, to be at the 
celebration of the marriage between her grandchild, Mrs. 
Chichester, and the Marquis of Hamilton’s son. 

From France, we hear for certain that the Duke of 
Espeinon hath stolen away the queen mother, and carried 
her away into his government of Angouleme, where he 
fortifies lumself against the king. Mayaux hath reprinted 
his Grammar of the French Language anew, and dedicated 
it to our rear-admiral, sometime his scholar; he presented 
it by his son, who received in recompense 100 Jacobuses 
for his father, and twenty more for his own charges Oest 
de les faire riches tom deux. 

Your parsonage in Lincolnshire is to be compounded 
for. The party who is instated m it for the present means 
to sell his title, and Sir Thomas Grantham hath made stay 
thereof, that you may have the refusal. 

J ohn Chamierlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, January dl, 161'7~18. 

The king is yet at Newmarket, but means to be here at 
Shrovetide, if his leg or aim will give him leave, of both 
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which he hath complained now tiis fortnight, and keeps 
altogether within doors. 

Sir John Deckham died on Thursday i of a lethargy, 
or by disease, leaving one son and two daughters, and 
thirteen or fourteen hundred pound land, with seven or 
eight thousand pound debt. There is a great posting and 
pursuit for his place,* to which a world of competitors 
pretend ; for now that the market is open, every one thinks 
his penny good silver. Though Sir Thomas Edmondes, 
Sir Edward Coke, both the secretaries, and some others, 
hope to have it gratis, yet Sir Thomas Savage, Sir Richard 
Weston,® Sir Lionel Cranfield, and I know not how many 
more, go to it by the plain way of purchase, wherein, they 
say, the Lord Holies makes the fairest offer, if he may 
have a councillorship with it. But it is given out that 
the king hath no manner of liking to him in any sort, 
neither [boiled] nor roasted. 

The Lord Cavendish hath lost his younger son, whom 
he had by his lady, a very hopeful and towardly young 
gentleman, of some dozen years old, and already knighted ; 
so IS like to prove a good windfall in Sir William’s way ; for 
the father was purposed to leave him 1B6OOO land, besides 
goods, which had been a large portion for a younger brother. 

The lord chancellor on Tuesday went by warrant to the 
Lord Wotton to receive his staff, which he sent away im- 
mediately to the king ; and on Thursday Mr. Comptroller 
and Sir Henry Cary followed it, with expectation, or 
rather assurance, to interchange to-morrow or next day. 
Young Sir Henry Mildmay is already in possession, and 
master of the Jewel House 

Sir Thomas Edmondes is in concert with the duke,^ to 
farm the green wax, as they call it, or the seal of the 
exchequer, which, it is thought, will prove a matter of 
great benefit to them. As likewise the lord chancellor 
farms the great seal or subpoenas, which the world judges 
cannot he so little worth as ^2000 clear profit yearly. 
In the mean time, divers other officers fare the worse, and 
are impaired by these parings. 

^ January 21 2 Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 

® Afterwards chancellor of the Exchequer, lord treasurer, and Earl of Portland 
■* Of Lennox 
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The Lady Roos’s busAess with the Lady of Exeter hath 
been heaid twice or thnce ; and the whole process sealed 
up and sent to the king. I hear the Lord of Exeter hath 
sent to crave leave to prosecute the contrivers of this 
scandal against his wife in the Star Chamber He was 
nothing contented with the carriage of the cause, but did 
moderately complain of hard measure. Whereupon the 
lord chancellor wrote to him to set down his grievances ; 
which he refusmg, and, if the hard weather had permitted, 
pretending to go to the king. I hear that he went to him 
himself to give him all satisfaction 

The last week our RecorderBenn was put out of commons 
at the Temple, and debarred of pleading at any bar by 
the judges, for falling foul of the lord chief justice’ at the 
sessions, and telling him he had no more to do there than 
an ordinary justice, but, by late letters from Newmarket, 
he is restored, and all things shut up suh silentio. 

Our East Indian fleet is setting out, and some of them 
gone down to Gravesend. They go stronger and more 
than ever heretofore, being nine good ships and of great 
burden, three or four of them new built. Sir Thomas 
Dalton should go general ; but, if he comes not back from 
you the sooner, he is like to be left behind, and so lose 
his employment 

The king hath given a patent to one Sir James Cotting- 
ham, a Scottish knight, to raise an East India Company 
there, whereof he and his heirs are to be governors, none to 
be admitted but by his and their approbation. They have 
liberty to trade into the East and West Indies, Turkey, 
Greenland, or to any other place already discovered, or to 
be discovered. They may furnish themselves of shipping, 
manners, victual, or anything else they need in any port 
of England, where all officers are to assist them, as like- 
wise they may vent their commodities here, and that which 
in the reading it seemed to me most strange, that not only 
Scots, but English or any other stranger, may be admitted 
into this society ; and yet it must be called and accounted 
the Scottish Company, with a number of other laige pnvi- 
leges, which do directly infringe former grants, and cross 

1 Sir Edward Montagu 
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the whole course of our traffic. !^at the best is, they do 
only yet make a noise and show, and seek all over for 
partners and adventurers, which come slowly m ; and, as 
I hear, would fain compound and sell their rights and 
interests to the East India Company. 

The Lord Delawar is returning to Virginia, and carries 
with him seven or eight score men. Sir Thomas Gates 
makes account to follow him some time this next summer. 

The Venetian ambassador is busy in hinng ships here 
to serve the Signory , and hath agreed with Sir Henry 
Peyton to carry thither 500 soldiers, whereat, I hear, the 
Spanish ambassador storms exceedingly; and though he 
be very crazy, yet hath not the patience to tarry the 
king’s coming, but is gone to Newmarket to hinder all he 
can ; wherein, I fear, he shall have the better audience, 
for that It is secretly whispered that our business in Spain 
is in good forwardness, being of late bruited here that it 
was utterly broken off. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Cat Iton. 

London, February 14, IBH-IS 

Your letters of the 3rd of this present were delivered 
here by Mr. Baskerville the 10th I thank you very much 
for the papers that accompanied them, which I will return 
when I have thoroughly read and perused them, which I 
have not yet done, by reason of our lectures at Paul’s 
this term-time, and after I once go out of doors in the 
morning, I seldom come home till late at night. You 
need not misdoubt the passing of them through many 
hands, for I am now come to that pass, that I keep not 
any company that cares for such matters, or that, indeed, 
are capable of them, saving Mr. Camden, who makes a 
journey once a week into Paul’s, the more to meet and 
show me such ocourients as he hath from Mr. Beecher, 
and others out of France ; which, together with what I 
have from you, is now in a mannei all the entertainment 
I have. 

I made an errand to Ely House, to have shown the 
bishop the pope’s determination ’twixt the Franciscans 



04 ) THE COURT AND TIMES OF 

and Jacobins, if he had*iiot seen it; as likewise what you 
wrote concerning Grotius, to make him, at least, more 
wary hereafter, though, for aught I ever heard, he hath 
used caution enough that way ; but he was at Lambeth, 
and lies now at Whitehall, where, in Secretary Winwood’s 
time, I came but seldom, and now not at all. 

Mr. Pory is come back, I met with him two day’s 
since, and he will not be known that he was farther than 
Turin, and south parts of France, whether he would seeia 
to have some employment. He talks much of Mr. Wake, 
what credit he is, what a pot and table he keeps, more 
like an ambassador than an agent ; and that he is in- such 
favour with the duke, that he will do nothing without him. 

The Earl of Shrewsbury* died here this week. A kins- 
man of his, called Talbot,® of Grafton, succeeds in the 
earldom; but I think his land returns to his brother’s 
daughters,® as heirs general both to their father and him. 
In this small time that he was earl, he had recovered 
£8000 from them and their mother. 

I know not whether I wrote you, that Dr. Blincour^ is 
lately dead at Oxford, leaving to the value of £3000, a 
good part whereof he bestowed upon Oriel College. There 
hath been somewhat ado about the choice of a new pro- 
vost, the lord chancellor labouring for a chaplain of his, 
one Lewis,® a man of twenty-six years old, who, I hear, 
by his means hath carried it, Mr. Sherburn having been 
employed hither three or four days about it. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury and Bishop of London stood for 
others of more years and gravity , but the lord chancellor 
expostulating with the Bishop of London for crossing him 
in this business, he told him he did it only in respect of 
the unfitness of his age, which was the way to bring the 
university, and the government of it, into contempt, when 
such striplings should be made the heads of houses. 
Whereto he replied, that he respected not minority of 
years where there was majority of parts. 

^ Edward, eighth earl 2 George, ninth earl 

^Mary, roamed to William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, Elizabeth, to Henry 
0rey, Earl of Kent, and Alathea, to Thomas Howard, Earl of Arundel 

♦ Anthony Blmcour, LL I) 

* William Lewis, H D , Prebendary of Winchester He died in 1667 
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He hath lately taken order, th*? serjeants-at-law shall, 
in all commissions of the peace, have place of knights . 
whereat they begin to storm, and it may prove a general 
giievance among them. 

Dr. Abbot, bishop of Salisbury, buried his wife in No- 
vember last, and in January married Dr. Cheynell’s widow, 
a physician of Oxford The Archbishop of Canteibury 
was nothing pleased with it when he heard of it, nor I 
think nobody else that wished him well I told you of 
one Simpson of Cambridge, that pleached some Arminian 
points before the king ; which being appointed to retract 
in the same place, when he came he made a very excellent 
sermon otherwise, but spake not a word of that was 
looked for and enjoined him. Whereat the king was 
much displeased, and hath since taken Older, that in ano- 
ther sermon he shall clearly deliver his mind in such and 
such points. 

Here is one Thraske, who was first a puritan, then a 
Separatist, and now is become a Jewish Christian, ob- 
serving the Sabbath on a Saturday, abstaining fiom swine’s 
flesh, and all things commanded in the law You will 
not think what a number of foolish followers he hath in 
this town, and some other parts, and yet he hath not 
been long of this opinion. He and divers of them are in 
prison, but continue obstinate ; whereby a man may see 
there can arise no such absurd opinion but shall find fol- 
lowers and disciples 

One Dr. Wellet,* who hath been a writer, and is bene- 
ficed in Cambiidgeshire,® is committed to the custody of 
Dr White, for writing and dispersing among some friends 
and gentlemen in Norfolk and Suffolk a Treatise against 
the Spanish Match, which they say goes on with might 
and mam; and that certain commissioners are to come 
thence presently, after Sir John Digby’s return, among 
whom is named the Duke of Braganza. But whether this 
be true or no, the Spanish ambassador gives out to his 
friends, that it is certainly concluded, and wants nothing 
but formalities 

Here was a rumour, that we shall shortly have four or 

1 Andiew Willett, D D ^ At Barley 


VOL. II 


P 



66 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


five dukes made , that Sir John Villiers is to be created a 
lord or viscount, and his mother, the Lady Compton, a 
countess or marchioness, though hei husband be not to 
rise, but to continue where he is. I should not wiite 
these unlikely things, but that now-a-days what seems 
most improbable mostly comes soonest to pass.’^ 

The king comes to town this day, but how long he 
stays, and what else comes to hand, you shall have in 
my next. 

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dvdley Carlton. 

London, February 21, 1617-J8 

I went again this week to my Loid of Ely, and had 
some speech with him concerning Grotius, from whom he 
confesses he had letters lately, and that before Chnstmas 
one came to him for an answer ; but, being presently to 
preach at court, and not finding himself well at ease, he 
made his excuse. But I perceive by this that he holds 
him for a very learned and able man , yet I doubt not but 
this little conference will serve him for a caveat hereafter 
I lent him the Pope’s determination ’twixt the Franciscans 
and Jacobins, and the censure of the Soibonists upon the 
Archbishop of Spalato’s books, which I met with aU by 
chance, neither of which he had seen. 

On Shrove Tuesday the prince’s masque for Twelfth 
Night was represented again, with some few alterations 
and additions, but little bettered On Thursday night the 
gentlemen of Gray’s Inn came to the court with their 
show, for I cannot call it a masque, seeing they were not 
disguised, nor had vizards For the rest, their fashion and 
device were well approved, though it were thought to be 
somewhat out of season to revel in Lent. The cause 
whereof was, that they would not be turned into the Hall, 
as was appointed, on Shrove Monday, by reason that the 
prince’s shows and devices could not be set up and orderly 
placed in so short time, if they should possess the Ban- 
queting Room the night before , but, seeing no reason nor 
persuasions would serve their turn, they must of necessity 
be put off till Thursday, or some time longer. The queen 

1 It did come to pass Sir John was created Viscount Purbech, and his mother 
Countess of Buckingham 
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was not present at either of them, but keeps close at 
Denmark House There be a number of fine young gal- 
lants about the court, more than I formerly mentioned, 
specially young Bell and Rookwood. This mustering of 
minors, and pressing so fast forward, makes the world 
suspect that it is toward a turning watei. 

Dr. John Donne preached yesterday at Whitehall; but 
the king was not there, being weary belike of the former 
night’s watching. 

There is a speech, of the king’s going to Royston, or 
Newmarket, all this Lent. But it is said, he means to 
spend the time about Hampton, Okem, and such places 
hereabout, most part of the week, and come back every 
Saturday. 

There was so good order taken, and so strong watches 
and guards set in divers places, that our ’prentices did 
little harm on Shrove Tuesday. Yet they had a cast at 
New Bridewell, beyond St. John’s Street, and pulled down 
two or three houses in other places. They have grown of 
late to that number and insolency, that they will hardly 
be suppressed, without doing or receiving some great 
mischief. 

Mr. Trumbull is going over again, having obtained 
double allowance for his entertainment hereafter, upon the 
precedent of Mr Becher and no doubt but Mr. Wake 
will follow the example. 

Here is a poor Spaniard that hath lived a very austere 
life, these ten or eleven yeais, about this town, conversing 
with nobody. Of late, I know not how, he is fallen into 
blasphemous speeches, and assertions of our Saviour, his 
apostles, Moses, David, and generally of all scripture ; for 
which he hath been convented now thrice, before the high 
commission, and, on Thursday next, is his last day. What 
they will do with him, God knows ; but I verily think he 
is distracted, though he seem to answer reasonably to some 
questions. He hath been a Cistercian monk, and hath 
some little philosophy, but no great learning any way. 
He was well affected, and came daily to service at St. 
Paul’s and other places, and hath received the communion , 
but for these three or four yeais hath abstained. He is a 

F 2 
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miserable creatuie, and'" hath not shifted anything about 
him these five or six years, inasmuch, that I am per- 
suaded, the veiy stench and nastiness that he carrieth 
about him hath distempered his brain. I write the more 
of him, because he is, in a manner, all the talk we have ; 
and some foolish preachers recite his blasphemies and 
opinions in the pulpit 

The prince was purposed to send Sir Thomas Howard 
as his deputy to the christening at Heidelberg, but the 
queen not being minded to semi any for her pait, it is 
thought raoie fit to appoint two gentlemen usheis, who are 
to make choice of deputies there, for the avoiding of 
fuither charge and trouble. 


Mr. Adam Newton to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart 

London, February 26, 1617-18 

Because I have a mind to requite you with news, which 
you may peichance by some of your friends here know 
better than myself, our king and council, at this tune, 
are troubled with no business so much as the foul matter 
betwixt your good acquaintance, the Countess of Exeter,^ 
and the Lady Roos ^ and her mother ® Sir Thomas Lake 
would diaw it fiom the council table to the Star Chamber . 
and it is thought thither it must go, because that is the 
just and ordinary oouise of law. But, in the meanwhile, 
the said Lady Roos and her maid are committed, herself 
to my Lord Bishop of London, since Monday last , the 
cause thereof is thought, because she would not give direct 
answer to the lords of the council of that she was de- 
manded , which IS said to be something concerning her 
husband, that she had revealed unto the king in seciet, upon 
his maj'esty’s promise to conceal it ^ But she stands upon 
the point of honour, that she will tell no more tales. The 
business is handled with great violence, and my Lady 
Exeter not only challenged of a purpose to imprison the 
young lady, but assertions laid upon her honesty many 
ways, namely, a precontract, alleged with Sir James Crane, 

1 Frances Bridges, second wife of Thomas Cecil, Earl of Exeter 

2 Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Lake, secretary of state, was married Febru- 
« ary 12, 1616-17, to William, Lord Ross, grandson ot Thomas, Earl of Exeter 

^ Mary, eldest daughtei of Sii William Ryder, Lord Mayoi of London m 1600 

^ Of this extraordinary transaction the reader will leain more presently 
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who, you know, served Sir ThomaripSmith, her fiist husband 
Too much familial ity alleged with my Lord Roos himself. 
How these things may he made apparent many do doubt. 
Amongst other proofs, her own letters to the Lady Roos 
are produced one confessing she had done her wrong, &c. 
But this the king himself, upon comparing with others, 
suspects to be counterfeit What it will turn to God 
knows; but the indifferent judges do apprehend that, by 
some subtle and working spirit, there be tricks put upon 
both parties You may remember, that no man was thought 
to have greater wrong by that marriage than yourself. 
Therefore, it behoveth you, brother, to look to it, that your 
finger be not in it. One Lucas Hatton is said to have 
been the first informer of the Lady Lake and her daughter, 
of the plots laid against them by the countess, and they 
affirm they will prove it. Yet he doth mainly deny it, 
and IS in piison When I shall hear further of the busi- 
ness, you shall know more. In the meanwhile, you may 
bless yourself, and thank God that you missed of that 
bargain ; at least so do I, who to you and youis wish all 
happiness and quietness, as to myself 


John ChaTnberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, February 28, ISl'Z-S 

Had it not been for this enclosed, which I received 
yesterday, you had not heard of me this week ; heie being 
little or nothing to write, unless I should tell you that most 
of our young court gallants are vanished like mushrooms, 
by reason that, the day before the king’s going to Theo- 
balds, the lord chamberlain, by express order, told young 
Monson, that the king did not like of his forwardness, and 
presenting himself continually about him That his father 
and uncle* were not long since called in question, for 
matters of no small moment. That his own education had 
been in such places, and with such persons, as was not to 
be allowed of Wherefore, his maj'esty willed him, from 
henceforth, to forbear his presence , and, if he would 
follow his advice, he should likewise forbear the court 
This was a shrewd reprimand, 'and cross blow, to some, 

’ Sir Thomas andiSir Wilham Monson 
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who, they say, made Account to nse and recover their 
fortunes, by setting up this new idol, and took great pains 
in tricking and pranking him up, besides washing his face 
every day with posset-curd.^ 

On Sunday last. Lady Roos was, from the council- 
table, committed to the custody of the Bishop of London, 
with orders, that none should have access, or speak with 
her, but m his healing Her maid was then likewise 
committed to Mr. Doubleday; but Secretary Lake, by 
warrant from the council, went the next morning to his 
daughter, and had a long conference with her apart ; and 
hath spoken with her once or twice since ; in both which 
whether he have exceeded his commission, is a query, and 
as men are affected to the cause, or persons raoie or less 
questionable. The business is now in the king’s hands ; but 
with this caution from the Earl of Exeter, that he recom- 
mends it unto him as to a judge, and a honest judge, and 
not as an arbitrator. Sir Thomas Lake, and that side, desire 
to be left to the law, and that they may follow it in the 
Star Chamber ; which the Earl of Exeter seeks by all means 
to avoid, as a dilatory course, and that more like to make 
an end of him sooner than the cause. For my part, I 
know not what to conjecture. But it should seem that 
Sir Thomas Lake and his are fallen into a labyrinth, 
whence they know not how to get out For it behoves 
him to make good proofs of so heinous imputations against 
a lady of her sort. And it stands upon her likewise to 
deal herself of so foul scandals of precontracts, adultery, 
incest, murder, poison, and such like peccadilloes. I have 
gone farther in this matter than I meant at first ; for it 
had been better to attend the issue, than to write so un- 
certainly, and by guess. But, for want of other news, I 
do only tell you what is said in Paul’s. 

The Lady Roos was committed, for refusing to answer 
certain questions at the council-table, whereto she had 
answered before, both to the kmg himself and to the 
commissioners. She is described and pointed out to be 
a very pert lady, and is said to domineer as much over 
her mother, as her mother doeth over some others. 

^ Ihis shows to what a height the^^kmg^s fancy for handsome young men had 
arrived hut the favourite detected the attempt to bring forward a rival, and had 
the power to defeat it, for a time 
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H r younger brother, Sir Artfihr Lake, •would fain 
show himself a champion in this cause, and take any oc- 
casion to brabble; as the Marquis Hamilton and the Lord 
Hay weie talking together, he overheard the Marquis 
say, raeriily, that the king had need be another Solomon, 
to judge between the harlots; he, interposing, said he 
would justify the one to be none ; and the Lord Hay, 
standing in defence of the honour of his grandmother, they 
had like to have grown to question, but that the Marquis 
excused his speech, as spoken without malice, but only m 
jest, as the text came into his mind ^ 

The Spaniard was not called on Thursday, ad audien- 
dum jtidteium, as was appointed, but was put off till some 
other time Some say, the king will take the cause into 
consideration, and order it as he shall find fit. Others 
say, the Spanish ambassador desires to have him delivered, 
that he may send him into Spam to be tiied. The Lord 
of Arundel was with him in Biidewell, on Wednesday, 
and carried a divine or two with him ; but no good came 
of it. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, April 10, 1618 

We were never at so low an ebb for matter of news, 
especially public ; so that we are fain to set ourselves a 
work with the poorest entertainment, that you have 
lightly seen, or heard of ; as on Wednesday, •with a race 
of two footmen from St. Albans to Clerkenwell ; the one 
an Englishman, belonging lately to the Countess of 
Bedford, but now to the king ; the other an Irish youth, 
that lost the day, and I know not how much money laid 
on his head. The sums no doubt were very great, when 
my Lord of Buckingham, for his part, went away with 
503000 ; and, it is said for certain, there was more than 
twice as much won and lost that day. The Irish youth 

^ This IS another fearful passage m the history of the times, m which forgery and 
incest were the principal features The case taken in all its beaimgs,’^ says a 
popular historian, “ will leave a very unfavourable notion of the morality of the 
age , and, if we couple it with the scene of iniquity by the history and trials of the 
Earl and Countess of Somerset, will convince us, that at this period the most 
shameful and degrading vices were not uncommon among persons of the first rank 
and consideration m the state — Lingard, vol ix , p 164 
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serves Sir How4,rd, a younger son of the lord 

treasuier, and the general opinion is, that if the lace 
had been shorter, and the weather and ways not so extreme 
foul, oux man had been put to the worse, though he had 
made good proof of himself heretofore; and ’tis a very 
lusty, able fellow, but carried it now by main strength, so 
that the other gives over ’twixt this and Highgate, when 
he was not twice his length behind him. This story were 
not worth the telling, but that you may see we have 
little to do, when we are so far affected with these 
trifles, that all the court, in a manner, lords and ladies, 
some ferther off, some nearer, went to see this lace, and 
the king himself, almost as far as Barnet . and, though 
the weather was so sour and foul, yet he was scant fils de 
bonne mire, that went not out to see , insomuch, that it is 
verily thought there was as many people as at the king’s 
first coming to London And, for the courtiers on horse- 
back, they were so pitifully bewrayed and bedaubed all 
ovei, that they could scant be known, one from another. 
Besides divers of them came to have falls and other mis- 
haps, by reason of the multitude of horses. 

The king went yesterday to Theobalds, and comes back 
to-morrow. The queen was yesterday at the Exchange ; 
and, though she meant to go privately, yet, being dis- 
covered, she was no sooner in the above, but the press grew 
so great, that they were fain to shut the doors 

Young Monson’s friends faint not for all the first foil, 
but set him on still. What grounds they have I know 
not ; but this Easter he received the communion at my 
Lord of Canterbury’s, by appointment. And when the 
king was lately moved to give him leave to travel, for that 
he could live with no contentment here, being debarred 
his presence, the king would not grant his license, and 
said that it was more than he knew that he was forbidden 
his presence If this be true, and somewhat else I have 
heard, he is in a good way to come forwards, though 
perhaps not soon, hvA pedetentim. And, withal, the time 
grows on, wherein it hath been usually observed to have a 
Welter in court, as the Scotchmen call it. In the mean 
time, Somerset lives plentifully in the Tower, where he 
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builds, and translates his lodg‘*^g; which he may the 
better do, if he have ^3000 land allotted and assured him 
of late, as the speech goes. 

I know not whether I wrote to you that the Bishop of 
Oxford^ is dead; and the Lord of Montgomery lost his 
younger son on Good Friday. It is given out that the 
Archbishop of Spalato preaches again on Sunday sennight 
at Mercers’ Ghapel ; and that, thenceforth, Calandrim, an 
Italian, born at Geneva, and brother to Burlamachi’s wife, 
shall be established preacher of the St. Alban church. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, April 29, 1618 

I was in very good hope that we might have had you 
here this week, if the letter with your licence had found 
but an ordinary passage. For my lady counts the days 
and hours since her man’s departure, and, according to 
her account, he might be with you in good time. But, as 
it falls out, I am not so sorry for your stay, as glad that 
you weie not in the tempest we had here on Sunday night, 
at north-west, one of the sorest that I have heard ; which 
puts me in remembrance and practice of that we pray for 
in the petition for all that travel by land or by water. 
In which number you were m my special memento, by 
way of provision, if you should need it We have hitherto 
had a very untoward spring, and such as the oldest men 
alive say they have not seen the like, specially for this 
month of April , wherein it is observed, that there hath 
not a day past, but that, within the compass of twelve 
hours, there hath been either ram, hail, snow, or frost 
On Monday was se’nnight, the queen went from Den- 
mark House to Whitehall, with somewhat more than usual 
state, being accompanied with most of the nobility about 
the court, and seven or eight and twenty coaches. Yester- 
day, she removed to Greenwich, and the king, the day 
before, to Theobalds, whence he comes back at the 
end of the week, and, after some little stay here, means 
to settle at Gieenwich for some time; so that the journey 

^ Dr John Bridges " 
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to Audley End, and int6 Norfolk, seems to be qnite dashed 
aside and out of date. 

St George’s day past with much solemnity, the lords 
and their followers being very gay and gallant, specially 
my Lord of Buckingham, who was very bountiful to forty 
of his gentlemen, in giving them ^650 a-piece to provide 
themselves, and ^20 a man to ten yeomen (which number 
of fifty they may not exceed, by a prescnpt order taken 
not long since), besides a hundred pounds he gave them 
to make them a supper and a play the next night, at the 
Mitre, in Fleet Street. I must not forget that Mr. 
Packer was there, very formally, in his blue coat, and 
a chain of diamonds, which I know not where he bor- 
rowed. 

This day, one Wrangham, a gentleman of Norfolk, 
is brought into the Star Chamber ore tenus, (as they call 
it) for complaining of a decree made against him by the 
lord chancellor, contrary to two former decrees of his 
predecessor, and accusing him of injustice. Howsoever it 
it be, the poor gentleman is in the wrong, and suffered 
himself to be transported too far. For unless he can prove 
corruption, which were hard to do, he is hke to undergo a 
sentence, and to be censured. 

Our friend, little John More, is in a peck of troubles 
likewise, in that court, about a juggling deed of gift, as is 
pretended. It hath been heard two days already, and this 
day sennight is peremptorily set down when he shall know 
his doom. He carries out the matter well, and with great 
confidence; but I have heard some (not partial), that 
upon the former hearings misdoubt him more than he doth 
himself 

It IS now fully resolved, that Sir Dudley Digges goes 
ambassador into Muscovy, about the end of the next 
month or the beginning of June. 

Among a number of candidates for the bishopric of 
Oxford,^ I hear Dr. Carleton, elect Bishop of Llandaff, is in 
most possibility. I could wish him a better that is like to 
fall shortly, if the Bishop of Winchester® be in so weak case 

^ Dr John Howson succeeded to it 
® Dr James Montague, who died July 20, 1618 
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as IS reported, that the firat warfe weather will carry him 

away of a dropsy. 

Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

Greenwich, June 16, 1618 

Germany is like to fall into combustion upon this occa- 
sion The Protestants of Bohemia, conceiving some wrong 
done to them by their late elected king, who sought to 
abridge divers of their privileges and liberties, assembled 
one day at Prague, m the senate house, and thither sum- 
moned the secretary of state, and other such principal 
officers and counsellors, from whose suggestion and in- 
stigation they supposed it to proceed; and having first 
contested with them thereupon, threw them all out of a 
window, being very high, and killed some, maimed others ; 
only the secretary, falling upon a dunghill, and being, as is 
leported, a man of little stature, received no harm at all, 
but fled and escaped, giving thereby occasion to the Papists 
of framing a new miracle. This so alarmed all the city 
of Prague, as most of the Papists there inhabiting took the 
alarm and fled, especially the religious houses, and amongst 
them none so forward as the Jesuits, albeit, the chief 
among the Protestants caused proclamation to be presently 
made, that no violence or insolence whatsoever should be 
offered unto any one The Protestants, not staying here, 
immediately raised two regiments of foot, and a thousand 
horse, and put themselves into the field under the com- 
mand of the Count of Tournon, as I remember, who was 
a principal actor in the exploit ; and are likely, not only 
to frustrate the design that was had of holding a diet at 
Ratisbon, for the election of a new king of the Romans, 
July 24th, but of putting all that province into terrible 
combustion. 

From Italy, we likewise hear of the discovery of a 
strange conspiracy and practice by the Spanish ambas- 
sador and the Pope’s nuncio upon Venice, who, by certain 
instruments, to the number, it is said, of two hundred, 
resolved to set fire on their arsenal, to surprise St. Mark’s, 
and despoil it of the treasure, and to possess themselves of 
the Rialto, where they meant to expect; whilst, in the 
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interim, the fire were given to the rest of the city, to the 
uttei subversion of that State Whereunto some add, that 
the Duke of Ossuna had, at the same time, another pi no- 
tice upon Coifu, which the governor of that island should 
have betrayed into his hands, and so make himself master 
of the gulf, had not all been happily brought to light (but 
I cannot tell by what means) upon the veiy point of 
execution ^ Divers have been already executed for having 
been accessoiies to this conspiracy, more tortured to 
sound the full depth thereof. But the failing of this 
attempt, it seems, wrought so effectually with Don Pedro 
de Toledo, governor of Milan, as immediately he delivered 
up Vercelli into the Duke of Savoy’s hands at a time when 
he least dreamed of it (Friday last was sennight) ; thereof 
the duke presently, by an express messenger, advertised 
our king. And some say these Spanish proceedings are 
no gieat good motives to persuade the maiiiage which is 
now in treaty. 

The Spanish ambassador® took his leave here at court 
on Sunday was sennight, and was with a great deal of 
honour dismissed, both by the king and queen. And the 
voice is, that his majesty hath, in effect, yielded to all the 
articles ; that of the children’s education excepted, which 
IS modified in this manner, that the mother shall have the 
sole bringing of them up, as long as usually was permitted 
unto mothers in Catholic times , which is as much as not 
at all. But that he will not declare himself, until the 
King of Spam shall have procured a dispensation from the 
Pope , and when that shall be obtained, then will be left 
sufficient matter of breaking, in devising the form of the 
oath 

Sir Thomas Lake continues in the same terms of dis- 
favour and disgrace as before; neither is he further 
enlarged in his liberty, than by a permission that is given 
him of following his suits in law — that between Lord 
Burleigh and him chiefly, and to retire himself into the 
country, if he please ; but though he makes large offers, 
yet IS his blow supposed to be irrecoverable. 

Concerning Sir Walter Raleigh I shall spare to write, 

^ “ Histoire de Vemse, pai le Comte Daru,” tome ii , Iivre 30 ^ Gondomar 
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because I am sure you hear o\ his arrival here at 
London and thepioclamation that is published concerning 
hiin.^ 

Sir Lionel Cranfield hath troubled much the household 
officers at court, by laying down a project to the king of 
saving him ^ 12,000 a-year in his ordinary expense, and 
yet no man abridged of his allowance , which is, with this 
condition, imposed upon the said officers, that either they 
must make it good, or resign up their places unto him. 

Yesterday, DanieP and Sir George Reynolds were dis- 
charged the queen’s service, and banished the court, only 
for having visited Sir Robert Floud in this his disgrace, or 
else for having formerly entertained amity with him. 


Bev. Thomas Lorltin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

Greenwich, June 30, 1618 

Since my last letter, of the 23rd of this present,® the 
sentence against the Jew hath been put in execution, and 
a new cause determined in that supreme court against my 
Lady Shrewsbury, who, as I am sure you have heard, was 
committed to the Tower some months since, for refusing 
to answer to some interrogatories propounded unto her, 
upon a fame that was divulged abroad, how the Lady 
Arabella should have left a son to inherit her right ; which 
resolution she peremptorily continued in the open face of 
the court, under pietence, forsooth, of a vow formerly 
made, of not answering to any article touching the said 
Lady Arabella, and was for that her obstinacy censured 
with a fine of ^20,000, and perpetual imprisonment, unless, 
upon her voluntary submission in this particular, his ma- 
jesty should graciously please to grant her enlargement. 
And for better clearing of the cause, and satisfaction of 
the world in that behalf, was read openly in court the 


^ Sir Walter had returned from an expedition, which the king had taken care 
should prove a failure, and the ro>al wrath burst upon him directly he landed 
2 Samuel Daniel, the historian and poet, who had been groom of the privy 
chamber to Anne of Denmark He died in October, 1619 He had been tutor to 
Anne Clifford, daughter of the Earl of Cumberland, who proved one of the most 
learned women of her time 
® This has not been preserved 
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examinations and conlessions upon oath of Sir William 
Seymour and the Lady Arabella’s gentlewoman, who, from 
the day of her marriage, had ever more attended her till 
within a year of her death ; the former whereof imports 
that his lady, indeed, once wrote to him, that she supposed 
herself to be with child ; but that she was ever delivered 
of any he knew not. And the latter confirmed the like 
conceit of hers, and that her belly swelled, and made it 
very probable, but that an issue of blood followed, and 
the tumour fell and ceased ; neither to her knowledge was 
she ever of any child delivered. 

Sir Walter Raleigh’s business rests yet in the same 
terms as before, only my Lord Carew was upon his knees 
before the king on Thursday last a good while on his 
behalf, and they say his majesty’s answer was, that as 
good hang him as deliver him to the King of Spain, who 
certainly would ; and one of these two he must, at least, 
if the case were so as the Spanish ambassador had repre- 
sented it. And when my lord yet pressed him, “ Why, 
the most thou canst expect,” said the king,” “ is, that I 
would give him the hearing,” and so dismissed him. And 
mdeed a legal hearing is all that Sir Walter’s well-wisheis 
desire • for then they make no doubt but he will make his 
cause good against all accusations in this kind whatsoever. 

Upon Friday last, at supper, and upon Saturday, at 
dinner, my Lord of Buckmgham feasted the king and the 
prince : though the end whereunto it was designed, of re- 
conciling his highness,* gave it the name of the friends’ 
feast. His majesty then declared himself very highly in 
favour of the marquis. In the same room where the king 
and prince dined, was another board for the ladies and 
lords My Lady Compton, my Lady Hatton, Sir John 
Villiers’s lady, my Lady Fielding, and divers others of the 
same race, were there present . all which the king ho- 
noured by drinking to them, particularly one after ano- 
ther ; and by secret message afterwards, and at the end of 
the dinner, rose up, and came personally to the table, and 
drank a common health to all the noble family, which he 

^ There had been a quarrel The favourite, inflated with insolence, had at- 
tempted to strike the prince, and the king had reconciled them 
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professed he desired to advance above all others. And 
because of himself there was no doubt ; for, said he, “ I 
live to that end ” He assured the like in his posterity’s 
name, that they would so far regard their father’s com- 
mandments and instructions, as to advance that house 
above all others whatsoever. 

They are very busy here how to bring within compass 
the king’s ordinaiy expense. Yesterday they cut off four 
of the ships upon the narrow seas ; that whereas hereto- 
fore eight attended that service — now the moiety must 
serve the turn. They are in hand, likewise, to bring a 
reformation into the stables; and every way is thought 
upon how to set the king straight, but the right. 

Sir Walter Aston is to go ambassador into Spain, and 
they say with ^62000 buys the employment Sir John 
Digby makes a proffer to fill his place of vice-chamberlain- 
ship ; and some think that the profit thereof shall pay my 
Lady Compton for Sir Thomas Lake’s place, whom he 
hopes to succeed, and so frustrate Mr. Packer; who, 
though I wrote, shot fairest, yet is now like to yield to 
him, whose arrows are headed with gold » 

There hath been lately brought before the council a 
grievous complaint against certain persons of good estate, 
of being suspected as accessory to a foul murder com- 
mitted upon the person of a valiant gentleman, Mr. Delavel, 
in the North. The justices of those parts have joined 
together in a remonstrance, that so either the lords might 
be moved to take the hearing the cause before them, or 
assist them by their authonty in their proceedings : and 
herein enlarged themselves so far, as to fill a sheet of 
paper very full on all sides. The lords, offended with the 
needless length and prolixity of the letter, returned them 
this answer, which, for the laconical brevity thereof, I 
have thought not amiss to send you : — “ We are sorry for 
the gentleman’s death, and would have justice done upon 
the offenders . and desire that he that penned the letter 
may never pen more. Farewell.” 

Herewith I should conclude, but I must give you a 


^ These two particulars were communicated to me under caution of secrecj I 
therefore humbly crave your silence thereupon — iVo/e of the wntei 
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brief account of Su Robert Cary’s proceeding m the 
business of Killmgworth, which is like to succeed better 
for him, and worse for you, than I expected ; for his ma- 
jesty, upon Sir Robert’s motion, hath promised to pay the 
J2000* the prince was to pay ; and his highness is con- 
tent, upon that condition, to join the park and the chase 
together, and to extingmsh the leut, and my lady, unwil- 
ling to let go her hold upon so good a thing, hath pro- 
cured her son. Sir Henry Cary’s life, to be put into the 
patent with Sir Robert’s, and therefore not like to depait 
with the thing by way of sale ; though, for the chief com- 
mand of the game m their absence, I dare, upon Sir Ro- 
bert’s word, be bound to assure it unto you, which is all 
the service in this particulai I shall be able to do you 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

July 14, 1618 

I have received your letter of July 4, the contents 
of which I shall be able to satisfy with effect, when it 
shall be a fit time to move it. But that I conceive not to 
be now, Sir Robert^ being somewhat impatient at a stop 
he hath met with m his business, by the escape of one 
word only, which was not thought of, and therefore omitted 
in the warrant, and after not allowed of in the lease, as 
being inserted without the consent of the board, and can- 
not be helped, though it alter nothing to the intent, till 
the commissioners shall sit and give allowance, which will 
not be till Michaelmas. 

For news I shall write that which is here every man’s dis- 
course, that a commission is granted forth to make search 
and inquiry into the Exchequer, that if any malversations 
be there found, they may accordingly be proceeded against. 
And this is supposed to be done against him chiefly who 
bears principal sway in the place, who is so hardly beset 
on all sides, as many make a question whether he shall 
continue m the exercise of that office till the progress, yea 
or no. 

^ The prince was to have the ^2000 paid out of my Lady Shrewsbury’s fine — 
Note by Mr Lor hn KiUingworth is now called Kenelworth 

® Carey 



81 


JAMES THE FIRST. 

There hath lately happened a great quarrel between the 
Mar-qms of Hamilton^ and Sir Robert Deval, some time 
a creature of his, and whom the common voice condemns 
to be foully faulty. The marqms instantly besought the 
king that he might have leave to combat with him, which 
his majesty would iu no sort permit ; but bath before him 
heard the cause, and declared his indignation so far against 
the said Deval, as had not afterwards the marquis’s own 
earnest mediation to the king and council better prevailed, 
he had been for ever banished ; but the marquis, upon his 
submission and acknowledgment, not only forgave his pri- 
vate offence, but procured his public pardon. 

My Lord Roos is sent for home by letters, and an ex- 
press messenger from his majesty, his grandfather, and 
father ; and the pardon of his contempt sent him by the 
same messenger. 

The creation bolds but in part, for the one-half refused 
to disbmse so much money. Only my Lord Rich and the 
Lord Cavendish show themselves willing to the payment, 
and shall receive the addition of honour shortly when 
Sir John Digby hopes and makes account to be a viscount 
likewise. 

The king hath borrowed a great sum of money of the 
customer (I hear not the particulars), and hath assigned 
them the customs for their payment. , 

Sir Thomas Bromley is lately arrived here at London : 
some think very poor, but few know as yet the certainty ; 
but, for his welcome, the Spanish ambassador hath com- 
menced a suit against him m the Admiral Court, where he 
stands bound to answer it. 

Sir Henry Cavendish ^ is contracted, if not married, to 
Sir Henry Howard’s widow,® and hath thereby defeated 
the almost absurd hopes of Mr. Christopher Vilhers, who 
pretended much interest in her affection. 

The last Sunday, happened here in London a great 
tumult against the Spanish ambassador, upon this occasion • 
a gentleman of his riding through Chancery Lane, and not 

^ James second marqms He died March 5, 1635 
^ K B , more celebrated as the Marquis of Newcastle of the Civil Wars 
® Heiress of Wilham Bassett, of Blore, in the count) of Staffed 

YOU 11 
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SO well heeding bis way as was fit, rode over a child, and 
left it in great danger of death ; presently offer was made to 
seize npon him, but he put spurs to his horse, and away. 
The people followed him after, and as the length of their 
way increased, so the people multiplied, they say, to the 
number of four or five thousand. These beset the Spanish 
ambassador’s house, w'hither the delinquent had betaken 
himself, demanded the offender, and upon refusal, proceeded 
to break down the windows, and to threaten a forcible 
entry. Neither could they be quieted till my lord chief 
justice came thither himself in person, and cained the 
party along with him prisoner to his own house, promising 
the course of justice should pass upon him ; wherewith 
they were appeased 

For any foreign news, I hear little , only from Heidel- 
berg, I understand that the Palatine hath seized upon a 
strong foit of the Bishop of Spue’s, and laid it even vnth 
the ground But upon what quarrel is not written. 

From Spain, I hear that the Chuich of the Monastery 
of Los Angeles being set on fire (whether casually by any 
fire the nuns left in a room adjoining where they made 
biscochi, when they came into the court to vespeis, or out 
of design ; for that is sorely suspected), the nuns abandoned 
their cells and fled into St Domingo’s, hard by , and, in 
the passage, the cantata, who stood in competition with 
the famous singer of Constantinople, was stolen away; 
and though strict search hath been made after her, yet can 
there be no light given whither or by whom she was con- 
veyed. 

It IS further certified fiom thence, how the Conde de 
Caiitilliana, that excellent Toreador, hath stolen away the 
wife of a Procurador de Corte, Alvaio de Quinones, him- 
self being at the same time in the same chamber with her, 
but asleep : yet, awaking with the noise, he behaved him- 
self so well as to make them leave much of their blood 
behind, and prefers no quarrel against them, as choosing 
rather to watch some opportunity of revenge: as had 
lately done a principal inhabitant of Madrid, to a kinsman 
of the Duke of Leiraa s, who, having seduced and abused 
his wife, the husband waiting an occasion, as the duke’s 
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kinsman was going to Valladolid, set upon him, assisted by 
three or four more, and slew him 

The next week the prince removes to Richmond, and 
after some four or five days there, begins a little progress 
by himself to Chertsey, Bagshot, Windsor, and then after 
meets the king. And, if I follow not along, I shall take 
a voyage into some other part myself for some little time, 
which I therefore write, that it may serve for excuse to 
my future silence, as long as my absence or want of subject 
at my return shall occasion it. 


Rev. Thomas Lorhin to Sit Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, July 28, 1G18 

I have been lately in the country, and have not leisure 
to enlarge myself further than to let you understand that 
my Lord Hay hath resigned up into the king’s hands his 
office of master of the standing wardiobe, under pretence 
of his majesty’s profit, which might haply suffer by the 
corruption of inferior officers under him, and his want of 
experience in business of that kind. But it is thought it 
proceeded fiom an apprehension of a like proceeding 
against him, as hath been already used against the lord 
treasurer that was. The king received it kindly, and in 
recompense promised him both honour and profit; and 
hath already begun with the former by creating him Vis- 
count of Doncaster, and Sir Lionel Cranfield ^ hath, by his 
majesty’s free gift, succeeded him in the place. 

News arrived yesternight to my Lord Burghley that my 
Lord Roos is dead, which, whether it be certain or no, I 
know not ; but it hath been the occasion of staying his 
father’s journey into the country, which otherwise this 
day he intended. 

I shall conclude with a correction of my former letter,^ 
in one point concerning my Lord Lisle, whom I wrote to 
he made Earl of Warwick, whereas his title is Leicester, 
which is all my haste permitteth me. 


^ Afterwards Earl of Middlesex and lord treasurer 
2 This letter is not extant among the others 
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John Chamherlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, August 8, 1618 

Though it be now a week since you went hence/ yet I 
doubt that you are still at the sea-side for the wind hath 
been here so contrary, that there is no getting over, unless 
you might take the resolution of going to Calais, and 
so on by land, which I wish you bad done, seeing the 
business doth press so hard, and your presence so neces- 
sarily required there, as it seems, by the king’s often in- 
quiring, as I hear, after your depaituie. 

We are here as you left us; only the two earls, Leicester® 
and Northampton,® were created with all the ceremonies 
and solemnities, on Sunday last, at Salisbury. The other 
two must receive their new coined honours by patent, which 
hath been hitherto delayed ; for that Clare^ was thought too 
honourable a title, being usually bestowed upon none but 
the king’s sons, and those in rank before York or Lancaster. 
Wheieupon Sir Robert Rich hath been forced to make a 
pressing journey to court, where he has prevailed so fai as 
to procure his father to be created Earl of Warwick. But 
these dignities cannot defend them from the pens of mali- 
cious poets and libellers, who give them new additions 
and plain terms, blaze them in another sort, as the first ® 
to be vinosos , the second « ciazed , the third cornucopia, 
and the fourth,® a Lombard or usurer. I have not seen 
the rhime, nor do not look after it. But by report it is 
bitter enough. 

The Lady Compton is now Countess of Buckingham, and 
hath got the start of these new States, her patent bearing 
date the 1st of July. But it doth pose the heralds how 
her husband should have no place in the preferment, but 
to continue bare knight. And withal there rises another 
question, whether her daughters be ladies, and are to take 

^ Sir Dudley had returned to England from Holland on the 30th of the preceding 
May 

® Sir Robert Sydney, Viscount Lisle 

® William, second Lord Compton, K G , and Lord President of the Marches of 
Wales He was drowned m the Thames, when bathing, having been surprised by 
the cholic, in June, 1630 

^ The title desired by Lord Rich ® Earl of Leicester 

® Earl of Northampton Earl of Warwick ^ Earl of Devonshire 
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place as earl’s or countess’s daughters, which I think to 
be easily resolved by that maxim in law, that partus 
seqmtur ventrem. 

Sir Walter Raleigh was at Salisbury, but had no audience 
either of the king or council, by reason that he is so sick 
and weak, and withal so broken out all over, that it is 
verily thought to be a leprosy, or that he hath taken a 
dram of something to do himself harm.^ He came to town, 
they say, yesternight to his old habitation in the Tower, 
but not to his old lodging, which was taken up a good 
while since by the Earl and Countess of Somerset. 

The Lord Hay is made Viscount Doncaster, and in 
speech to be master of the Wards, and Sir Lionel Cran- 
field to succeed him in the wardrobe. There is a rumour 
likewise that the lord chamberlain ® is in election to be 
lord treasurer ; the Earl of Montgomery to be lord cham- 
berlain and captain of the band of pensioners, by surrender 
of the Lord Walden. 

Amongst the many late translations of our bishops, 
Chichester is fallen to Dr Morton, Bishop of Chester, 
whose place is supplied by Dr. Bridgeman, with keeping 
his grant of Wigan m commendam, being within the same 
diocese. 

The next week we are to have a great commission sitting 
at Guildhall, about the tumult and riot committed upon 
the Spanish ambassador’s people and his house, tbe king 
being much exasperated against the lord mayor and city, 
for letting it pass so quietly, and therefore will have it ex- 
amined and sifted to the full, to which end he hath ap- 
pointed the Lord Coke for a pnncipal commissioner. 

Mrs Vavasour, old Sir Henry Lee’s® woman, is like to 
be called in question for having two husbands now alive. 
Young Sir Henry Lee, the wild oats of Ireland, hath ob- 


^ The mind of the gallant Raleigh had given way beneath an accumnlation of 
troubles He bad lost his son m a contest with the Spaniards, one of hrs captains 
had committed suicide, and the object of his voyage had been defeated by tbe 
treachery of the king — proof of which exists in a letter from Buckingham to Secre- 
tary Wmwood, to be found m Hardwicke’s State Papers, vol i , p S98 But his 
troubles were drawing to a close , for James was bent on sacri being him to his 
desire of uniting his son with the Infanta ot Spain, 

2 Wilham Earl of Pembroke 

3 K G*, who died m 1611, at the age of eighty 
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tained the confiscation of her [property,] if he can prore 
it without touching her life. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

liondon, AugBSt IS, 1618 

I wrote this day sennight by Harman, the post, and 
meant not to wiite again till I should go out of town, about 
the middle of this next week, unless Dickson had been 
despatched, who, upon Mr Secretaiy’s promise to send a 
packet for you after you, waits diligently at Whitehall ; or 
else he had come down to you to the seaside, and given 
account of his journey to Salisbury. But now it is very 
likely you shall hear of him shoitly, for Secretary Naunton 
and some others of the council are expected here this day. 

I was sorry to understand by your letter from Margate 
that you found no readier passage, for I know how tedious 
it IS to be wind-bound, specially when business doth press. 
I was likewise a diligent observer of the wind, and saw 
there was no possibility to get over, unless you took the 
course to Calais, and so over land. 

The commission I wrote of, held on Wednesday at the 
Guildhall, where there were none but poor snakes indicted 
for the not committed at the Spanish ambassador’s. Seven 
were found guilty, and adjudged to six months’ imprison- 
ment, and to pay jgfiOO a-piece. The other two were 
acquitted. There were likewise certain Brownists fined 
and imprisoned, for following conventicles. 

Captain Babbe, a man not unknown to you, was sen- 
tenced last week at the sessions to stand in the pillory, 
for cozenage, and telling of fortunes and other knaver- 
ies. The pillory was set up for him in Cheapside, but he 
came not, whatsoever the matter was, unless it be that such 
companions many times find more favour than honester 
men. 

Sir Walter Raleigh went to the Tower on Monday, having 
attempted the night before to make an escape and get over 
sea. But he was presently bewrayed, or, in a sort, betrayed, 
by Sir Lewis Stukeley, who had the charge of him, and 
brought him back by certain boats, that waited for him at 
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Woolwich. Sir Lewis did nouri^ him in the humour, 
with promise to assist and accompany him ; but it was a 
foul fas de clei c for an old cozener to be so cozened and 
overtaken.* 

This week the Lord Coke, the attorney-general, and 
solicitor, by order from the king, went to the Lady of 
Shrewsbury to offer her the oath of allegiance, which she, 
absolutely refusing it, run, they say, into a frmmumre, 
and so in danger, if the king deal rigorously with her, to 
lose all she hath Here was a great funeral on Tuesday, 
for Sir William Craven, where there was above five hun- 
dred mourners. The lord chief justice,® and all his breth- 
ren, go down on Monday toward Bath, to the burial of 
the Bishop of Winchester. 

The Lady Winwood hath lost her elder daughter Betty, 
who died of a burning fever on Tuesday last, and was brought 
up the next night to be buried by her father. No doubt, 
it IS a great affliction to the good lady ; for this child was 
her only jewel, and she more fond of it than of all the rest. 
The new Countess of Buckingham went on Monday to 
dinner to the lord chancellor’s at Gorhambury or Verulam, 
to see her patent sealed and delivered. 

Here is loud speech of ill measure offered by the Hol- 
landers to our people, both in the East Indies and m Green- 
land. If matters be so foul as they are made, it will be 
hard to reconcile them ; and in the mean time it breeds ill 
blood. 

The court is far off, and either there is nothing, or we 
hear nothing, from thence worth the relatmg. As I was 
closing this letter, I hear that Babbe was on the pillory 
all this morning m Cheapside, in as sound a shower of 
ram as we had any this year. 

^ His mmd, as we have said» was a little disordf^red, so that it was easy for such 
a consummate rascal as Stukeley to deceive From the expression ** old cozener/* 
the feeling of the courtiers towards this distinguished man is sufficiently indicated 
The fact is, Raleigh was a living reproach to the effeminate coxcombs who clustered 
round their effeminate king, and they readily shared m his prejudices against the 
favourite of his predecessor 
® Montagu 
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John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, August 20, 1618 

I was bold to recommend this gentleman, Mr. Henry 
Sibthorpe, upon Mr. West’s request, who is his uncle, and 
wishes well to him, and would have been glad he might 
have been for your service. But seeing you were so well 
provided that he could not be of use to you in that kind, 
his suit now IS that you would be pleased to see him well 
placed m some company; and that you would cairy a 
favourable eye toward him, for his sake, and as he shall 
deserve. He hath a good opinion of him upon my know- 
ledge, and means well towards him ; so that whatsoever 
favour you shall do him cannot be better bestowed than 
upon so honest and kind-hearted a man as Mr. West. 

The lord chancellor came to town on Monday, who, to- 
gether vnth other of the council hereabouts, have sat every 
day since at Whitehall ; but I hear nothing yet of Secre- 
tary Naunton. 

It IS generally thought, that Sir Walter Raleigh shall 
pay this new reckoning upon the old score, ^ the rather for 
that it IS believed, the pitiful plight he is in with boyls 
and botches was done by art ; as hkewise a counterfeiting 
awhile to be distracted, if all be true that is reported from 
good hands . but yet he hath made a long apology for 
himself; and his friends excuse him all they may; wherein, 
though the world be not satisfied, yet Sir Lewis Stukeley 
is generally decried. 

Sir George Calvert is lately gone to the court from the 
council here, at whose return we shall see what will become 
of him. His lady should have been committed to Sir 
Thomas Lowe’s ; but he excusing himself upon his many 
children, which, though they be married, live with him 
altogether in one family, she was permitted to keep her 
own house, with a strict guard set upon her and her little 
son, which some interpret to be lest she should convey 
away the wealth and jewels, which are thought to be more 

^ This means that he was to be condemned for the crime for which he had suffered 
his previous long imprisonment and confiscation He had gained his liberty, with 
the king’s consent, obtained by means of a heavy bribe 
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than perhaps will be found upon the upshot. Once I have 
no opinion of any great matter. 

The king draws hitherward, and will be at Famham the 
next week We hear he was lately distempered for two 
or three days by some surfeit of fruit ; but found a fair 
riddance by the benefit of nature every way, which no 
doubt was better physic than any of his doctors, or Mayerne 
himself^ whom he believes most in, could have given him. 
He is lately come out of France, where he was not well 
seen, but ordered to be gone, upon discourse of some prac- 
tice, as is pretended, with those of the Rehgion : which 
yet they profess to believe proceeded from himself, without 
order or instruction from hence. 

While the court was at Bewley, a Scottishman stabbed 
and killed a servant of Humfrey’s, that discovered the pot 
aux roses touching the courses of the Lord and Lady Suf- 
folk. The fellow is to suffer for it, if he be not hanged 
already at the court gate. Sir John Bingley is, like enough, 
for aught I hear, to pass well through his business, and so 
may the Lord of Suffolk,' seeing there pass many letters 
’twixt the king and him ; which some think to be about the 
parting with Audley End, for the which he is to have ^^000 
land a-year ; and as much more as the grounds or lands 
about it came to. 

We talk still of a new treasurer, and the Lord Coke is 
in some consideration. But the most general and likely 
voice goeth with the lord chamberlain,® who seems nothing 
fond of it ; unless he might leave his place to his brother 
Montgomery. But he hath two strong competitors, the 
Marquis Hamilton, and the Viscount Doncaster, the one 
for favour, and the other ragion di stato, like to over- 
sway him, if they could agree between themselves. Sir 
Lionel Cranfield is not yet master of the wardrobe, nor 
like to be, unless he give a viaticum to the Lord Hay, who, 
they say, stands upon s69000. 

Here is much ado about bmldings, both in suppressing 
great numbers that have been built heretofore, and in ex- 
acting such as are now in hand to be done, according to a 

^ Accused of corraption m his post of lord treasurer, and many other misdemean- 
ors ® Earl of Pembroke 
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proclamation come forth since your going ; which makes 
divers stand at a stay now they are more than half way up. 
Divers patents or licenses have been lately granted, yet 
breed much speech ; as, a groat upon every chaldron of sea- 
coal ; a certain rate (I know not what) for every ton of 
shipping, that passes toward the northern coast, for main- 
tenance of hghts, as IS pretended ; for the prohibiting of 
pedlars, or petty chapmen, unless they be authorised under 
the great seal ; but not so much as Archy,» the Dizzard, 
hath engrossed by the making of tobacco-pipes, to him, 
his heirs, deputies, or assigns . which, though it seem a 
small matter, yet they say it concerns a number of poor 
men 

Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, August 28, 1618 

It was Tuesday night, by reason of a strong contrary 
wind, before we arrived at this place ; and betwixt this 
and Rotterdam (where I was met by Sir Horace Vere and 
much good company) we were overtaken with the most 
terrible tempest of thunder, lightning, and rain, that any 
man of us had ever met with, so as it was a common speech 
amongst us that it must needs prognosticate somewhat ; 
which fell out the day following, our great man. Monsieur 
Barnevelt, with two of his chief instruments, Hogerbots 
and Grotius, the one pensioner at Leyden, the other of 
Rotterdam, being then arrested pnsoneis in the Prince of 
Orange’s lodgings by order of the States-General, where 
they remained two days, until the lodgmgs in the court, 
where the Amirante of Arragon lay last, were prepared for 
them. I account it in some regard ill luck to come d lameille 
of such a feast ; at which though there are many make good 
cheer, (and I may well say the most in this country) yet there 
being some mal diners, they lay no small blame upon me, and 
so speed it by public voice, as if I had given fire to this mine 
by certain intercepted letters, which I should have brought 
with me out of England Their apprehension proceeded 
chiefly of certain difficulties and traverses they sought to 
cast in the way of the national Synod, after they had 

^ 1 he king’s fool 
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offered themselves at the Prince of Orange’s return from 
Utrecht to concur vFith the States- General and his excel- 
lency; which they perceiving, and that this business would 
prove Penelope’s web, unless these men were laid holden, 
not only took the resolution for them, but for one Leyden- 
burgh, the secretary of Utrecht, who had the same autho- 
rity in that province, as Barnevelt, in Holland, and was 
there held on the day after they were taken. Vander 
Mile, who married Barnevelt’s daughter, was with me at 
the instant that his father was taken, and went from me 
to the council, not knowmg any thing of the matter until 
the news was publicly sent to the council, by the States- 
General ; which may seem very strange, that he, his father, 
and the rest of that party, who had the chief managing of 
the affairs, should have so small knowledge or apprehen- 
sion of what hung over their heads ; this course having 
been almost a year in speech, and it was known to forty 
in this town the night before it was put in execution. 


Qiiv ^TJi,orm.s Ziorhtn.to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, October 5, 1618 

This day, news arrived of my Lord de la War’s > death, 
in his voyage to Virginia. This day was fatal to my Lord 
Clifton,® who, at his lodgings in Holborn, stabbed and 
murdered himself. The last week, the French agent® was 
interdicted the court, for being appeached by a companion 
of his, already in prison for the same crime, to have pro- 
jected and offered means of Sir Walter Raleigh’s escape ; 
and, though he protested against it, and sought to justify 
himself by writing, yet served it not his turn; for in 
the same terms he remains still, and hath (as I hear) 
written the news thereof to the king his master, petitioning 
either for a revocation or a reintegration, by his means, into 
his former condition. 

The current runs strong here, that Sir Fulk Greville 
shall be tieasurer, but the grounds of that conjecture are 
not certam. An assured thing they say it is, that the 

^ Thomas, third lord, captain-general of all the provinces m Virginia 

• Gervase Camdem Anncdes Regni Jacoh^ P 37 ^ he Clerc 
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Marquis of Buckingham hath gotten the survivance of the 
Admiralty granted him, in a joint patent with the lord 
admiral that is; and the same hath passed the seals 
already Sir Eobert Cary hath now perfected his suit 
concerning Kilhngworth, and intends a new voyage thither 
soon after Allhallowtide. I have renewed my former 
motions concerning you, and he promises the accomplish- 
ment. 

The treaty with Spain, about the match that is pre- 
tended, they say, is likely to proceed. Sir John Digby 
is to be employed anew in an embassy to that purpose, and 
is to stay there till he see a final issue ; that either the 
infanta be to be brought over, or the business utterly 
quashed. Presently after Christmas he undertakes the 
voyage, but the king hath not declared him as yet. It is 
kept as a great secret in the interim, and so imparted unto 
me, who am offered the condition of the chaplain, if I 
should think fit to accept it. I shall take time to con- 
sider, and humbly entreat you to favour me with your 
advice. But whatsoever I have communicated touching 
this embassy, I beseech you bury it in your own bosom 
till his majesty’s declaration open a vent. 

If you have not yet seen Sir Walter Raleigh’s 
Apology, if you please to send me word, I will procure 
you a copy. 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Str Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, October 20, 1618 

What I wrote concerning Sir Fulk Greville, the last 
week, holds current still ; there is some alteration about 
his successor ; for, instead of Sir Allen Apsley, they now 
nominate Sir Henry Spiller to be the only man. I for- 
merly signified how his majesty, upon good grounds, had 
forbidden the French agent the court. To pay us back m 
the same coin (though not upon so just a cause), the 
French king hath dismissed, likewise, Mr. Becher, and 
means, as we hear, to second that disgust by another of 
more importance, the cashienng of the Scots guard. 

There is, I hear, a new commission granted ; first, to 
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inquire what jewels of the crown have been embezzled ; 
whereby the Earl of Suffolk is like to be called to a further 
account. There is heating at the Lord KnoUys’s also ; but 
he resolves stoutly to stand upon his own just position, 
and hath directly told the marquis as much ; with putting 
him in mind, fuither, that these precedents may one day 
prove leading cases to himself. 

Sir Dudley Digges^ is returned, without performing 
aught. He alleges, that at his arrival, the Russians had 
received a great overthrow by the Polac; the country 
much infested by freebooters, &c , and no convoy sent to 
conduct him ; so that the journey being altogether useless 
for himself, and the money he carried being like rather to 
become a prey to the enemy, than serve for the relief of 
him for whom it was sent, he thought best to come back 
the same way he went, and bring the money with him 
There is newly arrived here a bassa, m quality of ambas- 
sador fiom the Grand Signor, but what his errand is, is 
yet rather guessed at than known. 

Upon Friday next. Sir Thomas Lake is like to come to 
hearing , and the common voice hath already given a very 
heavy sentence against him. 

I have herewith sent you a copy of Sir Walter Raleigh’s 
Apology, which you may please to peruse at your own 
commodity, and afterwards return it hither to me, because 
it IS another man’s, and I shall at better leisure write out 
a fair one for you. 


Isaac Wake, Esq., to Secretary Naunton.^ 

Turin, October 24. 1618 

To prove the paradox (that there had been of late tv o 
councils in France, opposite to each other in their designs), 
he (the Duke of Savoy) did allege unto me the instance of 
Monsieur de Leon, who had attended, as his highness 
saith, most diligently during the time of his embassage at 

1 He had been sent on an embassy to Russia 

2 Extracts of Letters of Isaac Wake, ambassador from King James the First to the 
Duke of Savoy, m three volumes, folio, in his own handwriting , being his copy- 
book of them, from December 6, 1614, to May, 16-25, 1620, m the possession of 
the Right Honourable the Lord Viscount Weymouth 
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Venice, where he doth yet reside, to do all manner of dis- 
service unto the State of Venice, and, by consequence, 
unto the public . and of Monsieur GueflSer, whose behaviour 
hath been so strange among the Grissons, that he hath 
heen forced to save himself by flight, when he did see that 
his designs were discovered, which tend to the utter ruin 
of many poor people. 


Isaac Wake, Esq., to Secretary Naunton. 

Turin, June 15-25, 1619 

The Spaniards^ * * * ^ Prince * * * is to dispossess 
the Duke of Ossuna of that government [of Naples] They 
would make the world believe that the Duke of Ossuna did 
aspire to make himself king of Naples. 


Isaac Wake, Esq , to Secretary Lake 

Turin, June 15-25, 1618 

Perhaps all the preparations [of Don Pedro de Toledo, 
governor of Milan], are made against the Venetians, to- 
wards whom the Spaniards do daily discover more and 
more an ill talent And the sudden retreat of the Marquis 
of Bedmar from Venice to Milan doth much increase this 
suspicion, considering that his long residence in that State, 
where he hath been ambassador the space of ten years, 
hath given him the means to discover much of the weak- 
ness ; and, of all the ministers of Spam that are in Italy, 
there is none worse affected unto the Venetian State than 
he. 


Isaac Wake, Esq , to Sir Thomas Lake 

Turin, August 10 20, 1618 

The Venetian resident at Turin hath, likewise, had a 
very favourable audience of the Duke of Feiia, the new 
governor of Milan, who hath promised to keep good quarter 
with that State, and to cherish their love and friendship, 
with the best offices that may lie in his power. And the 

^ Manuscript torn 
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better to assure the Venetians of his sincerity, he hath 
estianged himself wholly fiom Don Alonzo della Caeva, 
Marquis of Bedmar, who hath piactised, together with 
Don Pedio, all the treason lately discovered against that 
State. 


John Chamierlatn, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, October 31, 1618 

I remember, that in my last letter, I said that Sir 
Walter Raleigh was not secure. But now he is past all 
perad vent are ; for, upon Thursday morning,^ he was be- 
headed, in the old Palace at Westminster, ’twixt the 
Parliament House and the church On Wednesday, he 
was brought from the Tower to the King’s Bench bar, 
as they say, the manner is when a man lives above a year 
and a day after he is condemned ; and there demanded 
what he could say for himself, why the sentence pro- 
nounced against him at Winchester should not be put in 
execution. The sum of his answer was, that the king had 
employed him in his seivice, and given him a commission, 
wherein he styled him ‘^his loyal subject J and withal 
given \i\mpotestatem mtee et mortis , which did amount to a 
pardon. For in all reason he must be master of his own 
life, that hath power over other men’s. The judges re- 
plied, that there is no pardon for treason by implication. 
Wherefore, he must find a better plea, or undergo the 
sentence. Thus he spoke of his trial at Winchester, and 
avowed that all, or the far greater part of those that were 
present, did acquit him in their consciences ; and that the 
king’s gracious forbearing him so long, and, but for this 
late accident, longer would have done, even to a hundred 
years, if nature could have drawn out his hfe so long, 
did show that his majesty approved his innocence. But, 
in conclusion, he was willed to prepare himself, and so was 
delivered to the sheriffs of London, and conveyed to the 
Gatehouse, where he spent the rest of that day in wnting 
letters to the king, and otheis, and in prayer with the 
Dean of Westminster,® who came the next morning at five 

1 October 29, 1618 ® Dr Tolson 
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o’clock, and ministered to him the communion; and, 
when he had broken his fast, about eight o’clock, came to 
the scaffold, where he found the Earls of Arundel, Oxford, 
Northampton, the Lord of Doncaster, and divers others. 
He made a speech of more than half an hour, wherein he 
cleared himself of having any intelligence with France, 
which had been objected to him, more than to save his 
life, and hide himself from the king’s indignation. Then, 
that he never said any ill intent words towards his majesty, 
not so much as in thought. That he had no other pre- 
tence, nor end in his last voyage, than the enriching of 
the king, the realm, himself, and his followers. That 
he never had any undutiful speech concerning his majesty 
with the runagate French physician, nor ever offered to 
Sir Lewis Stukely s6l 0,000 to go with him into France, 
nor told him that the Lord Arran had given him advice to 
he gone ; and that he and the Lord of Doncaster would 
maintain him in France, of which points he had been 
accused by them. And, though he protested not only 
to forgive them, but tS pray God to forgive them, yet he 
thought fit to give men warning of such persons. To all 
this, and much more, he took God, so often, and so 
solemnly to witness, that he was believed of all that heard 
him. 

He spake somewhat of the death of the Earl of Essex,^ 
and how sorry he was for him ; for though he was of a 
contrary faction, yet he foresaw that those who esteemed 
him then in that respect, yet would cast him off, as they 
did afterwards. He confessed himself the greatest sinner 
that he knew ; and no marvel, as having been a soldier, a 
seaman, and a courtier. He excused the disfiguring of 
himself, by the example of David, who feigned himself 
mad, to avoid danger, and never heard it imputed to him 
for a sin. In conclusion, he spake and behaVed himself so, 
without any show of fear or affectation, that he moved 
much commiseration ; and all that saw him confessed that 
his end was, as far as man can discern, every way perfect. 

It will not be amiss to set down some few passages, of 
divers that I have heard. The morning that he went to 

^ He was beheaded by Queen Elizabeth 
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execution, there was a cup of excellent sack brought him, 
and, being asked how he liked it, “ As the fellow,” said 
he, “ that, drinking of St. Giles’s bowl, as he went to 
Tyburn, said, that was good drink if a man might tarry 
by it.” As he went from Westminster Hall to the Gate- 
house, he spied Sir Hugh Beeston in the throng, and, 
calling to him, prayed he would see him die to-morrow. 
Sir Hugh, to make sure work, got a letter from Secretary 
Lake to the sheriffs, to see him placed conveniently ; and 
meeting them, as they came near to the scaffold, dehvered 
his letter, but the latter, by mishap, had left his spectacles 
at home, and put the letter in his pocket. In the mean 
time. Sir Hugh being thrust by. Sir Walter bade him 
farewell, and said, “ I know not what shift you will make, 
but I am sure to have a place ” When the hangman 
asked his forgiveness, he desired to see the axe, and, 
feeling the edge, he said, that was a sharp medicine, to 
cure him of ail his diseases and miseries. When he was 
laid down, some found fault that his face was westward, 
and would have him turned. Wheffeupon, rising, he said, 
“ It was no great matter which way a man’s head stood, 
so his heart lay right.” He had given order to the exe- 
cutioner, that, after some short meditation, when he 
stretched forth his hands, he should despatch him ; after 
once or twice putting forth his hands, the fellow, out of 
timorousness (or what other cause), forbearing, he was 
fain to bid him strike, and so, at two blows, he took off 
his head, though he stirred not a whit after the first The 
people were much affected at the sight, insomuch that one 
was heard to say, that we had not such another head to 
cut off.* Another wished the head and brains to be upon 
S. N.’s® shoulders 

There was great means made for his life ; and I hear 
the queen wrote very earnestly to the king, as he ten- 
dered her health, to spare him, for that she had received 
great good by his receipts.® I hear not so much of her 
recovery of late, as when I wrote last, but rather that she 

’ Most true ® Secretary Naunton 

® Anne of Denmark entertained a high opinion of Raleigh, and would have saved 
him, had not James been so recklessly determined to destroy him, to propitiate the 
Spaniards 
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goes jpeggiormido, insomuch that it is doubted whether 
the king will come hither to-day from Theobalds, or go 
direct to Hampton Court, where she lies. 

The Spanish Dominican, lately come hither, is said, 
likewise, to have laboured for Sir Walter Raleigh, as 
finding his death would much alienate the minds of our 
people, as if he were sacrificed to the malice of the 
Spaniards, But it is verily thought, some unseemly 
speeches fathered upon him, whether truly or falsely, by 
those two fellows,* were the principal motives of his ruin. 
It was said, we should have some declaration set out, 
touching the causes of his execution at this time; but 
whether his protestation and manner of dying may alter 
the case, God knows, for he died very religiously, and 
every way like a Christian, insomuch that the Dean of 
Westminster (they say) commends him exceedingly, and 
says he was as ready and able to give as take instruction. 
His execution was the more remarkable, for that it fell 
out the day of the lord mayor’s triumph, though it began 
with a tragedy ; and* being a reasonable fair morning, 
grew very foul all the day after. 

Monsieur Clerc, the French agent, went away this day 
sennight; and I heard yesterday that Mr. Beecher and 
the Lord Wemyss were come out of France. I am sorry 
we should have nobody there to see how matters pass, for 
we are possessed here that the States’ fight runs very 
strongly that way. 

On Wednesday, Sir Humphrey Tufton® was censured in 
the Star Chamber, for bastinadoing Christopher Nevil,® 
the Lord of Abergavenny’s son, in a jealous humour that 
he made love to his wife, whom he caused to write him a 
letter, and so drew him into the trap His whole fine, for 
himself and his men, one way and other, comes to almost 
507000. Besides, he is to make some submission in that 
court, and some satisfaction to Nevil, as the earl marshal 
shall award. His two men are to stand in the pillory, 
and to be whipt. Mr. Nevil is to have 501000 of this fine 
for his costs. 

^ Manourie and Stukeley 

2 Yonnger brother of Sir Nicholas Baron Tnfton, first Earl of Thanet 

® Second son of Edward, sixth Baron Abergavenny 
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Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, November 3, 1618. 

My last letter* intimated a warrant that was formed 
for Sir Walter Raleigh’s despatch. These will relate to you 
his end. 

Upon Wednesday, therefore, he was brought to West- 
minster, to receive sentence anew from the lord chief 
justice, to comply with certain formalities, I hear, in law, 
for that those who pronounced it were dead. Being pre- 
sented at the bar, he demanded for what offence he was 
proceeded against* Answer was made, it was his ma- 
jesty’s pleasure to take his life for the first ; and that the 
cause of his coming again to the bar now was, to declare 
the former condemnation to stand still in force. He offered 
to speak somewhat for himself, but it was not permitted. 
The attorney^ told him that he had lived like a star, and 
like a star must he fall, when it troubled the firmament. 
Then he was delivered into the sheriff’s charge, and by 
him carried from thence to the Gatehouse ; and the day 
following (which was, by ail good tokens, the lord mayor’s 
day), in the Old Palace Yard, executed. His warning was 
short ; for he had no word to prepare himself for death, 
till that very morning he was convented before the judge. 
He sued for four or five days longer, under pretence of 
having somewhat to communicate with his majesty, in 
writing, for his behoof and service, which in so short a time 
could not be performed ; and something, I hear, he hath 
written to the king to that purpose. Yet it was conceived 
as a device to gain time, that his friends might the more 
effectually intercede for his pardon, so that suit would not 
be granted. Whereupon he prepared himself for death. 
The Dean of Westminster visited him, and, after some 
conference between them two, he, at his hands, received 
the sacrament ; and, the night before his execution, made 
his own Epicedium, or funeral song, which I have here 
sent you. 

He had the favour to die a gentleman’s death, and to 
be beheaded. His end was, by the general report of all 

* This letter is not to be found ^ Sir Henry Yelverton 

H 2 
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that were present, very Christian-like; and so full of 
resolution, as moved all men to pity and wonder. In 
going from the prison to the scaffold, amongst others that 
thronged about to see him, one old man, that was bald, 
pressed very forward, insomuch as Sir Walter Raleigh 
took notice of him, and asked him whether he would have 
aught of him. To whom the old man answered • “ No- 
thing but to see him, and to pray to God to have mercy 
upon his soul ” “I thank thee, good friend,” replied Sir 
Walter , “ and I am soiry I have no better thing to return 
thee for thy good will but take this night-cap” (which 
was a very rich one, that he wore, for he had had two fits 
of a fever), ‘ for thou hast more need of it now than I.” 

Being come to the scaffold, he saw the lords seated in a 
place that was provided for them, somewhat far off, and, 
fearing lest his voice should not well reach them, desired 
them that they would approach, because what he had then 
to say, he wished the whole world should take notice of. 
And so they did, and heard a most grave, Christian, and 
elegant discourse, as they commonly qualify it. In it he 
laboured to clear himself from three mam aspersions The 
first, of atheism ; which he did by a worthy profession of 
his faith, and profession of his hope to be saved thereby. 
The second was concerning my Lord of Essex’s death, 
whom he was reported to have insulted upon at his death, 
taking tobacco in a braveiy before his face and to have 
procured and practised his ruin. Against both which he 
solemnly protested , adding further, that he acknowledged 
himself to be, indeed, of a contrary faction, because my 
Lord of Essex had refused him, whom he first sought ; but 
that he was so far from tnumphing at his death, as he 
never was more affected with grief for any man’s, and 
expressed the same with tears, to his prejudice, m the 
opinion and friendship, as it proved afterwards, of the 
adverse party The third was concerning those last occa- 
sions wherein he stood charged with a disloyal intention 
in the voyage he undertook, and with further accusations 
since his return. The former seemed grounded upon a 
report that went, of great sums of money which he secretly 
tiansported with him to the value of ^10,000, and the 
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extraordinary provision of artillery he carried with him ; 
both which he satisfied, by showing the falsehood of the 
first (all his own store not exceeding the sum of one 
bundled and fifty pieces, whereof he sent back part to 
his wife), and the necessity of the second, in regard of 
the Spaniard, upon whose friendship he had no occasion 
to presume 

Touching the other accusations, they all respected Sir 
Lewis Stukeley as their author (whom he professed to 
forgive, by the way, with all his heart, but yet thought fit 
to dhag&mer the world, both the better to justify himself, 
and to teach every man how to trust him). And, whereas, 
he first accused him to have practised with the French 
agent about his escape, he protested he never saw him but 
oqce, in the gallery at Whitehall, before he undertook his 
voyage , neither ever had aught to do with him since. 
Secondly, whereas, Stukeley charged him to have offered 
him i6l 0,000 if he would consent to his escape; he like- 
wise therein proclaimed him false, sith his largest pro- 
mises in that kind never exceeded the payment of 
Stukeley’s debts, which he confessed to have undertaken 
for him. Thirdly, whereas the said Stukely accused him 
to have laid to Sir Edward Parry’s charge, where he was 
entertained in his coming up to London, the poisoning of 
him ; he took his death upon it that it was most calum- 
nious. He used, indeed, art to counterfeit a poisoning 
upon himself,^ which he thought was warranted by David’s 
example, who feigned himself, in a case of like danger, 
mad ; but that he had ever fathered it upon him, who had 
ever been his noble and worthy friend, he utterly disavowed 
it under a solemn execution Lastly, whereas his accuser 
testified against him, that he had, for his encouragement 
to give way to his escape, assured him that my Lord of 
Doncaster and Lord Arran were privy to the design, and 
favourers of it, he assured the contrary under a deep oath ; 
adding that he knew how fearful and dangerous a thing it 
was to call God to witness to a he at any time, much 

‘ This IS the only act to which Raleigh’s admirers cannot readily reconcile them- 
selves , but we think it shows most thoroughly a disordered mmd» and on tint 
account is excusable 
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more at tbe hour of a man’s death, but he had herein 
satisfied the obligation of a good conscience. 

This done, he embraced all the lords, and other of his 
friends there present, with such courtly compliments of 
discourse, as if he had met them at some feast. They 
then cleared the scaffold ; which being done, he takes up 
the axe and feels the edge, and finding it sharp for the 
purpose, “ This is that,” saith he, “ that will cure all 
sorrows and so kissing it, laid it down again. After that 
he went to three seTeral comers of the scaffold, and, 
kneeling down, desired all the people to pray for him, and 
conceived a long prayer for himself. Then he began to 
fit himself for the block, without permitting any help, 
and first laid himself down, to try how the block fitted 
him. After rising up, the executioner knelt down, and 
desired him to forgive him ; which, with an embrace, he 
protested he did, but entreated him not to strike till he 
gave a token, by lifting up his hand; “and then fear 
not,” said he, “ but strike home.” So he laid himself 
down to receive the stroke, and the hangman directed him 
to lay his face towards the east. “ No matter how the 
head lie,” answered he, “ so the heart be right.” After 
he had lain a little while upon the block, conceiving some 
prayers to himself, he gave the watchword, and the exe- 
cutioner, it seems, not minding it, he called aloud unto 
him, asking him why he did not strike. “ Strike man f” 
said he, and so in two blows was delivered from his 
pain. 

In all the time he was upon the scaffold, nor before, 
there appeared not the least alteration in him, either in 
his voice or countenance, but he seemed as free from all 
manner of apprehension, as if he had been come thither 
rather to be a spectator than a sufferer. Nay, the be- 
holders seemed much more sensible than did he ; so that 
he hath purchased here, in the opinion of men, such 
honour and reputation, as, it is thought, his greatest ene- 
mies are they that are most sorrowful for his death, which 
they see is like to turn so much to his advantage. 

Stukeley, notwithstanding, hath been at court since, 
offenng to his majesty, by way of his own justification, to 
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take the sacrament upon it, that what he laid to Sir Walter 
Raleigh’s charge was true ; and to produce two other wit- 
nesses, free from all exception, that would do the like. 
“ Why, then,” replied his majesty, “ the more malicious 
he to utter those speeches at his death.” ‘ But Sir Thomas 
Badger, who stood by and heard it, “ Let the king,” said 
he, “ take off Stukeley’s head, as he hath done the other’s, 
and let him at his death take the sacrament, and his oath 
upon it, and I’ll believe it ; but otherwise I shall credit 
Sir Walter Raleigh’s bare aflSrmative before a thousand of 
his oaths.” And it is strange to see how every man at 
court declines that Stukeley’s company, as treacherous. 

Thus I have related at large the discourse at court; 
whereunto I shall briefly add, for farther news, that the 
prince, a little before they came from Royston, resigned 
up his pretensions to the Admiralty (whereof he had re- 
ceived a grant from the king long since) to the Marquis 
of Buckingham 

That Sir Thomas Lake’s day of hearing is prolonged 
further ; that the queen continues still very much indis- 
posed; that Mr Martin,® the new recorder, is already 
dead of the smallpox, and Shute® like to succeed him in 
his place ; that a new Venetian leiger^ is here arrived, 
not above twenty-three or twenty-four years old ; which 
the king, discoursing of it to my Lord Arundel and Sir 
John Digby, seemed to censure as a weakness in any state 
to send a leiger ambassador so young ; and that from such 
a one nothing could be expected but shame unto the 
nation ; but this you will please to keep unto yourself. 
When you have read this side,® I should esteem it a favour 
if you bum it. 

^ A world of ill feeling seems to lie concealed under this ready acceptance of the 
assurances of a fellow so contemptible as Stukeley, against the dying asseverations 
of so gallant a man as Raleigh 

2 Richard Martin, an eminent scholar and poet He died about a month after 

® Sir Robert Shute, afterwards lord chief justice of the King’s Bench, from which 
he was removed for bribery 

^ Donato ^ From the words “ sacrament upon it, that,’^ &c 
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John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, November 7, 1618 

Tins week I received yours of the 29th of October, 
together with the printed papeis, which I understood no 
more than children do that look upon the babies, because 
they be all Dutch ; yet I have seen one of them before 
with a French coat, or copy. Foi some part of amends, I 
return you two papers in exchange ; the one a letter fiom 
Sir Walter Raleigh to the king, before he came to Salis- 
bury ; and withal half a dozen verses he made the night 
before his death,' to take his farewell of poetry, wherein 
he had been a piddler even from his youth. The other is 
a remembrance left with his lady, written likewise that 
night, to acquaint the world withal, if perhaps he should 
not have been suffered to speak at his death, as he was 
cut off from speaking somewhat he would have said at the 
King’s Bench ; and they had no thanks that suffered him 
to talk so long on the scaffold ; but tbe fault was laid on 
the sheriffs, and there it rests. His lady had been to visit 
him that night, and told him she had obtained the dis- 
posing of his body To which he answered, smiling, “ It 
is well, Besse, that thou mayest dispose of that dead, that 
hadst not always the disposing of it when it was alive 
and so dismissed her anon, after midnight, when he set- 
tled himself to sleep for three or four hours. His body 
and head were buried together in St. Margaret’s Church, 
at Westminster. 

Dick Martin, the recorder, enjoyed his dignity but 
awhile, for he died on Sunday morning : and great ‘suit 
and labour there hath been for the place. The king wrote 
his letters for one Shute. The lord chancellor and the 
Lord of Buckingham recommended him likewise with 
their particular letters ; but the aldermen took great ex- 
ception to him — as want of years, gravity, learning in the 
law — and that he had been divers times outlawed upon 
record, and been bound to the good behaviour, so that he 
was altogether insufficient for such an office. All which 
notwithstanding, the lord chancellor sent for some of them, 

^ Printed m his miscellaneous works 
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and recommended they should not elect any other till 
they had spoken with the king. Whereupon they sent 
five or six of their gravest aldermen to beseech his ma- 
jesty that they might enjoy their privileges, and, accord- 
ing to their charter, have the fiee choice of their oflScers ; 
yet they presented four names — ^Mr Walter, Thomas Crew, 
Jones, their common sergeant, and Mr. Whitelocke, that 
his majesty might nominate which of these he thought fit. 
The king gave them gracious hearing, and told them he 
loved them, and knew they loved him, wherefore he would 
noways infringe their liberties, but rather, by aU means, 
maintain and increase them, and so left them to their own 
election ; yet withal asked them, how they could like 
of one Heath Whereto they said nothing for the pre- 
sent ; but It is like he shall carry it, the rather for that 
he (as well as Shnte) belongs to the Lord of Buckingham, 
and they both together execute an oflSce under the mar- 
quis, that was some time the Lord Roper’s, out of which 
they have each of them £600 a-year apiece, which will 
be extingnished if either of the twain shall obtain the 
place. I am sorry that Shute was brought upon the 
stage, because I have some acquaintance with him, and 
that he is brother to Sir Christopher Hatton’s mother. 

The king came hither this day sennight, and the next 
day gave audience to the Venetian ambassador, who went 
through the town accompanied with thirty coaches, and 
puts on all the pomp and show he can to uphold their de- 
clining reputation He had audience again the next day ; 
and on Tuesday the Turkish Chians went to the court, but 
how he earned himself, or what his errand is, I know not, 
but we say you are likely to have him shortly in Holland. 
On Wednesday, the king went to visit the queen at Hamp- 
ton Court, but came back at night ; and the next day, 
being the 5th of November, the Bishop of Winchester® 
made an excellent sermon at court, upon the 31st verse of 
the 9th chapter of Esdras. 

The Countess of Buckingham appears not here this 
term, whatsoever the matter is, but is taking a house not 

^ Subsequently Sir Robert Heath, lord chiei justice of the King’s Bench 

^ Dr Andrews 
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far from St Albans, to be as near the court and lord 
chancellor as she can. Her example, they say, hath 
drawn on the Lady Finch* to become a countess, if the 
bargain go on ’twixt her and the Lord of Doncaster for 
Copt HaU, and all the land about it, in Essex. She and 
her son Theophilus are reconciled, and she makes profes- 
sion that henceforward she will be a good and kind mother 
unto him. The Lord of Doncaster makes provision to 
have his lady lie-in at Essex House, on which, and the 
garden, he hath already bestowed more cost than hath 
been done this many a-day. 

On Wednesday last. Sir Richard Waynman married the 
stale widow in St. Bartholomews, that brags she had the 
refusal of a white staff. I thought his friends had carried 
it more close : but whether the matter were moved to 
herself, or that she heard of it some other way, it seems it 
hath taken vent, and is come abroad The best is, he 
takes nothing to heart, but gives himself iuon tempo ; 
and m a company of two councillors more, was seen at an 
ordinary play at Blackfriars, since this term began. The 
widow made her capitulations with Sir R. Waynman, to 
live in London all the winter ; not to be troubled with 
his children ; to reserve £700 a-year for her own main- 
tenance; leaving him 20800 a-year to dispose of, besides 
202000 ready money, and other implements, that she 
brings with her. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, November 14, 1618 

It was in this town that I received your letter, touching 
the death of my Lord of Essex, which comes to my 
memory upon the receipt of one I have now from you, 
concerning Sir Walter Raleigh, and proves a subject of 
much contemplation, as they were of several factions and 
fashions, to balance their lives and their ends : and, if it 
be true, Jims eoronat opus, this latter hath gotten the 
honour ; for it seems he knew better how to die than to 

1 Elizabeth, widow of Sir Boyle Finch, afterwards created Viscounfress Finch, 
and Countess of Wmchelsea 
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live, and his happiest hours were those of his arraignment 
and execution, which cannot be said of the other, save 
only that they both died religiously. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

Lofidon, November 14 1SI8- 

After some consultation, we have, at last, a new re- 
corder, Mr. Heath, a man generally approved and well 
spoken of. The king’s recommendation stood him in 
stead ; for, though they were left to a free election, yet 
it was told them they must choose none whom the king’ 
should refuse, as be did in particular except against Mr. 
Whitelocke by name. The greatest diflSculty was how to 
content Sir Lionel Cranfield for ^1500 he laid down for 
Dick Martin, who, enjoying the place, it seemed reason- 
able he should be reimbursed by his successor. But this 
man disclaims all such contracts; wherefore, he must 
find some other way to be restored. 

On Sunday, the new sheriffs were pricked, which are 
not so absolutely set down after the old wont, but that 
they are still subject to alteration, as they can make 
means. But the sheriff of Cambridgeshire must of neces- 
sity be changed, seeing he that is named died about a year 
agone. 

It was generally given out, on Tuesday, that the Lord 
of Wallingford^ was called to the council-table, to give 
account of the administration of the Court of Wards. 
But, for aught I can learn, he was questioned by the king 
himself. How he answered, I know not; but he con- 
tinues the place still ; yet it is verily thought he shall be 
removed, and divers are named to succeed : as, first. 
Secretary Naunton, Mr. Compton ; and but now the voice 
was wholly with the Earl of Arundel. 

On Tuesday, the king went to Theobalds, and so to- 
morrow to BLoyston. That day, one Robinson, that had 
some time been a clerk in an office, was arraigned at the 
King’s Bench, and condemned, for counterfeiting the 

1 Sir William Knollys, afterwarfls Earl of Banbury 



108 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


great seal, and, under the colour of letters patent, exact- 
ing sums of money of alehouse-keepers, and fellows that 
let out money at use in the country For which, and 
other such abuses, he was yesterday hanged, drawn, and 
quartered, about Charing Cioss. Another couise of his, 
they say, was, by virtue of this commission, to take up 
rich yeomen’s daughteis, or drive them to compound, to 
serve his majesty for breeders m Virginia. 

The business in the Star Chamber, ’twixt the Countess 
of Exeter and Secretary Lake, will not be ended this 
terra The king meant to have heard it in person ; but 
the multitude of witnesses, examinations, exemplifications, 
and such other stufij is so exorbitant, that they cannot be 
leduced into any good order without long time ; for they 
say that they exceed the number of 9000 sheets of paper ; 
and the very charge of writings, besides counsel, hath 
stood the Earl of Exeter already in ^8500, and the other 
side cannot pass with less. 

On Thuisday here was a fast at the Italian church, for 
the good success of your Synod, and the prosperity of the 
reformed churches The Archbishop of Spalato preached 
there, they say, very well ; but he hath lost somewhat in 
the opinion of the world, by intruding himself into a par- 
sonage that was in the gift of the Dean and Chapter of 
Windsor, wherein Dr Chahnei, Dr. White, and another, 
withstood him mainly, as a matter of scandal and ill 
example in him. But he prevailed, by the negligence or 
connivance of the rest of the prebends, whereof the major 
part stood neutral, and would give no voice; which he 
interpreted to his own advantage. 

For all this hard world, the Countess of Bedford hath 
lately got a suit ; but I know not what it is. The Marquis 
of Hamilton and she are in hand to make up a match for 
his son and heir with her niece, daughter to her sister, the 
Lady Chichester, from whom she inherits sSlSOO a-year 
land, and may be a greater heir by her aunt, if her lady- 
ship could be persuaded to hold her hands 

Mrs. West, the Lord Delawar’s daughter, one of our 
pnme and principal beauties, is seized on by the smallpox. 
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which, if they deal not mercifully with her, she is quite 
undone , seeing her good face is the best part of her 
portion. 


Rev Thomas Lorhin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

November 24, 1618 

As I signified before, I renewed my suit to Sir Robert 
Cary lately, concerning you, and received such good assu- 
rances of his friendly intention on your behalf, as I per- 
suade myself there is no cause of fear or doubt. Yet 
shall I refresh his memory at his return from Newmarket, 
and labour further to procure it underhand, if you think 
fit ; but, in my poor judgment, it would be better to for- 
bear to press him to that, till he came down into these 
parts, which will be before spring ; and then, I rest con- 
fident you shall receive full satisfaction and contentment. 

News the present affords not any, more than that the 
queen, God be thanked, is well upon recovery. The 
French business is reasonably well calmed and pacified ; 
and both agents like to return to their former employ- 
ment. 

Sir John Digby’s patent i is already signed by the king, 
and this day is to pass the broad seal of England 

There is a design in hand of disposing the waste ground 
that lies m Lincoln’s Inn unto fair walks, and a collection 
of money is made to that purpose. The Lords Arundel 
and Dorset have given either ^100, my lord chancellor, 
and Sir Fulk Greville, £50 : Sir Thomas Edmondes, and 
Sir Harry Cary, comptroller of his majesty’s horse, either 
of them £S0 ; and, they say, gentleman in the county 
shall be solicited, likewise, to contribute their benevolence, 
which is the reason I have been so particular in setting 
down other men’s proportion. 

A good friend of mine propounded to me, within these 
few days, a condition of going over to Virginia, where the 
Virginia company means to erect a college, and undertakes 
to procure me good assurance of j6200 a-year and better ; 
and, if I should find there any ground of dislike, liberty 

^ For creating him Baron Digby of Sherbourn 
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to return at pleasure. I assure you, I find preferment 
coining on so slowly here at home, as makes me much 
incline to accept it. I will do nothing rashly: your 
allowance or disallowance of the motion may sway me 
either way, to embrace it, or refuse it. But I humbly 
pray your secrecy. 


Rev. Thomas Lorkzn to Sir Thomm Puckering, Bart. 

December 1, 1618 

News this present affords not any, more than what 
these printed papers will convey unto you, unless this may 
pass under that title, that my Lord Digby is now actually 
created ; and the States’ commissioners are here arrived, 
in number eight ; three men of remark, two civil lawyers, 
and three others of inferior note, merchants ; who are to 
treat with our East India Company, to see whether they 
can end all former differences, by bringing them to this 
issue, that from henceforth they join their stocks into one 
bank, and treat out that trade and traffic together. 

Concerning the blazing star, his majesty, they say, 
swears it is nothing else but Venus with a firebrand in 
her — } Mr. Briggs conceives it to be a perfect comet, 
and therefore above the moon (so mathematicians have 
demonstrated Aristotle’s tenet in this point to be false), 
and thinks the comet to be a hundred thousand miles in 
length — I say, thinks, because, as yet, his observation 
hath found no ground for geometrical demonstration. 

I should be glad to know to what issue the motion I 
made, concerning Mrs. Frances Ferrars, is come. I find 
such noble usage here, as makes me study how I might be 
an instrument of any content unto them, which I promise 
myself I should be, if that match, with fitting conditions 
of portion, might be handsomely compassed- Sir Robert 
will estate jBlSOO a-year upon his son, and depart with 
5^800 a-year in present for maintenance, if things be settled 
to his desire. I humbly beseech you favour it with your 

1 Th« word omitted, if proper fora king to utter and a clergyman to repeat — 
of which we cannot but entertain doubts — is certainly too objectionable to be 
printed 
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best furtherance, if you think it possible to bring it to any 
good effect. 

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

Idindon, December 4, 1^38 

After I had written yesterday by Dieston, your sister 
sent to desire me to see this letter enclosed conreyed to 
my lady, and withal told me a long story touching the 
contents, wherein I hope you are better instiucted from 
Mr. Barnard’s own hands than I can be at theirs. But 
two special points they insisted upon, that you should in 
no wise be known that you deal for Mr. Barnard ; but, if 
you can draw the matter to composition, to seize upon the 
money that shall come to your hands for his use ; or, if 
you cannot compound, then, if you know where any goods 
of theirs be m those parts, to make use of the statute your 
nephew Dudley brought, and lay hands on them in his be- 
half. How these matters may be done, I know not ; but 
I assure myself and them there can be no want of care in 
you to succour and assist so good and ancient a fnend in 
his distress by all lawful and possible means. But I cannot 
marvel enough how a man of his judgment and experience 
could be brought to adventure the best part of his estate, 
or rather, in a manner, his main stock, in so unsound a 
bottom. But, seeing things past cannot be recalled, it 
belongs to every good subject to set to their helping hand 
to help him out of these briars ; wherein from me nil nisi 
mta supersunt, and to wish you good success in this busi- 
ness, and all other your honourable courses. 

I forgot, in my last, that Sir Lewis Stnkeley’s pamphlet 
was penned by Dr. Sharpe.^ He is now most commonly 
called and known by the name of Sir Judas Stukeley. 


Sir Dudley Carleton^ to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, December 4, 1618 

They (the Armenians at the Synod of Dort) are decried 
for their impertinent boldness and impudence by all men, 

^ Lionel Sharpe, D D , formerly chaplain to Henry Prince of Wales. 

^ Sir Dudley Carleton’s letters to Mr Chamberlain are very imperfect and frag- 
mentary The reader should refer to the volume of his Correspondence at this 
period, privately printed by Lord ISoyston 
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both assessors and auditors, as well strangers as those of 
this country, and are thought to be animated from hence, 
(the Hague) where the French ambassador, their haranguer 
for Bainevelt, spoke at large in their favour, against the 
change of magistrates. 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Bir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

December 16, 1618 

The last week, indisposition of health suffered me not 
to write, and this week I shall write little, because the 
present affords no matter to write of. Only the commis- 
sioners for the States went last Thursday towards New- 
market, theie to receive audience of the king, but, as for 
any particular, either concerning their reception or embassy, 
there is not yet any news stirring. The Lady Elizabeth 
is brought to bed of a daughter 

Sir Henry Wotton, some say, shall be called home this 
spnng, and perhaps succeed Sir Henry Cary in the comp- 
trollership of the king’s house, who is like to make way 
for him, by his remove to the mastership of the Wards, 
which is designed to him, though ray Lord of Wallingford 
resumes again his wonted courage of standing upon his 
own justification, which yet will tend but to his greater 
fall 

Touching the motion of Mrs. Frances Ferrars, I cannot 
now write anything, by reason of my lady’s absence, who 
attends the queen at Hampton Couit, but I cannot con- 
ceive those conditions of dowry, which you specify, to be 
of any such attractive power to draw them greatly to listen 
after it. I imparted the motion with Sir Thomas Grantham 
and my lady, who stand very well affected to it, and per- 
suade themselves that they, joining their forces with yours, 
shall be able to draw on Sir John to make up the portion 
503000, which haply would be here accepted, especially if 
it might be accompanied with one other advantage, which 
Sir Thomas assures me his brother Ferrars heretofore 
intended, of estating Tamworth Castle, and the lands 
thereto belonging, to the value of little less than a 56 IOOO 
a-year, upon his daughter, Mrs. Frances, for default of 
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issue in his son For, howsoever that be a hazard, yet 
theie is a possibility in it, and therefore of some valuable 
consideration. But your wisdom can jud^e fuither into 
these things If it might be handsomely compassed, I 
wish it from my heart, both in regard of the content which 
I hope this family would receive thereby, as the advantage 
which I therein foresee unto yourself, besides mine own 
interest in seeing those families joined together in alliance, 
between whom my duty rests divided. But man purposeth 
and God disposeth. 

I have herewith sent you a copy of Sir Walter Raleigh’s 
apology. 

Str Dudley Carleton to John Chamlerlatn, Esq. 

Hague, December 16, 1618 

Our prisoners have likewise respite for tins holy time; 
but one of them, called Hogerbets, is eithei mad, in good 
earnest, or so counterfeits himself to be ; for he talks to 
his child len, and disposeth of all his domestic affairs, as if 
be had his family about him, whereas one man is all he 
hath. 


Rev Thomas Lorhin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

December 18, 1618. 

The States' commissioners have had no bad reception of 
the king They pretend two things, a justification of 
themselves in their proceedings with our merchants for the 
time past, and the treating about some fit expedient of 
trading quietly together for the time to come His 
majesty hath remitted them over to his council, who 
are to hear and lelate the particulars In the mean 
time, a round course is like to be taken with all the 
Dutch merchants, who, to the number, they say, at the 
least of one hundred, are to be brought this next term 
into the Star Chamber, and there censured for transporting 
great sums of gold without licence ; wlieiein to proceed 
more exactly against them, besides other proofs, they say 
every one of them shall be put to their corporal oath, 
which doth so terribly alarm them, as, I hear, they offer 
to buy their peace with ^100,000, if so be it might be 

VOIi. IL ^ 
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accepted. Ten of these merchants are granted to Sir 

Thomas Vavasour and Sir Fielding for a suit ; this 

man pievailing through favour, and the other pretending 
deserts for the good service he did his majesty for dis- 
covering the abuses of the officers of his majesty’s house. 

There hath lately run up and down an infamous libel, 
which touches, as they say, most of our great ones , and 
two gentlemen are committed about it, one Ashfield and 
another Matthews, either as authors or divulgeis 

The last week, the bailiffs of Holborn, following a 
gentleman with an arrest, the gentleman took sanctuary 
at St James’s, whither they pursued him. The prince’s 
servants undertook the piotection of the retraite, and well 
and thriftily canvassed the catchpoles for their msolency 
in presuming so far upon his highness’s liberties. Since 
this. Sir John Vaughan, comptroller of the prince’s house, 
passing through Holborn, the bailiffs assaulted him in his 
coach, hammed his horses, and threatened no less unto 
himself, had not the favour of some Welch apprentices 
come speedily to his rescue ; so the bailiffs were seized 
upon and committed. 

Tobie Matthew was yesterday, now a second time, 
banished the land, as a dangerous man for our collapsed 
ladies. 

His majesty is upon point of confeiring a new favour 
upon Monsieur de Moulin,^ whom he means to provide of 
a living donative, szne curd ammarum, to the value of six 
score pounds a-year, which will be a good addition to his 
prebendaryship of Canterbury, of the like value. 

The voice is, that the French king sues a divorce be- 
twixt himself and his queen, under pretence of insufficiency, 
quoad illam. That he threaten to besiege Metz, (whither 
the Duke de Espernon hath retired himself) in pursuit of 
the said duke: that he hath offered to send back the 
queen-mother into Florence ; but the great duke refuseth 
to receive her : so she remains at Moulins . that the Duke 
de Rohan is designed to an extraordinary embassy hither 
for the giving our king satisfaction in point of this last and 
late difference 


^ Peter de Moulin# a celebrated French divme 
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The Lord Digby hath been lately dangerously sick of a 
squinancy, but is now well forward upon recovery, and 
expects his declaration for Spain shortly, whither I think 
I shall go nigh to attend him, though yet I reserve that 
purpose to myself. 

The Duke of Lerma, I am sure you hear, is retired to 
his house at Lerma ; but haply you have not had notice of 
the honour the King of Spain doth him, in giving him 
commission and power to open all packets, that shall 
pass by him, with address unto his majesty, from foreign 
parts 

There rests no more to trouble you with save the soli- 
citing you again in my former motion concerning Mrs. 
Frances Ferrars, which Sir Thomas Grantham and my lady 
so thoroughly aifect, as they mean to importune Sir John 
very hard, at his arnval here this next term ; and sooner, 
by letters, if my lady’s health will once permit. But I 
shall build surer hopes upon your wise and effectual per- 
suasion, whereunto I most earnestly invite you. 

Before I had sealed up my letter, my Lady Grantham ' 
sent for me, who, in this her long sickness, being grown to 
a good degree of recovery, in our conceits, is now fallen 
back again into a very weak state. The Lord comfort her, 
and sanctify this affliction unto her good, and give a 
favourable issue ; and arm us with Christian resolution 
against the sorrow, snares, and fears of death, that we may 
not be as them that have no hope ' 


John Chamherlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, December 20, 1618 

The king hath been to Theobalds ever since Wednesday, 
and comes to town this day, and unless his presence bring 
us some news, we are like to have a dead and dull Christ- 
mas. I am sorry to hear that he grows every day more 
froward, and with such a kind of moiosity, that doth 
either argue a great discontent in mind, or a distemper of 
humours in his body. Yet he is never so out of tune, but 


* Sister to Sir Thomas Puckering 
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the very sight of my Lord of Buckingham doth settle and 
quiet all. 

At his last going home, one Singleton, of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, preaching before him at Royston, fell upon a 
point of Arminius’s doctrine touching university of grace, 
and so handled it, that he was much displeased, and sent 
to the doctors, and heads of houses in Cambridge, to con- 
vent him, and examine his seimon They returned a 
favourable censure, that this, and this, may be said; which 
was so far from satisfying the king, that he sent for them 
all, or the most part, to Newmarket, where the question 
was so narrowly discussed, that he was enjoined to retract 
what he had said, m the same place, at the king’s return 
thither after Christmas 

On Sunday last. Dr Felton, Bishop of Bristol, and Dr. 
Mountaine, Bishop of Lincoln, were censured at Lambeth, 
wheie, besides, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop 
of Ely, Litchfield, and Rochester, the Archbishop of 
Spalato concurred m the ceremony of imposing of hands. 
I hear we shall have his sermon in print, which I hope to 
send you with the first opportunity. Balcanqual,^ the Scot, 
hath got the start of him in the mastership of the Savoy, 
where he was admitted the beginning of this week, as Dr. 
Tolson to the deanery of Westminster, much about the 
same time. 

The King of Sweden’s ambassador went to Newmarket, 
where, aftei a long Latin oration, and thanks for the king’s 
mediation in this late business of the peace, I hear that his 
prn ate demands were, to have leave to levy men here, in 
case the war went on ’twixt his master and the King of 
Poland ; that the king would enter into the union with 
the princes of Germany, for the defence of religion ; that 
whereas, by the last treaty of peace with Denmark, his 
master was indebted i650,000 sterling to that king, that 
our merchants should undertake the payment, and have 
certain copper mines in pawn, till they were discharged, 
and satisfied. 

The French ambassador gives out, that he hath order 

1 Walter Balanqual, made Dean of Rochester, m 1624, and of Durham, in 16^9 
He died December 25, 1645 
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to piepare himself to go home, and leave a secietary or 
agent, to despatch business here, as we have led the way, 
and given the example there. 

Young Blount, Rich, or Mountjoy, heir ^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire,® is shortly to be made a baron, for the which 
he parts with the house and land at Wanstead ; but whe- 
ther to the king or Earl of Buckingham, I know not. The 
lord admiral ® had a young son about a fortnight smce ; 
but it lasted not above a week, and so a pension is saved. 
He hath resigned his old patent, which is renewed, and 
the Lord of Buckingham joined with him in it. The young 
Lord Cromwell, that hath never a plot of land in England, 
but somewhat in Ireland, shall many the Lady Lower, as 

I hear ; as likewise Sir Moseley, attorney of the 

Duchy, shall have the Lady Bowyer, at Westminster. 

Sir John Swinnerton’s eldest son died two days since, 
much about the time that his father did this time twelve- 
month. He hath left a young Dutch widow, without 
children, but, it is doubted, not altogether m so good 
a state as he found her 

I know not whether you have heard that Mr Clarke 
died about Michaelmas, in better case for wealth than was 
expected. His books were sold this last week for ^400. 

Your fiiend, Tobie Matthew, shall remain here, as it is 
bruited, and be dispensed withal for taking the oath of 
allegiance, which were it not in him, I should think it 
might prove a case of strange consequences. His great 
friend and protector cannot forbear pugnare cum Imvis, 
and is still glancing at the memory of our late deceased 
fnend , as lately in the arguing of the case before him, 
’twixt Secretary Lake, and the Lord of Exeter, and the 
Lord Burghley, about the Lord Roos, he demanding why 
they had not followed this business sooner, answer was 
made by the Lord Burghley, and his counsel, that it was 
undertaken by a worthy counsellor, deceased ; who, if he 
had lived till this time, was in a way to compound it to 
the satisfaction of all sides. Whereupon he replied, “ If 
you trusted to him, you trusted to a lotten reed, who 


^ Natural son 

3 Charles Howard, Earl of Nottingham 


2 Sir Charles Blount 
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would have failed you in the end. Indeed, he had ways of 
his own ; but now he is gone the way of all flesh,” &c. 
This, I assure you, was much mishked by all, or most, that 
were present, and generally by all that have heard of it 
since. But they say a live dog hath the ’vantage of a dead 
lion. 


Rev. Thomas LorJcin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

January 5, 1618-19 

I signified, in some of my former letters, that the Duke 
de Rohan was expected here ambassador, but acquainted 
you not with the particular circumstances, because I could 
not build any sure ground upon the author of my intel- 
ligence ; who yet, even at first, delivered to me, what I 
understand to be certain now, that Mr Wake, in his 
passage from Turin to England, took Paris m his way, 
where being arrived, and public notice taken of him as a 
minister of state for the King of England, two persons of 
quality came to visit him, persuading him to go and kiss 
the French king’s hand He excused it, by telling them 
that he was not ignorant of the disgusts that had happened 
betwixt the two kings ; and that he thought it not safe 
for him to adventure upon such an act without warrant 
from his master. They intreated him that he would not 
depart the town till he heard from them, which he pro- 
mised. The day following, the Duke of Rohan came unto 
him, and sought to prevail with him in that wherein the 
two former were refused ; but his answer was still suitable 
to that before He concluded his visit, as did the others, 
that he would not leave the city till he should hear 
further. The next evening came a messenger to him from 
the king with this errand, that he desired him to commend 
him to the king, his brother, and to tell him that, ere 
long, he would send the Duke de Rohan in an extra- 
ordinary embassy to him, to give him satisfaction ; and, if 
that would not sufl5.ce, he would come himself. And the 
secretary of state is there committed, under pretence of 
having proceeded, in some of these late businesses, without 
commission fiom his master. 
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There hath been lately presented to his majesty a book 
of no small contentment, which was printed at Toledo, 
cum privilegio, and written by commandment of the king 
of Spain, wherein the Pope’s encroachments upon princes 
is largely opposed, and the temporalities of kings, against 
all the Pope’s usuipations, notably defended. 

A certain Frenchman, having heretofore presented some- 
thing to his majesty in wnting, and being rewarded 
according to the quality of his desert, though not to his 
content, used some threatening speeches, as that it would 
have been better for his majesty to have rewarded him 
more hberally, for which insolency of his he was banished. 
This man, these hohdays time, placed himself behind a 
door, where the king was to pass from the guard-chamber 
to the chapel , and being descried by Dr. Bowles, one of 
his majesty’s chaplains, who knew him, and what had 
formerly passed upon him, was, upon his discovery, pre- 
sently appiehended ; being searched, there was found in 
his pocket a long knife and thirty shilling pieces. This, 
with his former poverty, made the jealousy greater He 
is committed a close prisoner, and, upon the aforesaid 
presumption, men appiehend a treacherous intent. 

The voice holds strong for Sir Henry Cary’s being made 
master of the wards, who shall, withal, receive an addition 
of honour, and be made a baron. But that rumour of Sir 
Edward Vilhers succeeding him grows faint ; some think 
upon a hope himself hath of compassing his former design 
of being deputy of Ireland. Others say, upon the earnest 
suit that Sir Henry Cary makes to hold both places; 
which the king inchnes to grant, out of a secret intention 
(it IS thought) of preserving the disposition of that place 
to Sir Henry Wotton, who is to come home from Venice, 
and to be here this next spring. This I conceive to be 
not improbable. 

My Lord Digby’s employment into Spain is like to be 
deferred till towards August, when he is to go in quality 
of ambassador extraordinary. Sir Walter Aston shall be 
despatched away as lieger this spring, whereof I long since 
gave you notice ; but then it was only in deliberation, now 
it grows to execution 
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I think I adveitised you the last week of the match that 
IS like to be concluded between the Marquis of Hamilton, 
for his son, and my Lady Bedford, foi her niece, Mrs. 
Chichester. The countess, they say, is content to pass 
over presently all the land of my Lord Harrington unto 
him, reserving only unto herself a state for life. 

The Lakes’ business, it is thought, will receive a more 
favourable issue than was imagined. The marquis was, 
within these few days, at his house, to visit him ; where- 
upon men frame and build conjectures. My Lord 
Scroop’s patent is now drawing for the presidentship of 
York. He is to make up the sum, already tendered to 
my Lord ShefBeld, i64,500; and ^1500 is to be given 
elsewhere, by way of gratuity. My Lord ShefBeld, at the 
resigning up of his interest, had this further testimony of 
the king’s favour, that, at his request, his majesty was 
content to knight every one of the council at York, before 
not knighted, which were diveis; and thence accrues a 
further profit to his lordship 

There hath been lately a great quarrel here at court, 
betwixt Sir Henry Rich* and Sir Edward Villiers, upon 
this ground and in this manner. Sir Henry Rich, dis- 
cerning a change in the marquis’s behaviour towards him, 
conceived presently some ill offices to have been done by 
some, and addressed himself to Sir Edward Vilhers, by 
way of fnendship, that if he were privy to any such 
matter, he might know his accuser, and come unto his 
purgation ; and, pressing the point very far. Sir Edward 
asked him what he would say, if he brought him the man 
to his face to justify what had been reported to my lord, 
the other replied, he would esteem it a special favour and 
courtesy. “ To-morrow,” replied Sir Edward, “ I will 
so order it, that you shall speak with him, being there 
at court ” Sir Henry Rich returned answer, that would 
be no fit place, and would more willingly meet him some- 
where else. In fine. Sir Edward Villiers told him himself 
was the man. “ I hope,” said the other, “ you will do 
me reason,” Then a challenge was made and accepted, 
and two seconds appointed; Mr Charles Rich for his 

^ Afterwardfo created Lord Kensington and Earl of Holland 
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brother, and Mr Epsley to the contrary To the 

field they went, or, lather, went onwards to the field, for 
they had not appointed any set place, but rode out alto- 
gether, and could not agree upon the choice The report 
IS, that Sir Henry Rich instanced in divers, but they 
pleased not; and having found one, at length, to both 
their humours, a new difference arose between the seconds, 
for Mr. Rich was fresh come out of France, and would 
needs observe the French custom of fighting with the 
other second Epsley told him he had no quarrel against 
him, and could not resolve to fight. So, whilst these things 
were disputing, Maxwell, who was sent after them, comes 
in, and brings them all back ; and I do not hear whether 
the controversy be determined I need not give caveat to 
reserve the particular relation of this quarrel to yourself : 
your wisdom will judge it fitting. 

I shall conclude with my lord admiral’s entertainment 
of Stukeley, who, being vice-admiral of the western parts, 
and pretending to come and give an account to his lord- 
ship of his office, came and placed himself in the dining- 
chamber, there expecting till his lordship passed; who 
taking no notice of him, he stepped to him, acquainting 
him with the occasion of his coming. “ What,” said ray 
lord, “ thou base fellow — ^thou ' who art reputed the scorn 
and contempt of men — ^how darest thou ofer thyself into 
my presence^ Were it not in my own house, I would 
cudgel thee with my staff, for presuming to be so saucy.” 

Stukeley made his complaint unto the king, whose 
answer was “ What wouldst thou have me do ^ Wouldst 
thou have me hang him ^ Of my soul, if I should hang 
all that speak ill of thee, all the trees in the country would 
not suffice, so great is the number ” This I have at the 
third hand. Sir Oliver Cromwell being the original re- 
porter. But this, likewise, I commend to your secrecy, 
because I know not to what censure the divulging even of 
such things as these may be subject. 

My Lady Grantham mends, God be thanked. 

I forgot to acquaint you, in my former letter, with a 
match that hath been heie shuffled up between Sir Thomas 
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Smith’s only son^ and Mrs Isabella Rich f who, finding 
themselves both together at Sir .. Udals, some few days 
since, and liking well enough either the other, my lord 
chamberlain, who was there present, sent for his own 
chaplain, to Barnard Castle, to make the matter sure by 
marrying them, who making some difficulty, for that 
they had no licence, his lordship encouraged him, upon 
assurance of saving him harmless. So they were presently 
married; and from thence conducted to my Lord of 
Southampton’s to dmner, and to my Lady Bedford’s to 
bed, where all was consummate But the father is a heavy 
man to see his son bestowed without his privity and con- 
sent. 


B,exi. Thomas LorTtin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, January 12, 1618-19 

1 have heretofore acquainted you with my Loid of 
Wallingford’s just fears, and Sir Henry Carey’s hopes, 
touching the mastership of the Wards Upon Friday 
last, the former resigned up his patent to the king, with- 
out any other kind of recompense than the favour of 
kissing his majesty’s hands. Yet is the latter frustrate. 
His friends report that he had the offer, but refused it, in 
regard the last book of insti actions do so restrain and 
limit that office, as eclipses much both the honour and 
profit of that employment. But I rather think Sir Lionel 
Cranfield’s offers, of raising that court to a high improve- 
ment of his majesty’s revenue, hath been the only motive 
of diverting the king’s intentions to Sir Henry Carey, and 
inclining them towards himself, who is now in possession 
of that office. 

There hath run up and down a loud voice, that my lord 
chief justice of England should be lord treasurer ; but I 
think it built upon unsure grounds, and hold myself to my 
first man. Sir Fulk Greville ; whose leavings, some report, 
are hke to fall to Sir Thomas Lake’s share, in recompense 

^ Sir John Smith, of Sutton at Hone, and Barnard’s, m Kent. 

2 Daughter of Robert, Earl of Warwick, by Penelope, sister of the Earl of Essex 
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of his secretaryship, which the king designs unto some 
other, as yet not known 

Upon Twelfthnight, Stukeley was committed close pri- 
soner to the Gatehouse, for clipping of gold. He had 
received out of the Exchequer, some week before, ^6500, 
in recompense for the service he had done in the business 
of Sir Walter Raleigh ; and began, as is said, to exercise 
the trade upon that ill gotten money — the price of blood. 
The manner of the discovery was strange, if my occasions 
would suffer me to relate the particulars. Upon exami- 
nation, he endeavoured to avoid it from himself, by casting 
the burthen either upon his son or man. The former 
plays least in sight, and cannot be found The servant 
was committed to the Marshalsea, who, understanding, as 
they say, that his master would shift over the business to 
him, is willing to set the saddle upon the right horse, and 
accuses his master. 

From France, we hear that the Cardinal of Savoy has 
so effectually negociated the treaty of marriage with 
France, for the prince, his brother, as he hath driven the 
matter to a conclusion ; and the primipe major, as they 
say, is sent for to be espoused to his mistress. 

Those of the religion, I hear, stand but in ill terms with 
the king ; for holding a general assembly at Rochelle, to 
advise and consult upon their common affairs, without his 
royal approbation — nay, expressly against his command — 
he, to show his resentment thereof, hath clapt up the 
deputies of the Religion in prison, and begins to arm, to 
their further terror. The Lord avert all evil from his 
Church; and so direct and protect them, as they may 
prosper, despite of all such as may oppose them. 

My Lady Grantham, I hope, grows on upon recovery ; 
yet hath she many fits, that east her back, and sometimes 
beget fears. 


John Chamierlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Ga/rhton. 

London, January 16, 1618-9 

The letter to your sister, concerning Abel Barnard’s 
business, that came enclosed in youis of the 4th of this 
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piesent, is delivered. And I make no doubt, but so 
soon as he shall have notice thereof, he will not neglect 
your good advice, but make to you with all possible 
speed. 

Since ray last, we have had here a great mischance by 
fire at Whitehall, which, beginning in the banqueting 
house, hath quite consumed it, and put the rest in great 
danger, but that there was so much help at hand, besides 
that which was sent out of London on all sides, and so 
good order taken, by the presence of the lord chancellor, 
the Duke,^ and the Earl of Arundel, that all passed with 
as much quiet as was possible in such a confusion ; and 
the fire, though it was exceeding furious, kept from 
spreading further than the limits of that building, saving 
only, that the vehemency of the heat burnt down one of 
the rotten terraces or galleries adjoining, and took hold of 
the pulpit-place, which was soon quenched One of the 
greatest losses spoken of, is the burning of all, or most of 
the writings and papers belonging to the offices of the 
Signet, Privy Seal, and Council Chamber, which were 
under it. And, in such a mishap, it fell out happily to be 
in the day time, about eleven o’clock, on Tuesday, the 
] 2th of this month. For, if it had happened in the night, 
the whole house, and all in it, had been in great danger ; 
for, though it were at high noon, yet there was much em- 
bezzling, and much spoil, though there was as much pro- 
vision made against it as the shortness of time could permit, 
and divers taken with the manner, and committed. There 
is much speech of divers miscarried , but we hear yet no 
certainty, only some are hurt and maimed ; and the fire is 
not yet so thoroughly quenched, that they can search any 
comer. You may guess at the fury of it, when it lasted 
not in any strength above an hour Divers reports run, 
how it came ; but the most current is, that a mean fellow, 
searching in the masquing or tiring room, with a candle, 
for certain things he had hid there, fired some oiled 
painted cloths, and pasteboards, with such other stuff, 
and seeing he could not quench it alone, went out and 
locked the door after him, thinking so to conceal himself. 

^ Of Lennox 
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There is doubt that this will hinder the king coming to 
town this Candlemas, when the masque should have been 
repeated the second time • which would come ill to pass 
for the Lady of Exeter, who hopes, that the king hearing 
her cause this term, will do her all nght in repairing her 
honour and reputation. 

There is an information already put into the Star 
Chamber against the Earl of Suffolk, his lady, and Sir 
J ohn Bingley, and, besides, a letter of intimation from the 
council-table, ordinary process gave out against them 
If they submit themselves, the king will deal with them as 
shall seem good to his wisdom and justice. But, if they 
stand out, the proofs are said to be so pregnant and mani- 
fest, that they cannot be avoided The attorney’s pains is 
spared in this cause, and the solicitor had the drawing of 
the bill, and the managing of the whole business. Yet I 
do not hear but the attorney is like to continue his place ; 
for, if the loid chief justice be made lord treasurer, the 
chief baron is in election to be chief justice, and Sergeant 
Finch chief baron. 

I hear, that Merchant Taylors’ Hall is appointed the 
place of meeting for our commissioners and the States, 
which have not yet had any conference with them. But 
ours have divers meetings and feasting among themselves, 
as this day at Mr. Treasurer’s, on Thursday last at Sir 
Thomas Smith’s, to instruct and fortify themselves, the 
better to encounter your States, that are said to come so 
well prepared. 

The day that the king departed from hence, he sent 
Sir Lionel Cranfield to the Lord Knollys, or Wallingford, 
for bis patent of the mastership of the Wards, which he 
delivered and surrendered to him ; and, it is said, to be 
bestowed on him But some think he must, m lieu 
thereof, part with the mastership of the wardrobe to Sir 
Edward Villiers, which, his fnends say, is no part of his 
meaning, but to keep both. 

Mrs. Clare, that was the Lord Walden’s mistress, is said 
to be married ; but I know not where, nor to whom. Sir 
Henry Mildmay, of the Jewel House, shall marry a daugh- 
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ter of Alderman Holydays, that is thought will prove a 
great match. 

Among the rest, we had a wedding here at her house, on 
Thursday, of young Drury, her nephew, that married one 
Paine’s daughter of this town, with whom he hath ^5500, 
paid presently, besides expectation of a better poition 
The bride’s mother and grandmother are of Amsterdam 


Rev, Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puchenng, Bart. 

London, January 19, 1618-9 

The only news of the present is this; the Earl of 
Suffolk and his lady were last week served with a writ, 
summoning them to appear in the Star Chamber at the 
beginning of the term. There is a bill drawn against them 
two, and Sir John Bingley, likewise; and their cause is 
to be heard (though not haply to be determined) either 
Wednesday, or Fnday, next week. 

The day after Candlemas-day is like to decide Sir 
Thomas Lake’s controversy, his majesty resolving to be 
there present at the hearing. In point of honour, it is 
thought the matter will incline favourably on my Lady of 
Exeter’s side The issue of other differences will sort 
suitable to the proofs. 

Sir Lionel Cranfield, some say, is like to depart without 
the office of being master of the wardrobe, to the benefit 
of Sir William Fielding * 

The unhappy accident that chanced at Whitehall, last 
week, by fire, you cannot but have heard of; but haply 
not the manner how, which was this. A joiner was 
appointed to mend some things that were out of order in 
the device of the masque, which the king meant to have 
repeated at Shrovetide, who, having kindled a fire upon a 
false hearth, to heat his glue-pot, the force thereof pierced 
soon, it seems, the single bnck, and, in a short time that 
he absented himself upon some occasion, fastened upon 
the basis, which was of dry deal board, underneath; 
which suddenly conceiving flame, gave fire to the device 

^ Afterwards created Baron and Viscount Fielding, and Earl of Derby 
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of the masque, all of oiled paper, and dry fir, &c And 
so, in a moment, disposed itself among the rest of that 
combustible matter, that it was past any man’s approach, 
before it was almost discovered. Two hours begun and 
ended that woful sight. All the loss was bounded in 
the banqueting house, and m the offices underneath. All 
the records of the Signet oflSce utterly perished, one chest 
of writings only excepted. So quick and furious was the 
fire that, though there were some present in the said 
office when the same first kindled, yet found they dif- 
ficulty enough to save themselves. The city, they say, 
will repair part of the loss, by building up a banqueting 
house at pioper cost and charge. 

This sad news I shall sauce with a little that is more 
pleasant. A Spanish lady, having much importuned the 
Duke of Osseda, the only privado of that court, as you 
know, in his fathei’s absence, in a just cause, as she con- 
ceived, but without success, prevailed yet at length thus 
far with him, that by his means she might present a peti- 
tion to the king. But the way being made open, instead 
of tendering that which she seriously propounded, she 
delivered a paper, without any other contents but these : — 

Senor, senor, senor, 

Ann el hijo es heor ” 

This scorn was seconded by another, and by an awkward 
person, who, finding the Duke of Lerma’s picture, and the 
Duke of Osseda’s, standing both together in some public 
room at court, wrote with a coal, as followeth : — 

“ Alcavales sisus, y million es. 

Son por esteo dor ladrones ” 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Barf. 

London, January 26, 1618-19 

For news, domestic affairs offered none, for aught I 
hear, save this, that the Earl of Suffolk and his lady have 
the favour to answer in the Star Chamber by their counsel, 
without being obliged to any personal appearance. 

That what reflects upon us from other parts is this, 
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that my Loid Digby hath lately received a packet from 
Spain, and therein some lines from the king’s own hands, 
which imports in eifect thus much — ^first, thanks for 
those friendly offices already perfoimed by him to the 
king, his brother; then an earnest invitation to a con- 
tinuance; and, in particular, to excuse the slackness of 
his proceedings concerning the match, as not aiising from 
any voluntary delays for private advantage, but neces- 
sanly occasioned by the long and dangerous sickness of 
his confessor, who must be the only leader and director of 
his conscience in point of religion ; with a farther as- 
surance, that immediately upon his recovery he will 
seriously intend it, and hath already allotted two days 
every week for the ripening these matters, to the more 
timely bringing forth of fruit 

A ship arrived here the last week, that brings news of 
a mighty fleet the Spaniard hath at sea, far surpassing 
that of ’88, wherein are four score thousand land forces, 
as they voice it forth I believe not half, though the 
report wants not some foundation. That preparation that 
IS, IS pretended to be for Algiers ; is conceived by others 
to be against the Gulf of Venice ; and haply it may not 
be without some leference, by way of check and pre- 
vention to the Hollanders’ design, who have put fifty sail 
in readiness, with purpose, this spring, to attempt a plan- 
tation in the West Indies, if so by this means their project 
prove not abortive. 

From Spam likewise is informed, how the Duke of 
Lerma hath utterly left the king ; and that that honour 
which was done him, in permitting him to open all packets, 
was only to bury his pnvaca with pomp, in the succession 
whereof the Duke of * * * hath a far less part than 
IS made show of, the Prince of Savoy being now reported 
the only great favourite of that comt. 

There happened lately a great quariel between the 
Duke of Sea and the oldest son of the Conde de Veraguas, 
descended from Columbus. The onginal was some mis- 
tress ; the place appointed, Santa Barbare ; their seconds, 
the Conde de Quenca to the Duke of Sea, and to the 
other his brother ; but the night before this duel should 
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be fought, these two brothers were seized upon in their 
beds, and committed both to several prisons The Duke 
of Sea, either not hearing or not taking notice of what 
had happenetl, appears m the place appointed, expecting 
his adveisaiy The father of the two prisoners, under- 
standing how the matter had proceeded, came and pre- 
sented himself to the combat, offering to maintain his 
sons’ quairel, but before any blows were divided officers 
interposed themselves, and committed the Duke of Sea to 
custody likewise , where I must leave him, as not knowing 
any fuither of the issue. 


Rev. Thomas Lorhin to Sir Thomas Puclcei ing, Bai t. 

London, February 2, 1618-19 

Solomon teaches me how unpleasing a thing bad news 
is like to prove,i by compaiing the good under the com- 
parison of “ good waters to a thirsty soul,” which made 
me not press to be the first messenger of that unhappy 
subject which your letter mentions ; if yet that may be 
styled unhappy which is every man’s debt, and the 
Chnstian’s hope You have already, I perceive, lift up 
your eyes to the first author, the divine Providence, 
wherein you cannot choose but behold such an excellent 
conjuncture of wisdom and goodness, as admits of no 
manner of contradiction. You have gone farther, to dis- 
cern in God a chastising hand upon you. Let me make 
the inference thereupon of God’s favour and affection 
“ for whom the Lord loveth He chastiseth ; yea, as many 
as He loves He rebukes and chastens.” You nse yet a 
step higher, and discover a desire to profit by it Indeed, 
that IS the end why our father afflicteth. Hebrew, 12th 
and the 10th. “He chasteneth us for our profit,” whe- 
ther it be to prepare us for grace, by striking a dread into 
our hearts, and thereby opening oui ears unto discipline, 
or to manifest his grace in us, for, as the stars shine 
brightest m the darkest night, so some Christian virtues, 
as patience, hope, &c , are never well discovered but in 

' The writer refers, to the recent death of Sir Thomas Puekering’s sister. 

VOL II. K 
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the obscure times of trouble and adversity, according to 
the Revelation, 14, 12 “He is the patience of the saints,” 
01 to preserve grace in us, by keeping the fear of God 
fresh over the soul , in which lespect it is truly said, that 
“ Blessed is the man that feareth always ” or to fuither 
the growth of giace in us, by way of exercise, which, as 
it IS profitable to the body, so it is likewise for the soul ; 
for “ we faint not,” saith the apostle, “ for though our out- 
ward man pemh, yet the inwaid man is renewed daily;” 
or by way of restiaint fiom those things that hinder the 
growth of grace, for as warm, dripping weathei increaseth 
the weeds, the cold, nipping frosts hinder them , so, pro- 
spering many times is a means of multiplying transgies- 
sions and sins, which adversity, like nipping fiosts, keeps 
down, according to that of the Psalmist “ Before I w'as 
afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Thy word ,” so 
that which way soever we turn them, we shall find that 
God leads perpetually to profiting by them. All which 
considerations, both of the Author, the affections, and the 
end, must needs be excellent motives of comfort and con- 
solation, specially in this particular, wherein excess of 
sorrow must needs call in question either our faith or cha- 
nty, as either not believing the lesunection unto life, or 
distrusting the condition of our friend in death. Which 
being so, I should wrong that moderation of mind which 
I know to be in you, if I should apply other fomentation 
to the pain which this accident must engender, when I can 
give the testimony of your sister’s most comfortable and 
Christian departure ; which, if it might be every body’s 
lot, happy they that might attain thereto soonest. 

I know not how fit it will be to join with a subject of 
this nature matters of news ; but I represent unto myself 
such a settled lesolution of mind in you, so free from per- 
turbations, as sways my judgment to think these likewise 
not impertinent. 

The Earl of Suffolk’s process is now on foot, but shall 
proceed to issue by way of bill and answer , so as there is 
not like to be much noise theieof till it come to censuie, 
which will be long fiist. His accusation, as I hear, is 
reduced unto four heads — embezzling some jewels of the 
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crown ; applying to his own use and profit certain sums of 
money, intended and appointed for provisions of ordnance , 
licensing unlawfully transportations of artillery out of the 
land, &c 

Sir Thomas Lake’s cause received its first oveituie in 
open court upon Wednesday last, by way of prepaiation 
to the king’s own hearing to-morrow. The first action 
was brought against Luke Hatton, who hath been chaiged 
by Sir Thomas Lake to be the author of a libel, wheiein 
he accuses the Lady of Exeter for attempting to poison 
the Lady Roos. This bill my Lady of Exeter labomed 
to have withdiawn, undei pretence that by many impei- 
tinent examinations, no whit respecting the cause, her 
honour was traduced ; which proposition of hers being 
put to voices, Sir Edward Coke fiist voted m favoui of 
her motion, arguing the bill of invalidity, and not to be 
tried in that court, inasmuch as the party offended did not 
bring the accusation (for that was my Lady of Exetei), 
but a third person, whom it concerned not, foitifying his 
reason by a book case of one Lambe, against whom had 
been piefened a bill in the same court, for being authoi 
of a libel against the piebends and other ecclesiastics of 
Peterborough , which, being prosecuted by one that was 
nothing touched in the libel, was therefoie i ejected as 
frivolous and impertinent. Sir Fulk Greville seconded 
him. The two lord chief justices maintained the contrary, 
upon this ground, that howsoever Sir Thomas Lake was 
not directly and expressly touched by the libel, yet did it 
indirectly and implicitly leflect upon him ; sith, if Hatton 
were not pro\ed to be the author, it would be fatheied 
upon him. And so the greater number follow'ed these, 
though all concurred in a joint consent, that whatsoever 
was impertinent to the cause should be retrenched, and 
nothing produced in court but what directly made for the 
proof of the thing m question, pioviding thereby that the 
honour of the lad^y might be salved. 

The voice of the Spanish preparation by sea finds suffi- 
cient w'airant; only they are not in that degree of for- 
wardness that was reported ; for a great part of their ships 
are yet upon the stocks; twelve are at Dunkiik; as many 

K 2 
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at the Groyne; and others at St. Andrea; and indeed all 
along the coast of Galhcia, where they are as busy in 
building as may be. His land forces likewise aie esteemed 
very great, drawing near upon 60,000 ; and, if my in- 
telligence deceives me not, the king is not without 
strong apprehensions of some treacheious design against 
him. 

His majesty hath given order for the putting his navy 
in a readiness, which the East India Company have under- 
taken to do, the king furnishing men and money, within 
three months. The alaim heieof hath, as I hear, facilitated 
much the negoeiation of the States, who have brought 
their business to a fairer issue than they promised them- 
selves. They demanded a year’s respite to consider further 
upon the difference about fishing. That is granted The 
decision likewise of the East Indian quarrel is remitted to 
a further day; and, in the interim, it is agreed upon that 
both nations shall trade and traflSc freely and quietly 
together w'lthout interruption ; and an offensive and de- 
fensive league is likewise propounded, under a faster tie, 
the better to prevent the common danger 

We have been lately not a little flighted by another fire 
at Deptford, threatening, not a private, but a public 
calamity ; for it fixed upon, in a furious manner, a certain 
house of Sir Thomas Smith, adjoining upon the store-house 
of shipping for the king. But the wind blew a contiary 
way ; and although that were in a short time burnt down 
to the earth, yet this remained untouched. 

I shall conclude in gallantry ; the prince this year be- 
comes a tilter, and forbears this next Newmarket journey, 
that he may have time to practise. 

Sir Thomas Grantham, without my privity, hath already 
set the motion on foot to Sir John Ferrars, as being left 
in charge with him by his wife. You will please to favour 
it with your best help, to all such as may be useful ; for I 
hope the content will be general, besides the advantages 
that may ensue thereupon to some in particular. 
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Rev Thonnas Lorkin to Sir Tliomm PucJceitng, Bart. 

London, February 9, 1618-19 

Since my last letters, the apprehension of the Spaniards 
is not a little increased by tliiee circumstances , fiist, by 
the retieat of the Spanish merchants, who are, upon the 
sudden, as the voice of the couit is, vanished. Secondly, 
by the great defect of pow der, which is represented to the 
council to be geneially found. And, thudly, by an ex- 
cessive transportation of ordnance ; my Lord of Hunsdon 
bringing in an information of 200 pieces of aitillery, which, 
at one time, were shipped away for Spam, upon the coast 
of Sussex. Yet is not his majesty willing to discover any 
fear ; though, as I wrote before, wise men think he is not 
free from apprehension. 

The Venetian ambassador hath lately had audience of 
the king and pnnce, and by the discourse that passed be- 
twixt his highness and him, I make judgment of his eriand 
to his majesty. He therefoie lepresented the j'ealousy of 
the State of Venice ; justly conceived that all this piepara- 
tion of the Spaniard was for them ; fortifying this fear by 
the provision he makes in Italy, and upon that coast of 
Spain, which looks towards them, where he raises an armada 
no less puissant than that which hath its aspect towards 
us. The confidence of that State he showed to be chiefly 
in our king, who was the only prince upon whom they did 
rely. His aid they now implored, chiefly by way of pre- 
vention, that these two armadas might not meet For 
against the one, they doubted not but to make then party 
good, though both would find them feeble ; prefacing this 
motion by the dangerous consequences that would follow 
to all other princes if the Spaniard made himself master 
of the Gulf and lord of Italy, which his ambition aimed 
at, and these exoibitant forces threatened. 

The prince’s answer was that the King of Spain had 
engaged his word that his design reached no further than 
Algiers, and that he hoped he would not falsify it ; but if it 
once appeared that he, de facto, addressed his face against 
the State of Venice, or any other Chiistian State or prince, 
he knew how iieaily it would concern both his majesty 
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and all othei Chiistian princes to oppose his pioceedings, 
and promised, for Ins own paiticiilar, all possible furthei- 
ance, both bj way of mediation to the king and otherwise. 

Their suit is like to speed the better by the change of 
our admiral for the Marquis of Buckingham, wko now 
only exercisetli the place, the other having absolutely 
resigned, and receiving in recompense ^ 1 000 a-year for life, 
and J3000 to the use of his eldest son by his wife, is held to 
be no inward friend to Spam, whatsoever demonstration 
he maketh outwardly Yet is he no puritan; for, you 
see, he is doubly beneficed, being both admiral and master 
of the hoise. 

My Lady of Exeter’s and Sir Thomas Lake’s cause hath 
already had three days of hearing, his majesty personally 
assisting at them all Two days more, which are to be 
to-moriow and Friday, are like to determine the contro- 
versy. Hitherto, matters have fallen very foul on Sir 
Thomas Lake’s side, and the world prognosticates a very 
heavy censure. The particulais I leave to Mr. Whitwick’s 
relation, at his return into the country, for they require a 
book, rather than a letter. The king, in one of his speeches, 
touched much upon a strict observation of Lent, restraining 
the liberty of giving license to any from all but bishops, 
and those to dispense with none, save in cases of necessity, 
witnessed under the physician’s hand ; and signifying his 
pleasure further, that all delinquents should be severely 
punished, not only they that sell flesh wuthout licence, but 
they that take liberty to eat it likewise. 

From France, I hear that them of the Assembly of the 
Religion at Rochelle are declared rebels, by a decree in 
Court of Parliament at Pans, and all their goods confis- 
cate ; and the French king hath sent to all the other courts 
to ratify the same decree in their several jurisdictions. 

Touching the motion, I earnestly propounded for a 
match with Sir John Ferrars, I despair of any good event, 
Sii Robert Cary’s demands reaching a great deal further 
than ever heretofore intimated to me. Howsoever, he hath 
reason to acknowledge your love, which I have amplified 
unto him by all due circumstances. 
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Sir T/ioiiia\ Wynne fo Sir Dndley Cm Icton 

Ftibiuary 14, Ifal8-19 

These only serve to piesent iny seivice, and the event of 
that gieat cause, now detei mined, between my Lady 
E\eter and Sir Thomas Lake, which continued five days, 
the king every day present. The fiist day, Sir Thomas 
Lake’s bill against Luke Hatton ; the second day, my 
Lady of Exeter’s bill against Sii Thomas Lake’s wife and 
daughter, and both his sons, the thud day. Sir Thomas 
Lake’s answer , the fourth, a cross bill of young Sir Thomas 
Lake’s against my Lady of Exeter , and the fifth day, the 
censure, which was upon Saturday last, being the last day 
of term. To set down the particular passages of these 
days, would be but tedious ; and therefore I will reserve 
them for some fitter opportunity, and contain myself only 
to the censure. 

Sir Thomas Lake and his lady are fined at £5000 a 
piece ; my Lady Roos, at 10,000 maiks; young Sir Thomas 
Lake, at £300, and £l000 damage to my Lady of Exetei ; 
£500 to Luke Hatton; £200 to one Williams, and £100 
to another woman and imprisonment in the Tower during 
the king’s pleasure, upon their own charges, and to make 
satisfaction to my Lady of Exeter. Saiah Waite, one that 
waited on my Lady Lake, and her chief witness, fined at 
£500, and committed to the Fleet ; and from thence, one 
day to be whipped to Westminster, and another day from 
the Fleet to Cheapside ; and there to be burned m the face 
with an A, and an F, for false accusation, and from thence 
to Bridewell, to lemain all her life. 

There were some that w'ould fain have extenuated the 
fault of old Sir Thomas Lake , as my Lord Digby, and my 
lord chancellor. The papists are much dejected at it , and 
it was told the king, that the good success of Sir Thomas 
Lake’s cause was prayed for at Louvain Sir Julius Caesar 
was sent yesterday to Sir Thomas Lake, to take the seals 
from him, and this night, about eight of the clock, the 
lieutenant carried him away to the Tower. 

It hath been here a general report of a long time, that 
Mr. Packer should be secretary. And now they say Sir 
Georse Calvert stands for it I was in a place, this after- 



136 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


noon, where a gentleman of good understanding offered to 
lay two to one of your lordship, against any man that could 
be named; which did not a little rejoice me. There are 
many of your fi lends could wish your lordship piesent here 
at tins time. Though I doubt not you have poweiful 
seconds in your absence , notwithstanding, your presence 
would be much available. I hope your loidship will pardon 
my boldness, in this pioceeding from him, that doth faith- 
fully wish you all honour, and your most affectionate ser- 
vant, to his power. My Lord Suffolk entreated time of 
the king, for putting in his answer till the next term ; 
which his majesty denied, and would yield him but ten 
days The king goeth to-moirow foi Newmarket. There 
is half a dozen ships of the king’s making ready, and 
twenty merchants’, which shall join with six-and-twenty 
Hollanders. My Lord Sheffield is a suitor to command 
them, who hath given over his presidentship of York to 
my Lord Scroope They say the States refuse that their 
ships should be commanded by our admiral. The business 
betwixt them, and our East India Company, goeth but 
slowly forward, notwithstanding tiiat they have agreed 
upon the first article. 

The king, upon Saturday, after the censuring of the 
cause, gave the judges their charge, exhorting to have a 
special care of the papists, and likewise of their wives ; 
for he said, the women were the nourisheis of papistry in 
this kingdom * * *,* which our Catholic ladies take 
very ill ; and one pretty allegory, which the king had in 
his censure upon Sir Thomas Lake’s cause, which I may 
not omit, comparing ray Lady Lake to the Seipent, iny 
Lady Roos to Eve, and Sir Thomas Lake to Adam. 

The king’s house at Dublin, in Ireland, was burnt about 
the same time that Whitehall was, and Sir Thomas Smith’s 
house at Deptford is burned to the ground. 

My Loid Rich, this morning, arrested a ship which is 
come from the East Indies, called the BuU, upon an action 
of sixteen hundred thousand pounds ; and some of the 
merchants went and complained to the king ; and the king 

' A Ime here has been strnck ont — his majesty mtimating, in the coarsest lan- 
guage he could use, that a Roman Catholic female could not be a modest woman 
in which, however, ho passed an unenviable stigma on himself, without being aware 
of It 
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sent for my Lord Rich, and he would compound the busi- 
ness but my Loid Rich was very eainest iiith his ma- 
jesty, that he might have the benefit of a subject to wage 
law against them. But the king would not yield to it 
Sir Henry Rich hath a second quarrel , for Sir Edward 
Villiers, upon their reconciliation, told him, that one Mr. 
Eyres, brother to Sir John Eyres, vas the author of some 
words, that Sir Henry Rich should speak He went up 
to Eyres’s chamber, with a gentleman with him, and from 
words to blows ; but, at last, the two gentlemen that were 
with them made them friends 

The marshal of Ireland, Sir Richard Wingfield, is made 
a viscount m Ireland, Viscount Powerscourt,i and gave 
my Lord Huntingdon five-and-twenty hundred pounds. 

Here was a speech of 4000 men to go to the Palsgrave, 
and my Lord of Ovford and my Lord Willoughby were 
both suitois for them But now there is little speech of 
it. Here is news come that the emperor is dead, and that 
the King of Spain diverts his great preparations for this 
year. 


Rev Thomas Lorhtn to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart 

London, Febiuary 16, 1618-19 

Since my last letters, an express hath arrived here from 
our agent at Madrid, that brings none of the most pleasing 
news, I conceive ; for that my Loid Digby, m charactering 
the letters, that were wiit m ciphers, was observed to be 
extiaordinanly sad and melancholy. But these things, 
whatsoever they be, are as yet hid m mystery. That which 
w’as not coveied under ciphers imported, as I hear, a de- 
claration from Ml. Cottingham, m the King of Spain’s 
name, that these preparations of his have no manner of 
reference to our quarters, with protestation only for Algiers. 
His majesty, I hear, applauding that design of his, replies, 
that he will put his navy in a readiness, likewise to assist 
and second so brave an enterprise. And to-morrow my 
loid admiral goes to Chatham, &c., to view the navy, and 
to give ordei accordingly. 

My Lord Sheffield is appointed to be vice-admiral of the 

* See vol I !) 242 
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fleet, if the matter come once to execution. And some 
say my Lord of Southampton shall command our land 
forces. 

His majesty hath written to the knights of the shiie, 
and justices of the peace, m these quarters, the one to pro- 
vide that the soldiers be diligently trained, all olBcers mus- 
tered, &c , likewise, and to have a special caie that men 
and munition be m a readiness the othei to give order that 
the beacons be diligently watched, with fire ever leady at 
hand, to give the alaim ; which may serve as a comment- 
ary to the former flourish, that aU shows be for aid and 
assistance 

Upon Sunday last, his majesty gave strict command in 
the Star Chamber, that none might be suffered to be of the 
commission of the peace whose wife was a recusant ; and 
that a heedful eye should be had to all the papists m the land. 

That which makes the jealousy the stronger is, the 
choice the King of Spam hath made of so many English 
commanders the Earl of Carlisle, who was every day 
expected at Madiid, when the coujier departed , Neville, 
who pretends to be Earl of Westmoreland, Tyrone’s son, 
and Sir Robert Dudley, who is now in the archduke’s 
court. Though if it be fit for me to deliver my foolish 
fancy, I cannot but think the Venetian hath far more reason 
to apprehend than we, upon these motions , first, for that 
there is great preparation of galleys and galleons, which 
are not so proper for our seas ; secondly, because the ren- 
dezvous is appointed at Barcelona, where the Kmg of 
Spam may fittest embark his land forces, and set them 
ashore at Genoa, and afterwards make forwards for the 
Gulf ; and thirdly, and lastly, because by this means the 
Spaniard shall be able d’une pieire faire deux coups, 
avenge himself upon the Venetian for maintaining the 
Savoyard against him, and be ready to succour the de- 
clining state of the House of Austria, vnth others of the 
popish faction in Germany, whither, haply, his first inten- 
tion led him Yet it is wisdom, when every man has his 
sword drawn, not to keep it in his sheathh DiflSdence is 
the mother of Prudence. 

The great cause is now censuied ; differently according 
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to the tripartite nature thereof, hut all against Sir Thomas 
Lake. For, in the first cause, Sii Thomas Lake, the 
father, was plaintiiF, and Luke Hatton defendant. Here 
Sir Thomas Lake is fined at 30200 to the king ; damage 
to the defendant, 30500 more. In the second cause, the 
Lady of Exeter is plaintiff ; Sir Thomas Lake, the lady his 
wife, the Lady Roos, Sir Arthur Lake, Sarah Swarton,^ 
aie defendants The two former fined at 305000 apiece, 
the third at 10,000 marks, the fifth at 30500 Sir Arthur 
was reputed generally, in the conscience of the court, 
guilty ; but, for want of direct proof, not censured. Sir 
Thomas Lake further condemned in damages to the 
countess, 303000. In the third cause, young Sir Thomas 
Lake, plaintiff ; the Countess of Exeter, Elizabeth Gres- 
ham (her chambermaid), George Williams, defendants. 
The plaintiff here fined to the king at 500 marks ; to the 
countess, 301000 ; to Gresham, 30100 ; to Williams, 30200. 
The total sum of all being 3022,331 6s 8d. To this was 
added, a further censure of imprisonment m the Tower, 
upon their own charge,, to Sir Thomas Lake, his lady, and 
Lady Roos, daring the king’s pleasure; and a public 
recognition of their offence, for reparation of honour to the 
countess, in the most ample manner that his majesty 
should devise. Sarah Swarton adjudged to the Fleet; 
from thence to be whipt to Westminster, and after from 
the same place to Cheapside, there to be branded with 
F. A , signifying false accusation, one letter on either 
cheek , to return back again to the Fleet, there to remain 
until they do weary of her, and then to be sent to Bride- 
well, there to spend and end her days. To this construc- 
tion the court jointly concurred, the Lord Digby only 
excepted ; who extenuated Sir Thomas Lake’s offences, 
and mitigated his fine. And to make the justice of the 
cause more clear in favour of the countess, the king, after 
the sentence pronounced, delivered in open court, how, 
when he first took examination thereof from the Lady 
Roos, he asked her whether she would depose upon her 
oath what she had affirmed; who pretended, yes But 
when his majesty commanded the Bible to be brought, and 

5 She IS ( ailed Waite m Sir Ihomas Wynne’s letter 
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tendered it, she started back, and refused to take it. 
Whereupon his majesty dismissed her, and sent for her 
father, bade him be advised what he did, and how far he 
listened to his daughter’s speeches, for that she refused to 
make good her accusation upon her oath. Sir Thomas 
went home, dealt with his daughter in private, writes a 
letter with his own hand to the king, importing that his 
daughter wasiesolved to take her oath , sent his daughter 
with the letter; but when his majesty, pressing it upon 
her conscience, tendered her the oath, she started back as 
before, and lefused a second time an evident aigument 
of a guilty conscience. The old Serpent, her mother, had 
beguiled her ; she was Eve, who, being beguiled, seduced 
her father, Adam, and with what fruit the world was 
now witness. 

This was his majesty’s comparison. Each man’s par- 
ticular speech I leave to other relations The Bishop of 
London’s, Secretary Naunton’s, and Sir Fulk Greville’s, 
earned away the prize fiom the rest. Sir Edward Coke 
voted first, and what censure he set down the others 
followed. 

Mansury, the French apothecary, who joined with 
Stukeley in the accusation of Sii Walter Raleigh, is taken 
at Plymouth for clipping of gold, as was his companion. 
His examination was sent up hither to the king ; wherein 
he [confessed] (as I hear from Sir Robert Winde, cup- 
bearer, I think, to his majesty, who saith he lead the 
examination) that his accusation against Raleigh was 
false, and that he was moved thereto by the practice and 
importunity of Stukeley,* and now acknowledges this, his 
present miserable condition, to be a judgment of God upon 
him for that 

From Sir Thomas Grantham, I hear, that to induce my 
Lady Hatton to settle the better of hei land upon Sir John 
Villiers, there is offer made to make her a countess, and, 
by her procurement, the Lord Burleigh a privy councillor. 

I shall conclude my letter with an accident that hap- 

^ Likely enough , but who moved Stakele> ^ The fact is plain enough, that the 
original mover ot the treachery was more treacherous than either, and was ashamed 
of his tools, after he had emplo} ed them 
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pened at the Venetian ambassador’s at Madrid, upon Shrove 
Tuesday last, after their account. You know the liberty, 
or rather licentiousness of that time, m those parts. The 
ambassador was newly ai rived, and had not yet had 
audience; when one of his people, in imitation of what he 
saw others do, cast some filth upon a Spaniard, who, not 
brooking the jest, drew, and so did the other likewise ; 
and their drawing occasioned divers others to do the same 
likewise, so as four or five were slam upon the place, 
Spaniaids and Venetians The officers, observing a time 
when the Venetian ambassador was abroad, broke open 
his house, fixed upon all those servants of his they found, 
committed them to prison, and in these terms the courier 
left them. 

The motion for Mrs. Frances Ferrars I hope shall yet 
proceed, and the conditions will be accepted, if the paities 
can like. My lady sent her younger son on Sunday last 
to see her, whom Sir Thomas Grantham conducted Upon 
his relation, they will grow to a conclusion ; and I hope, 
at Eastei, when Sir Robert and Sir Henry come to Kil- 
lingworth, the elder shall commence the suit on his part. 
Here it cannot be at this present, by reason of my lady’s 
absence at Hampton Court. 

His majesty hath newly published a book, being certain 
meditations on the Lord’s prayer, which he hath dedicated 
to the Marquis of Buckingham, as the preface can inform 
you. You shall receive it herein likewise 


John Chamherlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, February 20, 1618-] 9 

I can neither add nor subtract much from that I wrote 
last week, of Sir Thomas Lake’s business, but that only 
that the damages given the Lady of Exeter aie not so great 
by 501000 as was said at first. The seals were fetched 
from him on Sunday, in the evening , and the next day 
he sent a petition to the king, for mitigation of his fine and 
damages, and that his imprisonment might be changed 
into confining to his own or some friend’s house The 
king’s answei was, that, for what conceined himself, it 
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was yet too early days to make such a motion ; and for 
the costs and damages, he had nothing to do with them, 
for they belonged to another But the king was displeased 
with the petition, for that he did not only extenuate his 
fault, but, in a sort, justify himself, as not privy to any 
unlawful practice , in which point, all his friends and well- 
wishers would seem likewise to excuse him Whereupon, 
the king hath taken pains since, and left order with the 
two chief justices to examine the matter to the bottom, 
that theie may be no colour left for any such opinion; as, 
indeed, to all indifferent men that heard the cause, the 
matter is more than manifest. Saiah hath likewise been 
examined again, and, upon confession of the truth, pro- 
mised to be 1 eleased of her punishment , but hitherto she 
stands obdurate, and, I think, this day is to be fiist 
whipped, if she redeem not herself, as the Lady Lake 
wished her to do at parting with her, upon any condition, 
without regarding them at all ; which was a crafty and 
malicious counsel, however the matter should fall out 
As also Sir Thomas Lake wished her to be constant in the 
truth ; but, whether she did or not, she should not want 
while he lived On Monday, towards eight o’clock at 
night, himself, his lady, and the La'dy Roos, were sent to 
the Tower in several coaches, and lodged asunder, in 
several lodgings, as close prisoners ; though Sir Nicholas 
Fortescue, a great friend of his. Will Lake, his secretaiy, 
and his solicitor, are allowed to have access to him. They 
say she takes this affliction very impatiently, and was fain 
to be carried, as it were, by violence into the coach ; a 
thing usual to such insolent natures, that can neither bear 
prosperity nor adversity. 

The king went to Theobalds on Tuesday ; but, before his 
going. Sir George Calvert was sworn secretary. I had an 
inkling of it two or three days before, though the patent 
was drawn with a blank, and the voice ran generally with 
Packer. The night before he was sworn, the Lord of 
Buckingham told him the king’s resolution ; but he dis- 
abled himself divers ways, but specially, that he thought 
himself unworthy to sit in that place, so lately possessed 
by his noble lord and master. The king was well pleased 
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with his answei and modesty ; and, sending for him, asked 
many questions, most about his wife. His answei was, 
that she was a good woman, and had brought him ten 
children ; and would assure his majesty that she was not a 
wife with a witness. This, and some other passages of 
this kind, seem to show that the king is m a great vein 
for taking down high-banded women And yet the Lady 
Hatton doth manage her matteis so well, that she daily 
wins ground of her husband, holding her great friends 
still in hope and expectation, who are loth otherwise to 
exasperate her, if they may win her by fair means I can 
say nothing moie , but, seeing she would do you no good 
in this cause, I pray God she did you no harm. 

Sir John Suckling is become master of the Requests, 
and some say Sir George Mompesson is made clerk of the 
council, in Sir George Calvert’s room, and that in oidinary ; 
but others say it falls, without controversy, to Sir Albertus 
Morton , Meawtys, the loid chancellor’s secretary, is made 
a clerk of the council extiaordmary, or in reveision. The 
Lord of Doncaster, we say, shall go ambassador this next 
month to the Palsgrave and pnnces of the union The 
Lady Suffolk is sick of the smallpox, which would have 
done her more harm forty years ago, than they can do 
now. 

Here be veiy strict orders and proclamation for keeping 
of Lent, with order to call into the Star Chamber such as 
shall eat flesh , which, as the case stands, being a court 
not to be dallied withal, makes us all get licences, wherein 
we follow the example of the lords of the council, even the 
lord chancellor himself, and the attorney -general, who had 
their licenses sealed with ours. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamherlatn, Esq. 

Hague, February 24, 1618 9 

Mr Brent (whom I thought we had lost) passed this 
way towards England about a month since. Tobie Mat- 
thew IS at Bruxelles, in some hope, as I hear, by my lord 
chancellor’s means, to be repatriated, before long, who 
causeth his chambers to be kept for him. 
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John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Cai'leton. 

London, March 6, 1618 9 

We haye no good news to send this week, nor, in a 
manner, any at all, saving that this day seven night we 
heard of the queen’s dangerous sickness, and the Tuesday 
following of her decease, which was about four o’clock m 
the morning, being the 2nd of this month. The reports 
ran at first, that she had made a will (according to the 
privilege of our queens, who, as our lawyers say, have 
potestaiem testandi, and may dispose of all they have, 
saving lands, or jewels, belonging to the eiown), that she 
had written a letter, and set apart a casket of jewels for 
the Lady Elizabeth ; that she made a very Christian con- 
fession, and excellent end. But, for aught I can learn, 
she made none other than a nuncupatory will, or by word 
of mouth, giving all she had to the prince, with charge to 
pay her debts, and reward her servants, &c. And having 
a grant upon cloths lately given to her, to the value of 
^8000 a-year, she was fain to have her hand led to the 
passing it over to the piince, being otherwise of no 
validity. As, likewise, the manner of her will was rather 
in answering questions, and saying yea to anything that 
was demanded of her, than in disposing aught of herself. 
So that it IS doubted by some already how far it will 
stand good and firm, especially if it fall out that her 
moveables .amount to better than ^400,000, as is generally 
reported, and her debts not ^40,000. 

Upon Monday, all the loids and ladies almost about this 
town went to Hampton Court, but very few were admitted. 
She was earnestly moved by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Lord Piivy Seal, and the Bishop of London, to prepare 
heiself, and set all things m order , but she could not be 
persuaded that her end was so neai, and so would needs 
defer it till the next day, out of a superstition (as some 
think) because it was Childermas, or, as some call it, Dismal 
Day. About two o’clock the next moinmg, having 
nobody about her but hei Danish Anna,^ who, by command- 
ment, had locked them all out, her sight failed her. 
Whereupon, the piince and the rest were called up to be 

^ A lady the queen had brought with her from Denmark 
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present at her departing, and she had her speech to the 
last gasp. Upon her opening, she was found much wasted 
within, specially her hver, as it were quite consumed. Her 
corpse IS to be brought this day to Denmark House bj 
water, and so to be buried at Westminster, after Easter, 
the week before the term, with the same solemnity, and 
as much pomp, if it may be, as Queen Elizabeth. 

The king continues still at Newmarket, and so, it is 
said, will do till the funeral be past. He had lately 
there a shrewd fit of the stone, which is the second alarm 
he hath had from that enemy. The lord chancellor was 
weakened, hkewise, this week by the same disease, which 
held him in great pam two or three days. 

I doubt not but you have heard how your sister Sedley 
mourns for her father-m-law. Sir William, who died the 
last week ; and Sir William Coke, a neai kinsman of the 
loid chancellor, of the smallpox But Sir Arthur Lake 
and his wife lie sweating, they say, of another kind, it 
being yet in question, among fiiends of both sides, whether 
the lady had them by his gift, or by her o\^n purchase 
However it be, it seems some unlucky planet, wmrse than 
a comet, hangs over that house, whose influence is not yet 
at an end. For the chief justice, and attorney and soli- 
citor, have been twice or thrice at the Tower this week, to 
examine them seveially upon certain points, whereto they 
refuse to answer . wherein, how far they may run into a 
contempt, the Lady Shiewsbury’s case may be to them a 
fair example. The Lady Roos hath set it down under her 
hand, that she will not answer. No doubt, she hath 
reason, if she can choose ; for, if but the tenth part be 
true of that which is commonly reported, I have not heard 
of so forward an * And it was more than time 

that such a cockatrice should be crushed in the shell 
Besides the 5040,000 given the Lady of Exeter, for 
damages, there is 503400 more awarded for her costs, 
which is the manner of that court, upon making up accounts 
and reckonings. 

The Lord SheflSeld, in a doting humour, hath mairied a 
young Scottish wench, daughter of one Sir William 

von. II. L 
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Urwin, that was a kind of dancing schoolmaster to Prince 
Henry.i 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

March 16. 1618-9 

Your last week’s letters came so late into my hands, as 
left me no means of satisfying them as then. Sir Robert 
Cary undertakes the answer, who desires only to prolong 
your journey till Friday in Easter week, that by gmng 
him possession, in the prince’s name, of Killmgworth, he 
may be enabled to keep a court, which otherwise he 
cannot do till Michaelmas. 

News the present aflPords not any, more than what 
common fame may have haply conveyed to you already : 
as that the queen, at her death, bequeathed all she had, 
by a verbal testament, to the prince (a legacy of little less 
value than £600,000), if he might be suffered to enjoy it 
But the king is impatient to hear of the notion, and 
means to seize upon all for himself. 

My Loid Sheffield, upon Thursday fortnight last, mar- 
ried a fair young gentlewoman of some sixteen years of 
age. Sir William Irwin’s daughter, and is (for the country’s 
sake, I suppose) highly applauded by the king for his 
choice And surely, if it be true, “ Blessed is the wooing 
that IS not long a doing,” we must give him for a happy 
man, since less than three days concluded wooing, wedding, 
and bedding. 

The last news from Spain is this, that all preparations 
for war are certainly laid aside for this year. In France, 
they are like to fall close to it ; for the queen’s faction is 
strong, and fortified by those that are most powerful in 
these parts, as the House of Guise, the Duke of Espernon, 
De Bouillon, Montmorency, La Foiceac ; and the king, on 
the contrary, is resolute, and his army commanded by the 
Pnnce of Piedmont, his brother-in-law 

I remember, when you were in Spam, I advertised you 
of a scandalous, libellous book, entitled Balaam’s Ass, 

^ He was one of that prince’s gentlemen ushers of the Privy Chamber 
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that was let fall m the gallery at Whitehall, bearing a 
subscription to the king. One Cotton they suspected, 
and, upon presumption, committed to the Tower, where he 
hath lain ever since. Not many days ago, the true author 
was discovered in a strange fashion. A hungry pursuivant, 
wanting money, and desirous to put himself into some 
means by work, waited at the Spanish secretary’s door, to 
see if he could light upon a prey. At length came forth 
one Williams, unknown to him, but carrying m his conceit 
the countenance of a priest This man he follows, dogging 
him to his inn. Being there arrived, Williams calls for 
his horse ; his horse was brought, and being mounted, the 
pursuivant comes to him and tells him, he must speak a 
word or two with him. “ Marry, with all my heart,” re- 
plied Williams: “ what is your pleasure?” — “You must 
alight,” quoth the other ; “ for you aie a priest ” — “ A 
priest,” says Williams; “I have a good warrant to the 
contrary , for I have wife and childien ” That would not 
serve the turn, but alight he must, and, upon his offer of 
spurring forward, was perforce stayed 

Being dismounted, the puisuivant told him, he must 
search him, to see what letters, or wiitings, or books, he 
had about him ; and, though he made nice of it, got 
patience perforce. So in his pocket was found a bundle 
of papers, sealed up, which the pursuivant essaying to 
open, he made some resistance, telling him he should par- 
don him for that, for they were certain evidences of a gen- 
tleman, whose law businesses he negociated. But no whit 
availing by the shift, Balaam^s AiS, with new annota- 
tions, was there discovered 

Being, thereupon, examined, his guilty conscience suf- 
fered him not to dissemble fuither, but he confessed him- 
self the author; and so opened the prison doois to Cotton, 
that he might enter Which story I have thus parti- 
cularly related, that if you have perchance heard of the 
substance, you might at length hear from me the circum- 
stance. 

There was a bruit up and down London, that St Mary 
Magdalen Bermondsie, in Southwark, a church much fre- 
quented, for that the minister, Mr Eltam, is a man of 

h 2 
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popular note, should have been blown up with gunpowder, 
there being like preparations as for the parliament, and 
from one church (afama crescit eundo) it grew to be con- 
stantly affirmed of all. This latter, I am sure, is false, 
and the other, I conceive, but badly founded, yet have I 
filled up my paper with the common rumour. 


Sir Dudley Garleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, March 26, 1619 

The Bishop of LlandaflP made a start to us this Easter. 
I begged a speech of him, which he made in the sinode de 
perseverantid sanctorum, whereof I had heard good re- 
port, and to my capacity it will satisfy the best judgments, 
of which you may make trial, by showing it to my Lord 
of Winchester If you, in my name, visit the Archbishop 
of Spalato at the Savoy, and show him this speech like- 
wise, you will do us both a pleasure. 


Ree Thomas Lorhin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bat f 

London, April 4 1619 

The times offered no other news than the story of the 
king’s sickness, which I leave to Mr. Roberts’ relation, 
who can give you more particular satisfaction than my 
letter. His majesty was in a good degree of recoveiy ; 
but this night we hear of a little relapse, which yet, they 
say, came from some disorder m diet; and so long, we 
hope, there will be no danger, for the cause being removed, 
the effect will follow. 

Touching my treating for Kilhngworth heretofore in 
your behalf, I have forborne to renew it now, till I see 
which way my Lady Cary’s resolution will sway, who, 
since the queen’s death, hath entertained some thoughts of 
coming thither herself, and keeping house there alto- 
gether, in which case it would be to little purpose to press 
the point further ; but if that alter (as, whatsoever she 
pretends, I think it probable she will), I hope to procure 
the assent for what hath already been promised. 

Touching Mrs. Frances Ferrars, I find no intent now at 
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all of proceeding in that business, the grounds of which 
change I shall acquaint you withal hereafter. In the 
mean time, it troubles me not a little, that I should have 
engaged my noble friends so far to no purpose. 

The Dean of Canterbury is dead, and Dr Donne suc- 
ceeds him.i The Bishop of Norwich® is not like to live 
long, being now very desperately sick, even unto the 
death. 

The Lady Suffolk refused of late to give in her answer 
to the bill preferred against hei in the Star Chamber, 
when the attoniey-general threatened to grant an attach- 
ment against her ; so fear has made her more pliable. 


Rev. Thomas LorJcin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, April 12, 1619 

I am glad it fell so happily, that Mrs Frances Ferrars 
was at Warwick when Sir Robert Cary theie ariived, since 
Sir Heniy seems to take good liking to hei, which may put 
life into the notion ; and my lady tells me she purposes, 
at her coming down to Killingworth at Whitsuntide, to 
renew the same, if then she continue free But the main 
step of then proceeding before, was a hope they enter- 
tained, upon some friends’ assurances, of matching their 
son into a great deal of wealth. It is a secret, and there- 
fore I unfold it into your bosom, where I desire it may 
rest Fame had persuaded, under pretence of a great deal 
of possibility, to attempt the winning of the Lady Craven’s® 
daughter, whose portion is like to be from j620,000 to 
^30,000 Great friends were wrought, and the way made 
clear through all the kindred and stock to the mother’s 
house ; but she adores wealth so much, as she thinks her 
daughter cast away upon any that cannot bring double as 
many thousands as herself, and though here hath been 
much tampering in the matter, yet I think they reap such 
small comforts as will make them lay those thoughts aside, 

^ This IS an error 

® Dr John Overal He died on the 12th of the following Ma> 

^Elizabeth, widow of Sir William Craven, lord ma>or m 1611 She died 
July 18, 1619 
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and haply incline them to their former treaty, where they 
see their son conceives liking 

News the present affords little. The best you shall 
have first, which is such a good degiee of his majesty’s 
recoveiy ; and yesterday the Bishop of London, in a veiy 
frequent assembly of all the council, judges, and most of 
the nobility here about London, made a solemn thanks- 
giving for it at Paul’s Cross. The queen’s funeral holds 
the 29th of this month, and is like to be solemnized 
with veiy great pomp and ceremony All the council ; 
most of the nobility, both lords and ladies ; all the king’s, 
queen’s, and prince’s household servants ; the lord mayor 
and his brethren, are, by express summons, to be mourners ; 
and the King of Denmaik hath sent Sir Andrew Saint- 
clear, in the quality of an ambassador, to represent his 
pel son The epicedeum that is like to be sung upon the 
day of the funeral, I here send you enclosed.^ 

The arrival of the Conde de Gondomar is not like to be 
so speedy as was supposed ; for though he was declared 
extraordinary ambassadoi for England, yet was he ap- 
pointed to fetch a circuit by Germany, there first to con- 
dole the emperor’s* death , but the news of the emperor’s 
succeeding before he was out of Spam, and then that of 
our queen’s death, order was given for his stay, that he 
might take further instructions, perhaps upon different 
resolutions. 

The emperor’s death is like to change the face of things 
in Germany. The voice is, that the palatine, who is vicar 
of the empire, so far as the imperial laws extend, and the 
Duke of Saxe, who exercises like jurisdiction where the 
Saxon law rules, have both joined together for the quieting 
of these intestine stirs, inhibiting all hostile proceedings 
on both parties, and commanding by proclamation Bucquoy 


^ “ ’Twas to invite this guest God sent the star, 
Whose friends and nearest km good princes are 
Who, though they run the race of men, and die, 

It serves but to refine their majesty 

So did the queen her couit from hence remove, 

And put off earth to be enthroned above 
She then is changed, not dead , no good prince dies, 
But like thib day’s sun, only sinks to rise 
^ Matthias He died on the 20th of March 
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to withdraw his forces, and to quit the ernpiie; enjoining 
the Bohemians the like ordinance in laying down arms 

On Thursday next, Mr. Wake enters upon his employ- 
ment, in the quality of an agent to the palsgrave and 
piinces of the union. My Lord of Doncaster’s journey 
received a pause — some say thiough the king’s sickness, 
some say through the emperor’s death. Whether it shall 
hold or not is not certain, yet common voice is yes : and 
that he shall be made earl first. 

From France I hear this accident One Brett, an Eng- 
lishman, happened to be slam m some quarrel by a Fiench- 
man. Brett’s countrymen and friends pursued the male- 
factor, byway of j'ustice, whereupon certain Frenchmen 
(whether out of any relation they had to the offender, by 
way of friendship or alliance, or out of a spleen against 
the nation since these late di Terences) began, in a muti- 
nous and seditious mannei, to give out, that it was a good 
deed to cut all the Englishmen's tliioats m France; and 
animating one another in this sort, at last some sixty, they 
say (you may pardon Fame, if she a little augment), con- 
spired together to take up their stations on Pont Neuf, 
there to make good what they had propounded upon any 
English that should pass It pleased God the first day 
none came that way, only another Frenchman, inquiring 
of some one of his acquaintance among them the occasion 
of their assembling; and he freely imparting unto him, 
and inviting him to be of the plot, he utterly misliked it, 
and dissuaded earnestly fiom the enterpnse, as that which 
was like enough, if they persisted, to bring them all to 
the neck-verse But this good counsel had like to have 
drawn the quarrel upon himself, till with fair words he 
pacified them, sweanng secrecy. Yet the night, it seems, 
brought better advice to the more model ate tempers, so on 
next day twenty only appeared, but never an Englishman 
all this while. Time brought yet more wisdom, for the 
next day there met but six, and these found matter to 
work upon, for an English gentleman passing by, attended 
by his servant, were both assailed. The gentleman cried 
out that surely they were mistaken ; but perceiving they 
charged him with no other reply than blows, after they 
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both had retired themselves back to some wall, they there 
acquitted themselves so well, as, without any great hurt 
received, they wounded two of the six very sore, and 
some company coming in to part the fiay, the other four 
presently withdrew themselves and escaped. The two 
French that were wounded were both seized upon, the 
English dismissed, and in this state he that wrote this 
intelligence left them 

On Monday last week. Sir Henry Mildmay married 
Aldeiman Holliday’s daughter, and has received in free 
gift from his majesty, as they say, two manors worth 
^12,000, to make his estate somewhat proportionate to 
his wife’s. 

Two ambassadors are expected from France ; one extra- 
ordinary to condole the queen’s death, who, the bruit is, 
shall be Monsieur Le Grand ; the other to be lieger. The 
troubles there are not pacified Monsieur de Bethunes, 
who was sent to the queen to help to accommodate 
matters, is not returned 

I had almost finished my letter before I received yours. 
Sir Robert imparted nothing to me of his discourse with 
you; only told me of his good foitune in seeing your 
niece, and that he very well liked of her. My lady told 
me you had satisfied him further than ever I could, touch- 
ing Sir John’s estating of his land. Both pretend a pur- 
pose of renewing the suit ; for their other grows cold, and 
within one week will discover to the full upon what weak 
ground they built I would not wish any other good offer 
in the interim should be refused by Sir John. What I 
propounded was with a good intention to all that were in- 
terested on both parties Within this fortnight at furthest, 
I suppose, I shall be able to give you a fuU resolution, 
and assured. 

The contentment, I presume myself, would ensue on 
both sides by this match, by me first propounded, makes 
me -wish it a good success, and I shall, with my best 
skill, endeavour it. But marriages are made in heaven. 
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Eev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckming, Bait. 

London, April 17, 1619 

The only subject of this present will be to let you know 
the issue of that treaty between the Hollanders and us, 
touching the trade of the East Indies, which proves to have 
no effect at all The grounds of the difference the en- 
closed will sufficiently infoim you of, which the commis- 
sioners of the States refusing to condescend into, the parley 
is broken off To-morrow, the East India Company feast 
them, and then personally they will dispose themselves to 
take their leave and depart. Some are of opinion that 
they intend to leave in their agent’s hands somewhat of a 
more satisfactory answer than by word of mouth they have 
given, which was an absolute refusal. But that is but a 
conjecture 

His majesty sets forward to-morrow from Royston to 
Ware, and, for his better ease, is to be carried all the way 
by his guard in a chair At Ware, he intends to rest two 
nights, and then to come to Theobalds, where he means to 
stay until he be perfectly recovered. 

The queen’s funeral is like to be deferred for want of 
money to buy the blacks (for Sir Lionel Cranfield saith he 
will not take them up upon credit), till the end of May. 
But, whilst he is thus provident in forecasting the best 
way for the king’s profit, in buying the cloaks at best 
hand, some think he casts up ill the expense his majesty 
is like to be at in the interim, of maintaining the queen’s 
household, which wants nothing of its fuU allowances till 
the funeral be celebrated. An extraordinary ambassador 
IS newly arrived from the archduke, to condole, as is sup- 
posed, the queen’s death, though it may have a further 
reference to the affairs of Germany. 

My Lord Digby is wonderfully confident of the match 
with Spain, and, it should appear, the stream of the court 
sways now to that conceit ; for he is of late much courted, 
and that by many great ones, of the use they suppose they 
may have of him. And his majesty expresses himself with 
laige demonstiations of favoui towards him. 
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Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamberlain, Esq. 

Hague, April 19 1619 

I have received your letter, by way of Zealand, of the 
27 th of the last, which came to my hands at the very instant 
when I had express letters, by an extraordinary, of the 
king’s sickness and recovery, of which we heaid in these 
parts both at once , only a flying report was spread by the 
arcbduke’s side, that he was in great danger, and some 
said he was dead ; which we believed heie, spoken as they 
would have it, and therefore gave small ciedit unto it But, 
it appears, the fear was great at home ; and that which is 
familiar with poor men is strange with piinces ; else vo- 
miting and looseness, which are the common symptoms of 
the stone, would not be so much spoken of ; and if the 
disease, being now known, it may breed with his majesty’s 
better rlglement in diet (which, having tried all, I find to 
be the best remedy), this will serve like plaga salutis for 
his health this many a day, which, I assure you, is as much 
prayed for here as it can be with you, as well in regard of 
scarcity of princes in Europe at this present, which are 
powerful and masters of themselves, as for the particular 
protection this State hath lately found of his maj'esty. 

We draw now to a peiiod of our great businesses of the 
Synod and the prisoners, both which will concur with the 
word, sero sed serio ; and I shall be very glad, in many 
respects, the world were once rid of expectation in these 
regards. We had last week a solemn fast for the good 
success of both, which was commanded by letters from the 
States-general, serving in a place of a manifest concerning 
the prisoners, with commandment to have them read in 
all the churches In Rotterdam and Leyden, some ministers 
refused to read them, for which they were put out of their 
charges; and a counjry minister betwixt Leyden and 
Haarlem sped somewhat worse, being brought prisoner to 
this town, and laid in the common gaol for reading the 
letters ; but praying his audience, when he had done, to 
believe never a word of them. The States’ order for this 
fast was signified to the pnsoners severally, without reading 
the letters to them , but with demand whether they would 
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celebrate the same, to which they all answered, every man 
prohibiting pait of his diet , and I have it by good infor- 
mation, that they, having no correspondence or intelligence 
one with another, yet every one of them, with his keeper 
and servant, sang the seventh psalm. 


jRev. Thomas Lorkin to Str Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

April 26, 1619. 

Since my last, the commissioners from Holland are all 
departed, excepting those only of the States who were 
joined with them, who stay, it seems, to receive some 
further resolutions from the rest of the body, before they 
take their leave of the king. 

My Lord of Doncaster had his farewell given him at 
Theobalds upon Saturday last, and is either this day or 
to-morrow to set forward on his voyage to the States of 
Bohemia, to whom, since the emperor’s death, his embassy 
is principally addressed, though he receives commandments 
to divers other princes upon the Rhine likewise. 

The archduke’s ambassador had audience of the king on 
Sunday, at Theobalds; the substance of whose errand, 
some say, is only to compliment and condole the queen’s 
death ; others report that his commission extends further, 
and looks to the empire. But that must appear hereafter ; 
for hitherto no such thing has been mentioned. The King 
of Denmark’s ambassador had audience the same day 
likewise, whereby you may make judgment of the good state 
of health his majesty has recovered again into, thus to be 
able to entertain visits from ambassadors. The funeral is 
deferred till the 1 3 th of this next month, which is Thursday 
before Whitsuntide, and when, without fail, it shall be 
solemnized. 

The last week, all such as had received letters out of 
Spam were, by particular summonses, commanded to 
bring the same to the council-table, there to be perused. 
I cannot understand the true cause ; but I conjecture it 
may be to discover, by the several advertisements from all 
parts, whether the King of Spain resumes again his former 
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designs of raising foices now, upon the fresh news of the 
empeioi’s death. 

There is a voice, that my Lord North sets forth four 
ships , at least he and his partners at their proper cost, for 
Guinea , and that Su John North shall be admiial I am 
not able to assure it. 

Sir Robert Cary’s resolution for his son hangs yet in 
suspense. He is now at court. At his return, I mean to 
deal with him and his lady in it, and accordingly inform 
you, but, in the intenm, if any good fortune be offered for 
your niece, I wish not it should be longer neglected, be- 
cause I cannot find here any certain grounds whereon to 
build ; though I persuaded myself if Sir Henry had his 
own choice, he would pitch it there were I propounded. 


Rev. Thomas Lorhin to Sir Thomas Puckering^ Bart. 

London, May 4, 1619 

Sir Henry Cary hath had some speech with me touching 
Mrs. Ferrars, by way of communication, and intimated a 
dislike of the notion, that is presented ; but Sir Robert 
and my lady can have no answer till they receive a flat 
denial here. So that I would not wish any good offer for 
your niece should be refused, in hope of this, m regard of 
the uncertainty. Though, if she continue free till my lady 
come to Killingworth, which will be the next month, I 
suppose. Sir Henry will be forward enough to renew the 
suit; and his mother, in that case, promises to treat 
further in it, if she cannot find sure footing here in the 
interim. 

The last week, there met the king in Theobalds Park a 
gentlemanlike fellow, one that had been a soldier, and ex- 
ercised some command in the wars, who saluted his majesty 
with a “ Stand, 0 king ' I have a message to deliver from 
God His pretended message was this in effect — “ Thus 
saith the Lord, have I not brought thee out of a land of 
famine and danger into a land of plenty and abundance ? 
Oughtest thou not therefoie to have judged my people 
with iighteous judgment ? But thou hast perverted justice 
and not relieved the oppressed. Theiefoie, unless thou 
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repent, God hath sent the kingdom from thee and thy 
fostei ity after thee 

The knight marshal was commanded to take charge of 
him, who committed him to the portei’s lodge. Being 
there, the Bishop of Durham came to expostulate with him 
the reason of his impudent address, who alleged in his de- 
fence, that he was moved thereto by the Spirit of God. 
The bishop demanding in what form the Spirit appeared 
to him, he answered in the form and shape of the Bishop 
Winchester. He then questioned him of his religion; whose 
answer was, he might be sure he was no Puritan, for then 
the Spirit would not have appeared to him m the habit of 
a bishop. Being asked of what order of prophets he was, 
(for he stiled himself the prophet of the Most High) he 
said he was of the order of Melchi Sadack. That speech 
fiist discovered a crazy brain, the former savouring more 
of blind zeal or malice, than of distraction or weakness. 
He was thence sent to the lord chief justice, who soon 
found out his prophetical spirit to be a spirit of phrenzy and 
madness, and so sent him to Bedlam, where he now is. 

Upon Saturday, the Marquis de Treueil,^ lately ambas- 
sador at Rome, arrived heie in quality of ambassador ex- 
traordinary, accompanied with four others of his own 
rank ; two counts, and seven barons • which make a great 
noise here to them that understand not the quality of the 
French nobility. The Earl of Essex was sent to meet him. 
On Sunday, the Marquis of Buckingham came purposely 
to London to entertain him. Yesterday, he had audience 
of the king at Theobalds, and was royally feasted and ban- 
quetted. But further I have not inquired. 

Upon Friday, my Lord of Southampton was sworn of 
the privy council. 

Yesterday, being Monday, Williams, the author of 
“ Balaam’s Ass,” was arraigned at Westminster, and there 
condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. 

The same day, the Lady Letitia Lake, Sir Arthur Lake’s 


1 I doubt vihether this, though uttered by a madman, is fit to be communicated, 
therefore T have added this caution m the margin ” — Noie hy Mr Lorkin If the 
man was not a prophet, his assumption of the chaiacter was singularly perfect — 
Editor 3 Tremouille 
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wife, died in childbed. My Lord Hay began not his 
journey till then. 

A voice goes of joining my Lord of London,' and some 
one other, as assessors with my lord chancellor,^ against 
whom some complaints seem to have been framed; and 
such an overture may have been made terw) em, for the 
better assuring the course of justice. But I believe not 
half which is bruited. 

His majesty is perfectly recovered save in his legs, wherein 
he finds such a debility as he is always fain to be earned , 
and some fear he will from henceforth be enforced to a 
sedentary life. This week he removes to Greenwich, 
where they say he means to celebiate St George’s feast ; 
but I think the funeral shall first be despatched, which 
holds for certain upon Thursday come fortnight. 

Sir Thomas Grantham is now here in London. 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, May 5, 1619 

Finding Mr. Bennock still in town, who I made account 
had been departed this morning, I thought fit to add this 
word more, to let you understand how this day Williams 
was executed at Charing Cross, accoiding to the sentence 
in my other letter specified His prophecy deseived no 
less, which was that this lord chief justice should usher 
the king to his giave, as had his father done (but the false 
spirit mistook; it was his grandfather) King Henry the 
Eighth, and that Whitehall should be desolate, and be 
covered with grass, that so there might be stoie of feeding 
for his ass, and all this before the 7th of Septembei, 
1621 

The proposition touching my lord chancellor was most 
true; and Sir Randolph Crew was the second assessor 
nominated. But by my Lord of Buckingham’s means he 
hath avoided the blow, and secured himself for the present, 
at least 

His majesty hath (upon the prince’s suit, you must 
know) granted my Loid of Buckingham twelve hundred 

^ Dr John King, who died March SO, 1621 ® Bacon 
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pounds a-year of land, that was the queen’s, raised out of 
two very good manors, which he is to hold in fee-farm : 
and to requite the largess, my Lord of Buckingham 
hath obtained of the king the addition of five thousand 
pounds a-year to the prince’s former allowance. A fair 
exchange ' 

That my Lord of Nottingham may not lose the rank he 
was wont to hold, now at the funeral his majesty is 
pleased to confer upon him the title of constable of Eng- 
land, (so saith my Lady Cary) but I suppose rather lord 
high steward. 

Myself am like to pass the seas once again ere long, so 
I am born, it seems, to a rolling, restless life ; being to 
accompany Mr. Cary to the Spa, thence to Heidelberg, 
and afterwards, by his desire, into France, where his stay 
IS uncertain. I scarce now hope for quiet till I find it in 
my grave, where I could willingly lay down myself, if I had 
once satisfied the world. 


Johi Chamherlain, Esq , to Str Dudley Carleton. 

London, Mays, 1619 

The last time I wrote, we were in expectation that Sir 
Lionel Cranfield should have been a councillor, at least, 
and all the next day it run for current, that the Bishop of 
London and Sir Humphrey May should have been co- 
partners, and sworn with him But they came home all 
as they went; and the lot fell, the Friday after, on the 
Earl of Southampton, who was sworn at the Star Chamber, 
when he seemed least to look for it. 

The king continues yet at Theobalds, but meant to 
have been here yesternight, and to have gone this day to 
Greenwich. But now, I hear, his coming hither is put off 
till Tuesday, being to go down the River Lee in his 
barge, and perhaps may be persuaded not to pass Green- 
wich till the queen’s funeral, which holds on Thursday 
next, the 13th of this month, they being in hand to rail 
the streets already. He goes daily megliorandt in his 
health and stomach; mats lesjamhes luijaillent. 

They have been once or twice troubled at Theobalds 
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With odd fellows, that, watching the king’s going abroad, 
have brought him messages and admonitions fiom God. 
One was a pretty young fellow, that had been secretary to 
Lord Willoughby,* in Denmark His name is Weekes. 
But for his laboui he is sent to Bedlam, and there re- 
mains, though divers that have been to see him can per- 
ceive no spice of madness in his ordinary speech and con- 
versation But Williams, that wrote the libel of Balaam's 
Ass, and the commentary upon it, to the king, could not 
scape so good cheap , foi he was arraigned on Monday last, 
at the King’s Bench, and on Monday hanged, drawn, and 
quartered, over against the mews at Charing Cioss ® He 
died a Roman Catholic, and otherwise boldly and con- 
fidently enough . yet he prayed for the king and prince, 
and said he was sorry he had written so saucily and un- 
re verently, but pretended he had an inward warrant and 
particular illumination, to understand certain hard pas- 
sages of Daniel, and the Revelations, which made him 
adventure so far. 

The Lady Roos was this week with the king, to whom, 
they say, she hath discovered la ports auos roses, and laid 
open the whole platform of their villany. And, though it 
seems both she and Saiah Swarton, the maid, had done 
what they can to colour and excuse Sir Thomas Lake, 
yet, since this confession, he is restrained more than he 
was, and his brother, the bishop, who hath taken a house 
upon Tower Hill, is forbidden to come at him , which is 
suspected to be for tampering with the Lady Roos, to 
keep her in tune. Indeed, I know that both he and other 
fnends complained of her courses and manner of cariiage, 
before she went to the king, as feanng she would mar all, 
because she would not confer, or be advised. Sir Arthur 
Lake hath buried his lady with scandal enough, which, 
among the rest, is not the last crive-coeur to the fathei, to 
see the fruits of so graceless a generation 

On Monday, the Marquis of Tremouille, the French am- 


^ Of Eresby 

2 These barbarous punishments became the certain fate of all who ventured to 
make a reflection derogatory to the British Solomon, who, there can be veiy little 
question, much more deserved them than his victims 
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bassador, went to Theobalds, w’lth almost thiee score 
coaches of four horses, and had a great dinner and banquet, 
and after went to his audience, which was reasonably long. 
The king used him veiy graciously, and so he came home 
as he went, accompanied by both the Marquis Buckingham 
and Hamilton, that came to town overnight, to fetch him, 
with much other nobility and courtiers If he had been a 
greater man, he could not have had moie honour • but we 
are so glad and fain of this redintegration, that we think 
nothing too much. Yet, for all this kindness, the king 
gives him leave to he at his own charge, saying, that he 
will now begin to give an example to other princes to do 
the like. 

The Lord of Doncaster went hence on Tuesday, but 
waits ever since, either at Canterbury, or Margate, for the 
wind. His lady suspecting as much, after long [embra- 
cing] and leave-taking, in a kind manner, met him again 
at Gravesend, and will not [part with] him till he go to 
sea. 

This week, three bishops were invested, Dr. Bridge- 
man, to Chester ; Dr. Thomson, to Oxford ; and Dr. 
Searchfield, to Bristol. 

* i 

The Virginian Company have displaced Sir Thomas 
Smith, and made Sir Edwin Sandys their governor. But the 
matter is little amended, when the next court, or meeting, 
they confirmed Sir Thomas Smith in his presidentship of 
the Bermudas, or Summer Islands ; for I could hardly 
tell how to resolve, if it were put to my choice 

We heard here, on Thursday, of Barnevelt’s defeat,^ by 
some that were eyewitnesses: but there were few or no letters 
come of any particulars. They gave out, likewise, that 
there was execution to be done on some others, the next 
day. 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart, 

London, May 11, 1619 

Upon Thursday last, a fearful fire seized upon Cam- 
bridge, and burnt up three score dwelling-houses together, 

^ His execution had taken place on the 3rd of the current month 
VOL II. M 
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situated between Jesus and Sidney Colleges, which were 
endangered by them likewise. 

Sir Arthur Lake is committed, I hear, upon further dis- 
covery in the old business ; and Parker (I take it is the 
examiner), for receiving men’s examinations in favour of 
Sir Thomas Lake, without tendering them their oaths, &c. 
And so are sundry others ; so that that side hath not yet 
seen their worst. 

A courier is newly arrived from Spam, and brings news 
of delay, the Conde de Gondoraar being not to set forward 
tillJnne or July; which troubles some here, and abates 
the cheerfulness of their countenances to no good presage. 

The king cannot yet recover the use of his legs, which 
makes his remove from Theobalds doubtful ; though it is 
supposed he will some time this week to Greenwich. 


John Chamherlain, Esq., to Str Dvdley Carleton. 

London, May 14, 1619 

It were to no purpose to make any long description of 
the funeral,^ which was but a drawling, tedious sight, 
more remarkable for number than for any other sin- 
gularity, there being 280 poor women, besides an army of 
men fellows, that were servants to the lords, and others of 
the train And, though the number of lords and ladies was 
very great, yet methought, altogether, they made but a 
poor show; which, perhaps, was, because they were 
apparelled all alike, or that they came loggering all along, 
even tired with the length of the way and the weight of 
their cloaks, every lady having twelve yards of broad 
cloth about her, and the countesses sixteen. 

The Countess of Arundel was chief mourner (but whether 
in her own right, or as supplying the place of the Lady Eliza- 
beth, I know not), being supported by the Duke of Lennox 
and the Marquis Hamilton; as, likewise, the rest had 
some to lean on , or else I see not how they had been able 
to hold out. The prince came after the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who was to make the sermon, and next 
before the corpse, that was drawn by six horses. It was 

^ Of Anne of Denmark It took place on May 13 
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full six o’clock at night before all the solemnity was 
done at church, where the hearse is to continue till the 
next term, the fairest and stateliest that I think was ever 
seen there. 

This business passed not without some disaster, as is 
commonly seen m such assemblies; a young man being 
killed outright, by the falling of a stone from Northamp- 
ton^ House, which was one of the letters S that serve for 
the battlements, and thrust out by mischance and care- 
lessness of those above. Some say, he was a proper young 
scholar of Oxford ; others give out, he was a gentleman of 
very good means. 

The king came to Greenwich on Tuesday, and the 
next morning the queen’s trunks, and cabinets wuth jewels, 
were brought thither, from Denmark House, in foui caits, 
and delivered by inventory by Sii Edward Coke and audi- 
tor Geston. The king perused them all, and bestowed 
some reasonable poition on the Lord of Buckingham 
Besides, he hath the keeping of Denmark House, and 
another gift beyond all this, of £lS00 land, of the 
king’s, for his good service and care of the king in his 
last sickness. And it is said that, excepting castles and 
honours, he may make his choice of this sum where he 
thinks fit. 

The Earl of Suffolk’s cause and his lady’s was called 
upon this term in the Star Chamber ; and though, to 
win time, as should seem, they pleaded that they had 
divers witnesses to be examined for their clearing, that 
were absent far off, and some m Iieland, yet it would not 
be accepted, but thought to be only matter of delay , and 
therefore they had a commission granted them to send for 
them thither, or to take their examinations there, always 
provided, that it be done before the end of next term ; for 
the king will have the matter protracted no longer. 

The information against certain strangers for exportation 
of gold was likewise treated of there ; and forty of them 
put into one bill, chaiged with conveyance of jg300,000 
in gold, at least, upon good proof, since the king’s coming 
to the crown. How the matter will fall out, God knows , 

*Now Northumberland Houte, Charing Cioss 

M 2 



164 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


but I doubt it will hinder the king and realm as much m 
customs and traffic, besides other reasons 

I hear the Lady Roos was confronted, on Saturday last, 
with her mother, by the two lord chief justices, to make 
good her confessions and discoveries. How far matters 
passed, I know not; save only that she answeied, in 
Pilate’s terms, Quod scnjpsi soipst, and that all was true 
that she had set down to the king, under her hand. 

Sir Arthur Lake was committed to the Tower, but, 
within three or four days, removed to the King’s Bench, 
where he remains, for perjury, or subornation of perjury. 
And Harry Parker, deputy clerk of the Star Chamber, 
was m the Marshalsea awhile, being charged by the Lady 
Roos, that, for money, he had forborne to swear her, when 
she was examined. How he hath cleared himself, I know 
not, but he is abroad again. 

I had forgot that Sir William Barnes died this day 
se’nmght, at Woolwich ; and, I heai, his son Robin should 
be lately dead in France. 


Rev. Thomas Lorktn to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bai t 

London, May 18, 1619 

There is a couiier newly arrived from Spam that brings 
news that Don Diego will infallibly be here within this 
week, if the winds hinder not his passage, which, for better 
expedition, he intends altogether by sea This has occa- 
sioned a fresh summons to my Loid Digby to prepare him- 
self for his employment ; within this fortnight his majesty 
purposes to declare him ambassador Mr. Stone is to be 
despatched away presently, who, going to enter upon his 
new employment of consulship at Lisbon, is to take Madrid 
in his M^ay, and there to fit and order tilings for my lord’s 
coming. 

Sir Henry Wotton hath left Venice, and is qualified as 
ambassador extraordinary to the Piinces of the Union in 
Germany His instructions have been sent him, and I 
hear he is to meet my Lord Hay at Heidelberg, and to 
treat both in a joint commission. 

Upon Thursday last, the funeial was solemnized, which 
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was fatal to a young gentleman and a scholar, one Apple- 
gaid, of Lynne, who, placing himself upon a scaffold under 
Northampton House, one of the lintels of the battlements, 
by the weight of some that, standing upon the leads, leaned 
over to see, fell upon his head, and struck him stone dead. 
He was presently removed thence to St Martin’s church- 
yard, where divers flocking to see him, amongst the rest a 
sciivener’s wife beheld the sad spectacle, and was so deeply 
affected by it, that, returning home to her house, she im- 
mediately died. 

Sir Thomas Somerset desired me to commend his love 
unto you, but withal to intimate a quarrel he hath against 
you, that, being your neighbour, not above thirty miles 
distant, he can never be beholden to you neither for letter 
nor message He threatens, sitli you will not come nor 
send to see him, to make a visit over unto you, and bade 
me write as much 


Reo Thomas Lorkin to Sir Thomm Puckering, Bart. 

London, Ma> 24, 1619 

This day se’nnight, the States’ eommissioneis and our 
East India Company’s met before the king in the gallery 
at Greenwich, the one standing at the one end of the 
gallery and the other at the other, his majesty interposing 
himself between them for the accommodating of the 
difference, not without probability of accord, his majesty 
being inclined to overrule his own people, to cause them 
to accept of such conditions as otherwise they would re- 
fuse, and the States yielding in some particulars likewise 
Sir Thomas Lake’s business, they say, is like to grow to 
a far worse pass than the terms it stands m I have here- 
tofore signified the imprisonment of both his sons, whereof 
the younger hath his own sister, Lady Roos, for his accuser 
The second sister is confined to a house m Tower Hill. 
Will Lake, his secretary, is a close prisoner in the State 
House, and is liable to a foul suspicion by means of a letter 
of his, which, some say, hath been intercepted and sent 
unto the king, to this effect, impressing upon one that was 
sent by Sir Thomas Lake to my Loid Roos, that he should 
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be mindful of his errand, advertising him that Sir Thomas’s 
adversaries grew patient, and therefore encouraging him 
speedily to despatch that what he had undertook, assuring 
the performance of whatsoever had been piomised. This 
letter brings into men’s remembrance the practice upon 
Sir Thomas Overbury; but this is not yet public, and 
therefore I impart it as a secret. 

1 signified his majesty’s intention to declare my Lord 
Digby extraordinary ambassador very shortly The king 
IS pleased to put him into the means for that employment, 
by granting him the making of some baron, or other suit 
that he shall find out, and this is private likewise 

The Earl of Sufiblk’s cause shall be heard this term 
After sentence, it is thought his majesty will create a new 
treasurer, and that my Lord Pembroke shall be the man, 
to make room for my Lord Lisle ; who, they say, is in 
election to succeed him in the place he now executeth 

My Lord of Oxford^ bears now his white staff, and shall 
have a table in court, as have had his ancestors, re-exer- 
cising his office of lord high chamberlain of England. There 
IS a speech of his marriage, but the voice is divided • some 
say with my Lady Wroth, otheis say with Mrs. Diana 
Cecil.^ 

On Wednesday is St George’s feast kept, when there is 
likely to a great creation ; I mean, not of knights of the 
order, but of hereditary titles The Marquis of Hamilton 
shall be made Earl of Cambridge, my Lord Aubigny,® 
Earl of Glo’ster; Sii John Villiers, Viscount of Purbeck 
(an island in Dorsetshire, where the best part of his wife’s 
land lies, the whole island being heis), and shall have 
assured upon him by my Lady Hatton and my Lady Lake 
587000 land a-year ; to induce the said Lady Hatton 
thereunto, she shall be honoured with a title likewise. 
Countess of Westmoreland. And to let you see how good 
fortune runs in a blood, Mr. Christopher Villiers shall be 
married to Alderman Harvey’s only daughter • the match 

^ Henry Vere, eighteenth earl He died in 1625 

2 Second daughter of William Cecil, Earl of Exeter She became Countess of 
Oxford 

3 Esmo Stuart, third Duke of Lennox He was treated Baron Clifton and Earl 
of March 
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being concluded, though so much against the old man’s 
stomach, as the conceit thereof hath brought him very 
near his grave already, if, at least, the world mistake not 
the true cause of his sickness. 

I will conclude my letter with a jig, for I think you will 
esteem it little better, that Endymion Porter, that waits 
upon my Lord of Buckingham, shall (if general voice 
deceive not), set my Lady Roos at hbeity, and enjoy her 
for his wife I heard of it above a fortnight since, but 
gave no credit to it, but now it is confidently assured. 

I send herewith a letter of Sir Robert Cary’s, which he 
sent from Greenwich ; he acquainted me not with the 
contents, but I imagine it may, at least, touch upon the 
old business, wherein my wishes are better, I fear me, than 
will be the success ; but your wisdom knows how to ma- 
nage these things 

The 29 th of August, the king appoints to be at War- 
wick, which makes my Lady Someiset doubtful of her 
journey to Kilhngworth 

Herriot, the jeweller, hath taken his oath, that he de- 
livered unto the queen £68,000 worth of jewels, whereof 
he keeps the models, which yet appear not. She was sup- 
posed likewise to have a great treasure of ready money, 
but not a penny found. Upon these two a great suspicion 
is grounded of Piero, who, you know, was her creature 
and favourite. His carriage, in some particulars, since 
the queen’s death, augments the jealousy. He hath gone 
under guaid a long time Now he is committed to one 
Justice Dubbledie’s house, by express command from the 
king. 

The Bishop of Llandaff ^ shall be advanced higher, to 
be Bishop of Chichester ; Chichester® to Norwich , and Dr. 
Field’ (Field, the player’s brother), shall succeed Llandaff. 

Upon Tuesday last, my Lady Bedford went to Dover, 
thinking to meet my Lady Harrington,^ but there met 
with news of a dangerous sickness whereunto she has fallen 
beyond the seas, I think at Calais, whither my Lady Bed- 
ford hath gone over to her. I pray God comfort her 

^ Dr George Carleton ^ Samuel Harstrel ^ Theophilus Field 

Her mother 
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Mr. Abraham Williams to James Hay, Lord Viscount 
Doncaster ^ 

London, May 28, 1619 

The French ambassador went away sooner than was 
expected, but with very good content, and the States’ am- 
bassadors are ready to take their leaves They were 
supped and caressed in the council chamber at Greenwich, 
on Wednesday, the S!6th, on which day St. George’s feast 
was kept there, without any show, according to custom ; 
yet our mourning is now almost left off We speak much 
of earls and barons to be made, whereof in my next I 
shall be able to write certainty. His majesty, who, toge- 
ther with the prince, is, God be thanked, in very good 
health, went this morning fiom Greenwich to Theobalds, 
and will be the 6th day of the next month at London 
My Lady Harrington is expected here this very night. 


Rev Thomas LorMn to Sir Thomas Puckering, Bart. 

London, May 31, 1619 

This day his majesty makes a solemn entry into London, 
coming in by Gray’s Inn, where my lord mayor, aldermen, 
and ten of each company, meet him on horseback, and so 
bring him along down Chancery Lane, and through all the 
Strand, to Whitehall, which is done by way of congra- 
tulation for his recovery. The lords and gallants of the 
court come mounted upon great horses, m the best equipage 
they may 

The differences between the Hollanders and us are ac- 
commodated in substance, upon these conditions- — Our 
men are to hold that one fort they already have in Banda, 
without any molestation ; shall be permitted to build 
themselves one or two more, but not to impatromse them- 
selves of any that are now built. In all spices, are to have 
the offer of one half, save in the Moluccas, where they 
shall have allowed them but a third Neither is the Hol- 
lander to lade any till the English have had the offer, and 
8 little commodity of time for shipping Some add, that 
the suit of transportation of com is now compounded, and 

^ At this time ambassador extraordinary in Germany 
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the Dutch are to give, by way of capitulation, to the king 
£100,000; but I doubt of the sum. I rather think it a 
largess fee, if there be any such thing. 

The new honours my last letter mentioned are not yet 
divided. My Lady Hatton seems to be the only cause or 
occasion of delay, who refuses to make an assurance of 
land she formerly pretended to come into. But very 
shortly we look for the accomplishment, with this addition, 
that Sir Thomas Wentworth,* ray Lord Clifford’s father-in- 
law, is like to be made a baion, by my Lord Digby’s pro- 
curement, who thereby shall put himself into means for 
his embassy 

Will Lake is set at liberty, having acquitted himself 
from the aspersions cast upon him All the rest remain 
in then former terms. The Earl of Suffolk’s cause is like 
to be heard this week. Sn Edwaid Coke and Sir Fulk 
Greville had hke to have received a dodge in this busi- 
ness ; for being both hitherto employed as commissioners 
to inquire out his offence, and being to sit among the rest 
as judges to censure it, they were both (by what means 
and by whose procurement I know not) seived with wnts, 
to be examined against them as witnesses, and so, besides 
the disgrace otherwise, like to lose the benefit of their 
voice and suf&age. But Sir Edward Coke, finding good 
access to the king, by occasion of Sir George Villiers’s 
business, represented to his majesty the good services they 
had done in this business, and the disparagement they 
should receive if this was suffered, desiring to know his 
majesty’s pleasure ; who answered, it was no appointment 
of Ins, neither was it his will and meaning. Whereupon 
my Lord Coke gave present notice to Sir Falk Greville, 
with whom the examinator was then enteiing upon his 
interrogatories, and avoided him that prejudice. 

Upon the censure of my Lord of Suffolk’s cause, it is 
supposed that my Lord Walden must quit the place of 
captain of the pensioners, to accommodate my Lord of 
Southampton withal ; who, unless he have some further 
employment to entice him to the court, notwithstanding 


^ He was not made a baron till tbe following reign. 
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his being sworn privy councillor, seems to prefer a country 
life. 

Extract of a Letter from 

London, June 3, 1619 

Our tedious and thorny treaty with the States is at 
length, God be thanked, brought to a conclusion ; though 
not so advantageous to the English company as they 
would have had it, yet such as may both salve their honour, 
and secure and augment their profits in those parts. Foits 
they shall have none, but that only one which they hold 
at this present ; that question, to wit, for liberty of build- 
ing them, being put off, and suspended for the time of 
three years ; at the end thereof it is to be lesumed, and 
accommodated to the mutual satisfaction of both parties. 
The pepper, in the isle of Java Major, shall be equally 
divided between the two companies ; which article our 
men had much to do to get granted them. In the isles of 
the Moluccas, Banda, and Amboyne, where they had no- 
thing, they shall have a third part of the trade , in con- 
sideration thereof, they are to bear half the charges for the 
common defences, for the which there will be twenty ships, 
of SIX or seven hundred tons a-piece, entei tamed by both 
the companies. These are the chiefest articles The 
tieaty is made for twenty years. When I have gotten a 
copy of it for myself, you shall be made partaker thereof 
Yesterday, the copies thereof were interchangeably 
delivered by the commissioners ; and those of Holland did 
particularly send them away to their masters, to procure 
the coming over back again of their merchant commis- 
sioners, for the approving and signing of the same, and 
they make account that they will be here within ten or 
twelve days. The blessedness of this good work, under 
God, IS to be attributed to the king alone ; for, had he 
not overruled the stiffness of our merchant’s dispositions, 
it had never been effected. 

My Lord Houghton^ is brought into the Star Chamber, 

^ Neither the name of the writer nor of his correspondent has been preserved 

2 John Holies, knt , created Baron Honghton, of Houghton, in the county of 
Nottingham, July 9, 1616, and Earl of Clare, November 2, 1624 
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first, for tlie breaking an order set down by the committee 
of the Lords, between him and Sir Edward Coke, about 
calling in question the authority of the said committee. 

Much ado there is to procure a marriage between Mr. 
Christopher ViUiers and my lord mayor’s' daughter and 
heir, who, it is reported, shall be worth no less than 
10200,000; at which solicitation the lord mayor hath 
taken such a gripe, as he is thereupon fallen sick. 

There are, as yet, no new creations made. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, June 5, 1619 

The king came from Theobalds, on Tuesday, to White- 
hall, all along the fields ; and, on the back side of Gray’s 
Inn, was met by a fair troop of our citizens on horseback, 
with then chains of gold, or pearl, or diamonds ; and the 
aldermen in scarlet The recoider made a short speech in 
congratulation of his recovery, and excuse of the lord 
mayor’s absence , whereto the king gave no great heed, 
making little show of being pleased, as being given to 
understand that he is more sullen than sick, which, in very 
truth, IS otherwise, for he continues still in weak estate. 
The king was attended by the prince, and all the nobility, 
in very good equipage ; himself very fresh in a suit of 
watchet satin, laid with silver lace, with a blue and white 
feather; as also his horse was furnished with the like, 
both before and behind Insomuch that all the company 
was glad to see him so gallant, and moie like a wooer than 
a mourner But what decorum it will be when ambas- 
sadors come to condole (as here is one now from the 
Duke of Lorraine, with thiee or four and twenty followers, 
all in black), let them consider whom it more concerns. 

The lord chancellor waited his coming in the piesence 
at Whitehall, attended by the whole choir, as he termed 
it, of judges and lawyers. The king was gone early the 
next morning a-hunting, and that night to Greenwich; 
so that it seems his early coming hither was to receive 
these applauses and gratulations. He makes account to 

^ Chns^^opher Vilhers married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Sheldon, Esq , of 
Honbv, Leicestershire — Barkers ** Extinct Peerage 
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continue at Gieenwich, Theobalds, Wanstead, Havering, 
and hereabouts, till the 18th of July; that he begins his 
progress noithward as far as Rufford, Nottingham, Derby, 
and so by Warwick, and Sir William Pope’s, to Wood- 
stock, Rycot, Bisham, and Windsor. He is much impor- 
tuned with petitions and suits of all sorts. Among the rest, 
he hath granted a penny upon a ton of all that shall be ex- 
poited or imported into the realm, for the maintenance [of 
forts] at the Land’s End, and in certain places on the sea 
coast ; as likewise four-pence halfpenny upon every chal- 
dron of sea coal, to see they may be better gaibled or 
cleansed, as is pretended ; as also eight pence upon every 
pound of tobacco, upon like pretence. And theie was a 
suit offered, but rejected, that none under the degree of 
nobility should keep a coach without licence. 

The lord chancellor hath a giant lately made of £1200 
a-year during his life, and seven or ten years after, out of 
the office of alienations. But d qmlles enseignes he hath 
it, I cannot tell ; though some say it is for somewhat of 
like value he is to part withal, out of the seal, to the Lady 
Hume I hear he hath lately committed one Shingleton, 
an Oxford man ; who, preaching m Paul’s on May-day, 
and finding himself aggrieved with some decree of his, 
wherein he thought he had haid measure, declaimed 
bitterly against his court, and glanced, they say, scan- 
dalously at him, and his Latinities, as he called them 

The Lady Hatton, as I hear, will not be won to part 
with Purbeck; so that Sir John Vilhers is to be Viscount 
Beaumont. 

Sir Edward Coke hath preferred a bill in the Star 
Chamber against the Lord Holies, but upon what points I 
cannot yet tell; only, on Wednesday last, the Lords’ 
demurs and exceptions to the bill were excluded and 
rejected as frivolous. 

The Lord of Suffolk and his friends labour, by all means, 
to compound his own cause, and, I hear, they be in a fair 
way; wherein he is well advised (if he can compass it) to 
redeem himself, quam quoad minimo. 

The strangers in question for transportation of bullion 
are likewise said to be upon composition 
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I send you lierewitli the article, so long and so much 
controverted ’twixt our East Indian commissioners and the 
States (it IS of my man’s wilting, and so I know not how 
you will pick it out), as likewise the petition upon it to 
the king But, say what they can, things are passed as 
the others would have it ; which makes the world suspect 
that they have found great friends, and made much use of 
their wicked mammon Our men shall never have like 
means and advantages to bring them to reason as they had 
now, both in regard that w'e are sought to combine either 
with the Portugal, French, or Dane; as also, and that 
specially, that our merchants were generally animated, 
and thoroughly resolved to set up their whole rest upon it; 
which was never so great, nor, perhaps, will easily be 
again, now the opportunity is lost, and the heat cooled. 

I met last day with your nephew, Carleton, who told 
me he was to write to you, much about this time, concern- 
ing a lease of the deanery of Windsor, wherein you shall be 
much importuned to leave your hold He doubts whether 
his father will come to town this term Dr. Ward' speaks 
much honour of you and your lady, and professes a great 
deal of obligation to you both. 


Rev, Thomas Lorhin to Sir Thomas Puckei ing, Bart. 

London, June 8, 1619 

We set not forward till to-morrow, which gives me 
liberty to write these few lines now, though it be only to 
let you know that my Lady Hatton cannot be induced to 
settle her land upon Sir John Villiers, unless it be with 
promise to revoke it, if she please ; which troubles all the 
comedy, and makes an alteration in her son-in-law’s title, 
who, instead of Viscount Purbeck, shall now be made 
Viscount Beaumont. They are troubled no less to accom- 
modate herself with honour to her mind ; for she insists 
upon it, that she will either be Countess of Westmoreland, 
in that rank which that family anciently held, or else she 
will not be at all. And herein most of our great ladies 

* Samuel Ward, D D , master of Sydney College, Cambridge, and Archdeacon 
of iaunton He had been sent to the Synod of Dort 
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are opposites, out of the interest of their own place ; and 
my Lord Abergavenny hath delivered a petition against 
the name, that that title may not be conferred on her at 
all, as being a wrong to the pretensions he makes there- 
unto You will shortly see an issue of these things, before 
the king begin his progress, the gists whereof I have here 
sent you enclosed 

The queen, in her life-time, had got two suits of the 
king, the one being an imposition upon white cloths trans- 
ported, which was little less worth to her than j6l 0,000 
a-year ; the other, a charge upon sugar, amounting to the 
yearly sum of ^3000 My Lord of Hamilton hath gotten 
508000 a-year out of the first grant (for what turn I know 
not) ; and Sir George Goring hath his choice, whether he 
will have the 503000 out of the sugars entire thirteen yeais 
together, or 502000 out of them for twenty-one years. 
If you inquire into the merits, he is a noble gentleman, one 
whom the Marquis favours. 

This day, I think, the Lorraine ambassador is supped, 
where I will leave them at their good cheer 


Mr. Abraham Williams to the Earl of Doncaster 

London, June 18, 1619 

Mr. Kilhgrew went so lately from us that he earned 
away all our letters and news. The king and piince are 
in very good health. My Lady Bedford is sometimes well, 
sometimes ill, hut past all danger, as it is hoped. 

The business of the merchant strangers has held these 
eight days with the Star Chamber , and this morning it is 
put off till the first day of next teim. To-morrow, my 
Lady Lake and my Lady Boos are to come to the Star 
Chamber, and openly to acknowledge their faults. 

The ambassadors of Denmark went away about three 
days since, and, having received their letters, would not stay 
for their present, which is, or will be, sent after them to 
Gravesend. 

The States’ ambassadors are not yet gone. News there 
is come that the States have met with the King of Spain’s 
ships in the Indies, about the islands called the Manillas, 
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and have taken from them great riches, to the value, it is 
said, of eight millions The certainty, and the particulars 
thereof, we shall better know hereafter. 


John Chamherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, June 26, 1619 

If I had nothing to w'rite, yet so good a friend as this 
gentleman, Mr Wingfield,’ must not come empty-handed ; 
not that he needs any recommendation, being so well known 
unto you, nor having any other errand thither than to 
entertain himself this vacation in accompanying Colonel 
Cecil, his kinsman. And because he is one of our new 
principal verbs m Paul’s, and well acquainted with all oc- 
currents, as being, or having been, very familiar with Se- 
cretary Calvert, I shall not need to dilate, but only touch 
what is here current ; seeing he is so well instructed in all 
things, as that he is able to make a large comment upon any 
text you shall propound. 

Our new noblemen had their patents delivered them on 
Sunday last , the Marquis Hamilton, to be Earl of Cam- 
bridge, and baron of,^ I know not what place, in Yorkshire ; 
the Lord of Aubigny, to be Earl of March, and haron of, I 
know not where,® Sir John Villiers, made Baron of Stoke, 
and Viscount Purbeck ; and yet, as far as I can learn, the 
Lady Hatton will not be drawn to put him in possession of 
either , but only holds him in expectation, or rather in a 
doubtful hope 

The Lady of Salisbury is lately brought a-bed of a son, 
who is to be chnstened this next week by the prince, and 
Marquis of Buckingham. The young Lord Dacres hath a 
son likewise, by Sir Arthur Throckmorton’s daughter. 

Sir Thomas Lake lies very sick of the scurvy, till which 
extremity be over, his lady hath leave to be about him. 
Though the world condemns them suflSciently for their 
malicious and foolish carriage in all this business, yet it 

^ Probably this was Sir John Wmgfield of Tickencote, high sheriff of Rutland, 
ml631 

2 James, second Marquis of Hamilton, was created Baron of Ennerdale and Earl 
of Cambridge 

® Baion of Chfton 
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doth most detest Lady Roos, for so foully betraying her 
father and mother more than once. 

The king, this next "week, makes a petty progress to 
Otelands, Oking, and Windsor , and so means to pass over 
the time till the 19th of the next month, that he may re- 
move fiom Theobalds to Royston, on his journey north- 
ward. His legs and feet come pretty well to him, having 
found out a very good expedient of late, to bathe them in 
every buck and stag's belly in the place where he kills 
them ; which is counted an excellent remedy to strengthen 
and restore the sinews.^ Au reste, he is fallen to his old 
diet, and will not be persuaded to forbear fiuit, nor sweet 
wines. In the mean time, we are diiven to hardships for 
money, and all too little ; so that we are fain to make sale 
of jewels for ^20,000, to furnish out this progress. 

The Lord Digby prepares for Spain, and lays about him, 
all manner of ways, how he may compass money for the 
journey, which is become an ordinary course for those that 
have debts, or are to be employed how to pioject means 
for maintenance which sets the mint of projecting so on 
work, that we hear of little or nothing else. 

The new Viscount Purbeck is like to carry away the 
mastership of the horse, by resignation of his brother, 
from divers competitors, that pretended to it, some by 
promise, and some for other considerations 

I heard this day that little John More should be 
knighted. But I cannot believe it till I have it better 
confirmed. 

We had a wedding this week at the Lady Farnham’s, 
who hath bestowed her eldest daughter to one Bedell, a 
grandchild of Sir Arthur Capel’s a young gentleman of 
good parts and means, without fathei , mother, brother, or 
sister ; and the match is every viay likely, and full of fair 
conditions, and without exception, saving that he is some- 
what younger than his bnde. 

^ Surely the remedy was worse than the disease 

® By his daughter, Catherine Winnifred, who was married to Sir Thomas Bedell, 
of Hummerton, in Huntingdoubhire 
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To Mr. Wilham Trumbull, Resident at Brussels 

London, June 28, 1619 

On Friday last, my Lady Rods made her recognition in 
wilting, which was read in the Star Chamber, containing 
her confession and acknowledgment for having contrived 
and forged the writings, whereby the Lady of Exeter was 
charged of poisoning and incest ; for the w’hich she craved 
pardon of God, of the king, and of the said lady , and was 
made afterwards to demand pardon of her for the same, 
and for suborning Sarah Swarton, to be a witness therein 
But Sir Fiancis Lake and his Lady refused absolutely to 
submit themselves to such recognition, whereupon they 
weie condemned to remain close pnsoners in several rooms, 
and to have only one man to attend upon each of them 
Yet because Sir Thomas is sick at this instant, he hath 
been suffered to enjoy, for a time, the help of his lady. 

The king, on Monday next, is to be feasted at Wim- 
bledon, where the States aie entertained this day, by the 
Earl of Exeter, and Geneial Cecil Their commissioners 
are not yet come out of Holland, by reason of the con- 
trary winds , but, in the mean time, they have resumed 
the matter of Greenland, and are now treating with our 
commissioners about it. 

Concerning the Dutch merchants’ cause for transporting 
of com out of the kingdom, it is put off till Michaelmas 
term. 

Our chief talk here now is of the new stirs m Naples, 
where it is confidently reported, that the Duke of Ossuna 
is revolted from the King of Spam, and hath demanded 
of the Venetians, and of the King of France, and also 
of the Pope’s imprisoning of the Marquis of Coeuvre, the 
king’s ambassador, for having taken upon him to seize and 
send back to France a gentleman that the queen -mother 
had sent to Rome. 


To Mr Trumbull. 

London, June 28, 1619 

Upon the 18th, Sir Thomas Lake and his lady were to 
have made their submission and acknowledgment publicly, 

VOL II N 
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before the Lords in the Star Chamber ; but, because they 
came not, they are committed close prisoners, and not 
suffered to come the one to the other, and allowed only, 
each of them, one servant. 

My Lady Roos did it bravely and freely in wilting 
under her hand, whereof I may chance to send you a copy 
the next week, if I can get it. 

The king, God be thanked, was never in his life in better 
health than at this present ; and so is the prince 

My Lady Bedford is upon the recovenng hand. 

Upon the 19th, all the presents were sent after the 
Danish ambassadors to Gravesend ; a chain of ^200 to 
Sinclair, and a chain of s6l50 to Carasino, who had taken 
shipping towards the Hague before it came. They are not 
the best satisfied, as I understand, because they are not 
allowed (I mean, their master) to join with us in our trade 
in the Indies, winch was their sole business 

Our States only attend the return of commissioners of 
the Company of the East Indies on the other side, to sign 
and ratify the articles, which are ready The news holdeth 
still, that they have taken a great prize from the King of 
Spain, about the Manillas ; and we have here a bruit, that 
the Duke of Ossuna hath made a revolt from the King of 
Spam. 

Mr. Abraham Williams to the Lord Viscount Doncaster. 

London, July 9, 1619 

We have here Donato, the late Venetian ambassador, 
who, upon his return to Venice, was fain to make an 
escape by disguising himself, and %ing back into England 
for succour and relief, where he doth labour, by my Lord 
of Buckingham’s and my Lord of Arundel’s mediations to 
his majesty, to obtain his peace, by his maj’esty’s interces- 
sion to that State. His offence is said to have been com- 
mitted whilst he was ambassador with the Duke of Savoy, 
by making profit underhand with the merchants, of those 
moneys which were made over from the State of Venice, 
for the use and assistance of the Duke of Savoy. 

Yesterday, his maj’esty and the prince, who are both in 
very good health, came to Whitehall, and this afternoon 
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go to Wanstead. This morning, the king sat with the 
lords of the council, concerning the late lord treasurer, 
whether he shall be proceeded against in the Star Chamber 
or not ; but I do not understand what resolution is taken 
therein. 

The Lady Roos, as it is said, shall this day be set at 
liberty, as her brother. Sir Arthur Lake, already is. Sir 
Thomas Lake hath the liberty of the Tower, that any man 
may speak to him ; but his lady is to be kept still a close 
pnsoner, and more stiictly than heretofore. 

Sir Allen Apsley hath given over the lieutenantship of 
the Tower to one Philips, who hath compounded with him 
for the sum of ^ 2 , 600 . 

My Lady Bedford is well recovered, only she hath a 
[disorder] in one of her eyes ; so that she doth not yet go 
abroad. 

I now send away, by this ordinary, two letters from his 
majesty ; the one to the Elector Palatine, the other to the 
Princes of the Union. 


Isaac Wake, Esq., to Secretary Naunton 

Tuim, July 12-22, 1619 

The Duke of Ossuna hath caused a discourse to be 
written, wherein is remonstrated, that it will be necessary 
for the service of the King of Spam to continue him in 
the government of that kingdom (Naples), to keep the 
Venetians in awe. 


John Chamberlain, Esq,, to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, July 15, 1619 

I received your letter, of the 16 th of the last month, 
the 18 th of this present, but not by Mr. Hales, ^ of whom 
I hear nothing, save only that he arrived here about 
the beginning of last week. Since my last, here is 
nothing fallen out worth the writing ; and I have seldom 
seen the world at so low an ebb, both at home and abroad ; 
for the great stirs in France are gone en pwnbe ; and if 

^ The Rev John Hales, of Eton College, chaplain to Sir Dudley Carleton 



180 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


the pacification be such as we have here in piint, I do not 
see how they could have had better conditions, if they had 
taken the king prisoner 

Sir Robert Killigrew came, on Tuesday last, to the 
court, from the Lord of Doncaster 

The Countess of Bedford was lately at the last cast, and 
no hope of life left, insomuch that, receiving the communion 
in company of the loid chamberlain. Marquis of Hamilton, 
and others, as her maticum, she gave over the world, and 
took her leave , but the woist is, they say, the master- 
pock hath settled in one of her eyes, whereby she is like 
to lose it 

The king is now at Wanstead, and thence removes to 
Theobalds, wheie he is to continue till the 19th of this 
month, that he begins his progress 

Divers of our great lords, as Marquis Buckingham, the 
lord chamberlain, the Earl of Arundel, and others, are 
minded, they say, to take a posting journey into Scotland, 
when the king is at Riifford, to accompany the duke ‘ ancl 
Marquis Hamilton ; and this hon voyage is upon a gaiety 
and kind of piomise some of them made when they were 
there 

That portion of the queen’s jewels that was rated at 
^20,000, Peter Van Lere hath them for 8,000, which, 
together with some othei helps, doth serve to defray the 
progress. But the choice of pearl, and other rare jewels, 
are not touched, among which there is a carcanet of round 
and long pearl, rated at ^40.000 ; in the judgment of the 
Lord Digby and others, the fairest that are to be found in 
Christendom. 

We have had speech this fortnight of some present 
alteration in our gold. But whether for better or for 
worse, God knows ; saving that, by dailv experience, we 
find the old proverb true, seldom comes the better. 

Our Turkey merchants have made choice of a new 
ambassador for Constantinople, one Sir John Eyre. The 
question was doubtful, and almost indifferent, ’tvnxt him 
and Sir Thomas Glover, who was appointed his competitor. 
This last week likewise, the East Indian Company, with 

^ Of Lennox 
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some difficulty, have chosen Sir Thomas Smith their 
governor for this year The king sent them Mord, it was 
not fit to remove him, now that he had taken so gieat 
pains 111 the treaty, and that the articles had been hithei to 
ratified under his hand, as governor. 

At the king’s being here on Thursday, it was expecte<l 
that the Lord of Suffolk’s acknowledgment and submission 
should have been accepted at the council-table, and so the 
suit in the Stai Chamber to cease. But when it came to 
the point, it was found that a verbal submission could not 
countervail his former answer upon oath of being guiltless 
of those things wherewith he was charged. So that the 
matter is refened to proceed in the Star Chamber the 
next term. If the cause had now ended, it is verily 
thought, we should presently have had a new loid treasurer, 
to which place Sir Fulk Gieville is specially named, or, as 
some will needs have it, Secretaiy Naunton, or at least- 
wise, to succeed him m the chancelloiship of the exche- 
quer, so earnest are they to remove him, whether higher 
or lower, though most fasten this last place on Sir Henry 
Spiller. 

Poor Harry Parker was released on Fiiday out of the 
Gate House, wheie he had lain five or six weeks upon a 
relapse. Sir Arthur Lake was delivered somewhat before. 
On Saturday, the Lady Roos, for her good service, was set 
at liberty, while her father, poor man ' passes his time in 
sawing of billets, and giving oideis to sell land and all his 
leases 

Sii William Clarke’s eldest son, without his father’s 
privacy, is lately mariied to the Lady Verney, widow tnhim 
that turned Turk : and, though there be no great inequality 
between them, either for wealth or years, he being four 
o-r five and forty, and she two or three and thirty, yet 
,the old knight is so much offended, that he threatens to 
disinherit him, and hath vowed they shall never come 
within his doors. 

Ml. Locke hath imparted to me somewhat of that you 
wrote him, wherein I know not what to advise ; for men 
are not so forward as they have been, and some that ho 
named unto me, of mine own knowledge, either refused it. 
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or were refused for their trifling, and withal the price is 
much fallen; so that, if anything were to be given m 
gratuities, the thing would prove like a Banbury cheese, 
that goes away most in parings. Howsoever you resolve, 
I shall wish all good success ; but reim sic stantibus, if it 
were my case, I should follow the Italian proverb, chi ben 
serve, et dermnda assai. 

Upon report of youi being so much troubled with the 
stone, I had some conference this last term with Sir 
William Borlase, who hath been much afflicted with it 
heretofore, and presumes this medium I send here en- 
closed, is a special preservation to prevent it, having had 
especial proofs of it as well in himself as others. The 
thing IS very safe and easy ; which is not the least com- 
mendation of a medicine, to be de facile parabilibus 

Your States are upon their departure, being solemnly 
feasted this day, for a farewell, at Merchant Taylors’ 
Hall ; and yesterday they took their leave of the king at 
Theobalds, where they were likewise feasted, and, as I 
hear, three of them knighted, besides a present to four of 
them, of 500 ounces of plate apiece. 

The king was in town on Tuesday, in the afternoon, at 
the lord mayor’s, and sent for him, his lady, and daughter, 
from dinner at the Merchant Taylois’ Hall, to recommend 
Christopher Villiers foi a suitor to his daughter. It is 
odds but he must speed, when the kmg pleads and woiks 
so openly for him. 


John Chambeilain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, July 31, 1619 

Sir Henry Saville is crept up again, and so well 
amended, that he makes account to go this next week to 
Oxford, and there to make up an election at Merton 
College, as his chef J oeuvre, and last work. That day, 
the king began his progress; our young lord admiral 
went to Chatham, to see the ships ; and that was all he 
could do in the space of four or five hours, to make a short 
suivey, to have a number of pieces of ordnance shot off, 
and to bestow a largess of three or foui hundred Jacobus 
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pieces among the manners, and other mean officers of the 
navy. He sent for Sir Horace Vere, to accompany him, 
and not many more besides the Lord Digby, who made 
choice of the Antelope, to be made ready with all speed 
for his journey into Spam. The Lord Marquis went that 
night to the countess his mother at Erith, who lies much 
of late at Denmark House, by reason the Viscountess 
Purbeck hath the keeping of it, by the king’s special 
appointment, when he granted the house to the prince. 

The Marquis would fain settle himself hereabout, and 
IS much m love with Bedington, near Croydon, haviug won 
the king, piince, and divers otheis, to move Sir Nicholas 
Carew about it. But it seems he will not be removed, by 
reason his uncle bestowed it so frankly upon him, with 
purpose to continue his memoiy there, and to that end 
caused him to change his name.^ If his lordship would 
have patience, he might find out many places con- 
venient enough, or, at faithest, stay foi Goiliambury, 
whereof, they say, he hath the reveision, after my lord 
chancellor’s life, but upon what terms, or conditions, is 
only between themselves 

Our commissioners for the East Indian business have 
been well paid for their pains, having had presents, both 
from the one side and the other The particulais of all I 
know not; but the Lord Digby and Sir Eulk Gieville 
had each of them a basin and ewer of gold, of ^300 
value from the States, and each of them a chain of gold, 
to the same sum, from our own company. No doubt, Mr. 
Treasurer,® Mr Comptroller,^ the master of the Rolls, ^ Sir 
Edward Coke, Sir Lionel Cranfield, Sir Clement Edmonds, 
Sir Richard Weston, Sir Henry Martin, and I know not 
how many more, had their part, m proportion ; which 
must needs rise to a great matter among so many. 

Our men have despatched away the Bull, a good ship, 
with letters into the East Indies, to give notice to both 
sides of this argument. But our men begin to muimur 
and misdoubt that all is not well thence this year. 

* From Throckmorton, he being son to Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, b} Anne 
sister to Sir Nicholas Gaiew 

2 Sir 1 homas Edmondcs ® bir Henr> Carey ^ Sir Julius Caesar 
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Sir Henry Wotton is come, they say, in poor plight, 
having tamed as long as his credit would hold out, and 
with as little hope to procure his entertainment here, at 
any tolerable conditions 

Sarah Swarton is quit, by a public submission on Sunday 
last, at the parish church of St. Martin’s in the Fields, 
and acknowledging her faults and forgenes ; but after- 
ward, as I hear, in the same place, clearing Sir Thomas 
Lake and his lady what she could, and laying all the 
blame on the Lady Boos. On Thursday, Sir Thomas 
Lake was set at liberty (but his wife lies by it still), and 
against his coming home the bells weie rung, and a noise 
of trumpets ready to receive and welcome him and all 
this by Older from himself, if it be ciedible Some few 
days before, there was a warrant brought foi his enlarge- 
ment, m regard of his health, yet, so that be w’as con- 
fined to his brother’s, the Bishop of Bath , which clause 
he misliking, upon pietence that he could not follow 
his business, nor procure so ready payment, unless he 
were more free, he hath gotten to be dismissed upon his 
own bond of ^1000, to appear and present himself when 
he shall be called for. This, and some other reasons, 
make some, that take upon them to know much, to give 
out, that we shall shortly see him in grace again : but, 
for my part, o edat Judaeus Apella 

Young Sir John Smith, that married the Lady Isabella 
Rich, IS stepped aside, and gone over secretly into Fiance, 
which breeds many surmises ; but himself hath wiitten to 
his father, that the clamour of creditors, the high state of 
expense, he was fallen into, the unequal division of his 
maintenance, the avoiding of some company, unfit for him, 
and the enabling himself to live more providentially here- 
after, had caused him to absent himself. 

On St. James’s Eve, upon a leturn, or wager, one went 
from Southwark to Calais, and back again the same day, 
having almost an hour and a half to spare of his limited 
time, which was from broad daylight to sunset. 
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John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, Aognst 23, 1619 

Since I wrote by Mr. Barnard, I received a book of tbe 
Synod, by Hannan the post, and your letter, by Mr. 
Wingfield. On Tuesday last, I vsent with the Lady Wm- 
wood, to render the visit to Ware Park. The young Lady 
Tievor, her niece, with her husband, Mrs Packer, her 
eldest son, and her ward Wingfield, were all her company. 
They found very kind and friendly usage, and came away 
well pleased, but for a mischance that happened to young 
Bedell, the late bridegroom, who, following hard after a 
buck the Lady Wmwood had struck, his horse carried him 
against a tree ; so that with the blow and fall he was 
sorely battered and bruised, and, at our coming away, we 
left him in a burning fever. But a physician was pre- 
sently sent for, and I hope all will be well ; else I shall be 
loth to return thithei to-morrow, for the rest of this 
summer, as I have proposed and promised, if God will. 

I never knew a more empty and barren time for news, 
than this vacation hath been, so that they are fain, almost 
every week, to coin great battles in Bohemia, the revolt 
of the viceroy of Naples, the winning of Cyprus by the 
Spanish fleet ; and now, lastly, the choosing of Ferdinand 
emperor. And yet, withal, the Bishop of Triers might 
be fallen off from the rest of the ecclesiastical electors, 
with a number of such other unlikelihoods. 

And from the court this progress we have as little, 
saving a tale, that Sir Thomas Jermngham hath killed a 
country fellow for opposing his riding over his corn ; which 
I give less credit to, because we had such another of the 
Lord Scroop the week before, that about Henley he had 
killed a young gentleman, one Foster, that had won of 
him at bowls, and other gaming, above j 81500 pieces, be- 
sides his coach and coach-horses : and for refusing to lend 
him them, they fell out. But the truth is, theie was no such 
mishap befel, nor any quarrel, only the young gentleman 
had once won above sESOOO pieces among them, though he 
earned not half away And, indeed, I have not heard a 
greater play than was theie ; as, foi example, they played 
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three pieces glick, as ordinary as folks use to play two 
penny glick 

We had a tale likewise, that the prince was comiu 
back, for being too strictly restrained from his sports ani 
pleasures ; as also of a proper young gentleman, on 
Ventrib, lately come from travel, creeping into favour, b; 
my Lord of Buckingham’s procurement. But I hear 
since, that the gentleman lies sick of the smallpox, thoug 
his beauty little or nothing impaired. 

A blunt brother of Secretary Wmwood’s, one Sir Ed 
ward Richardson, was knighted this progress at Sir Williar 
Cavendish’s. These and such like knights make baionet 
begin to come into request again as of late we have ha( 
three or four, whereof the first was Sir John Villiers 
eldest brother to the Lord of Buckingham, a man so care 
less of honour or coaiting, as the king said, he wouh 
scant give thanks for it, and debated whether he wouh 
accept of it Another was Sir James Lee, attorney o 
the Court of Wards ; besides Sir William Hervey,^ tha 
married the old Countess of Southampton;® and youn; 
Hiekes, son to Sir Michael Hickes, that comes to it, 
know not by what title. Sir Francis Crane hath thre 
baronets given him, in consideration of a project he hat: 
in hand of setting up the making of tapestry and arras. 

The Lady of Montgomery was brought a-bed of a so] 
this day sevennight, whereby Sir William Herbert’s® hope 
are once more m the wain. Auditor Saxie died two o 
three days since, and, they say, hath left his widow ver; 
rich. If I be not mistaken, she is of your old acquaint 
ance, Mrs. Champernoon, that waited on the old Lad; 
Norris Moll Newbury died this last week, and wa 
buned at St. Sepulchre’s. 

Sir Harry Wotton is gone down to meet the king a 
Woodstock, where I hear he will find but cold welcome 
The progress ends on Saturday next, at Windsor. 

We have great noise here of a new spa, or spiing c 
that nature, found lately about Wanstead, and much rur 

^ In the reign of Charles created Lord Hervey, of Kidbroke 

2 Mary, relict of Henry, second Earl of Sonthampton 

3 Made Enight of the Bath at the coronation of James, and by Charles create 
Lord Powis 
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ning there is to it daily both by lords and ladies, and 
othei great company, so that they ha>e almost drawn it 
dry already ; and if it should hold on, it would put down 
the waters at Tonbndge, which for these three or four years 
have been much frequented, specially this summer, by 
many great persons, insomuch that they, which have seen 
both, say it is not inferior to the spa for good company, 
numbers of people, and other appurtenances. 

Yesterday, by good hap, I lighted on Maurice Abbot,* 
and, in conference of East Indian matters, I told him how 
little you were beholden to them, considenng your care 
and pains in this business. He confessed you were for- 
gotten, because you were not in their eye ; but he would 
put some in mind of it, that might see it amended. I w'as 
glad to take this occasion, because Mr. Bell is not always 
to be found, keeping much in the country, and I know not 
when nor w^here to hunt him out ; and, if you hear nothing 
of them befoie I return, I will cause Sir Thomas Smith to 
understand it one way or other. 


Mr. Thomas Murray^ to the Lord Viscount Doncaster. 

Berkhamstead, August 29, 1619 

1 have received your lordship’s, of the 18th, from Aix. 
I being come from the court to refresh me for some 
days here, so soon as I did receive it I did send your letter, 
with the discourse enclosed, to his highness, who, I hope, 
will answer by the same occasion, which, I hope, shall be 
sent You need not doubt of the caution which your 
lordship did prescribe me. We did hear of the contents 
of your last despatches eight days ago, and above, but they 
were not so positively written. I hope God will work 
that in the public cause of Germany and Bohemia, which 
great princes do neglect. 

My lords the Marquis of Hamilton and the chamber- 
lain returned from Holland, and were at court the first 
day his majesty came to Woodstock. My Lady Bedford 

^ A merchant, brother of Archbishop Abbot 

2 Tutor and secretary to Charles when Prince of Wales, and afterwards principal 
of Eton College 
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will hardly escape the loss of her eye. All things are 
preparing for the expediting of the Earl of Suffolk’s cause 
in the Star Chamber the next teim. Sir Thomas Lake, 
having obtained liberty to abide till Michaelmas, must 
return to the Tower, in case his majesty is not earnestly 
moved for favour, which is much solicited by those means 
which are most powerful. My Lord Digby solicits per- 
petually the provision of money for his journey, albeit we 
have no assuiance yet of Gondomar’s coming The Count 
de Tillieres is in London, and is to have his first audience 
at Windsor, seven days hence. 


Extract of a Letter from^ . 

London, September 16, 1619 

I wrote unto you the last week what news came to my 
knowledge since my late return out of the country I left 
you then upon the point of a solemn deliberation, which 
was to be held at that time at Whitehall, about the counsel 
which the king was to give the Piince Elector of Palatine 
concerning his acceptation or lefusal of the crown of 
Bohemia,® all the lords having been sent for from their 
several houses (where most of them were dispersed) about 
this business. But they were eased, at that time, from 
the trouble of that deliberation, by the presentation of the 
advertisement given by the Baron Dhona, that his majesty 
had accepted of the said crown ; or, at least, that he should 
be forced to do it out of han^ being loth, it seemeth, to 
intimate the direct acceptation of it to his maj'esty. 
Whereupon there was another meeting of the council 
appointed, on Sunday, at Wanstead, to resolve about the 
manner of his majesty’s carnage and proceedings in this 
business ; whether he should engage himself unto the said 
king’s assistance or no, and with what means. But his 

1 Probably by the same writer as the preceding , as the originals were found among 
the papers of James Hay, Earl of Carlisle, subsequently m the possession of Lord 
Royston, afterwards Earl of Hardwicke 

2 An insurrection had lately taken place at Prague, and the crown of Bohemia 
had been offered to Frederick, the Elector Palatine, which he eagerly accepted, 
greatly to the satisfac tion of the English people, who were determined to help him 
to retain it, in opposition to the Eraperoi Feidmand 
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majesty, perceiving that the council’s inclinations tended 
to the affirmative, which was against his own, he prevented 
their advices, being come himself to the board with a plain 
declaration that he would not engage himself into the 
quarrel, afore he was satisfied of the justice of the States 
of Bohemia’s proceeding in i enouncing of Ferdinand, whom 
they had formerly chosen for their king. 

Besides that, he said the business did not require such 
a haste of his resolutions, seeing that the winter w'as so 
near at hand, during the which there could be nothing 
done ; upon which speech of his majesty’s all the hoard 
remained mute, there being very few among them that 
had other affections than to favour the lively embracing of 
the cause, both for the common good of the religion, and 
for the particular honour and interest of this State And 
it IS a great heart’s grief to many, that so gloiious and 
brave an occasion should be no better entertained by us, 
and that noble prince no better seconded in his generous 
proceeding Yet will I not deny, but some good judg- 
ments do, with very plausible reasons, justify his majesty’s 
present forbearance ; in that if, upon this first advertise- 
ment, he should break forth into an open declaration and 
assistance of the new king, he should not only belie all 
the former actions and professions of his life, whereby 
he hath got his reputation and title of a peacemaker of 
Christendom, seeing that it would presently cast the im- 
putation on him of having been the author and abettor of 
that enterprise of his son-in-law, but after would be like 
to stir lip the other Catholic princes, as France and others, 
to the defence of the other party, as being a mere quariel 
of religion ; whereas, by this his majesty’s reservedness, it 
18 supposed, they will be contented, and glad, perhaps, to 
see the new greatness of Ferdinand contested by that of 
the new king of Bohemia. With these discourses we must 
comfort ourselves, when we cannot better help it. Yet 
his majesty hath not yet given his definitive answer to the 
Baron Dhona; and your news (as I understand) being 
come on Monday last, with the advertisement of the hasty 
raising of ten thousand men more in your parts, we are 
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now expecting to see what necessity will be able to work 
more than reason in us. 

The preparation of the ships appointed for my Lord 
Digby’s transportation is still going forward, to be ready, 
according to the first order, on the 20th of October ; but 
somebody told me to-day, that Sir Walter Aston, who 
was to go along with him, is marked to forbear the making 
of his preparations. 

Sir Thomas Lake, as I understand, doth sometimes go 
to comfort himself with his lady. It was my good luck 
yesterday to meet him in the street, where I congratulated 
with him for his happy enlargement ; but he told me he 
had it only for a short time by his majesty’s favour, for 
his health’s sake, and that he knew not afterwards what 
should become of him. You have heard how he hath put 
in a bond for his returning into the Tower on Michaelmas- 
day, and it is by some presumed that he must do it, 
because he has come out without making acknowledgment 
of his faults , yet he was as earnest with me as ever, to 
inquire after news in France. 

I do not doubt but you have heard also of the jar 
between my lord marquis and my lord chamberlain, about 
the disposing of the groom-porter’s place ; but that matter 
seemeth now to be pacified. 

Sir Thomas Roe is come back out of the Indies, in a 
ship worth, by report, 60,000, but he is not yet arrived 
heie ; neither hath he sent his letters, whereby to know 
how matters are in those parts. But out of Holland, it is 
reported that Sir Thomas Dale’s is sunk, by hitting at 
night against an island near Bantum; and that Sir 
Thomas, having escaped of that danger, did afterwards 
take one of their ships, and drove nine more out of the 
haven of Lucatra, and was besieging the fort which they 
have in that place ; of which proceedings they have sent 
one hither to complain, and to let our company know that 
for these occasions, which are like much to consume their 
people there, they are resolved to send a greater supply of 
ships thither this winter than they did before propose. 
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Ext) act of a letter from . 

liOndon, September 17, 1619 

Touching the moving of this court, I have as yet received 
very little information on which to ground my advertise- 
ments. This I find for certain ; the Baron Dhona hitherto 
hath received little or no satisfaction in the subject he 
hath dealt in. 

His majesty, in full assembly of the council, at Wan- 
stead, on Sunday last, declared much coldness to meddle 
in the quarrel, delivenng that he would, in the first place, 
he fully satisfied of the equity of the grounds, and reasons 
upon which the Bohemians had renounced the sovereignty 
of Ferdinand, how he grew to be deserted, and what power 
and warrant they had to make this new election. Next, 
if he should even presently find reason to affect the business, 
yet the time of winter so near approaching, there was no 
necessity of sending succours out of hand. I have learned 
that the most of the court came very well prepared to have 
remonstrated to his majesty the necessity that lay upon 
him to embark himself in the action. But, as his maj'esty 
carried his speech, there was left no place for their advices. 
Some are of opinion that the Marquis Buckingham is a 
furtherer of the resolution that way, having lately used this 
speech. That, as he had received all he had from his 
majesty’s most gracious favour and bounty, so he was ready 
to spend it all in the cause of the King of Bohemia, wherein 
this kingdom had so great an interest. 

If this were his speech, I know not how this realm or 
the people can love and honour him sufficiently. I will 
believe he used it until I know more. 

The Spanish party bestir their utmost to hinder the 
assistance, expressing many panic fears of the consequence 
that the same may draw after them ; and what swarms of 
enemies his majesty is like to pluck upon his arms at once. 

It is said, that in the declaration showed here by the 
Baron Dhona, touching the Bohemian’s proceeding, there 
was no passage wherein it was said that they were forced, 
for such and such reasons, to use fenestration, a word 
which they thought was the fittest to express the act of 
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casting some out of the window. And, by occasion of it, 
a pnvy councillor, whispering another in the ear, wished 
that fenestration were the reward of such that had their 
tongues so Hispaniolised. 

The pique between the Lord Chamberlain and the 
Lord Marquis Buckingham, about the groom-porter’s place, 
is not yet reconciled My Lord Digby doth prepare for his 
journey ; of his ^20,000, impiessed by warrant, he hath 
obtained £3000, other £7000 to be paid him in Michaelmas 
term , and the rest of it is assigned upon a receiver of his 
majesty’s revenue. 

The business of the Dutch proceedeth, and the late lord 
treasurer can get no remission, but that he must be forced 
to abide the trial of the Star Chamber. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, October 36, 1619 

On Wednesday last, being our first Star Chambei-day 
this term, Corteen, Burlamachi, and another Dutchman, 
were called into that court, ore tenus, for going about to 
corrupt certain witnesses, that had deposed against them, 
touching transportation of gold, and seeking, by indirect 
means, to make them retract what they had said and 
vntnessed How well this misdemeanour w'^as urged and 
proved against them, or how well they answered foi them- 
selves, I have heard diversely reported, and were long to 
relate ; but, in conclusion, they were all censured to im- 
prisonment, during the king’s pleasure, and Courteen fined 
at £2000. Burlamachi, after much commendation other- 
wise, and many good words from the Earl of Arundel and 
others, at 2000 marks, and the third at £500 ; but all 
this is nothing to the mam matter, that is threatened to 
hang over their heads, which puts many of our strangers 
into such a fright, that I hear they make preparation to 
be gone ; and Burlamachi makes profession, that he will 
tarry no longer than the determination and finishing of 
this business. 

Yesterday, the Lord Holies, or Houghton, was con- 
demned there in £l0 costs to the Lord Coke, and to im- 
prisonment in the Fleet, for not answering to certain 
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interrogatories ministered to him in a cause depending be- 
tween them in that court. 

On Wednesday, the Lord of Suffolk’s case is to be 
handled there, if no supersedeas comes in the mean time, 
as now and then the news luns, sometimes one way, 
sometimes the other. 

About a fortnight since. Sir John Whitbrook was stabbed 
and killed m the Fleet, by Boughton, one of his fellow- 
pi isoners The case is the harder, for that he had made 
means divers times to the warden or keeper, to be separated 
from such an unruly chamber-fellow, and could not obtain 
it. The matter is not yet come to trial , so that I do not 
thoroughly understand the evidence. 

There be likewise two or three deer- stealers in the 
King’s Bench, for hunting in Hyde Park, and killing a 
keeper, for which they were indicted yesterday at West- 
minster, and are like to be arraigned shortly But the 
case is not so foul as it seems at first sight, if it is tiue 
they were set on, by a letter of Sir Thomas Watson’s, to 
entrap certain notorious stealers, by a double train ; and 
that the keepers had notice of their coming, as they 
pretend, and shot hail-shot among them at their first 
approach. 

I met your nephew Carleton in Paul’s, on Sunday, who 
told me, that the day before, he had a lamentable letter 
from bis father, that his wife was on the point to leave 
this world, and lay speechless, so that, in all likelihood, 
she is departed 

Sir Garrat Samms is in hot pursuit, and in great hopes 
of obtaining the widow Saxie, which I should take for no 
great purchase, for his father’s only son to marry a wife 
almost double his age, for a matter of five oi six thousand 
pounds, at most, but that necessity hath no law, nor reason. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, rsTovember 20, 1619 

Here is so little alteration since my last, that I should 
scant have written this week but to retract what I sent 

VOL ii. o 
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you concerning the Lord of Suffolk’s censure; for the 
Lord Coke having the leading, and thundering out 
s6l 00,000, imprisonment in the Tower, duiing the king’s 
pleasure, for him and his lady asundei, at their ov^n 
charge, and xestitution to the parties aggrieved, and for Sir 
John Bingley, 105000 fine, 'with imprisonment in the 
Fleet And this being seconded by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer,' bred an opinion in them that came away, 
and heard no further, that this sentence would pass current. 
But when it came to the Loid Hobart’s® turn, he so turned 
the tide, that no man dissented from him after he had 
spoken, but only Secretary Naunton, who concurred with 
the Lord Coke and the Duke of Lennox gave a touch, 
that he could have been content the fine had continued at 
the highest, that the king’s mercy might appear the more. 
But the Lord Hobart did so anatomize the cause, as my 
Lord Chancellor termed it, and gave so good reasons for 
every paiticular, that he brought down the one fine to 
£30,000, and the other to £2000 ; adding, withal, that 
the institution of that court was not to rum men and 
their families , that it might fine, but not ransom so far 
as that salvo eontenimento (a phrase of Magna Charta), 
a man should not have means to uphold his degree, which, 
being approved by all, without exception, but him I 
named before, hath gained him a general good opinion ; 
though, if all be true I hear, he hath got no good by it to 
himself, and shall find little thanks for his labour. But, 
according to this sentence. Sir John Bingley went to the 
Fleet on Tuesday; and yesterday, or this morning, my 
Lord of Suffolk and his lady are for the Tower, where 
some wags take the liberty to say, they hold a council- 
table, being furnished with a lord treasuier,® a lord cham- 
berlain,* a captain of the pensioners, and a secretary ;® and 
the ladies may, likewise, keep a conventicle, if they admit 
the old Countess of Shrewsbury into their company, though 
she IS somewhat fantastic 

The Lady of Bedford hath gotten an imposition of two- 
pence a chaldron upon sea-coal . and yet all will not serve, 

1 Sir Fulk GieviUe ^ Sir Henry Hobart, lord chief justice 

3 Earl of Suifolk ^ Earl of Somerset ® Sir Thomas Lake. 
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for she is upon selling all the land that descended to liei 
from her father or her brother, being, they say, l£50,000 
in debt, as that the overplus will hardly amount to 
^ 20 , 000 . 

The king cut off the difference about the groom-porter- 
ship by telling the lord chamberlain, that what right soever 
he had, he should [not] bestow it upon him , so that one 
Cotterel, a creature of the Lord of Buckingham’s, placed 
in by him, continues the possession without interruption 
But I hear there is a new pique fallen out ; for the lord 
chamberlain being upon the point of agreement with the 
Earl of Nottingham for the justiceship of Eyre, on this 
side Trent, and acquainting the Lord of Buckingham 
withal, with offer to exchange with him for that beyond 
Trent, which he had enjoyed ever since the death of the 
Earl of Shrewsbury, the matter so falls out, that the Lord 
of Buckingham hath fully concluded with the Eail of 
Nottingham, and lesigned his place beyond Trent to the 
Earl of Rutland. 

This week here was a pink of Dunkiik laden with Eng- 
lishmen’s goods, surprised in the night by ceitain lewd 
fellows about Blackwall, and carried quite away. 

Taverner is clapt up in the King’s Bench, and threatened 
to have forfeited his pardon, for giving ill language to the 
Lord of Northampton, and other misdemeanours. 

We have lately lost Samuel Daniel, the poet , Serjeant 
Chapone, a great lawyer of Essex ; and Sii Edmond Wi- 
thipole, who, being cut of the stone this day sevennight, 
died within four days after 

Though the expectation of the Count Gondomai’s 
coming grows cold, and that we begin to mistrust the 
Spaniards do but dally and trifle with us, yet Sir Walter 
Aston hath order presently to prepare himself and be gone 
through France. 

Yesterday, the business of the merchant strangers was 
set on foot again m the Star Chamber, and some two or 
three and twenty more brought in, than were in the former 
Bill, among whom are, Peter Van Lere, Sir Thomas 
Cottels, and others; so that in conclusion it seems they 

0 2 
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must give down their milk one way or other ; but whether 
this be a thriving course mderit utilitas. 


J ohn ChamheTlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, January 1, 1619-20 

Since I received youi letter of the 1 5 th of December, 
here hath little fallen out worth the writing, but only the 
king’s coming to town the day before Christmas-eve, and 
little hath passed at court besides plays and revels, but 
only that on Christmas-day the Lord Walden was willed 
to forbear waiting in his place , and the same night Sir 
Thomas Houaid passing near the king at supper, it was 
thought somewhat audacious, and the prince had com- 
mandment to dischaige him his service. Their boldness 
IS the more raishked, for that the Lord of Suffolk’s and his 
lady’s release out of the Tower was upon condition and 
promise that their sons should relinquish their places. But 
it seems they meant it not 

We expect the Lord of Doncaster with some devotion, 
to see if his coming will make the alteration much spoken 
of, for him to be lord chamberlain, and the Loid of Pem- 
broke, treasurer Which, if it should fall out, what would 
become of the Lord of Arundel’s and his lady^s due and 
daily observance, who are like to have but an ill year of 
it, specially if the Countess of Pembroke’s child live, and 
prove well, which would be out of their way more than I 
think they are worth • and that great bellied lady is now 
going to he down at Wilton. 

The Venetian ambassador had audience on Christmas- 
eve, and was at court again the Sunday following with 
great pomp and show of coaches, which is almost out of 
fashion here, and the French familiarity grows more in 
request So that the Fiench ambassador made a feast on 
Thursday last, at noon, to the Duke of Lennox, Marquis 
Buckingham, Marquis Hamilton, and some few other 
courtiers ; who have a meaning on Monday next to re- 
quite his courtesy with a masque ; but the world says 
the loadstone of all this domestichezm is a kinswoman of 
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the ambassador’s, or his wife’s, a dainty young demoiselle, 
and, in the judgment of other choice dames, a fine piece for 
a French woman. 

The Lady Elizabeth Hatton, upon whose ground I know 
not, hath undertaken a task e\er since before Christmas, 
to make a feast, with dancing and levelling, every Thurs- 
day night, till Lent, wherein her standing guests, besides 
others, are, the Eail of Warwick and his lady , the Vis- 
count Puibeck and his lady; Mr. Treasuier,' with his sou 
and daughter, who is commonly very jovial at such meet- 
ings, though he had but a cross encounter there not long 
since The Lord of Buckingham is so oppressed with 
multiplying of business, that he puts over a gieat part to 
his brother Purbeck, and, as I hear, refers all suitors to 
him, to come in by that door 

The merchant strangers that are in the Fleet have made 
means and petitions to the king by Sir Noel Caron, by the 
Dutch and French Churches, and by their wives, childien, 
and friends ; but I hear not yet with what success. I send 
here an authentic list of their names, which I had of your 
bi other Williams, as they are set down, and estreated into 
that office. But, when all is done, they will have much to 
do to make up any great sum, for many of them are but 
poor men, not worth what they be fined at , and some be 
[surety] for others, that will let them lie by it : but the 
worst IS, divers of them do, with deep execrations, forswear 
the fact for which they are censured, as Van Lere, for one, 
who in good company at dinner of late said, that when he 
had ended the business he would bid England farewell ; 
and being told that it was no great loss to him, being 
otherwise so well feathered, having store of land in Eng- 
land ; to which he answered, he had children here to leave 
it to : but for himself, he would go to save his skin ; for 
they, that upon such witness could take away his goods, 
might, when they pleased, take his life. To say the truth, 
the carnage of the whole business sounds not so well with 
us here at home, whatsoever it doth abroad : and I am 
somewhat of that lord’s opinion, who, when it came to his 
turn, said, that for his part he understood not the matter, 

* Sir Thomas Edmondes 
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but would proceed as the rest, fide imphcitd. What the 
consequence, for matter of trade, and for our merchants’ 
affairs elsewhere,^ may be hereafter, indent utihtas , but 
the farmers of the customs feel it, and complain already, 
among whom Sir John Wolstenholme was, by the king’s 
commandment, committed of late to his house for mutter- 
ing against a patent, and newly-erected office in the Custom 
House, to the prejudice and undoing of their under clerks 
and writers. 

I hear now at dinner that the Lord of Doncaster comes 
this day to court. 


John Chanherlatn, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, February 12, 1619 20 

Yesterday, I received your letter by your nephew, 
Dudley, but have not yet perused Master Pory’s business, 
which I will impart to Sir Dudley Digges, if he come in 
any time He went away on Wednesday last, and left this 
enclosed, which, I think, gives notice that the dry-handed 
Indians will remember themselves and you better than 
they have done I acquainted him with so much as you 
wrote touching the point, that you would not have it 
pressed ; for God and men love a cheerful giver, as well 
as a grateful receiver • so that how it comes about I know 
not, unless by reason of the voice that runs of your return, 
which, upon better advice, I do not think to be likely, till 
the treaty of renewing the truce be fully finished. 

We hear the king will be here within this fortnight, and 
spend all the Lent hereabout They pass the time meriily 
at Newmarket, and the running masque reigns all over the 
country, where there be fit subjects to entertain it , as 
lately they have been at Sir John Crofton’s, near Bury ; 
and, in requital, those ladies have invited them to a masque 
of their own invention, all those fair sisters being sum- 
moned for the purpose ; so that on Thursday next, the 
king, pnnce, and all the court, go thither a shroving. 

^ Englishmen were almost ashamed to show their faces on the continent, the 
pusillammoas conduct and mischievous rule of the monarch had so degraded the 
character of the country 
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Some ten or twelve days since there fell out an unlucky 
accident, by reason of a quanel and challenge ’twixt two 
Scottishmen, Sir Robeit Ker,' near about the prince, and 
Maxwell,' bi other to him of the bedchamber, who was left 
dead in the field, though he held himself the braver man, 
upon the success of having killed one before m Scotland, 
and another m France But the king says, though he 
pardoned him then, and the French king after, yet it 
seems God would not pardon him now. Upon the prince’s 
humble and earnest entreaty, assisted by the Duke of 
Lennox, and Marquis Hamilton, together with the coroner’s 
inquest finding it but manslaughter, the king is pleased to 
remit the offence; and that Ker be restored to former 
favour, the rather for that he was extremely ^urged, and 
could not by any reasonable means avoid it The quarrel 
giew at Thomas Murray’s table upon some speech Ker 
used touching the deportment of Monsieur Lagnes, the 
French king’s favourite; which the other would needs in- 
teipret to be meant by somebody ® here at home, and 
thieatened he would force him to confess it ; which outre 
creatice it seems proceeded of the success aforesaid 

Dick Taverner died this week of the smallpox and gout 
together, and made fearful end, if all be as is reported. 
The Earl of Dorset^ is a proud man, of a young son his 
lady brought him the 2nd of this month. We hear the 
Lord Walden’s son was christened on Thursday last, at 
Audley-End, by the Duke of Lennox, as deputy for the 
king, and the Marquis Buckingham. The king speaks of 
a second journey into Scotland the next year. 

There be about fifty merchant strangers more, besides 
two or three English, called into the Star Chamber, about 
the old business of transporting of gold, and^ are like 
enough to undergo the same censure with their fellows, 
unless they come to composition, and make their peace 
in time. The Dutch and French churches here grieve 

^ Afterwards created Earl of Ancram ® Charles ® Buckingham 

4 Richard SackviUe his father had been lord treasurer There is a letter in 
Birch, Life of Prince Henry,” p 1S9, m which the prince sues to the king that he 
may have him as his ward, he being then a minor, and the old lord on the poi^ of 
death two days before this event, he was married to Lady Anne Chtford 
(daughter and heir of George, Eari of Cumbeiland), m her mother’s chambers m 
Austin Friars 
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much at the matter, as feariag it will be their utter rmn. 
We hear, likewise, (how truly I know not) that divers 
gentlemen are called in question there for lying heie in 
town, and not keeping houses in Christmas, as they were 
enjoined by a certain proclamation two or three years 
since. Among whom, I remember. Sir Isaac Sedley is 
named for one 

The lord privy seal’ sat twice or thrice this week in the 
Court of Requests, as being incident to his office to be 
chief judge theie. Some say he did it by commandment 
from the king, who means to make it a petty chancery. 
Others think, that having received some rubs of late, and 
sore for fear of worse to resign a patent he had of saltpetre, 
and making of powder, he is willing to retire himself, and 
so to advance and advantage himself in parting with his 
place, being in speech with the Earl of Arundel, who doth 
hunger and thiist after some place of employment. 

We aie here in a strange case to complain of plenty : 
but so It IS, that corn beareth so low a price, that tenants 
and farmers are veiy backward to pay their rents ; and, in 
many places, plead disability, for remedy whereof, the 
council have wiitten letters into every shire, and some say 
to every market tovra, to provide a granary, or storehouse, 
with a stock to buy corn, and keep it for a dear year. 
But, though this be well advised, and make a fair show in 
speculation, yet the difficulties be so many, that it will 
not be so easy to put it in practice. 

Our pulpits ring continually of the insolence and im- 
prudence of women ; and to help forward, the players have 
likewise taken them to task ; and so to the ballads and 
ballad-singers ; so that they can come nowhere but their 
ears tingle. And, if all this will not serve, the king 
threatens to fall upon their husbands, parents, or fiiends, 
that have, or should have power over them, and make 
them pay for it.® 

We flatter ourselves, that the Bohemian ambassador 
hath better audience and acceptance ; and that he rests 

1 Earl of Worcester. 

2 The insolence and imprudence of women’ were the natural fruits of avii-ious 
and depraved court 
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reasonably satisfied but, till I see more certain and real 
signs of fluit, I shall not greatly regaul such fading 
flowers.' 


John Chamlei lam, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carlcton. 

London, February 2b, 1619-20 

These cold, easterly winds, that have lasted now this 
fortnight, have brought us no other good but your letters 
of the 7th of this present, together with the ambassador of 
the Union, who on Thursday went to Theobalds, where 
the king hath been ever since Monday, and comes back 
with as cold comfort as he went ; for, we say, that by the 
treaty, the king is not bound to assist them, but in a 
defensive war for religion ; of which nature this is not, 
for we dispute daily against the Bohemian title; and, 
withal, the falling away of the Piiiice of Transylvania, 
under colour of a truce, gives a great blow to the cause, as 
we understand it here ; for, let him palliate it with what 
pretence he will, yet it is manifest the Imperialists have 
gone beyond them in breaking the knot of confederacy, 
and do follow the rule of divide et inipera , for Tacitus 
makes it the old dispute, both of that country and ours, 
dum singuli pugnant oinnes vincuntur , and the States’ 
emblem, of a fagot, or sheaf of arrows, might have put 
them in mind that vis unita fortior. Here is one Sir 
Andrew Gray, a Scot, come from Bohemia, who makes for 
leave to raise 2000 voluntaries ; which, if he can compass, 
is but a poor handful. 

The king comes to town this day, and hath lately given 
the Lord of Doncaster ^20,000 towards his pains in his 
last journey. In the mean time, we are here in so great 
straits for money, that we are fain to make a breach into 
the assignation for maintenance of the navy, which course 
is like to bnng all back to the former confusion ; and such 
shifting and searching into all manner of grants and 
patents, that the broad seal, which was heretofore held so 
sure and sacred, is now become no sound evidence 

^ The kiDg was a long time before he could makeup his mind to afford any assist- 
ance to his son in-law, and ultimately bestowed just as much as could be of no use 
to him* 
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One Peacock, some time a schoolmaster and a mmister, 
but a very busy-brained fellow, was the last week com- 
mitted to the Tower, for practising to infatuate the king’s 
judgment by sorcery, they say, in the business of Sir 
Thomas Lake, and the Lady of Exeter. He hath been 
strictly examined by the lord chancellor, the Loid Coke, 
the lord chief justice, the attorney, solicitoi, and others ; 
and on Tuesday, was hanged up by the wrists; and, 
though he were very impatient of the torture, and swooned 
once or twice, yet I cannot learn that they have wiung 
any great matter out of him. Sir Thomas Lake was 
confronted with him at the lord chancellor’s, wherein a 
suspicion anses, that the matter may reach to him or his 
lady. 

On Saturday last. Sir Thomas Holcroft, an old knight, 
that long since killed the Lord Burgh’s elder brother,^ fell 
down a pair of stairs at his lodging in the Strand, and so 
bruised his skull that he died this morning. 

I forgot, in my last, that Sir Francis Nethersole was 
then newly married to Mrs. Goodyere, that served the 
Lady of Bedford, who gave her i6500 or ^700, besides 
^500 she bestowed upon them in gloves ; which brought 
in a great contribution of plate, to make up a portion, 
which her father. Sir Henry, could not give. Sir Robert 
Cary’s eldest son,® a knight, hath likewise married Sir 
Lionel Cranfield’s daughter, but with what conditions I 
cannot tell. 

We expect still the Spanish ambassador; but I know 
not how it IS, after such a manner as the boys used to play 
at, he comes, and he comes not. For one week we hear 
he IS at Pans, and the next that he is not on his way. 
Once it is thought the Lord Digby attends him with gieat 
devotion, and I hear of some cross language passed ’twixt 
him and the Lord North, at a table in court, about a 
j'ourney Sir John North is making to the River of Amazon, 
in Guiana, which the Lord Digby argued against, as being 
to the prejudice of the King of Spain; and that the 
ambassador, at his coming, would hinder it. To which 
Lord North replied, that then he wished he might never 

1 Second son of William, fifth Baron de Burgli 2 Henry 
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come ; and, withal, that he took the Lord Digby for the 
King of England’s ambassador in Spam; b^ut that it 
seemed he is rather the King of Spain’s ambassador in 
England. 

IVIr. Wingfield never sees me but he inquiies for an 
answer of his last letter ; so that, it seems, they that will 
have correspondence with him mast keep touch at their 
turn. 


The Rev. Thomas Lorkin to . 

Emanuel College, March 8, 1619-20 

Yesterday, Sir Robert Kerr’ received his trial here at 
Cambridge for killing Maxwell, who, according to the in- 
dictment framed against him, was found guilty of man- 
slaughter, and pleaded his rank for his life. The burning 
of the hand was suspended till his majesty’s further 
pleasure should be known ; only caution was taken for his 
appearance (£2000 bonds, which he and his sureties put 
in between them), whensoever his majesty should com- 
mand the execution. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, April 29, 1620 

We have here a great commission come forth for the 
business of Paul’s, comprehending all the council therein, 
divers bishops, with the residentiaries of that church, 
divers aldermen, and other citizens; and, for want of 
better, Mr Wyraarke and myself, that am very unfit for 
any such employment, and I know not how I came in, 
unless it be for ray love to the place. The whole number 
is sixty-six; and the first day of sitting was this day 
sennight, when there was little or nothing done, but order 
taken how to proceed. I have not been among them 
since, so little joy I take in the oflSoe. The king is very 
earnest to set it forward, and they begin hotly; but I 
doubt, when all is done, it will prove, as they say, Paul’s 
work. All the commissioners were invited to dine that 

^ Camdeni JnncUes Jacobi., p 63 
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day with the lord mayor, but, because I love not such con- 
fusion of company, I went not , yet, if I had known we 
should have met there such a bride as my lord mayor’s 
daughter, married that morning to my Loid Effingham, it 
might by chance have tempted me. I do not greatly 
allow my lord mayor’s judgment to purchase so poor 
honour with the price of his daughter, a handsome young 
woman, they say ; and to bestow her on a man so worn 
out in state, credit, years, and otherwise But the match 
may prove reasonably indifferent ; for as they can look for 
nothing from him but bare honour, so, from her side, 
they are to expect no great matter more than money. 

The king is now at Gieenwich, where the solemnity of 
St. George’s day was kept on Thursday last. The only 
thing of note I hear thence is, that, it coming to the 
Maiquis Buckingham’s turn to be coupled m one mess 
with the Earl of Rutland, he left him single to himself, 
and consorted with the Earl of Leicester, and yet the 
opinion is, the match must go on with his daughter, or 
else he should do her great wrong, as well in other respects, 
as that she hath condescended so far, for his sake and his 
mother’s, as to be converted. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, July 8, 1620 

Our ambassadors are all despatched and gone ; as well 
Sir Harry Wotton, Sir Edward Conway, and Sir Richard 
Weston, and Sir John Merrick, this day sevennight Sir 
Henry Wotton is as confident of himself, and his dexterity 
in managing the business he goes about, that he told divers 
of our captains he was in hope to effect that they should 
keep their swords in their scabbards. In the mean time, 
our new levies go on but heavily, and whereas they 
thought they should have been oppressed with followers, 
they are fain to send far and near into the country to 
make up their numbers , which, if they were more fuU, 
they would be gone presently this next week. 

I am sorry Sir Horace Vere should go so slenderly 
accompanied as to command but two thousand men; 
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■whicli gives the Spanish ambassador occasion to break 
jests, and say, he must needs confess we are a veiy brave 
nation, that dare adventure with two thousand men to 
encounter ten thousand. 

The king is now about Oatlands and Windsor, hut ex- 
pected heie this day or to-morrow. The progress begins 
the 18th of this month, and then we are like to have little 
to do, seeing this last term is past over without any 
remarkable matter, more than the censuring of a pur- 
suivant, m the Star Chamber, for making a traffic of 
taking priests, and letting them go for money. And 
there was another fellow expected, for giving out, openly 
and every where, that before Michaelmas we should have 
toleration for religion. Indeed, the world is now much 
terrified with the Star Chamber, there being not so little 
an offence against any pioclamation, but is liable and 
subject to the censure of that court And for proclama- 
tions and patents, they are become so ordinary, that there 
is no end, every day bringing forth some new project or 
other. As, within these two days, here is one come forth 
for tobacco, wholly engrossed by Sir Thomas Roe and his 
partners, which, if they can keep and maintain against the 
general clamour, will be a matter of great commodity ; 
unless peiadventure, indignation, rather than all other 
reasons, may bring that filthy weed out of use. In truth, 
the world doth even groan under the burthen of these per- 
petual patents, which are become so frequent, that whereas, 
at the king’s coming in, there were complaints of some 
eight or nine monopolies then in being, they are now said 
to be multiplied to so many scores. 

The king hath lately decided the question, for eails’ 
younger sons to have precedence of knights councillors ; 
which was a controversy some men think might have been 
left as it was found, for divers reasons. 

The attorney-general is now suspended from his office, 
and the solicitor-general' hath the execution of the place 
till further order There is a bill put into the Star 
Chamber against the attorney, the last® and this lord 
mayor, the recorder,® and common council of the city, for 

^ Sir Thomas Coventry * Sir Sebastian Harvey ^ Su Robert Heath 
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combination and conspiracy, to the prejudice of the crown, 
in renewing their charter, about this time twelvemonth. 
But I hear the attorney submitteth himself, and confesseth 
his ignorances and errors, being weU advised not to stand 
and defend that he cannot well avoid ; and the city offers 
to render up their charter, and take it as before. 

Here is a grand bruit as if some great lawyers were like 
to be called in question for malversation ; but, if there 
be any such meaning, they are wise enough to make their 
peace. 

The Spanish heretic, that was condemned three or four 
years since, died lately in Newgate , and, though he lived 
so miserably that he was almost starved, yet there were 
forty good ducats in gold found in his patched rags, after 
his decease. 

The last week, the Virginia Company chose the Earl of 
Southampton for their treasurer or governor, who accepted, 
and there is hope matters will go forward there better 
than heietofore. If Harman call, I will send you a book 
of all their orders and constitutions, with the names of all 
the adventurers, and the sums. 

On Tuesday, Sir Thomas Smith, without any contia- 
diction, was re-established governor of the East India 
Company, by reason of a letter from the king, wishing 
them not to alter their officers and committees , in which 
regard, Mr. BeU likewise continues his place, though, 
otherwise, he sink very much in sound, and, ’tis thought, 
would not have been heard or seen here long, if this had 
not fallen out. Yet, I understand, he had procured a 
good condition for himself, to be the East India Company’s 
agent at Amsterdam, with provision of ^400 a-year offered 
him, but he stood upon i6500. Sir Dudley Digges thinks 
he hath somewhat in deposito for you ; and that he meant 
to bring it with him when he should come. 

To-morrow, Di Tounson is to be confirmed Bishop of 
Salisbury at Lambeth, and Dr. Williams to be admitted 
Dean of Westminster. 
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John Ghamherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

Loodon, July 27, 1620 

I sent your letter to Sir John Wolstenholme, who was 
then in the country, at Clay Hall, which he lately bought 
of the Lady Hatton, Sir Christopher’s widow. I have not 
seen him since, but Will Fanshawtold me how exceedingly 
kindly he takes it, that you would vouchsafe to write to 
him, and afford such favour to his son ; for whom likewise, 
and for your good remembrance of himself, Will Fanshaw 
desired me to return his thankful acknowledgments. 

The king is m progress by this time as far as Salisbury, 
and makes his return by Farnham Castle, where the Bishop 
of Winchester entertains him, and makes account it will 
cost him 1 000. Sir Thomas Monson kissed the king’s 
hand not long before his going home, and was in a fair 
way, however, it is crossed, to be restored to his former 
place of the hawks The Earl of Suffolk likewise kissed 
Ins hand the day before he went, and had more than half 
an hour's talk with him, all alone. His whole fine is 
remitted, saving AlOOO, which must be paid the Loid 
Hadmgton, to appease his discontent 

Most of our councillors have quitted this town, and are 
gone their several ways. The loid archbishop to Can- 
terbury, the lord chancellor to Gorhambury, and the Lord 
Digby to Sherboum, and so onward on his journey for 
Spam, having provided above fourscore yards of tawny 
velvet to guard thirty-two liveries, and I know not how 
much tawny satin, to make them hose and cassocks. 

I hear of one Fawcet, a Scottish Dominican, long bred 
at Rome, and sent hither to be with the Spanish ambas- 
sador, that he is converted, and become a Protestant ; 
which the ambassador storms mightily at, and demands to 
have him delivered as belonging to him. 

Sir William Smith, that, more than two months since, 
was cut for stone m the bladder, and a huge stone taken 
from him, though he seemed to be well healed, and held 
out so long, yet by some disorder is lately dead. On Sa- 
turday, great stoie of Popish books were burnt in Paul’s 
Churchyard; wherein, among other eriois, were foul and 
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scandalous speeches against Queen Elizabeth and her 
government. 

Our commission for Paul’s begins very roughly, having 
taken order, that all the houses at the east and west ends 
shall he pulled down and demolished before the 1st of 
September, and those on the south and north sides before 
Whitsuntide next: which is somewhat a hard case for 
more than 2000 souls, one and another, as they pretend, 
to be turned out of house and home upon so short a warn- 
ing, and with so little hope or appearance of recompense 
Whereupon they made petition to the king at his being 
here; but he referred them back to the commissioners, 
saying that stat sentenha, and they must down, but would 
have some means found to give them satisfaction, which is 
a matter not so easily done as said ; for, to begin withal, 
the commissioners are fain to rate themselves at j 620 a 
man, to defray the charge of pulling down the houses, and 
filling up the cellars and holes But, for mine own part, 
I must confess I am so tender-hearted, that, if I must 
needs pay this money, I had rather it should go ad cedt- 
ficahonem than ad rmnam , but, by this manner of pro- 
ceeding, I doubt we shall see hard courses taken, which 
will rather cause a cry and clamour than give content- 
ment. God turn all to the best ' 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Garleton 

London, August 4, 1620 

Sir George Smith is come to a fair preferment for a 
man of his rank, to trail a pike in my Lord of Oxford’s 
company, of whom some idle companion hath made a ridi- 
culous rhyme, which goes about , but as I am no author, 
so should be no spreader of it but to yourself. — 

Some say Sir Edward Cecil can 
Do as much as any man , 

But I say no — for Sir Horace Vere 
Hath carried the Earl of Oxford where 
He neither shall have wme nor cheer 
Now Hercules himself could do no more 

The king is now at Salisbury, whither the Viscount 
Hadington is gone to present himself to-morrow to him, 
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the day of his good fate and fortune.’ All the nevrs we 
have tins progress is, that a young gentleman of good sort, 
one Waldron, was killed by the rise or bound of a buck in 
the king’s presence, in a park of the Loid of Hertford. 
Sir Thomas Howard’s entertainment of the king at a 
house of his in Wiltshire was much commended, and well 
accepted. 

There is speech the king will shorten his progress; 
upon what reason I know not, but that some give out 
there be at least 200 or 300 Jesuits, priests and friars, 
lately come over, and grow so bold, that they go up and 
down in some places in their habits. 

The Spanish ambassador went yesterday to Hampton 
Court, where he hath obtained leave to he and lodge tins 
summer. 

The fleet of six of the king’s ships, and fourteen mer- 
chants, are m a manner ready, and have a meaning, if the 
weather serve, to pass along in sight of the king, when he 
is at the sea-side. The world will not believe but what 
their chief errand and employment is to fetch the infanta.® 

The Earl of Dorset’s young and only son died this last 
week of the measles. 

The demolishment of the houses about Paul’s is threat- 
ened every day, but the people either do not or will not 
seem to believe it, noi do, nor remove, nor avoid ; but some 
make jests, as if it were not meant in earnest ; and one in 
knavery wrote upon his door, “ Stet quaiso, candide lector” 


John Chamberlmn, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carletcm. 

London, October 14, 1620 

The term is yet so young, that it hath brought forth 
hitherto little or nothing worth the relating, only the first 
day Sir Thomas Chamberlain, chief justice of Wales and 
Chester, was sworn a judge of the King’s Bench : at whose 
admission the lord chancellor took occasion to enlarge 
upon the prerogative, and how near it was of km and of 

* The anniversary of his delivery from the Gowry conspiracy 

2 The infanta of Spam Negociations had been earned on for some time by 
James for her marriage with his son 

VOL 11 P 
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blood (as he teimed it) to the common law; saying fur- 
ther, howsoever some unlearned lawyers might prattle to 
the contrary, that it was the accomplishment and perfec- 
tion of the common law. Which new doctrine but now 
broached, is perhaps to prepare the way to a purpose in 
hand, that all men shall pay by way of subsidy, as if it 
weie done by parliament ; and those that refuse, their 
names to be certified, that other order may be taken with 
them. This hath quite put down the speech of a parlia- 
ment for the piesent, and perhaps the name of it for here- 
after. Though the nobility and council went cheerfully 
on in the former course of benevolence or contnbution, 
some oifenng largely for the present, some for years, 
among whom Secretary Naunton rated himself at jgSOO a 
year, d gnerra finita, if he lived so long; yet it was 
thought it would not hold out, and that it would prove a 
reckoning without our host Wherefore it was found 
requisite to make it a common burthen, that so it might 
be the better borne. 

The Earl of Suffolk grows still in grace, and it was 
verily thought and said this week, that he should recover 
the council-table Thus we see how it please fortune to 
play fast and loose ; and it is likewise thought, that if 
Sir Thomas Lake had not fallen into this late misfortune 
of breaking his arm, being otherwise sore bruised and 
brushed, that he had been in his old remitter , so potent 
are the means and mediation of the Spanish ambassador, 
as you may partly perceive by this enclosed letter of 
supererogation, wheiem he is more than justified, and 
which he hath disposed and sent far and near. 

Sir John Samms is stept aside and gone for Bohemia, as 
is pretended, being overladen and ready to sink under the 
burthen of his debts. 

Yesterday, by a pink from Flushing, here came news, 
that the Princes of the Union had given Spinola a great 
overthrow, and slain 8000 of his men ; and that order was 
come from the Hague to all the towns, to give God thanks, 
and make bonfires If the fellow had seen these re- 
joicings, or could build his report upon any sound foun- 
dation ; or that he had not deceived us once before with a 
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tale, that Count Henry and our forces had slain 2000 of 
Spinola’s men, sent to intercept them m their passage 
over the Moselle, I could be as glad to give credit to him 
as any man ; for I wish as well to the cause ; but I love 
not to go backward in belief. If it be true now, it will 
be true still; but howsoever God will do it in liis good 
time. 


John Chamberlain, E^q , to Sir Dudley Caileton 

London, November 4, 1620 

The king came hither on Tuesday, and went away 
yesterday to Theobalds, on Monday to Royston, and so to 
Newmarket, till towards Chnstmas , so little time did he 
afford to so much business, as depends heie upon Ins pre- 
sence, besides audience to ambassadois that watch their 
opportunity. 

Yet, in this short moment, he resolved on a parliament, 
to begin the 16th of January, and hath taken oider for a 
commission, and a proclamation, as it w'ere; two gentlemen 
ushers to go before it The commission is to survey all 
monopolies and patents that aie grievous to the common- 
wealth , the proclamation to give encouragement for a fiee 
election of knights and burgesses, and to forbid all recom- 
mendation by letters, and, in case any be sent, to return 
them to him or his council. 

We were all mistaken in the attorney’s business ; for 
the king will have it proceed, by all means, upon Wednes- 
day next. And those that were so forward upon so little 
warrant, in the course that was taken, had httle thanks : 
so that, It seems, he hath gotten nothing by this delay and 
submission, but to show that those who insult most over 
other men’s misery, are commonly most dejected when it 
concerns themselves. If he be removed, it is very likely 
the solicitor is to succeed him, the recorder to be sohcitoi, 
and Heneage Finch to be recorder. It seems we live under 
some rolling planet; for it hath been obseived that in less 
than five years most of our principal officers have been 
displaced or disgraced, as a lord chancellor, a lord treasurer, 
a lord chamberlain, a loid admiral, a master of the horse, 

p 2 
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a secretary, a master of the wards, a lord chief justice, and 
an attorney-general. 

We speak of another rumour likewise ’twixt this and 
Christmas, though not of that kind, as the lord chief 
justice to be lord treasurer; the Lord Hohait to be loid 
chief justice of the King’s Bench ; and Sir James Lee to 
succeed in the Common Pleas ; and one Pye, or George 
Rooke, to be attorney of the court of Wards. 

Sir Clement Edmondes was sent with a sergeant at arms 
into Norfolk, to fetch up one Sir Edward Carver, a recusant, 
upon suspicion or surmise that he should be treasurer of a 
collection among the papists for the emperor How the 
matter will fall out, I know not ; but it will be verified, 
that there were prayers for his good success, as likewise 
many masses to that purpose m a new prison here, belonging 
to the high commissioners, where divers priests are and 
have much resort to them by connivance , so that, upon 
search, there were more than forty rich capes found, 
besides multitudes of books, and other of their trumpery. 

One Dr. More, that goes for a physician, but suspected 
to be a priest, was committed, on Tuesday last, about the 
same business, but released on Thursday morning, whether 
by his own innocency, which could hardly appear in so 
short a time, or in favour of the Spanish ambassador, to 
whom he is very near and dear, or else in regard he is 
physician to the Marquis Buckingham 

You are like to have Sir Dudley Digges shortly, who 
tells me these people have at last remembered you and 
themselves, and taken order to the value of ^ 6200 . 


John Chamberlain, Esq to Sir Dudley Cai leton 

London, November 9, 1620 

Your lady is in great deliberation and suspense what to 
do , whether to make towards you by the first occasion, 
or to expect you here, whereunto she is animated by the 
advice of divers your good and great friends. For mine 
own part, I know not what to wish, unless I were thoroughly 
acquainted with all the reasons that proceed from the 
primum mobile that must be followed. But if, upon 
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secondaiy cause and pretences, it were good to <lescant 
upon it, and foresee how it will agiee with the harmony 
of your present and future fortunes For the season of 
the year, and the shoit limitation of your abode, considered, 
besides the present necessities we are in, makes me think 
your coming cannot be greatly available at this time, unless 
you bring ahqmd novum aid magnum, that may seem to 
require your peisonal presence, in which case likewise I 
would wish you to have sufficient warrant, and not to rely 
too much upon private letters. For I cannot forget Sir 
Thomas Bodley, that overthrew himself and his fortunes 
upon such concerning But I hope you will excuse this 
boldness, and impute it rather to true affection than pre- 
sumption, to give counsel to so good gamesters, that am 
myself but a looker-on 

The king pricked the shenffs on Sunday, before going 
to Theobalds, whereof Sir John Sedley, if I may so call 
him that was never dubbed, is the first and chief of your 
acquaintance for Kent , one Port, for Essex ; Sir Henry 
Lee, for Buckingham ; Sir Richard Batter, for Oxfordshire , 
and so, for the lest, not woith the remembiance, unless 
they were of your nearer acquaintance ; only I will add, 
that this couise of pricking sheriffs is come to that pass, 
that it IS, in a manner, all one to be presented in the bill 
as to be out ; for there is such a canvass on all sides, that, 
whosoever is any way capable of it in any shire, must look 
to himself Whereby great men’s followers make a con- 
tinual rent or contribution of all gentlemen that seek to 
avoid it. 

One thing I must not forget, that, as I wrote you last 
year, that it was strange we should complain of plenty ; 
so now I must tell you that plenty hath made us poor ; 
so far forth, that tenants generally cannot pay theii rents, 
and many make suit to give up their leases The reason 
we cannot yet reach unto, but that there is a general want 
of money. But whence that should proceed, let them 
look to it whom it most imports Corn and cattle were 
never at so low a rate since I can remember ; wheat at 9s. 
a bushel , barley at Is. a quarter, et sic de cat&ns ; and 
yet can they get no riddance at that price. So that land 
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falls everywhere ; and, if you have money, you may buy 
good land at thirteen or fourteen years’ purchase. And 
yet I know three or four noblemen that, within these five 
days, had letters for a new contribution to the Palatinate, 
commanding their forwardness, upon the Baron Dhona’s 
solicitation, before the king had declared himself ; whereas, 
now, after he had showed himself in the cause, it is ex- 
pected they should show the same zeal and bounty, if not 
more And the like letters, I hear, are now come to the 
city, which is surely somewhat unseasonable, having so 
lately given a benevolence to Bohemia, and the parliament 
so near at hand, that will require more payments. But 
neeessitas non habet legem. 

I send you the proclamation for the parliament, penned 
by the king himself, and would not be entreated by the 
lord chancellor and lord chamberlain to leave out the 
words, “ wrangling lawyers.” ^ 

We speak of two new viscounts to be shortly made ; Sir 
William Fielding and John Murray, of the bedchamber, 
who, it seems, is not altogether so potent as he was 
esteemed, seeing he cannot protect the attorney,® who 
relied wholly upon him, and for whose sake and service 
he hath fallen into this misfortune, to his utter undoing. 
For yesterday, his cause was handled again in the Star 
Chamber, and the king’s council heard to the full w’hat 
they could say against him ; but, for want of time, his 
answer was put off till to-morrow, when, it is like, he shall 
know his doom. 

The advancing the lord chief justice to be lord treasurer 
is not so current as it was last week ; for the chancellor 
of the Exchequer is said to be stept in as a competitor, 
and, having so good a purse, may chance to carry it. Sir 
James Whitelocke is gone to be judge of Wales and 
Chester, which place came not to him gratis, though 
perhaps his knightship was cast into the bargain. 

^ He could not conceal his ill humour at being obliged to appeal for assistance to 
the power he had so often contemned 

^ Sir Henry Yelverton, who had excited the ill will of Buckingham 
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John Clmmherlam^ Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, January 20, 1620-1 

The French ambassador went hence on Sunday morning, 
having sent away the most part of his tram two days 
before, being himself such a fresh-water sailor, that he 
rather chose to go by coach through all the foul ways, 
than take the benefit of the river to Gravesend , and 
endures the sea so ill, that, at his coming, he lay sick at 
Dover two days, before he could recover himself, and was 
often heard here to say, that he would give a thousand 
crowns that he were well over. He was followed to Rochester 
by divers shopkeepers of the Exchange for satisfaction of 
wares delivered to some of his followers, to the value of 
i6400. How they sped, I heard not; but perhaps he 
thought that might be abated, having bestowed iTOOO or 
501200 among them. The Lady of Doncaster piesented 
him with two vest coats and petticoats for his wife, which 
were said to be extiaoidinary fair and iich. 

On Tuesday, the lord stewaid, lord chancellor, lord 
treasurer, and other loids, in the piesence of the knights 
and burgesses of the city and otheis that were called into 
the higher House, prorogued the parliament again till the 
30th of this present month. 

On Wednesday, the king went to Theobalds, where he 
means to continue till towards the end of the week 
Presently after his departure, Secretary Naunton was com- 
manded to keep his chamber or his house, and suspended 
from meddling in any public business Some add that 
Secietary Calvert was then sent to search his papers, and 
fetch his seals from him. How far this is true, I know 
not; more than that Secretary Calvert w'ent to him. 
Many surmises there be, touching this alteration ; but the 
most probable, m my judgment, is that there was some 
secret intelligence ’twixt him, the Baron Dhona, and 
otheis, about the business of Bohemia, with divers writings 
and remonstrances that are not allowed, about which the 
Baron Dhona himself, they say, hath been in question, and 
it IS doubted some others may follow. 

Some will needs asciibe this disgrace to the woiking 
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and potency of the Spanish ambassador ; but it is not 
likely, unless perhaps Sir Thomas Lake should succeed, 
and be put in his old t emitter, which some harp upon, 
but I cannot believe. Neither will I conceal that the 
voice and bruit runs generally ’twixt youiself and Mr. 
Packei ; to which case, for my part, as the woild goes, I 
know not what to think nor what to wish ; but leave it to 
the disposition who doth all for the best 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead^ 

London, February 2, 1620-1 

I hear much good of his majesty’s speech in parliament, 
on Tuesday, which was of many particulars 1 will only 
give you a taste of three branches; of the monopohes, 
of the Palatinate, and of the match with Spain 

For the first, I hear it was, that all patents were ever 
pretended to be without the hurt and grievance of the 
subject ; but [if they] look which or how many of them 
shall seem to be otherwise, they should be lecalled 

Then, for the Palatinate ; that his majesty would first 
seek to lecover it by all fair means, yet not with cap in 
hand (which whosoever doth will be denied), but with his 
sword in his hand ; and, if he could not so have it, yet he 
would, God willing, have it by main force, or it should 
cost the dearest blood of himself and his son Charles 
Lastly, for the match, and his religion, which some 
called in question, he protested to be fiim and constant in 
his religion, and would not match the prince but for God’s 
glory, and the advancement of religion, and the good of 
the State Neithei that, in matching his son, would he 
decline a whit from anything that he had formerly written 


^ A member of the family of Sir John Mead, of Loft’^^ Hall, Essex He was a 
fellow of Christs College, Cambridge, and was elected provost of Trinity College, 
Dublin, on two several occasions, but declined the honour, contenting himself with 
the title of chaplain to Archbishop Laud, by whom he wab much esteemed for his 
scholarship, which also obtained for him the notice and esteem of many other 
eminent men This assisted him in procuring oon^itant intelligence of what was 
going on m England and elsewhere, which he regularly forwarded to his friend and 
kinsman bir Martin Stuteviile, of Dalham, Suffolk Ihe name of the writer of 
the present letter, and m many other instances, is not preserved, but he was most 
likely Dr Meddus, who was Mr Mead’s legular London correspondent 
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and sent ; [they might] trust unto that ; but yet, that they 
must give him leave to treat as a king * 

It IS said that Mr. Scot,® a minister, of Norwich, is found, 
or supposed, to be the author of “ VooP Popuh ” ® 

There is a talk that Sir Robert Nauntou shall be 
restored. 


John Chamberlain, Esq. to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, Febraary 3, 1620*1 

The Thames is now quite frozen over, so that people 
have passed over, to and fro, these four or five days ; but 
not so freely as in the great frost ; for the winds and high 
tides have so dnven the ice in heaps in some places, that 
it lies like rocks and mountains, and hath a strange and 
hideous aspect It hath been seldom seen that this river 
should be twice frozen over in one winter ; and the water- 
men are quite undone to lose the benefit of term and 
parliament both 

This teim hath brought forth a new attorney, Sir 
Thomas Coventry ; a new solicitor, Mr. Heath ; and a new 
recorder, Mr. Shute, who was once before refused, but now 
so urged that they could not put him oif. No doubt, he 
will stick to them till they be all weary of him ; for he is 
not like to be removed. The reason of Heath’s preferment 
and his is said to be the saving of seven or eight hundred 
pounds a-year to the Lord of Buckingham out of Roper's 
office in the King’s Bench, which was paid them, in regard 
it was held in their names. 

On Thursday, Sir James Lee was made lord chief justice, 
and, about this time, is going to the Hall, with all solemnity. 
The speech is, he should marry in the kindred of the 
Countess of Buckingham, and that young Sir Thomas 
Lake should have Mrs Skelton, one of her nieces In 
truth, she is to be commended for having such care to 

^ These protestations and representations were notoriously nntrne, but the king 
was intent on getting a supply of money from the Commons, and endeavoured to 
make his “speech as agreeable to them as possible 

2 Thomas Scot, who was bachelor of divinity of the University of Cambridge 
Wood , Fasti Oxon , vol i , coll 26 

® A pamphlet bad just been pubished, under the title of “ Vooc Popuh , or, News 
from Spam, translated according to the Spanish copy, which may serve to forewarn 
both England and the United Provinces how far to tiust to Spanish pretences ” 
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prefer her poor kindred and friends ; and a special work 
of charity it is to provide for young maids, whereof there 
he SIX or seven more, they say, come to town for the same 
purpose. 

The parliament began on Tuesday, with the greatest 
concourse and throng of people that hath been seen ; so 
that there was some hurt done by the breaking of two 
scaffolds, and otherwise. The king went on horseback, 
and was very cheeiful all the way; and fiom the church 
was carried in a chair to the Parliament House, being so 
weak in his legs and feet, that it is doubted he will find 
little use in them hereafter, but be altogether perditus that 
way His speech lasted above an hour, though he com- 
mended brevity very much ; but he had so many heads to 
pass through, that he could not be short. We expect it 
in print, though, by that I have heard, there are divers 
passages in it that persuade the contrary, or, at least, are 
like to be omitted. 

Sergeant Richardson was chosen speaker, but seemed 
to take it so unwillingly, that seeing no excuse would 
serve the turn, he wept downright. This morning, he 
makes his oration before the king in the Upper House. 

On Wednesday, the convocation began m Paul’s, where 
the concio ad clerum was made by Dr. Bowles,* who per- 
formed it so so. There was a fair assembly of bishops 
and prelates, and among them the Archbishop of York,^ 
to my seeming, looked almost as well and as fresh as he 
did the last time I saw him, which I think is a dozen 
years ago. He lies at Bedford House, and came up 
with his wife in very good equipage, attended by fifty 
horse. 

The last week, Viscount Haddington was created 
Viscount Kingston, and Earl of Holderness in Yorkshire ; 
and the Lord Noiris, Viscount Thame, and Earl of Berk- 
shire ; and they two led the rank of earls in riding to the 
parliament, being seconded by the Earl of March and 
Marquis of Hamilton, Earl of Cambridge. On Saturday, 

1 John Bowles, B D , dean of Salisbury, 1620, and bishop of Rochester, 1630 
He died 1637 

^ Dr Tobie Matthew 
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the lord chancellor^ was created Viscount St. Albans, with 
all the ceremonies of robes and coronet ; whereas the rest 
were only done by patent ; and yet, for all these special 
favours, the king cannot forbear sometimes, in reading his 
last book, to say, that it is like the “ peace of God, that 
passeth all understanding ” Secretary Naunton stands still 
in suspense ; and, if we hear not of him wuthin these two 
or three days m parliament, we shall give him gone ; yet 
his friends stick to him, specially the Lord of Doncaster. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, by the king’s appoint- 
ment, was questioned upon some points, before three or 
four lords ; but I hear he gave so good satisfaction, that 
on Sunday he kissed the king’s hand, and stands up- 
right as before. 

If Secretary Naunton be not redintegrated the sooner, 
we shall have a world of competitors for the place. For, 
since I wrote last, I hear of a number of new candidati 
named ; as. Sir Clement Edmonds, Sir Richard Weston, 
Sir John Suckling, Mr. Gage, Toby Matthew’s dear friend, 
though most say he is rather reserved for that place about 
the Infanta; and lastly, though in general of all, most 
likely, Mr. Cottington, or the Lord Digby, who is 
now making ready to go to the archduke, to see if the 
Palatinate may be restored by fair means ; otherwise, we 
shall do God knows what. 

Your commissioners, or ambassadors from the States, 
had audience on Sunday, and delivered their message, as 
I hear, aloud ; but committed a supine error in delivering 
the pimce’s letters to the king, and the king’s to the 
prince, if it be true that is reported. 

The author of Foo? Populi is discovered to be one Scot, 
a minister, bewrayed by the pnnter, who thereby hath 
saved himself, and got his pardon, though the book were 
printed beyond sea. 

My Lady Smith came to town this day sevennight, to 
whom, without much ceremony, I imparted my Lady 
Carleton’s letter to Sir B R.,® whereby she might see 
how well both wished her. But she dares not avow 
these superlative commendations it pleases your lady to 

^ Bacon ^ Sir Benjamin Redyard 
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bestow on her. But, letting pass such like compliments^ 
she left It to my discretion, whether the letter should be 
delivered or no Whereupon, I sent both the letters to 
Mr. Locke, who, I think, hath delivered them, though I 
have not seen him since. And so I thought best to put it 
to the making, and let nature work on both sides, for at 
the worst there cannot come so much harm as there may 
come good by the motion. My lady’s daughter Tredway 
hath found out a good husband, one Stafford, a scholar of 
Oxford, about twenty-seven years old ; but of a very good 
estate and towardliness, though the match were made 
without the consent of his friends, he being yet a ward. 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

London, February 9, 1620-1 

Our bishop,^ they said, is dead, or dying. 

On Sunday next. Dr. Usher is to preach before the 
whole lower house, at the Temple, where they will receive 
the communion , none to be absent under pain of punish- 
ment. The committees in parliament have, by this time, 
given their opinion concerning an act made against 
papists. 

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Cat Iton. 

London, February 10, 1620-1 

1 know the eyes of all Europe are now upon us and our 
parliament ; but I pray God it fall not out that parturiunt 
monies, for they undertake so much business at once, 
that it will be hard demtler so many ptlees. They began 
rightly, with religion {d Jove pnnciptum), and took order, 
that on to-morrow they should all receive the communion 
together ; but there was some difference as to place, and 
person to preach. Westminster church, or St. Margaret’s, 
were propounded, and Dr. Usher,® an Iiisbman, to make 

^ Dr John King He did not die till the SOth of March following , he had 
attained the age of 62 

2 Soon afterwards Bishop of Meath, subsequently, primate of Ireland an able 
prelate, who greatly distinguished himself m the service of James and his suc- 
cessor He survived the troubles of the time, dying in 1656, with a reputation 
for scholarship, founded upon several works illustrative of ecclesiastical history and 
biblical knowledge, which he had found leisure to write, that will long keep his 
name in remembrance among the members of his church 
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the sermon ; but the deaii^ sent them a manneily message, 
by three or four of the gravest prebends, that they should 
be welcome to either of those places , bat, seeing they were 
both under his care, he would take care to provide them 
an able preacher. But, this not contenting them, they 
thought upon Paul’s, then upon Christ Church, and lastly 
resolved upon the Temple But, I hear, the king hath 
sent to have it done at St. Margaret’s, because it was there 
before. 

The next proposition was for freedom of speech; for 
that, after the last parliament, divers were called in 
question and committed. And though it were told them 
there were divers former statutes in force for their assu- 
rance, yet they were loth to proceed without the king’s 
warrant. Wherein what answer they have had I know 
not, for the king is at Theobalds, and comes to town this 
day. 

Another gieat business they have about settling the 
House, and clearing the litigious questions about elections ; 
which, indeed, in some cases, are intiicate, and will requite 
time to find out the truth. The choice of Mr. Comptroller 
IS questioned, as being a peer of another realm ; but is not 
decided. The Lord Holles’s eldest son, and Sir Henry 
Britton, were put out of the House, after they had been 
sworn and sat in the House, for some fault in the elec- 
tion; as likewise Sir Thomas Beaumont, for Leicester- 
shire, and Sir Francis Blundell, for the city of Oxford ; 
neither is the choice of Secretary Calvert and Sir Thomas 
Wentworth for Yorkshire so sound, but it is hke to be 
subject to examination. 

The first day of their sitting, Secretary Calvert made a 
speech for supply of the king’s wants, which was thought 
untimely, befoie anything else was tieated of ; yet they 
concluded, that the giievances and other matters should 
be considered and handled togethei with that, and not to 
outrun one the othei. But the difficulty will be, how 
and where these supplies should be raised ; for it is most 
certain that England was never generally so poor since I 
was bom as it is at this present, insomuch that all com- 

® Dr John Williams, then dean of Westminster 
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plain they cannot get their rents ; yet is there plenty of 
all things but money, which is so scant, that country 
people offer corn, or cattle, or whatsoever they have else, 
in lieu of rent, but bring no money ; and corn is at so 
easy rate as I never knew it at, 20i. and 22dJ. a bushel, 
barley at Qd., and yet no quantity will be taken at that 
price ; so that for all the common opinion of the wealth 
of England, I fear, when it comes to trial, it will piove 
as some merchants, which having carried a great show a 
long time, when they are called upon too fast by their 
creditors, are fain to play bankrupt. But the strangeness 
of it is, how this great defect should come, and be per- 
ceived but within these two or three years at most. Divers 
reasons are devised • as some say the money is gone north- 
ward, some eastward, and I know not whither , but these, 
and such hke, are delivered in parliament, the chief speakers 
whereof hitherto are — Mr. Alford, Sir Robert Phillips, 
Sir Edward Giles, and Sir Samuel Sandys. As for Sir 
Edwin, he absented himself three or foui days at first, 
perchance to be missed and called for, as he was, having 
no lawful excuse ; but the prime man of all is Sir Edward 
Coke, who yet carnes himself so well, that he hath now a 
general applause. Yet there was some crossing and con- 
testation ’twixt Secretary Calvert and him at a committee 
about the Spanish ambassador,* who is said to have almost 
as many come to his mass as to the sermon at St. An- 
drew’s over against him, and there is great complaint of 
the increase of popery everywhere, and specially of the 
extraordinary countenance and favour shown him, upon 
whom, it seems, they all depend ; insomuch that the 
French ambassador complains, that having the same mass, 
and as good and lawful priests as he hath any, yet few or 
none of our Catholics come at him. The Spanish ambas- 
sador IS not Ignorant of the ill affection generally borne 
him, and therefore being, or seeming to be afraid, the 
king’s house at Nonsuch is prepared and trimmed up for 
him, whither he goes this day, to avoid the fear and fury 
of Shrove Tuesday. 

The prince, with a fair retinue and his guard, went on 

^ Gondomar 
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foot on Thursday, through King Street and Westminster 
Hall, to the higher house of parliament, meaning, he says, 
to sit often theie with the lords. Secretary Naunton ap- 
pears not yet, neither can I tell what to think of him. 

Sam Calvert^ died lately; and this week Shute, the 
recorder, enjoying the office not a full fortnight, died a 
Tery poor man every way. I hear Heneage Finch is sworn 
in his place. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, February 10, 1620-21 

I know your desire to hear news of the parliament 
Their next meeting after the speech was on Saturday, 
when Sir Edward Philips made the first motion, to this 
purpose — that he referred it to the consideration of the 
house, that befoie they meddled with anything else, whe- 
ther it was not needful they should first obtain assmance 
of liberty of speech, and secuiity that no man should be 
troubled for anything there spoken, either during the par- 
liament time, or at any time thereafter. His second mo- 
tion was — that the statute of Queen Elizabeth against 
recusants (I know not which) might be presently put in 
execution, and that before they proceeded upon any other 
matters ; for that upon true and certain information he 
had learned, that 40,000 of them were gathered into the 
city this parliament time, and some of them such as 
crawled not out of their doors for many years before. 
What their meaning was he knew not. His motion was 
seconded by Sir Edward Gyles, alleging many arguments 
why he thought both the one and the other to be worthy 
ami needful to be in the first place considered of. 

Next followed Sir Thomas Edmondes, Sir Julius Caesar, 
and Secretary Calvert, who, all in order, without once 
speaking to the first motion, propounded the king’s wants 
and necessities for money, such as could not bear any 
delay, in regard as well of other employments, as the pre- 
sent and extreme necessity of the palatinate, and therefore 

^ Who seems, from a letter of bis to Sir Ralph Wmuood, d-ited March 28, 1605 
(“ Wmwood’s Memorials,” vol n , p 53), to have been in Secretary Win wood’s 
service 
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[it was] fit a supply should be first concluded of, before 
anything else was proceeded with, for then they should 
have better leisure to consult of othei matters. 

When they had all thus spoken, another (I know not 
his name) rose up and said, that he thought the order of 
the house was not observed, which was, that eveiy one 
should [attend] to that which was first piopounded, and 
not every one to make new motions, foi that were the way 
to confusion, and spending of much time to little purpose. 
And this was all that was done on Saturday. 

The next day they met, which I think was on Monday, 
Secretary Calvert begins to speak, that his majesty thought 
the first motion for obtaining liberty of free speaking m as 
very unreasonable, because it was to question that which 
was always granted to be due, and never yet called in 
question ; ^ and, for the second that it was most fit his pre- 
sent necessities should be considered of, and a means of 
supply concluded, before anything else was done. To this 
Sir Edward Gyles,^ I think, said in reply, that if the sub- 
sidy must first be done, the parliament would be as good 
as done also. 

In conclusion, the business was referied by that House 
to sixteen commissioners, whereof Sir Edward Philips and 
Gyles were two. Sir Edwin Sandys another ; who being a 
burgess chosen, durst not come into the parliament, and 
was therefore (as is thought) chosen a committee, that he 
might be brought in. 

This is all I hear ; besides that I forgot to tell you, that 
Sir Edward Gyles should likewise say that, though the pri- 
vilege of the House for liberty of speech was not question- 
able ; yet former experience had taught them to think a 
more special secunty needful. If he that told me, or my- 
self in telling you, shall commit any solecism, I hope you 
will not impute it [to aught but my ignorance], knowing 
that these are things altogether out of my experience. 

It is reported besides from the same, that the States’ 
ambassadors spake with the king, I think at Theobalds, 

^ What took place at the close of the last sessions was pretty strong proof to the 
contrary 

2 Member for Totness, Devonshire# 
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and desired audience , to which his majesty answered, he 
would hear them privately. Bat they told him their com- 
mission was otherwise, namely, to deliver their message to 
his majesty wheresoever they should find him, and that pub- 
licly; whereat the king was very much displeased, as seemed 
by that he uttered ; then they told him, if they could not 
obtain it, they were to return home again. Yet at length 
they had a day of audience appointed them, wherein they 
are said to have delivered their message to this effect . — 

Fust. To signify to his majesty that, whereas their truce 
with Spain was to end in Apnl next, they were firmly 
resolved never to renew it any more with that perfidious, 
faithless, ambitious, cruel nation 

Secondly But whereas there had been so ancient and 
faithful on amity between his majesty’s predecessors and 
themselves, and that so much strengthened and renewed 
by Queen Elizabeth, and since continued by his majesty, 
they were desirous to have the same now at this present 
renewed and eonfiimed , which done, they would not only 
approve themselves for true and faithful confedeiates, but 
would be ready to venture both their bodies and their 
estates for his majesty, and his son after him, as often as 
occasion required ; and for the present would engage 
themselves, not only for the recovery of the palatinate 
(which they said they made no question of), but also for 
restoring his son-in-law to the kingdom of Bohemia* unto 
which he had been most justly elected, and from which he 
had been most unjustly driven. 

Thirdly, Moreover that they had sent, or were sending, 
their fleet to the West Indies, so to bridle the King of 
Spain, that if his majesty would join wath them, he should 
not doubt but to treat with the King of Spam on such 
conditions as he wished, within a small time. 

And lastly, they added, they would not be taken to 
propound either as supplicants or suitors to his majesty, 
or out of any fear, but only as a remonstrance proceeding 
of their love, for they thanked God, they neither needed, 
nor did fear, the greatest monarch m the world They 
have not received any answer yet some there aie, it seems, 
who are so well affected to their motion, that they could 
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wish their entertainment and lodging were as well pro- 
vided for as Don Gondomar’s 

Mr. Ward, of Ipswich, had of late devised and pnt forth 
a picture of the powder treason, which he was sent up for 
by a puisuivant, upon Don Gondomar’s complaint and 
suit, who says his master was dishonoured, and abused by 
these pictures It is said he is in the Fleet. I had almost 
seen the picture, and sent it to you. The Pope sits in a 
council with a cardinal on one hand, and the devil on the 
other , and some layman with a feather in his cap. The 
Parliament House is pictured, and Fawkes therein with his 
lantern, very busy about his woik Over it in heaven is 
a great eye, (signifying Divine Providence) which darts its 
beams down into the cellar, where Fawkes is , all is 
adorned with verses, and such like devices. The other is 
the flying of the Spanish fleet, and ours pursuing, and 
such like. Thus much I had from one that saw it 

Scot, of Norwich, who is said to be the author oi “Vox 
Popuh,” they say is now fled, having, as it seems, fore- 
notice of the pursuivant. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, February 17, 1620 2] 

I wrote in my last that the States’ ambassadors required 
public audience according as their commission was. I 
hear since that it was to the body of the kingdoms assem- 
bled in Parliament, where they have delivered their mes- 
sage, &e. They say also that the king sent for the Lower 
House to Whitehall, and made another speech unto them. 
The Act of Parhament against the Papists, the exe- 
cution whereof was referred, as you heard, to the com- 
mittee to advise of, was, as I hear, made that no papist, 
during parliament time, should come within ten miles of 
the city, I am told, moreover, that it was agreed that 
the subsidies and grievances should pass together, and that 
there should already pass two subsidies and a fifteenth, 
upon two conditions, which his majesty hearing of should 
say he was sure one of the conditions would be against 
the papists ; but let them do with them what they would 
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One Worsley, a mad fellow, a Catholic, who, some yeais 
since, would have stabbed my Lord of Canteibury m his 
gallery, and would have done it had not his secietary come 
in by chance; and was some years in prison for it, and 
afterwaids banished, but was of late come home again 
This fellow, on Candlemas-day, at night, sent a lettei fiom 
the Blue Boar, within Aldgate, to Sir John Lentiope’s 
lodgings, in Holborn , the pretence, because in his exa- 
mination being asked what friends he had, he had named 
Sir John Lentrope, which Sir John took very ill, it being 
nothing so, but only he was somewhat a kindied to Ga 
Lentrope, his cousin’s wife. Within this lettei were en- 
closed two others, in one whereof was a most bitter invec- 
tive against the archbishop, in the other, a terrible tiea-ion 
against the king, not fit to be related. Sir John w^ent 
presently to the Earl of Southampton, and showed it to 
him , and his eldest son coming home upon the Tuesday, 
by chance understood that this Worsley was then in Ins 
cousin Lentrope’s, the Catholic’s house, and went pre- 
sently with his biother, who told me this, and apprehended 
him. 

Dr. Usher, whom you hear should preach before the 
Lower House, is an Irishman, whom the king hath new 
made bishop,’ a wondeiful antiquary, a great scholar, 
and a man esteemed of great integnty and devotion I am 
told that he was appointed by the parliament to preach ; 
and some say his text given him, or theme intimated by 
them. Howsoever, he preached not thus ; but both his 
preaching and the communion were put off, by order of 
the king, till the Sunday after, (to-moirow) and the place 
to be Westminster. In the mean time, it was on foot for 
the Dean of Westminster, Dr. Williams, to preach, and 
not Usher ; but with some ado, they say. Usher still con- 
tinues, and IS expected to-morrow, though the dean was 
so discontent, that he denied, as some say, to permit the 
communion in Westminster . but I suppose he will be 
otherwise advised. Methinks, if Usher preaches, when I 
consider all circumstances, it should produce some novelty. 

I am told there was not long since, (I suppose about 

Q 2 


^ Of Meath 
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new-year’s-tide) a play before Ms majesty, wherein there was 
a Puritan brought up, having long asses’ eais, who should 
speak after this manner . — “ Is it now a time to give lists, 
and make merry, &c.? This should be a time of fasting 
and prayer, when the Church of God is in so great afflic- 
tion m Bohemia and Germany, and other places ; and not 
of masqueing and music, &c.” 

I will not believe this was entertained with applause ; 
and yet I am told so. 

It is strange to hear how contrarily men of the same 
affections and desires are earned, since the beginning of 
the parliament • some full of hope, and some big with 
fear, even concerning the same matters , but God will 
dispose of all things, as it seems good to him 

I was told yesterday, that the Bishop of Durham ^ had 
been quoted in some men’s speeches in the Lower House, 
by the name of “ that ii reverend bishop ” 

I suppose you have heard that Sir Thomas Redmont, 
one of the knights for Leicestershire, is put out of the 
House ; and some others also - I know not whether from 
some default m their elections, or some other cause But 
there is great questron about Sir Henry Cary chosen for 
Hertfordshire, whom the king hath late made a viscount 
m Scotland, viz , Viscount Falkland , whereupon is contro- 
verted whether he should be of the Upper House, or Lower 
House, or neither Some say they shall choose again in 
Hertfordshiie, and others, that the House will bind him 
to continue amongst the Commons, as he was elected, which 
it seems he is unwilling unto 

I sent you, by Mr. Thomas, Mr. Waid’s table, or picture. 
I hear he is but in the pursuivant’s house 

Whether the Bishop of London be living, or dead, we 
cannot hear certainly , some say theie is some hope he may 
live, though aU men thought him dead the last week 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambiidge, St Matthias’s day, February 25, 1620-21 

I hear that the parliament have at length concluded 

J Dr Richard Neile 
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to Eciaiit his majesty two subsidies, freely and without 
condition, tlieieby hoping to find linn t!ie more favoui- 
able and gmcious to grant what they desiie This, there- 
fore, having passed, they proceeded tofi.ime thou jietition, 
which consisted of fi\e paiticulais I cannot learn exactly 
what they were all , but I heai that one of them was that 
the ] 00 pieces of ordnance might not go for Spain An- 
other, that the papists, according to the statutes, might be 
banished, ten miles fiom the city during the parliament 
Third, that the Jesuits and puests might be better cooped 
up One tells me that a fourth was that Don Gondoiiiar 
might also, this time of the parliament, he at Nonsuch. 
What the fifth should be, I cannot learn. 

Whilst these petitions w'ere read and argued in the 
lower house, and especially those concerning the E'apists’ 
bamshrnent, and their and the Jesuits’ constraint, spoken 
for by so many, at last stands up one Shejdierd," of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, a lawyer it is said, who began to speak to this 
purpose : “ My masters, I hear much spoken at eveiy 
hand against the Papists, and cannon’s shot piovided 
against them, but neiei a woid spoken against the Piintans, 
01 so much as a mousetrap pioposed foi tlieiii,” &,e But 
his speech, it seems, was so distasteful to the house, that 
he was turned over the bar, and tliiowii out of the 
house ® 

When the petitions came to be read in the upper house, 
it is said that Durham (as also the prince’s highness and 
the marquis’) should speak unto that of the Papists, that 
it was too severe, and of dangerous example, lest the 
King of France, and other princes, should hereby take 
occasion to imitate the like against the Protestants But 
to this answer was made, that those princes did already 
what they could, or durst do, against the Piotestants; 
and, therefore, seeing they both would and could do their 
utmost, as the Protestants should not be eased any whit by 

^Thomas Shepherd Esq, member for Shaftesburj' , m Dorsetshire — Willis’s 
Noiiiia Parhameniana^ p 178 1750 

^ By the journals of the House, it appears that Shepherd was expelled for con- 
tending that the Sabbatb was the Saturday, and for opposing a bill for restraining 
abuses of the Sabbath It is clear that his zeal for the kmg very far outran his 
discretion 

3 Of Buckingham 
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our clemency, so could not our seventy any way hurt 
them. 

When they were again read, motion was made for alter- 
ation of the form, that whereas it was, the Papists should 
he banished by proclamation, it might be added, or other- 
wise ; but here it was said that this condition would bring 
all to a nullity, and make it to be fruitless. Beside that, 
they might not break their faith and promise given to the 
lower house, which was, that no word or title of the 
petition should be altered. So it passed here also And 
so, upon confidence of the free grant of the subsidies, my 
lord chancellor, as I hear, was chosen to be the man, who 
should proffer it, in the name of the whole house, to his 
majesty, which was done accordingly. 

His majesty, therefore, upon Saturday last made a 
speech unto the house, accepting their grant of the sub- 
sidies veiy graciously, in such manner that they hoped 
their petition had also been acceptable, and should have 
been forthwith granted. But, in conclusion, his majesty 
wholly denied them ; and, in particular, said to that of 
the Papists, that he would not be an example of such 
severity to other pmices ; for that, thereby, the French 
king might also take the same course, to banish all the 
Piotestants fioin Paris, &c. And to that of the ordnance 
which were to go for Spain, he said that he had already 
given his promise, and could not alter it. 

To this purpose his majesty is reported to have spoken, 
and that with much vehemence. And besides concerning 
Shepherd, that he would not question their wisdom for 
what they had done, as supposing they were able to give a 
good account thereof ; but this much he must let them 
know, that he would have them stnke as well on the right 
hand as on the left, the Puntan as well as the Papist. 

I am told that upon Tuesday there was another petition 
tendered to his majesty from the upper house, whereunto 
thirty-three of the nobility had subscribed their names, 
and resolved altogether jointly to prefer it to his majesty, 
as the suiest way to prevent the danger which might come 
to any in particular, in case his majesty should be offended. 
What their petition was I could not hear. Howsoever, the 
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king would not give them admittance to his presence, but 
commanded them they should deliver their petition to the 
privy council to be considered of, which they refused to 
do ; alleging that they accounted themselves at this time 
not to be inferior, or in any way subordinate to his privy 
council, but above them; and it was without example, 
and not agreeable to the laws of the kingdom, for the privy 
council to have the examination or cognizance of matters 
of Parliament, which is the highest court in the kingdom, 
and not inferior to any other. At which answer his 
majesty was highly displeased, and redoubled his com- 
mandment; but they would not obey. Whereupon he 
sent the prince unto them, and commanded them to deliver 
it unto him. 

Then they desired some time of consultation, which 
done, they told his highness that, if he would make open 
piotestation unto them that he received it not as, or in 
manner of, a privy councilloi , and would promise, upon 
his hoiioui, not to deliver it unto any but his majesty’s 
own hands , and, besides, undertake to bring them all to 
his fathei ’s presence, they would then deliver it unto him : 
otherwise not. When these conditions would not be enter- 
tained, nor they otherwise forego their petition, at last his 
majesty sends for the foremost of them, which was the 
Earl of Oxford, the chief peer, and commanded him to 
deliver the petition, supposing that he had it But he, 
according as was agreed amongst them, before he entered, 
delivered it to the next, and so informed his majesty that 
he had it not. Whereupon his majesty sends for a second, 
and so for a third, who, leaving their petitions as before, 
told his majesty they had it not Whereat, his majesty, 
much moved, asked, “ Who had it ?” Answer was^ made, 
the Earl of Lincoln ; who, being likewise called in, and 
answering that he had not the petition, but had^ given it 
to the next ; at length, they told his majesty it was in 
vain to send for any more of them, for they were fully 
resolved not to deliver unless they were admitted alto- 
gether. Whereupon, his majesty, wonderfully incensed, 
sent them all away re infectd, and said that he would 
come into Parliament, and bring them all to the bar, as he 
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had before threatened , that he would find him out that 
had packed them together, and make him smart for rt. 

These thrngs I am told by such as come from London on 
Wednesday ; who tell, besrdes, that there passed an act 
agarnst a patent for all rnns, granted to a kinsman of the 
marqurs, who was himself of the house, and was cast out : 
what for I know not. 

That there have been some rough words between my 
lord chancellor^ and my Lord North the occasion, my 
Lord North’s finding fault that ray lord chancellor, coming 
into the house, did no reverence, as he said the custom 
was. It IS said, that there are many bills ready to be put 
up against my lord chancellor 

I sent you a description of Mr Ward’s picture ; now, 
since having gotten the picture myself, you shall receive it 
by this bearer. I hear by some that he was released on 
Monday last, but silenced for preaching any more at 
Ipsivich It IS talked of, that for this trouble he is 
beholden to a gentleman of your county. I have forgot 
his name , but he is supposed to be a Papist, and would 
have been chosen one of your knights, in Mr Clinch’s^ 
stead. He hath a son with the Spanish ambassador ; and 
Mr. Ward, I hear some say, should, in a sermon, intimate 
a religious care was to be taken in such elections, and heed 
to be taken of such as were of suspected affection to our 
religion 

There was one Mr Liddal, the last week, committed by 
the council, for speaking some words of the Spanish 
ambassador; and one Mr. Randolph, a justice of the peace 
m Kent, was likewise committed, about a day and a night, 
for not expediting provisions for the French ambassador. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, Februaiy 2b, 1620 21 Monday 

Sir Francis Mitchel, also Justice Mitchell, were, by the 
lower house, committed to the Tower on Friday last ; the 
cause, for farming the recognizances for alehouses in all 

1 Bacon ^ Dudley 

3 Ihomas Clinch, Esq 
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the shires of England. Ills sentence was to go by land, 
not by water, nor in a coach, which he did perform. He 
IS to acknowledge his fault in writing, upon his knees, to 
the lower house. He is disjusticed, and made incapable 
of holding any office hereafter. Hereupon there are base 
speeches of him, as are not fit for me to write He kept 

more w than the great Mogul ; and some kept him 

The patent for inns is also cancelled ; and Mr. Giles 
Mompesson is turned forth of the house, and fears to be 
questioned in person Sir Henry Bntton is out, and 
questioned for his wax, his patent for tillage, &c. Chi- 
cheley, the registrar, is questioned for drawing order 
without motion. What recusants are come up without 
licence, to be presently returned down , what have, not to 
stir without licence from the council. It is said the 
king hath commanded the Spanish ambassador to send to 
Spinola to withdiaw his forces 

We have oft, and straight mastering here. 


To the Reo. Jo’icph Mead. 

London, March 1, 1621 

This week, at Winchester, was a poor silly fellow 
solemnly executed, for saying, if the king should change 
the religion, he would be the first one to cut his majesty’s 
throat. 

No more of Spalato, though some buzzing to-day, as if 
he were gone, or should go, to the Tower. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, March 3, 1620-21 

As for Parliament news, all letters professed they would 
have nothing to do with it ; yet, on Tuesday, a friend of 
mine received something, which I have added to the end 
of the enclosed. Neither have I anything more to add, 
unless I should tell you vulgar talk, for I account no 
better of such I hear in that kind. Only this much, it 
was expected that his majesty should come to the Par- 
liament House on Monday. Whether he did or no, we 
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hear not yet. And it was reported from London, on 
Saturday, that Sir Edward Coke had spoken much con- 
cerning monopolists, and that he had taken much pains to 
be truly informed concerning them; that he had found 
there were two thousand monopolies ; that their yearly 
revenue came to £400,000, of all which there was but 
£400 paid into the Exchequer; that some of them were 
in the hands of base fellows, and the rest of them bestowed 
upon such as had never deserved anything, either of the 
king or kingdom. Whence it would be more tolerable, if 
they were given by way of reward to such as had deserved 
well of the public, that so the detriment that came to 
many might be recompensed by such a desert as most had 
been partakers of When he had thus spoken, some, it 
seems, whom it more nearly concerned, asked whether it 
were fit that subjects should take upon them to prescribe 
their king, how, and upon whom, he should bestow his 
favour and benefits. To which Sir Edward answered . 
“ I hope every one that says, ‘ Our Father which art in 
heaven,’ does not prescribe God Almighty what he shall 
do; so we speak of these things as petitioners to his 
majesty, and not as prescribers ” 

Since my last, I saw a copy of the five particulars of 
the petition of the parliament, for the better execution 
of laws againsf Jesuits, papists, and recusants. I was 
too lazy to copy it out ; but the marrow is this. 1st. All 
recusants to be banished from London, according to the 
laws, and to be confined within five miles of their dwelling- 
places ; to recall all by-past licenses ; and that they pre- 
sume not hereafter to repair any more to London, or to 
the king’s or prince’s court, wheresoever, or within ten 
miles of London. 2. That justices of the peace should 
disarm them in every place, take away munition, gun- 
powder, &c. 3. That none of the king’s subjects should 
hear mass, not so much as in any foreign ambassador’s 
house, as being of late suffered, to the great scandal of all 
well-affected subjects. 4. That the laws against Jesuits 
and popish priests might be put in execution. 5. That 
his majesty would command all judges, ecclesiastical and 
temporal, to see the laws of the realm against popish 
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recusants executed severely; and that convenient expe- 
dition might be given to any that vrill reform.* 

Hereby it appears, that these two particulars, of the 
ordnance and Gondomar, whereof I wrote in my last, 
were no part of this petition ; but, if they were not at 
all, they were but as by-matters. 

Some affirm, that his majesty granted these petitions 
for the substance and the mam; but, as for the parti- 
culars and manner of proceeding, and other circumstances, 
he would reserve those unto himself, to take order for as 
he should think fit. For they desired, amongst other 
things, that all might be done by proclamation. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 9, 1620-1 

It is like you have heard that, by the sergeant-at-arms’s 
negligence, Sir Giles Monipesson is escaped this day sen- 
night 111 the evening, and not yet heard of that I know. 
On Sunday, came out a proclamation for his apprehension, 
whereunto I wish three paiticulars had been added ; his 
desciiption, some heavy punishment to the abettors of 
him, and a good reward to them that should discover him, 
and be the means of his apprehending. 

Yesterday, the Lords and Commons met in the after- 
noon, to consult what punishment to inflict upon the 
monopolists, and the referees,® who are in chiefest fault, 
and what to be enacted for prevention of the like in time 
to come. But I hear not yet what has been done therein. 

On Saturday, Sir Lionel Cranfield, Sir Edwaid Coke, 
Sir Edward Sackville, and Sir Robeit Phillips were sent 
to the Tower, there to examine Sir Henry Yelverton, and 
Sir Francis Mitchell, as haiung been referees m some of 
these monopolies. Sir Robert Philhps made report 
thereof to the House ; and it is muttered, that Sir Henry 
Yelverton acknowledged the things were against his mind ; 

^ The Catholic'^ complam of the intolerance of the House of Commons , but, un- 
foitunately, the Protestants had been taught this lesson in the preceding eentury, 
from the Catholics under Mary • the gunpowder treason, too, had excited this 
be verity 

- 1 hose to whom the king referred the petition*?, to consider whether they were 
ht to be granted 
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yet was, out of fear, by threats, forced to allow of them 
against his judgment. Many aie m question hereabouts; 
and divers imprisoned, and more, I think, will be, not 
unworthily 

On Wednesday last, the clergy gave freely unto his 
majesty three subsidies ; the first to be due at May-day, 
the other at six months. My share thereof, I being of 
old over-deeply rated at £'32 lands, will be £l8. If 
knights and gentlemen were so cessed as we are, the laity’s 
subsidies would be trebled. 

Sir Edward Conway, Sir Richaid Weston, and Mr. 
Dickinson, returned from their long embassy, on Saturday 
last, and to-day, it is said, Mr. Dickinson sent to the 
Lord Digby, to have a piesent answer, or forthwith to 
return without it 

There is a Pole ambassador ‘ arrived, for aid, as the 
report goeth, against the Turks; but his master should 
not have first and last aided the emperor with 30,000 
Cossacks, against the King of Bohemia. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle 

March 10, 1620-1 

It IS certain that Mompesson is escaped, and a proclama- 
tion against him, that wheresoever you shall find him, you 
shall deliver him to the lieutenant of the Tower. He was 
delivered to the keeping of a sergeant-at-arms, who, for 
looking no better to him, is put from his oflSce, and im- 
prisoned. 

The parliament, as was spoken, would have proceeded 
against his life (so should he have fared as Empson and 
Dudley, in Henry Vlllth’s time), and think themselves 
much contemned, and much derogation to befal their court 
by this escape. It is talked also at London, that he should 
allege for himself that he was but an instrument Where- 
upon, the marquis, whose kinsman he is, should write a 
letter to the Lower House, excusing himself by his youth 
and inexperience at that time he dealt in that business ; 
VIZ., the patpnt for inns. 

* The son of the Waywode of Sendoraina 
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This, moreover, is reported for certain, that Dr. Evans’s 
preaching on Sunday was sennight on Genesis, xlix. 5. 
“ Simon and Levi, brethren, instruments of cruelty in 
their habitations, &c. Cursed be their anger, for it was 
fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel,” &c. And here- 
upon digressing, to show the Spanish cruelties in the West 
Indies, was, for it, by the lords of the council, committed 
to the Gatehouse 

I saw It written from London, and hear it is also there 
spoken, as though Dickson, the late lord chief justice’s, 
and now the lord treasurer’s man, was, or should be, 
questioned in parliament, for divers foul matters, &c. 
Also, that four masters, I think, of the chancery. And 
they talk at London, that my lord chancellor should move 
the king for his protection for himself ; who answered, 
that he could do him no good ; but he would see they 
should do him no wrong , and, for the rest, he hoped he 
would acquit himself, and prove an honest man. 

They talk at London, that Shepherd should threaten to 
come again into the House, by his majesty’s letters ; where- 
upon, they expect him with resolution to give him such a 
censure, as hath not been ordinary. 


Dr. Meddtis to the Rev Jo'iepli Mead 

London, March 16, 1620-1 

Our parliament (blessed be God for it) doth still move 
more nobly. On Saturday, they finished the act for sub- 
sidies, and appointed a committee of twenty-four lords, 
besides the prince’s highness, and forty-eight of the Com- 
mons as well, to censure all abuses, by monopolies and 
other misdemeanours in some courts, and to make an act 
for the prevention of such like in future, as I hear. On 
Monday, it is said, his majesty sent the loid marquis unto 
them, with a gracious and comfortable message of thanks 
for their endeavours, and encouragement to proceed therein. 
After, by leave obtained from the lords of the Upper 
House, it is said, he thanked them in his own behalf, 
commended then course, was glad to find, by their industiy, 
the wrong done unto the king and state by the patentees, 
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and those to whom patents had been referied. And that 
that father who had begotten two sons, his brethren, to 
be grievances to the commonwealth, the said father had 
begot a third son,' that would fnither their punishment . 
and that now, learning the good benefit of a parliament, 
he should ever stand for the after having of a parliament. 

Yesterday, I hear, the prince told Sir Edward Coke that 
he had done good service unto the king and state, and 
one stepped up, wishing all might give him public .thanks 
for it, which they did. 


Reo. Joseph Mead to Sir Marhn Stuteiille 

Christ College, Cambridge, March 17, 1620-1 

There are a thousand petitioners daily attending about 
the Parliament House, but cannot be heard till the matter 
of monopolies be ended The committees for that business 
are six. Sir Dudley Digges, Mr Crew, Sir Edward Coke, 
Mr. Finch, Mr Hakewell, and Sir Edwin Sandys ; every 
one of these having his task appointed him. Sir Dudley 
to propound ; Mr. Crew to lay open the grievance ; Sir 
Edward Coke to infonn the House for the law, former 
precedents, and by what course of law to prevent this 
mischief for the future, &c But there was means found 
by some so to employ them in other matteis, that they 
should have little time to look to the business to which 
they were appointed , and on Saturday, were called upon 
unprovided, where, though they were not provided as they 
would have been, Sir Dudley, who, they say, never lacks 
of speech, propounded the grievance very sensibly for the 
general ; and Mr Crew began to second indifferent well 
for the particular, though they had not then their evidence 
ready as they would, until the clock struck eleven, and one 
of the lords admonished the House it was dinner-time , 
and so they broke up and appointed them another day 

The marquis hath two of his brothers questioned in this 
offence ; whereupon, he came into the Lower House and 
made a speech, acknowledging that himself had been 
drawn to be a means to further many of these grants, as 

^ This IS an allusion to himself and his brothers, who were implicated in these 
discreditable monopolies 
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not thinking them, out of his youth and mexpenence in 
matters of the commonwealth, any way prejudicial there- 
unto. But now he perceived the contrary; and that, 
therefore, though his father had two sons questioned for 
offendeis m that kind, yet his father should have a third 
son, himself, who would be so far from approving or main- 
taining them in what they had done, that he would be first 
to subscribe and assent to their condign pumshment. He 
acknowledged also that he had been a great hinderer of 
calling a parliament, as thinking it prejudicial to the 
king’s prerogative, honour, and profit ; but he now also 
saw it far otherwise ; and would now, therefore, expiate 
that erior, by being a means hereafter that parliament 
should be called more frequently than ever they had been. 

My lord chancellor hath many bills put up against him, 
and he is said to have made a very peremptory speech to 
the committee, wherein was this passage. That he won- 
dered how the Lower House would or darest go about to 
question his person or honour, &c. 

It IS generally affirmed at London this week, that the 
king sends the parliament wonderful gracious messages, 
such as hath not been often known That he will continue 
the parliament till they are fully satisfied in all things ; 
that they should ask nothing, but he would not be a hin- 
derer to their proceedings in these matters of patents, 
but would now incite and spur them forward That they 
should inflict any punishment upon these offenders that 
any parliament heretofore had ever given a precedent of ; 
and many such like * And they say there are four or five 
shrewd precedents found, which go very near the neck. 
If all this be true, we are to thank God, and desire him 
that he would direct all for the good of this people. 

It is said also, that there being a proclamation obtained 
(I have seen it) that all gold and silver lace should be 
made in England, and none brought from foreign parts — 
Sir Giles Mompesson had a patent hereof — and to inquire 
and punish all who brought any flora foieign parts, and 
by which means there was jBI 0,000 a-month spent of our 
own bullion and silver, &c , to make this unprofitable stuff, 

' This humour did not last long 
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to the great diminishing of our silver, whereas the fault 
was laid upon the East India Company. 

Mitchell hath acknowledged his fault very penitently 
in the Lower House, comparing his sm to the sm of Cain. 


To tile Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 21, 1621 

Our sovereign came hither on Saturday night much 
better than he had been, God be thanked ; brought the 
prince to the council-board, and theie made him president 
of it ; and the Lord Mandeville, his highness’s deputy, 
who, as the muttering is, may perhaps ere long be lord 
keeper. That night, the Lord Gondomar had a veiy long 
audience of his majesty On the Loid’s day, the States 
had very private audience, three quarters of an hour, not 
any being there but his majesty and they , his majesty 
himself shutting the door. That done, his majesty brought 
them to the door, and theie spoke aloud to this effect, “ I 
will have my merchants and yours agree They would 
both run headlong to the Devil, but I will do my best to 
keep them fiom him.” They have been since twice with 
the lords of the council-boaid I now well hope they 
agree. 

It IS said the Lord Digby went yesterday by five in the 
morning for Spain ; and it is muttered, as if his lordship 
had three very large several commissions. The Loid Don- 
caster IS likewise gone, or leady to be gone for Fiance, 
who IS said to stand much for a match with them. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, March 24, 1620-1 

All I have I send you To the foreign, I can only add 
sure, that one Mr. Young,^ a Scottishman, beneficed near 
Ware, anon by dispensation, for a time preached at Ham- 
burgh to our English, hath returned to his friends about 

1 Thomas Young, M A , to whom the fourth of Milton’s Latin Elegies is ad- 
dressed, which IS mentioned also in the first of the poet’s “ Epistol^e Farailiares,” 
dated March 26 1625, m which he excused himself for not having written to 
Mr Young for thiee years 
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Ware, that he practi'^ed Lefoie the King of Bohemia at 
Hamburgh, and in his prayer beseeching God very affec- 
tionately for him ; the king, when sermon was done, came 
and took him by the hand, thanked him, and desiied him 
and others to do the like, as he trusted in God shortly to 
do well; that if oui king, his father-in-la\^ , would under- 
take the protection of the Palatinate, for Bohemia, and the 
rest, he should, with God’s assistance, do veil enough, 
though things at the present 'weie not as might be wisheil 
And though himself were absent now from those parts, 
yet had he there left behind him, e\en m Bohemia, that 
Mould not suffer things to go as his enemies would have 
them , and so bestow ed upon him a chain of gold with his 
own image upon it. 

For parliament news, I know it is impossible you should 
be now ignorant what is reported of tlie great lord chan- 
celloi ^ Strange bills against him , Thursday and Friday 
se’nnight, the days that shook him, and himself sick in his 
bed, all swollen in his body, and suffering none to come at 
him. Some say, he desired his gentlemen not to take any 
notice of him, but altogether to forget him, and not here- 
after to speak of him, or remember there was ever such a 
man in the world The seal, they say, was taken from 
him on Sunday last by the two marquises, and committed 
to the custody of Sir Thomas Lee (if I mistake not his 
Christian name), until the king should otherwise dispose of 
it. Strange to hear, what they talk at London of his 
former actions, and now of his present sickness Vanity 
of vanities — all is vanity ' How happy are you at Dalham, 
that live, as it were, out of the jurisdiction of these great 
temptations, and walk not upon the dangerous pinnacles 
of these tottering pyramids of such false happy dignities. 

This day is Sir Henry Yelverton to be heard in parlia- 
ment about some of his referisms. How he will speed, 
God knows. 

My lord treasurer,® late lord chief justice, desired the 
House not to wade into some actions of his; but had 

^ Bacon The dishonesty of the time had affected him very deeply 

2 Henry Montage, created Baron of Kirabolton and Viscount Mandeville, De- 
cember 19, 1620, and Earl of Manchester, February % 1627 

TOD. n 
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answer that they had not yet gone over shoes, but meant, 
before they ended, to go over hoots and all 

Sir Fiancis Mitchell, who, being a very lean-faced fellow, 
and coming before his majesty, his majesty asked him 
what news fiom Bethlem Tabor, telling him he was an 
Hungarian, and could not but know, &c. Some say he 
shall ride about, with his face to the hoise-tail, with two 
quart pots about his neck; be quite disknighted and dis- 
geiitleised for ever, fined and perpetually imprisoned. But 
otheis say that his life will hardly go untouched. 

It chanced, a little before my lord chancellor was so 
shaken, as you heard afore, that one of his gentlemen (I 
think, BushelP) came in the presence of the king, all 
covered with gold lace, and full of gold buttons, whom his 
majesty espying so gallant, and all glittering, asked who 
it was, and was told it was one of my lord chancellor’s 
gentlemen. 

“ By my soul quoth the king, “ I have never a servant 
so gay, with yellow buttons.” 

“ Sir,” said one that stood by, “ your majesty needs 
not wonder so much at his yellow buttons, for his master 
makes such buttons all this pailiament time ” 

“ By my soul ' he tells me,” quoth the king, “ that his 
master (saving your reverence) makes buttons ” 

If I had not trusted you would sometimes give me leave 
to be unmannerly, I would not have told you this tale . 
but I hope you will take me with another, but more to 
the purpose, and worthy to be related. It is that, there 
was some Bill lately put up in the Lower House that a 
little touched the king, and was therefore presently, with 
general consent, cast out of the House. The king hearing 
hereof, and having the Bill brought unto him, professed 
that he had been made believe, by those about him, that 
his subjects loved him not , but he saw by this how he 
had been abused ; and sent to the parliament to give them 
thanks, telling them that they should adjourn, and pro- 
rogue the parliament, both when, and for how long they 
should think fit, and continue at their pleasure ; conclude 

1 Thomas Bushell, who distinguished himself for his studies in mineralogy, and 
edited a book of Extracts of Bacon’s Philosophical Theory of Mineral Productions 
He died m Apul, 16'74 
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and do what they 'v\owld, all hlionld be at their dis- 
cretion ; and that hereafter he %vould have a parliament 
once every three years, as long as God gi anted him to 
rei/^n over them Is not this good, if it be true^ I h.ue 
it here by relation. But certain it is the Lords stick \\on- 
derfully fast by the Commons, and all take great pains. 

Nothing, they say, is to be expected for any piepara- 
tion for wars, until my Lord Digby returns with Ins answer 
from the archduke. We hear he hath been admirably 
entertained , but this I fear will be all he must look for. 


To the Rev Josejih Head. 

London, Mdrch -50, iOil 

On Monday, his majesty went to parliament, and there 
most graciously signified his acceptance of their loves unto 
him ; which was more than he expected , and also ap- 
proved of their doings, which he acknowledged to be 
■wisely and temperately done . and that now he studied 
how and wherein to give them all the content he could ; 
and therefore that there was not any intendment of his 
whatsoever, nor any affection which he bore to any person 
how great soever, but that if they should find it prejudicial 
to the State and commonwealth, he would decline from 
the same, yea, though it extended to his son Charles . 
bade them therefore press cheerfully on forward in their 
well begun course, without the fearing of any man’s face 
only advised them, for as much as the lord chancellor was 
a peer of the realm, and a great officer of the kingdom, 
they would look that the witnesses against him were suffi- 
cient, &c. And then departed back to Whitehall. 

His majesty being gone, the Lords resolved to go and 
thank him for his gracious inclination towards them, be- 
seeching the prince to be their speaker , who yielded there- 
unto. So they went to court into the presence chamber, 
the prince supported by the two archbishops When 
the king was come foith unto them, the prince said, that 
he was commanded by the Lords of the Upper House of 
Parliament, there present, to render their most humble 
thanks unto his majesty for his most gracious favour ex, 

E 2 
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tended that day unto them, and in hen thereof, to present 
most humbly their bodies, their lives, and their whole 
estates, to be at his service This done, the king, having 
awhile laughed well, said, “ Your speaker has troubled me 
with so much Greek and Hebrew that I cannot understand 
him. But, whether you have bribed him or no, I am sure 
your affections have bribed me, as that I shall ever love 
you.” And then iterated all unto them which he had 
said befoie. 

That afternoon, was Mompesson censured thus his goods 
forfeited , his lands, during his life , he fined besides 
i6l0,000; degraded of his knighthood, (yet with reserva- 
tion of his lady’s and children’s honour) no man to implead 
01 style him by the name of Sir Giles Mompesson, knight, 
but of Giles Mompesson, knave , and if he be taken, to be 
perpetually imprisoned in the Tower. Whereunto, it is 
said, his majesty hath added perpetual banishment. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle. 

Christ College, Cambridge, March 31, 1621 

The news of my lord chancellor continues much after 
that I wrote before . only they say that Sir James Ley 
supplied his place in the parliament , but the seal was not 
yet taken from him, though he sent it to the king, as 
willing to yield up his office but the king said he would 
not take it fiom him ; he must go to those that begun 
with him But, it is added, that black Dr Field, Bishop 
of Llandaff, is m likewise, for being my lord chancellor’s 
brokei for bribes ; and a letter of his shown where he un- 
dertakes to my lord vei bo sacerdotis, &c 

Sir Henry Finch ^ was last week examined before the 
high commission, about the book I wrote of, but wonder- 
fully privately. He gave up his answer in writing, which 
was sent to the king, and expected from him what should 
be his censure I thought he had been one of the com- 
mittees in parliament ; but that is Heneage Finch. I 
mistook 

1 One of the king's sergeants author of “ Nomotochsia,** and “ The calling of the 
Jews ” — See p 250 
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Our mayor, and town barges'., was quostiOJied as inca- 
pable, by reason of his mayoralty ; bnt they kindly per- 
mitted him until the bieaking up of this session; and 

yesterday our town chose a new one. Sir Hobart, of 

some kindred to my Lord Hobart, as I hear. 

On Monday, the king came to parliament, where the 
admiiable concord between the Lords, and Commons, and 
both with the king, and all with one another, was ex- 
pressed, and admired with unheaid-of affection. The king 
himself, and few there but shed reciprocal tears ; the king 
affirming himself now at length happy, ^\ho had been 
eighteen years enthroned in the kingdom, and had lived to 
see himseif in this present inthronised in his people’s hearts ; 
and that which he had long sought for, now at last to 
find, &c When the king was gone, the parliament com- 
manded the prince, in all their names, to carry thanks unto 
his majesty, who being led by the aichbishops, and at- 
tended by a select company of bishops and noblemen, 
performed his message with tears, fiom abundance of joy, 
telling his majesty that what affection wmuld not suffer 
the House to do m his presence, they had commanded him 
now to do in all their names. It is a day worthy to 
be kept holiday ; some say it shall, but I believe them 
not. 

The parliament is adjourned unto the 17th of April; 
others say but to the 10th. I have sent you a catalogue 
of the Acts agreed upon in this session, and offered to his 
majesty to be ratified. 


Dr. Meddus to tlie Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, April 6, 1621 

I send you here the funerals of the Bohemian affairs, if 
that be true which the enclosed reporteth. 

One of the three whipt ’prentices is dead, as is generally 
here affirmed by those who have been at London ; but 
thought not so ranch through the severity of whipping, as 
the indiscretion of the executioner who, meaning to favour 
him, by the speedy running of the cart, is said to have 
tied him too near it, so that he got some blows upon the 
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breast. They talk also this week there had been a Spa- 
niard beaten in the Exchange, for drawing upon and mis- 
using some gentlemen who, when they had done it, slipped 
away in the ciowd, and are not known. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stnteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, April 9, 1621 

I perceive now, that he that told me that he saw the 
statutes printed, was mistaken, for it is now no more but 
the two acts for the subsidies of clergy and laity. I dare 
swear you cannot be long ignorant of them Only, lest 
you may not have seen them, I observe, that the act for 
the laity makes a protestation in the beginning, that there 
was never any precedent of the like in any former par- 
liament, and humbly desires his majesty, that it may never 
hereafter be drawn into example, to the prejudice of future 
parliaments ; which is again repeated, with a proviso, at 
the end of the act. 

Upon Thursday, in the former week, my Lord Treasurer, 
Duke of Lennox, Bails of Pembioke, Arundel, and Dorset, 
Sir Thomas Edmondes, Sii Fulk Greville, Sir Julius Caesar, 
Sir Thomas Coventry, attorney, sat in the Guildhall at 
London, as commissioners, to appoint assessois for the 
Subsidy Act. Where my lord treasurer had in his speech 
these particulars, that Queen Elizabeth had, m the time 
she reigned, twenty subsidies, and thirty-six fifteenths, so 
that hereby she received, as it were, for every year of her 
leign j 650,000 per annum That King James hath had 
but four subsidies, and never a one worth above i680,000 ; 
so that there is never an eighteen years of Queen Ehza- 
beth’s reign, wherein her receiving this way did not exceed 
those eighteen years of King James’s about ^ 13,000,000. 
That neveitheless our king hath expended for wais, for 
building and repaiiing forts in Ireland, for reparation of 
the navy, above ^1,700,000 ; besides, his charges for em- 
bassies, and such like, much exceeded hers. 

That they should not fill their books with idle names, 
VIZ , those who were assessed in other places. That they 
should not assess poor men high, and the rich low, but 
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value every man’s estate according to their knowledge, 
and not then own confession; because rich men would 
seem poorer to escape charges, and poor men he accounted 
iich, to get credit, &c. That they should not follow former 
books, because in so long a time men’s estates were much, 
altered, &c. If you chance to be a commissioner, these 
heads will not be unprofitable ; they were related to me 
by one that heard the speech, and observed diligently. 

Concerning the disorder, and the whipping chear at 
London, whereof you have read in the enclosed, ‘ I saw on 
Saturday divers other letters, reporting the cause and 
manner diversely. But this week I leceived a more per- 
fect information by a trusty and intelligent friend, a 
citizen and an eye-witness of a great part thereof, which, 
because it contains some things since the last week’s letters, 
I will insert it as near as I can remembei. He reported 
It as follow eth 

Three ’prentices standing before their master’s door in 
Fenchurch Stieet, it chanced the Spanish ambassador 
came by in Ins litter, whereupon one of the ’prentices said 
to the other, “ Sirrah, knowest thou what goes there ? ” 
“ Why,” answered the other, “ what goes there ? ” Quoth 
the first, “There goeth the devil in a dung-cart;” winch 
being repeated, and a laugh rising thereupon amongst 
them, one of the ambassador’s company peiceiving it, said 
to the second ’prentice, “ Sir, you shall see Bridewell ere 
long for your mirth ” “ What ’ ” quoth the third, “ shall 

we go to Bridewell for such a dog as thou?” and there- 
with gave him a box on the ear, and struck up his heels. 
Complaint hereof came, ere long, to the mayor, and the 
matter being examined, though the mayor, as some say, 
would have been glad they could have excused them- 
selves ; but their sentence was to be whipped from Aid- 
gate through London, which on Wednesday, the former 
week, began to be performed. They were tied to a cart’s 
tail and whipped. At the first, it was not much known 
what the fault was ; but it being soon learned, and notice 
given, when they came to Temple Bar there were about 
300 of all sorts made the rescue, took them from the 

J See Dr Meddub’b letter of April b 
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cart, and beat the marshal’s men sore , and happy it was 
thought to be that there was little or no lesistance made, 
for there were said to be coming up Fetter Lane and 
Paul’s Cham the best part of 1000, who, seeing the rescue 
already made, dispersed themselves again. Hereupon, it 
IS said, that the ambassador sends to the lord mayor to 
know what the government of the city was , and how a 
man should have remedy that was injured To whom the 
lord mayor answered angrily, that he was not to give an 
account to him of the city government. Hereupon, Gon- 
domar intended to complain to the king, at Theobalds, of 
the mayor and the city, but was better advised by a 
Catholic English gentleman to complain only of those who 
did the injuiy, lest otherwise things might so fall out, 
that he might deprive himself of the opportunity of resi- 
dence within the city But, as soon as the notice of these 
things came unto the king, which was on Thursday, he 
presently takes post fiom Theobalds, and arrived at London 
m the evening. 

It happened, in the whipping time, that a brewer had 
offended either in word or deed, who therefore was to be 
whipped on Fiiday morning ; but the expectation being 
great, there came command from the council, when he was 
tied to the cart’s tail, to take him away, and suspend the 
execution , and presently there was news that his majesty 
was coming to the Guildhall, whithei, when he was come, 
he made a long speech, and threatened to put a garrison 
into the city, and make them maintain them, if there were 
no better rule kept, and take away their charter and 
swoid, &c , but concluded toward the end more faiily, if 
these things might be amended hereafter. So, upon Satur- 
day, the biewer was whipped, with the sheriffs of London 
and 100 halberdieis attending the cait, every constable 
m his precinct, and a strong watch m every piecinct, and 
every householder standing at his door with a halbert : the 
winch continued till three o’clock the next morning. 

On Sunday comes forth a terrible and strict proclama- 
tion In this proclamation, as I understand it, the city 
government is much taxed ; and it is stiictly commanded 
that no man, so much as by countenance or look, abuse or 
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express any irreTerenee for strangers, especially to ambas- 
sadors and their followeis Whosoever looks on, unless 
he presently apprehends the offender, and draws him to 
justice, shall be punished as deeply as if he had offended. 
His majesty will require every misdemeanour m this kind 
at the hands of every alderman in his ward, and not take 
disability or ignorance as an excuse. 

While the proclamation was reading, a gentleman in 
the crowd trod upon a Spaniard’s foot, who took him a 
box on the ear. He asking what reason he had for it, he 
gave him another, and the gentleman took both patiently. 
This I saw just now in a letter. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin StuteviUe 

Christ College, Cambridge, April 17, Ibil 

My task is now but small. The adjournment of parlia- 
ment makes an emptiness of home news ; yet I hear the 
Acts, wheieof I sent you a catalogue in my last, are 
pnnted, and that they lay upon the bookbinders’ stalls on 
Saturday 

I have seen a letter of my lord chancellor’s ' to the lords 
of the Upper House of Parliament, He says he is pie- 
paring for a higher court than theirs — the court of heaven ; 
that he would fain pieserve his honour and his fame un- 
stained, and desires that they would reserve their good 
opinion till he shall advise with his counsel to make an- 
swer ; and that they would not be moved at the noise of 
the number of bills against him, considenng he was a 
judge, and 2000 decrees went thiough his hands in a 
year. The Lower House, it is said, was much offended 


^ It IS With a sense of deep humiliation we refer to the complete degradation of 
this great intellect, for though his dishonesty placed him low enough, his meanness 
on its discovery dragged him still lower The influence of bad example in the head 
of the State did much to create that wide spread con option, which had infused its 
upas into the atmosphere of so mau> public offices Sir John Bennet, Judge of the 
Prerogative Court , Field, Bishop of Llandaff, and Sii John Yelverton Attorney- 
General, shared with Bacon the odium of dirtying their fingers with bribes — in a 
short time, other great criminals were discovered, denounced, and condemned for 
the same offence Had Diogenes looked for an honest man m the court of England 
in the days of the first Jame», his success would have been even more problema- 
tical than it was m Athens 
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that he wrote not to them, as interpreting it, that his 
great stomach would not vouchsafe to take any notice of 
them, and to be done out of a degree of contempt. 
Whereabout were many big words spoken ; and Sir Robert 
Phillips (I think) took occasion to discourse of a parlia- 
ment, and of the power and name of the House of Com- 
mons : proving the name of parliament most propeily to 
belong unto them, as presenting the body of the king- 
dom. 

On Thursday, a gentleman, a merchant who came fiom 
London but at seven o’clock that morning, reports con- 
fidently for a truth that the King of Spain' is dead That 
the mei chants had letters thereof two or three days before, 
but durst not publish it till news thereof should come to 
the court, whither now letters were come, and the courtiers 
appointed to mourn to-morrow. This may be an occasion 
of some alteration of present matters The same gentle- 
man brought the king’s last speech, new printed. I read 
it, but could obtain no more. The king says, that he could 
never have any House of Commons, that would use him 
with any respect until now. But this had shown more 
love and regard unto him, that not only himself had ever yet 
had, but any of his predecessois ever received, in yielding 
unto him two subsidies m natuie of a free gift and present. 
That his kingdom had seemed to him, till now, to be the 
best and happiest governed in the woild ; which now, with 
astonishment, he found to be otherwise. He saw it much 
hke unto his coppices, which on the outside seemed thick 
and well grown , but when he rode into the middle of 
them, he found them bare, and all bitten. He desired 
that what he then spake might be put into the records of 
the House. 

I have seen Sir Henry Finch’s “ The World’s Great 
Restoration, or, Calling of the Jews,” and, with them, of 
all the nations and kingdoms of the earth, to the faith of 
Christ. I cannot see, but for the main of the discourse, I 
might assent unto him. God forgive me if it be a sin, but 


1 Philip HI He died March 31 
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I have thought so many a day. But the thing which 
troubles his majesty is this, which I will wnte out to you 
veihatim . “ The Jews, and all Israel, shall return to their 
land and ancient seats, conquer their foes, have their 
soil more fruitful than ever. They shall erect a glorious 
church in the land of Judah itself, and bear rule far and 
near. We need not be afraid to aver and maintain, that 
one day they shall come to Jerusalem again ; be kings and 
chief monarchs of the earth; sway and govern all, for the 
glory of Chnst that shall shine amongst them And that 
IS it Lactantius saith, lib vii , chap. 1 5 . ‘ The Romans’ 
name (I will speak it, because it must one day be) shall 
be taken from the earth, and the empire shall return to 
Asia, And again shall the east bear dominion, and the 
west be in subjection.’ In another place : ‘ Asia and 
Egypt, all those large and vast countnes, the whole tract 
of the east and south, shall be converted to Chiist , the 
chief sway and sovereignty remaining with the Jews. All 
nations shall honour them.’ ” 

Some say, the king says he shall be a pure king, and 
that he is so old he cannot tell how to do his homage at 
Jerusalem. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, April 28, 3621 

For news, you see what it is, naught, naught • but I 
hope, over a year or two, we shall begin to hear better; 
for as yet w'e see it fatal, that all kings should go down- 
ward, and God will have his way, whatsoever we wish or 
think. 

I hear no other but some talk that the States’ fleet had 
taken a prize from the Spaniard of two ships, laden with 
chests of plate, a-coming for Dunkirk ; I know not how 
many thousands. Thus they talk from London. And 
they say that Colonel Cecifl made a biave speech in Par- 
liament, concerning the want of warlike provision in the 

^ Sir Edward Cecil, created Baion Cecil, of Putney, m 1625 and Viscount 
Wimbledon m the following year 
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kingdom, and the means to redress it ; they say, with much, 
approbation 

Sir Lionel Cranfield was a hot man for the Spanish 
trade in tobacco, insomuch that Sir Edwin Saudys should 
say, “ I am an Englishman, and for England, not for 
Spain.” 

They say, my Lord North’s brother put up a bill to have 
justice, and a lawful hearing, against Don Gondomar, for 
his ship and tobacco ; and that he was gone to prison 
again. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, May 4, 1S21 

On Monday, divers lords were with the lord chancellor. 
The next moiuing the seal was taken from him, who, at 
delivering of it up, said, “Detts dedit , culpa 'meaperdiditT 
Yesterday, he was censured to pay to the king, for his fine 
and ransom, ^ 40,000 ; imprisonment in the Tower during 
the king’s pleasure ; never to sit again in Parliament, nor 
in any court of justice, or to be m commission, or come 
within the verge, nor within twelve miles of the court ; and 
escaped degradation narrowly. Sir John Bennet, and 
others, are like to follow. • Fiat jushha 

On Tuesday, Floyd, a councillor, steward, and receiver 
in Shropshire, to the old Chancelloi Ellesmere and the 
Earl of Suffolk, a papist, and prisoner in the Fleet, was 
censured on Tuesday to ride thrice with papers, and stand 
in the pillory, and first at Westminster, for saying, “ Good- 
man Palsgrave, and Goody Palsgrave, may, or must go 
pack their children at their backs, and beg.” On Wednes- 
day should have been the first time, but his majesty 
stayed it. 

Yesterday, the king and House met. His majesty 
thanked them for the care they had of his son-in-law’s, 
daughter’s, and grandchildren’s honour. If it were in 
them to censure his prisoner, the censure should be exe- 
cuted ; otherwise, there should be a punishment equivalent 
to that they had set down. Which gave good content. 
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It IS said even now unto me, that Sir John Bennet hath 
gone to the House to-day, to answei or leceive his censure. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuferille. 

Cambridge, Ma} 5, lG2i 

Dr Meddus’s letter to Dr. Chadderton,^ the last week, 
contained something not ht to be made common. Where- 
upon I was content to be partaker of so much as he pleased 
to read unto me, not inquisitive into the rest I could 
almost guess, by what I have heard since by others, what 
weie those passages he concealed, or some of them ; for I 
heard that the queen'* was desirous to come into England, 
but her father had absolutely forbidden her. That the 
king should say, that, were it not for the person of his lady, 
whom he loved above all others, he could have wished he 
had married a boot’s daughter than be as the king of Great 
Biitdin. 

Dr. Meddus adds, that Sir John Bennet was committed 
to the sheriffs of London. 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

• London, May U, 1621 

It is said the prince hath gotten the lord chancellor’s 
fine, and given it him. Sir Francis Mitchell is deprived of 
honour, authority, and liberty. Floyd is not yet brought 
to ride, and stand thrice in the pillory. There is question 
between the Lords and the Commons, concerning the 
power of the House of Commons alone, without the 
Lords, which it seems yet hinders the execution . but I 
hope it will be. 

On Monday and Tuesday, as I hear, were above a 
hundred sworn to be examined against Sir John Bennet, 
but are reduced to about forty or fifty of the most preg- 
nant. On Wednesday, an act came up fiom the Commons, 

1 Lawrence Chedderton, master of Emanuel College, Cambridge He died m 
1640, aged 105 

2 Oi Bohemia Elizabeth, daughter of James 
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passed m the said House, against swearing, blaspheming, 
and drunkenness. 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

London, May 18, 1621 

On Wednesday was Sir Henry Yelverton censured by 
Parhament, at 10,000 marks to the king and 5000 to the 
Marquis of Buckingham, to make his submission at the 
bar, and to be imprisoned during pleasure The lord 
marquis remitted the fine unto him, and offered to join 
with the lords to his majesty for mitigation of the rest. 
The witnesses are still in examination against Sir John 
Bennet, whose censure is like to be heavy. 

There are petitions exhibited against two chancellors 
besides Di. Lambe, of Peterborough, and Dr. Cradock, 
of Durham The former stands stiffly upon his integrity, 
yet supposed to be foul ; the other is reported as fair to 
exceed Sir John Bennet, as he the late lord chancellor, 
who is very sick 

The censure of the House of Commons, formerly passed 
against Floyd, was, on Wednesday, again by both houses 
of Parliament jointly concluded of, without calling the 
authority of either into question ; and yet this to be no 
precedent But I hear not when it shall be executed 

It is said, the Earl of Arundel was yesterday at the bar, 
and afterwards sent to the Tower, for words used to or 
against some of the lords. 

Dr. Tounson,^ Bishop of Salisbury, died on Wednesday 
morning,® leaving a very poor widow, and thirteen children; 
in regard whereof some have charitably moved his majesty, 
that his brother. Dr. Davenant,® might succeed him. But 
the success is thought doubtful. 

^ Dr Robert Tounsoa, wbo bad been fellow of Queen’s College, Cambridge , and, 
in 3617, Dean of Westminstei In July, 1620, he was promoted to the Bishopric of 
Salisbury ^ May 15, 1621 

2 Dr John Davenant, master of Queen’s College, Cambridge, whose sister was 
the wife of Bishop Tounson, of Salisbury 
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Rev Jowpli Mead to Sir Martin StntenUe. 

Cm ist College, Cdmbnrlgc Maj 1^, Iu21 

They say and write that the Hollanders have sent six 
or eight waggons of their stolon silver to be coined in 
the Tower Is it to outbrave Gondoraar ? or is it their 
best merchandise * or would they do the Mint a kindness ^ 
Gondomar, they say, is sent foi home, having a great office 
bestowed upon him in Spain. He made a feast at Nonsuch, 
where many of oar grandees were, not without observation. 
This I saw written , but others talk as if Gondomar was 
afraid to go home, as having been too deep m the old 
faction, which now go down the wind 

They talk in London, that the King of Spam dying, 
should chaige his daughter, upon his blessing, never to 
marry with a heietic. And theie is a paper going about, 
vvheiem are his last words, and, amongst the rest, to his 
son, that he should make much of his sister, and never 
leave her till she were an empress . which words folks 
understand not. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Sfuieiille. 

Christ College, CambrrJge, May 26, 1621 

The news is partly good, and paitly bad, for Bohemia 
and Hungaria And I fear the worst is true; and 
doubt the other is false. 

We say here, that Dr Davenant shall be bishop of 
Salisbury,^ and keep his livings for two or three years. The 
revenue of the bishopiic, in the mean time, to be, as it 
were, sequestered for Dr. Tounson’s wife and poor chil- 
dren. Some said awhile (I know not out on what humour 
or grounds), that Dr. Balcanqual should be master of 
Queen’s ; but it is said now, that the king will grant them 
a free election. 


^ He was consecrated to thatsee November 18, 1621 
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To the Rev. Joseiph Mead. 

London, June 1, 1621 

On Saturday last, the lords of the Upper House added 
unto Floyd’s censure, formerly passed in the Lower House. 
On Monday, he received part of his punishment ; for he 
rode from Fleet Bridge to the Standard in Cheapside; 
his face towards the horse-tail, and papers about his hat, 
bearing this inscription, “For using ignominious and 
despiteful behavioui, reproachful and malicious words 
against the Piince and Princess Palatine, the king’s only 
daughter and children ” There he stood two hours on the 
pillory, when he had the K branded on his forehead, and 
was conveyed to the Fleet To-day he shall have rid 
thence to Westminster Palace, there to have stood two 
hours also on the pillory ; thence to have been whipped to 
Newgate, there to remain in perpetual imprisonment, fined 
in i85000, and never to bear arms, or come in company of 
gentle or honest men But yester evening, it w’as generally 
said, the pnnee had begged of the House the release of 
this day’s punishment, and of the king his fine But 
whether true or not, I yet know not 

The Earl of Ai undel will not make his submission ; 
therefore, lies still in the Tower; but is supposed will be 
by his majesty set free on Tuesday next, because on Monday 
the parliament is to be adjourned, and not anything to be 
accomplished, to the exceeding great grief of both Houses, 
and others Heieupon, they would not proceed to censure 
Sir John Bennet yesterday, but told him he shall have his 
liberty, if he can find sureties to be bound with him in 
^20,000, to appear when he shall be called for. He 
offered himself and his two younger sons, but were refused. 
Many others hereby escape, that begun to be called in 
question. 

Sir George Shirley, of Northamptonshire, near to Ox- 
fordshire, disarmed four years ago, had on Tuesday his 
arms restored unto him, though a great lecusant, and of 
^4000 yearly revenue. 
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To the Rer Joseph Mea»l 

Lonr'^on, JoneS, lf»2l 

On Saturday, the late lord chuncellur,’ and the Earl of 
Arundel, came forth of the Tower; hut the o.ul was fir^^t 
enforced to wiite a petitionary letter to the Loids, and 
afterwards make his submission But the pm ate ditFeience 
between the eail and the Lord Spencer, the piince will 
determine On Monday, the pailiament was adjouined 
till November 14 , but befoie, by Sir .James Peiiot’s“ mo- 
tion, seconded by divers others, a committee set down a 
notAhlQ declaration^, and recoided it; which I hear his 
majesty so likes, that he hath caused it to be tianslated 
into sundry language^, and sent it abroad 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Mm tin Stnteiilh. 

Christ College, Cambndjie, June 9, 1021 

What hath become of the parliament, I doubt not but 
by this time Sir Thomas* hath infoiined you. As also of 
the declaration, or protestation, made of the House of 
Commons, the 4th of June, being the last of their sittinjr, 
on behalf of the king’s children, and the general afflicted 
state of the tine professors of the same religion professed 
by the Church of England in foreign parts , that, being 
touched with a fellow-feeling of their distress, as members 
of the same body, they did with one unanimous consent, 
in the name of themselves, and the whole body of the 


' After his disgrace, we are told, “He still looked batk to the flesh-pots of 
Egypt, the lavonrs of the court, and, m addition to the restoration to liberty and 
the remission of his fine, boons which were granted, he sobcited with unceasing 
importunity both a pension and employment With this view, he continued to 
harass the king, the prince, and the favourite with letters, he pleaded his former 
services, he sought to move pitv by prayers the most abject, and to wm favour by 
flattery the most blasphemous But his petitions were received with coldnesb, and 
treated with contempt the repeated failure of his hopes soured his temper and 
impaired his health , and he died, the victim of mistaken and disappointed ambition, 
m the fifth year alter his disgra< e ” — hingurd^ vo! ix , p 385 
® Natural son of Sir John Perrot, lord deputy of Ireland m the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth He lived on his estate at Harelyton in Pembroke«»hire He was author 
of several works, and died February 4 . 3636 — Wood Athm Oton , vo! i ,co! 6056 
In this parliament of 1621, he served as knight of the shire lor the county of Pem- 
broke — Iff ’"zlks's Nohtm Par Immeni etna, f 197, edit London 1750 
* Rushworth, vol i , p 36 ^ Bn fhoma-* Holland 

VOL II S 
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kingdom whom they represent, declare unto his most ex- 
cellent majesty, and unto the whole world, their hearty 
grief and sorrow for the same ; and did not only join with 
them in their humble and devout prayers unto Almighty 
God, to protect his true church, and to aveit the dangers 
now threatened, but also, with one heart and voice, do 
solemnly protest, that if his majesty’s pious endeavours 
by treaty to preserve their peace and safety shall not take 
the good effect which is desired (m the treaty whereof they 
humbly beseech his majesty not to suffer any longer delay), 
that then, upon signification of his majesty’s pleasure in 
parliament, they shall be ready, to the uttermost of their 
powers, both with their lives and fortunes, to assist him, 
so as, by the divine help of Almighty God (who is never 
wanting to them who in his fear shall undertake the de- 
fence of his name), he may be able to do that by his 
sword, which, by peaceable courses, shall not be effected. 

The gentleman which brought a copy of this from 
London, yesterday, affirmed that, concerning Floyd, which 
1 am loth to believe, until I bear it again , viz , that he 
said at his branding, 8rc , that he would have given 
^1000 to be hanged, that he might have been a martyr 
in so good a cause And that a gentleman should affirm, 
openly, at his riding, that he had injury, and his censure 
was most unjust. Whereupon, a constable should arrest 
him for his words, whom he presently run through with 
his rapier, and then made an escape awhile on horseback, 
through some streets of the city, but at last was appre- 
hended, and now laid m Newgate. If you hear of it again, 
you may believe it , but I suspect it, because some who 
came from London, on Tuesday, could not tell of it. 

Dr. Snowden,^ Bishop of Carlisle, is dead The like 
was reported of Dr. Bridgeman,® Bishop of Chester , but 
It IS false , and of Montaine,* Bishop of Lincoln, which is 
feared will prove true Rochester^ is also very sick, and 

^ Dr Robert Snowden, who had advanced to the see of Carlisle, m December 
1616 

2 Dr John Bridgeman, consecrated Bishop of Exeter, m 1619 He was father to 
Sir Orlando Bridgeman, lord keeper of the great seal 

2 Dr George Monntaine translated to the bishopric of London, 1621 

^ Dr John Bnckeridge, made Bishop of Rochester, in June, 1611, and translated to 
the see of Ely, m 1627 He died May El, 1631 
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yet I look not to get a bishopric. London, it seems, is 
not yet determined of ; but Salisbury Dr. Darenant hath 
for certain 


Rev. Josejth Mead to Hir Martin Stuterille. 

Chmt College, Cambridge, June 16, 1621 

I could have sent you the copy of the Earl of Arundel’s 
letter to the Upper House, and the woids of his submis- 
sion ; but I feaied Sir Thomas Holland had prevented me; 
and stale news hath no good relish in it. Dr. Beale visits 
for the Margaret divinity professorship, which Dr. Dave- 
nant must, they say, about the commencement 


Dr Meddus to the Rer. Joseph Mead 

London, June 22, lb2l. 

Sir Edward Coke is said to be sequesteied flora the 
council boai d The Earl of Southampton is committed to 
Mr Dean of Westminster,* his keeper being Sii Ilichaid 
Weston The Earl desires three things of the Lords — 
That m regard his lady was much subject unto sudden 
grief and passion, his letter might be the fiist messenger 
of his detainment. 2. That because his son was ready to 
go to travel, he might first speak with him, and give him 
some directions, &c. 3. That he might be permitted, in 

his majesty’s presence, to answer all that should be ob- 
jected against him. The two former were granted, condi- 
tionally, that Sir Richard Weston might see the one, and 
hear the other . which were accordingly performed. The 
third was not in them to grant, but in his majesty, and 
therefore put off 

Sir Edwyn Sandys, also, and Mr. Selden, aie likevvise 
committed to the sheriffs. Sir Henry Spiller, and Foulis, 
one of the late patentees for gold and silver thread, it is 
said, searched Sir Edwyn’s study ; which done, required 
the lady’s keys, to search her cabinet and boxes, which she 
readily obeyed, and gave them up with this speech, that 
she wished his majesty had a key to unlock her husband’s 

* Dr WilluTUb 
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heart, that his majesty might see there was not any thing 
therein but loyalty. 

The rumour goeth that raany,‘ both Lords and Commons, 
are sent for up, and like to be questioned , as also the 
Lord Scroop, Sir Edward Sackville, Sir Edwaid Villiers, 
Sir Richard Weston, Sir Francis Fortescue, aie to be, &c 
Mr. Dean, of Westminster, was on Sunday swoin of the 
council. It is said he is like to be lord keeper, and hath 
appointed all his officers, though some opposition is like 
to be 

Yesterday afternoon, there sat a Marshal’s Court at the 
King’s Bench, in Westminster Hall The lord pi ivy seal, 
the Lord Duke of Lennox, the Lord Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, the Eail of Arundel, and the Viscount Doncaster, 
who saw Sir Francis Mitchel degraded of knmhthood, and 
proclaimed by the heralds, Francis Mitcfiel, hmie 

There is a commission for examining of those businesses 
about these detained the lord duke, the Lord Marquis 
Buckingham, the Eail of Arundel, Sir Lionel Cranfield, 
and Mr. Secretary Calvert. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, June 23, 1621 

The last Saturday failed wholly of foreign news; the 
winds, I suppose, have been these three weeks opposite. 
Neither came then much domestic of much woith, as 
that Dr Laud, mastei of St John’s, in Oxford, was Dean 
of Westminster , Dr Donne, Dean of Gloucester,® Dr. 
Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, and Dr. Mountaine, of Lin- 
coln, Bishop of London Some other suspicions also of 
further matters, which since ha\e more appeared For 
since the beginning of this week we have had general 
reports from London again and again, that the Earl of 
Arundel should be made, or was already, Earl Maishal of 
England, and some add. Warden of the Cinque Ports 
That the Earl of Southampton, Sir Edwyn Sandys, Sir 

^ “ Others wrote that Mr Hakewell, one of the committees of the Commons, was 
likewise restrained ” — Note of Mr Mead 

2 Neither of these promotions took place 
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Samuel Sandy«, and Mr. Selden, were committed. That 
pursuivants were gone for Sir Edward Coke and Sir Ed- 
ward Giles. That my Lord Zoiich should be put fiom the 
privy council That Dr. Williams was sworn of the pi ivy 
council, and should be (some said was) Lord Chancellor of 
England. That my Loid of Canterbuiy, and Dr. Moiton, 
Bishop of Coventry and Litchheld, w'eie like to be (some 
said alieady were) confined 

These were the reports the first part of the week, but 
on Thursday night I chanced to speak with a Cheshiie 
gentleman, my fiiend, who came fioni London that day, 
having been there well nigh these three w eeks, who, upon 
better intelligence both fiom court, and otheis, leports as 
followeth. That it was affirmed that the Eail of Arundel 
was, or should be, earl maishal , but he heard nothing of 
his being warden of the Cinque Poits That the Earl 
of Southampton was committed to the dean’s house of 
Westminster, and Sir John Weston appointed to be his 
keeper, whom anothei affirmed to me to be a lecusant, or 
thought so That Sir Edw'yu and Sir Samuel Sandys, 
and Mr. Selden, were also committed Sir Edwyn to one 
of the sheriffs of London, and Mr Selden to another No 
cause IS known of these things, but that it was his ma- 
jesty’s pleasure, for reasons reserved to himself alone. A 
counsellor of law, who had visited Mr. Selden, told this 
gentleman that Mr. Selden had told him, that as soon as 
Sir Edwyn and himself were apprehended, their studies 
weie presently searched, and all their parliament notes, 
and papers thereabout, earned away And I am told by 
another, that Mr. Selden was employed by eight lords of 
the Upper House, having their hands thereunto, to make 
search of the records in the Tower, wherein he is more 
skilled than any man whatsoever 

That there had been such reports, as aforesaid, of Sir 
Edward Coke and Sir Edward Giles, and some others; 
but, as far as he could learn, without any grounds. That 
he was certain, as yet, theie was no such thing concerning 
Canterbuiy and Litchfield, the latter of whom, being his 
kinsman, he went unto, and found he had heard of such a 
rejiort, but seemed to him not to feai any such matter, 



262 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


and thereupon went to the court at Wanstead, to show 
himself. That Dr. Williams was sworn of the privy council ; 
and that he waited on Sunday, from ten m the morning 
till seven at night, for the sealing of his patent for lord 
chancellor, and that the wax was choosed for it yet 
some lords of the council had gotten the prince to move 
his father to defer it for awhile, which he obtained ; how- 
soever, the king and the marquis were downright for him. 
Some think this deferring to be an lU sign, as is wont in 
court suits • but others think it is only till he be elected 
Bishop of Lincoln, for the more honour. Time will show. 

That concerning my Lord Zouch, he had not heard any 
thing That the judges and council bad met often, to 
knoAV whether his majesty might not, by his sole power, 
call the parliament again before the 14th of November, 
whither it was adjourned by the Houses themselves ; and 
it was said to be resolved that a new parliament he might, 
but this, by the laws of the kingdom, he could not. 

Dr. Meddus told a friend of mine this week, that the 
Pnnce Palatine had wntten to our king, that if his majesty 
had bestowed the money which be had spent in treaties, 
and upon the navy to Algiers, in behalf of the Spaniard, 
upon his daughter and children, their inheritance had been 
preserved, and they need not have sued to their enemies. 
Whereat his majesty was offended not a little 

I had almost forgot to tell you, that on Wednesday the 
parliament censure was executed upon Sir Francis Mitchel, 
where were present the Lord Duke of Lennox, the Mar- 
quis Buckingham, and the Earl of Arundel, and a fourth, 
whose name I know not. Eight heralds came in their coat- 
armour, broke his sword over his head, and cut his spurs 
from his heels, and then made proclamation that none 
hereafter should style him by the name of Sir Fiancis 
Mitchel, Knight, but Francis Mitcliel, arrant knave then 
he went back in his coach to his prison, in Finsbury, all 
the boys hooting after him Yet there rode with him m 
the coach two with gold chains about their necks, in the 
sight of all men, as one told me, which said he saw it ; but 
Mitchel himself sat in a comer, unseen 
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Rev Joseph Mead to f^ir Martin >ifnteritle. 

Christ Coliegp, Can.bndge, June iO, l«>2i 

Corrantos, I know not what is bocoine of them. 'J’hat 
which Dr. Meddus wrote from London on Saturday, heie 
it IS , the most whereof, as for domestic, I presented in my 
last. Yet I heard since, and besides, that on Tuesday, 
the last week, the Eail of Pembroke would have yielded 
up his staff. 

It IS said that, this week, the Countess of Southampton, 
assisted by some two more countesses, put up a petition 
to the king, that her lord might answei before himself, 
which they say his majesty granted. I am told that Dr 
Balcanqual should not write that Dr Williams had the 
seal for lord keeper thrice given him, and taken fiom him, 
in one day. They say, the king should say, Chailes w'as 
against it; and how could he make him recompense, 
unless he gave it him t To which, some rejiort, the doctor 
answered, he should be content wnth the bisliopiic of 
London, if he might hold his ileaneiy still tn eomniendatu 
He hath sat, and spoken in the Stai Chambei. One tells 
me, that he entertained, a good while since, fifty household 
servants We talk (but I know not) that Mr Lane, of 
St. John’s, is become his chaplain 

We hold still that Dr. Gwiii is Bishop of St. David’s,* 
and Mr. Senhouse® shall have his mastership 

The King and Queen of Bohemia weie lately royally 
entertained at Amsterdam, where all the Englishwomen of 
fashion came to the queen, and w’ere graciously accepted. 
One Mr Paget, an English preacher, preached before 
them; his text, that of the revelation to the angel of 
the church of Smyrna, “ Be faithful unto death, and I 
shall give thee a crown of life ;” which he argued (as they 
say he can well do), according to the present occasion, 
bravely, 

I am told now, as a secret, that the Earl of Southamp- 
ton hath been searching concerning the lawffulness of the 


^ Dr Owea Gwin, roaster of St John’s College, in Cambridge He died m 
2 Richard Senhoube, fellow of $t John’s, Cambridge , aiterwards D D , aiul 
Dean oi Gloucester, and made Bishop of Carlisle in 1624 
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Eail of Hertford’s marriage, which is that whereat the 
king IS offended ; foi it was said that in the last parliament, 
somebody should propound a motion to pronounce that 
issue illegitimate. Some talk of other things, but I think 
all unceitain. 

They say there is a proclamation come, or coming, con- 
cerning Sii Edwin Sandys, to let the people know that he 
is not lestrained for his semce in Pailiameut, but for 
other personal matters. 

It IS said that my lord treasurer should, in his speech to 
the judges, admonish them that they should, in their 
chaiges, direct their speeches so as might impnnt and pre- 
sene a good and reveient opinion in the people concerning 
his majesty, his government, and liis meaning iii the present 
businesses and affaiis of state But I have told you 
enough of these high matteis I pi ay keep not my letter 
to read to any body. The times are full of jealousy, and 
he that means no hurt may be misconceived; and that 
which hath no other root but an excusable curiosity, will 
be thought to proceed from misaffection 


Eev. Joseph Mead to Sir Mai tin Stuteville 

Christ College, Cambridge, July, 1621 

Notwithstanding that Sir James Lee, as I told you, had 
married the niece, yet, contrary to some men’s expecta- 
tion, he hath now missed the lord keepership. For it is 
the general report now, that the purse and great mace 
were, on Tuesday in the afternoon, sent by his majesty to 
Dean Williams,* as he was sitting in chapter, with his pre- 
bends, about church affairs The bell is now ringing to a 
congregation , and they say it is to send letters giatulatory 
from the university, according to our fashion. 

I was told, yesterday, that he had upon his knees 
petitioned the king, that no officers might be put upon 
him, but that himself might choose them at his fiee 

^ Afterwanh Archbishop of York, equally eminent as a statesman and divine, 
though this emmeiM e was not of the most desiiable hmd He was the creature of 
Bwkmgbam, and rapidly attained the highest honours m church and state He 
lost the duke’s fa\our, and then was just as rapidly degraded, fined, and imprisoned 
He survived till the u*ar 1650 
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libeity ; that so, if any thing were amiss, he might not 
answer for the faults of those he could not do withal: 
which being granted him by his majesty, it is said, the 
piince (as it seems not knowing thereof) presently sent his 
letters for one of his servants, or some that he was moved 
to favour , to whom the lord keeper answered, that he 
desired his highness would paidon him, since he had upon 
his knees obtained the favour aforesaid of his highness’s 
father 

How true this is I know not ; but I heard, above ten 
days ago, that he had petitioned his majesty for the enter- 
taining of many of the Lord Egerton’s, his old lord’s ^ 
officers, that by their expenence he might, at the first 
beginning, be directed , which, his majesty should say, was 
a very reasonable suit Whether the former report be not 
some mistake of this I know not. 

It IS said, either to-morrow or Sunday, he is to be con- 
secrated Bishop of Lincoln. 

You have heard, I know, of the hot encounter between 
Bayly, Bishop of Bangor, and the king, concerning the 
matter of the Sabbath, by occasion of what he had written 
in his book concerning the 'practice of piety Some now 
begin to talk as though he were, or would be, restrained. 
But 1 think it is upon no great ground they have, who 
reported it. 

We talk here as though the Earl of Southampton should 
refuse to answer the commissioners assigned, unless they 
accused him of felony or treason, because he is a Parlia- 
ment man ; but I cannot hear much confirmation of it. 

They are come from the congregation, and it was for the 
end aforesaid. The letters were read, to be sent in pomp, 
as Mr. Power says, the vice-chancellor ushering them 
with a speech The Chancellor of York, Dodsworth, 
affirms he saw the purse and the mace carried before the 
dean, in his surplice, coming from prayers, on Tuesday at 
night. Now foi the clergy 

Dr. Bainbridge® told us at dinner even now, that Dr. 
Puce, of Oxford, was committed for a sermon, wherein he 

^ He had been chaplain to Lord Chancellor Egerton 
2 Fellow of Chribt College, Cambridge, and afterwards master* 
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was too busy with Rochelle, the Palatinate, and the 
Spaniard. Of Rochelle he said, that once before, in like 
distress, it was relieved by miracle; but we must not 
always look for miracles, but were bound to use the means 
God had enabled us with, for relief of that cause God 
approves Of the Spaniard be related, by way of appli- 
cation, that of Baladan, King of Babel’s ambassador to 
Hezekiah- 2nd Kings, chap, xx., verses 13 to 18 . It 
may be this gave occasion to the report of the restraint of 
Bayly, Bishop of Bangor, seeing both are Welchmen ; but 
they say the king answers, he will hang Price. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, Julj 1 , 1621 

Mr Boswell,^ sent out of France to court, and now to 
return, made a stay to visit his old friends ; from whom I 
learned, that the Earl of Southampton was thought to be 
in a different crime from Sir Edwin Sandys and the rest ; 
namely, to have had some pnvate intercourse and practice 
with the King and Queen of Bohemia, to further their 
cause, and means of relief from hence, and some beginning 
as it were of confederation ; in that there were letters sent 
by him, subscribed by many hands, as undertaking in 
their behalf. I hear not that Sir Samuel Sandys and 
Hakewell are amongst the detained. 

Withers,® for his motto, is in the Marshalsea ; the king 
threatening to pare his whelp’s claws 

OnWednesday last. Sir James Lee® married the marquis’s 
kinswoman, and, as some think, may be lord keeper. 
Whether Dr. Williams shall marry the other or no, as was 
said when he was near the broad seal, I know not. 

The King of Denmark hath quartered eight thousand 

* William Bwwell, educated at Jesus College, m Cambridge , afterwards knighted, 
and resident for Charles I m Holland Died, 164'7 

2 George Wither, author of “ Abuses Stnpt and Wbipt/ which Jed to his 
residence m the Marshalsea He wrote several other works, some satirical, and 
others of a pastoral and religious character His best work being his “ Shepherd’s 
Hunting,” which he wrote m prison 

® Made lord chief justice of the King’s Bench, m January, 1621 In 1624 was 
made lord high treasurer, and Baron Ley, of Ley, and, in 1626, Earl of Marl- 
borough He died March 14, 1628 
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men in Schomberg’s country, and the rest of his army 
about Hamburgh, and is gone back to a Parliament in 
Denmark. His quarrel against him grew from bearing 
the title of Duke of Holst, purchased from the emperor. 
Thus says Mr Young, preacher to our English at Ham- 
burgh, who was at Cambridge this commencement. 

Our prevaricator was committed before he had done his 
act, for telling us that he would give us music, but he 
would not play upon Gondomar’s fistula, Gondomar’s pipe. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martini StuteeiUe. 

Christ College, Cambridge, July 2i, 1621 

It was true that I wrote last of the Bishop of Bangor. 
On Thursday was se’nnight, he was examined before my 
Lords of Canterbury, Durham, Winchester, Lincoln, 
London, and Sir John Bird, dean of the Arches ; and it 
was talked at London then, that he should be degraded, 
and some idly added, that he should be made incapable of 
any preferment, save a * * *, as a reward for his puritan- 
ism. What is true, I know not. It was true also of 
Dr. Pnce, for a sermon before the king, on Sunday was 
fortnight; but he was not long restrained. He is the 
prince’s chaplain. 

The Earl of Southampton’s answer to the commissioners 
sent from the king to take his answer to certain interroga- 
tories, was, that if his offence were criminal, he was to 
answer in the Star Chamber; if capital, at the King’s 
Bench ; if of lesser moment, at the council-table. Howso- 
ever, before he would give answer, he desired to be resolved 
in one question ; viz , whether, being a peer of the parlia- 
ment, he might challenge that privilege and liberty, by 
the laws of the kingdom, which every member of the par- 
liament was to have during the parhament ; yea, every 
one of their servants, &c. Whereunto, when they gave 
him no answer, he said, that, for his own part, he was 
resolved not to do anything which might prejudice the 
privileges and freedom of parliament and the members 
thereof, and therefore desired that he might make his 
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answer in parliament, and in the presence of his majesty. 
Other answer he would not give any. 

About the end of last week, the Earl of Oxford was 
committed to Alderman Cockayne’s. His fault was 
thought to be too bold speech in behalf of the Earl of 
Southampton. 

Our master, fiom the court at Royston, on Thuisday 
morning, brought news of a jubilee at London • viz., that 
most of the restrained persons were set free ; the Earl of 
Southampton, Northumberland, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir 
Henry Yelverton, and I know not uho besides That the 
lord keeper came with the Earl of Southampton to Theo- 
balds, where the king had pnvate speech with him an 
hour. We shall hear moie to day. 

On Thursday and Friday night, it is said, the king lay 
at Theobalds. 

John Chamlerlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton, 

London, July 21, 1621 

This week I received your letter by Martin, and presently 
sent away the enclosed to Sir Dudley Digges, who is not 
in town , but having attended a good while after the term 
upon hopes and promises, grew weary of court holy-water, 
and got him home 

As for my Lord of Winchester,^ he is so much employed 
at court in the high commission, and other such service, that 
he is seldom to b^e found, which uncertainty, together with 
mine own retired disposition (that grows fast upon me), is 
the cause that I do not often seek him. The next morning, 
after my coming to town, he sent for me to go somewhere 
with him to dinner ; but I had then so much business, that 
I could not then possibly attend him, though I would 
never so fain. 

On Sunday, the Earl of Arundel had the baton delivered 
him, and was made earl marshal, at Theobalds The king 
would have given him ^2000 a-year pension withal, but 
(whatsoevei the leason was) he would not accept but the 
ordinaiy fee, which is £'iQ per annum 

On Monday, the Marquis Buckingham came to town, 

^ Dr Lancelot Andrews 
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and made many visits. He was with the Earl of Xorthiim- 
berland and Sir Heiny Yelverton in the Tower; with the 
Earl of Southampton two hours toi^ether, at Westminster ; 
with the Earl of Oxford at Sir William Cockaine’s; with 
Sir Thomas Lake, at his house; in all which places his 
coming was taken for a good presage, like the appeanng 
of St Elmo after a tempest And accoidingly, on Monday 
morning, very early, the lord keeper ^ carried the Earl of 
Southampton to Theobalds, where the king, before he 
began his progress, had long conference with him, none 
bnng admitted into the room but the lord keeper and the 
Lord of Buckingham , but, m conclusion, the lord keeper 
brought him home to his own house, in Holbom, dined 
with him, and there left him at liberty He hath won a 
great deal of good will in dealing so really and effectually 
for him, and being reputed the chief instrument of his de- 
liverance, and of reconciling and salving all tliat was amiss- 
We cannot aim at the cause of Ins restraint You may 
perhaps guess better on that side, for some think that it 
was for looking too much that way. 

That afternoon, the Earl of Northumberland was released 
from his long imprisonment in the Tower, whence the Lord 
of Doncaster went to fetch him, and brought him home to 
his house with a coach and six horses It was my chance 
to see him in Paul’s churchyard ; and in my judgment, he 
is nothing altered from what he was more than fifteen 
years ago, that he was committed. He hath liberty to he 
at Petworth, or in any place within thirty miles compass 
of it, within which circuit I take Sion to be The wardeis 
of the Tower make great moan that they have lost such a 
benefactor 

Captain North was delivered then likewise, and Sir 
Henry Yelverton the next day, with hope that his fine 
shall be remitted. And, to make up a full jubilee. Sir 
Edwin Sandys and Mr. Selden are set free from the sheriffs; 
and the Earl of Oxford from Sir William Cockaine, after 
admonition at the council-table, and order to follow the 
king, to know his further pleasure. Whatsoever his offence 
was, the king deals graciously with him, in not withdrawuiir 
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the grant he had gotten of making a haron. The others 
are likewise to have their absolution from the king’s own 
mouth, though perhaps their errors were different. Not 
so much as Floyd but shall be partaker of this general 
grace, his enlargement being signed, and, by mistaking, 
directed and sent to the warden of the Fleet, whereas he 
is in Newgate, All the lords and great men about this 
town, go to visit and congratulate with the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland. The Earl of Arundel supped with him the 
first night, and dined there the next day, whither came 
likewise, unbidden, the Spanish ambassador, who is grown 
so affable and familiar, that on Monday, with his whole 
tram, he went to a common play at the Fortune, in 
Golding Lane, and the players (not to be overcome with 
courtesy) made him a banquet, when the play was done, 
in the garden adjoining. The Earl of Northumberland 
continues at Sion for ten days, and then goes to Petworth, 
thence to Penshurst, to see his daughter Lisle, and so 
where he thinks good, within his precincts. The Lord of 
Doncaster went that way yesterday towards France, having 
in his company the young Lord Wriothsley and the lord 
treasurer’s ' eldest son.® 

It is commonly reported that Sir Henry Rich shall 
shortly go ambassador to Brussels, to condole with the 
infanta the death of the archduke. 

We have as much cause here to complain of the weather, 
for such a summer, I think, was never seen, especially 
after so hard a winter ; yet there is great show of plenty 
of com and grape upon the ground, if it please God to 
send it well in ; but it seems this is the age and year of 
extravagances and wonders. 

Herewith I send you a sermon of Dr. Laud’s on the 
king’s birthday, because it is after the manner of the 
Bishop of Winchester’s preaching, and because it some- 
what touches the idle conceit of Sergeant Finch’s book, 
of the calling of the Jews. 

^ Vicccunt Mandeville, afterwards Earl of Manchester 

2 Edward, second Earl of Manchester, the celebrated Parliamentary general, who 
commanded at Marston Moor 
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John Chamherlain, Esq , to Dudley (Jarhton. 

ILondou, AttgiiPt 4, il»21* 

Sir Dudley Di""es was in town on Sunday, but his stay 
was so little that I did not see him. His errand was to 
condole and comfort the Lord of Canterbuiy for that 
heavy mishap and when he had despatched that duty, he 
went away in post as he came For aught I can learn, 
there is no more sorrow than needs, and I could wish they 
were somewhat more sensible of such a disaster; for how- 
soever mischances may light anywhere, and cannot be 
prevented, yet what should a man of his place and pro- 
fession be meddling with edge-tools ; and, no doubt, both 
his own ill-willers and the common adversary will be ready 
enough to take advantage, and make the worst construc- 
tion. Presently, upon the fall of the fellow, w'ho lived 
not half an hour, he sent away to inform his majesty; 
who returned a gracious answer, that such an accident 
might befall any man , that himself once had the ill luck 
to kill the keeper’s horse under him ; and that his queen, 
in like sort, killed him the best brache he ever had, and 
therefore willed him not to discomfort himself. The 
keeper and he were both on horseback, and m a standing, 
as was reported. It is given out his lordship will provide 
for the widow and three children in competent manner — 
some say more, some less. John Backhouse was present, 
and one of the jury, to inquire, as the manner is, how he 
came by his death ; and they gave up a strange kind of 
verdict, and found it done per infortumum sum propnm 
culpm. 

On Monday, the Lord Keeper, Lord Treasurer, I^ord 
Privy Seal, Lord of Arundel, Lord Brocke, Lord Cranfield, 
Secretary Calvert, and the Master of the Rolls, sat at 
Guildhall, upon the subsidy, which is to be paid m No- 
vember. The lord keeper made a convenient speech, 
which tended (as likewise the lord treasurer’s) that, find- 
ing the rates of this last subsidy to fall from those of former 
times, they must take order that these be raised higher. 

^ His grace wa'^ enjoying the sport of cleer-shootmg, ami had the misfortane to 
kill a man instead ot a stag 
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The Earl of Arundel hath the impost of currants granted 
him at so easy a rate, that it is thought he will gam ^4000 
or iSSOOO a-year by them at least 

Whatsoever the matter is, the marriage of Mi. Wraye 
with the Lord Norris’s, or Earl of Beikshire’s daughter, 
hath found some rub, and goes not forward. 

On yesterday, the king was to be entertained by the 
Lord of Buckingham at Burleigh, in Rutlandshire, a house 
of the Lord Hamngtoii’s, that he bought of the Lady of 
Bedford, where was great provision of players, masques, and 
all manner of entertainments ; and this day the court 
removes to Beauvoir 

We hear the king hath knighted, with good giace, one 
Lambe,^ commissaiy of Noithamptonshire, a man much 
complained of this last parliament, and painted more foul 
than Sir John Bennett, at Ashley, whence there is come 
out a new proclamation against lavish and licentious 
talking in matters of state, either at home or abroad ; 
which the common people know not how to understand, 
nor how far matters of state may stietch or extend, for 
they continue to take no notice of it, but print every week, 
at least, corrantos, with all manner of news, and as strange 
stuff as any we have from Amsteidam 

I had almost forgot that the Lord St John, the Mar- 
quis of Winchester’s son, is lately dead, and his widow,® 
they say, bespoken. 

John Chamherlain, Esq., to Si7 Dudley Carleton. 

London, August 18, 1621 

The king was so pleased and taken with his entertain- 
ment at the loid marquis’s,® that he could not foibear to 
express his contentment in certain verses he made there, 
to this effect — that the air, the weather (though it w'ere 
not so here), and every thing else, even the stags and 
bucks in their fall, seemed to smile, so that there was 

^ John Lamhe who afterwards obtained some celebnt} in the proceedings against 
Archbishop Williams. 

- Mary, daughter of Anthony Brown, Viscount Montacute Her second husband 
was William, second son of Thomas, Loid Arundel, of Wardour 

® Buckingham 
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hope of a smiling boy withm a while; to which emi he 
coiiclinled withawisli, or roiuui, for the felicity and friic- 
tifulness of that viituons and hajijty couple ; and, in a way 
of amen, caused the Bishop of Limdon, in his piesence, to 
give them a benediction. 

The Loi d of Arunders grant of the currants goes not 
forwaid, but m lieu thereof, and of ceitain ancient pri- 
vileges and profits incident and belonging to liis office of 
eail marshal, he is to have a pension of 52000 per annum 
for liiinself and his son 

The lord keeper hath gotten the deaneiy of Westminster 
III commendum, during the time he shall continue Bishop 
of Lincoln, besides his parsonage of Walgrave, in Xoith- 
amptonshiie, and a good prebend of that chinch, attached 
to the bishopric of Lincoln for ever 

Though the Archbishop of Canteibury had that gracious 
answer upon the first news of his misfortune that I wiote 
you, yet, I heai since, that fair weather begins to over- 
cast, and clouds to gather against him , as likewise it is 
doubted, for all the semblance ’tw ivt Sir Edwaxd Coke 
and his lady, that his nails will lie paied ere long. 

The Duke of Lennox is in possession, and hath taken a 
lease of Hatton House, but upon what tenures, or for how 
long, I cannot learn He is not like to be long alone if 
the speech be true, that we are to have twm or three dukes 
more made to bear him company. 

We hear the Lord Chandos’ is dead by the way, in his 
return from the Spa 

Here be two merchants, James and Green, men of good 
estimation, both for wit and wealth, lately broken for 
great sums, and it is doubted more will follow Ten, or 
rather twenty, as otheis say, of our best merchant ships 
are pressed here in the river, for some service, which is 
thought to be either to keep the Hollanders in corvello 
about the East Indian trade, or to relieve Rochelle in case 
of need ; or (which is most likely) to lepel the insolence 
of the French fishermen, who have lately usurped and 
encroached extremely upon the coast of Rye, and those 
parts, without all limitation ; and what with unlawful 

* Gie} filth baron died on the 10th o! 

lU T 



274 


THE COURT 4.ND TIMES OF 


nets and other disorders, hare quite spoiled all the fishing 
of the coast. 

I perceive our East Indian merchants have here a strong 
apprehension, that the Hollanders’ general or principal 
factor in the East Indies is not sound ; which they collect 
by divers arguments, not only touching their past dif- 
ferences, and that concern the common alliance, but that 
he is false to his own master, and, as they stick not to 
say, popishly affected, and even jesuited ; whereby he doth 
still helium, ex bella set ere in those parts, and, by over- 
laying the business, threaten to overthrow all. 

I know not whether you have heaid, that the Venetian 
ambassador’s secietaiy, wnting in a room at Quest or’s, 
where the letters he, a packet of the Florentine ambas- 
sador comes to be missing, for which he makes great 
complaint ; and the Venetian as fast, that his man should 
be suspected In the mean time, it breeds no good blood 
between those two States, where there was no sound intel- 
ligence before 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, September 14, 1621 

My Lord of Canterbury was on Tuesday at court, kissed 
the king’s hand, had piivate gracious words, held his 
place at council; also, went before bis majesty to and 
from the chapel, dined there, and departed cheei fully 
So there is hope yet all will be well, though some seem to 
doubt. 

The Rochelle commissioners had full as much, and more 
content of his majesty by word than looked for, and hope 
of performance. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Cambridge, September 15, 1621. 

That which hast made me forget the last time, shall be 
the first I write at this, that Dr. Cotton,^ Bishop of 

^ Dr Wilhara Cotton, edaeated at Queen's College, Cambridge, Archdeacon of 
Lewes, m Sussex Canon Residentiary of St Paul’s, and made Bishop of Exeter, 
m November, 1598 He died August 26, 1621 
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E\etei, IS dead, and our master* shall succeed Inm. The 
means was reported unto me as followeth. Lord of 
Hunsdon, who is much favoured hy the maiquis, had, 
together with him, heeu with the king at Windsor, to ki'^s 
his hand, and found him at that pre«(‘nt \ery pleasantly and 
graciously disposed. It happened, as he was gone out 
from him, that he met the first message of the bishop’s 
death arriving at court, which opportunity, and Ins 
majesty’s gracious temper at his depaituie from him, 
mo^ed him to return , and, acquainting themaiquis there- 
with, they both went piesently to his majesty, and obtained 
it for our master, before others could hear of the vacancy 
Some say that my loid keeper put in hi^ good woid On 
Tuesday, the day after I came fiom Dalhain, our niastei 
went suddenly foith, being by post sent for to the court at 
Windsor, by my Lord of Hunsdon, to gne thanks to his 
majesty, and those who had done so well for him. On 
Satuiday, at night, he returned again; and was on Sunday 
at diiinei in oui hall, when he ^ely kindly inqmied how 
you dnl, and whether you would not be here thi‘'fair-tirae, 
expressing much desiie to see you lieie befoie he went to 
London. I told him you w'ere to come this way at 
Michaelmas 

A friend told me, this fair-time, that Ben Jonson was 
not knighted, but escaped narrowly, for that his majesty 
would have done it, had there not been means made (him- 
self not unwilling) to avoid it. 

The general repoit here is, that my Loid of Canter- 
bury’s healing was on Monday , but what is done, the 
reports were yesterday but uncertain, though most that 
It went against him some, that he was deposed ; 
others, that he was persuaded to resign his bishopric 
himself, and yet that the king much graced him m the 
presence the day before They say that he shall have 
a liberal pension foi life otheis, that Winchester shall be 
Canteibury, and ray Lord Keeper Bishop of Winchestei. 
And some talk about my Lord Tieasuier shall be chan- 
cellor, and my Lord Cranfiield tieasurer, if my Lord 


* Dr Valentine Car) , wbo was conserratedi Bishop of Exeter, 
and died na 1627 


November li, 1621, 
T 2 
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Keeper be archbishop This afternoon will bring us more 
certainty 

I shall not need to tell yon, that my Lord Keeper’s re- 
fusing to be consecrated by the Archbishop, as having his 
hands in blood, was one means, if not the chief, of his 
affliction 

My Lord Geraid is slam by my Lord St. John, upon 
Calais Sands, as the repoit is heie, though some say in 
the north 


Hev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stiitevdle 

Christ College* Cambridge, September 22, 1621 

It IS both written and reported for certain, at London, 
that on Monday was sennight, Gondomar went forward to 
meet his majesty returning from progress, and made com- 
plaint of Sir Horatio Vere, for that which is lately done 
in the Palatinate. Belike it grieved him that some of the 
Dons weie killed. I am told that there is an apology set 
forth for Sir Horatio ; but I have not yet seen it. But 
they say that Sir Hoiatio lays that which was done upon 
Obeitrent; whether it be that of the conflict at Stein, 
or invading the villages, or both, I know not. But it 
was reported, when I came home, that my Lord Dig by, 
in his passage, had gi\en Sir Horatio a strict chaige not 
to meddle, to his no small grief, as having of his English, 
and those he had trained of the natives, some ten or 
twelve thousand, both ready and desirous at that instant 
to make some proof of their valoui. 

For my Lord of Canterbury, jou see what the enclosed 
says ; and yet theie is great fear of the event by those 
that wish him well For, though the king used him gra- 
ciously the next day after his return, yet, when he sent to 
his majesty, as the wont is, to know where he should 
attend, whether at Woodstock or elsewhere, it is said he 
was prohibited to come to him anywhere, save at White- 
hall. 

My coirantor. Archer, was laid by the heels, for 
making, or adding to his corrantos, as they say. But 
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now there is another that hath ^'ot license to print them, 
and sell them, honestly translated out (if Dutch. 


Joltu Chfonheilmu, Esq , fo Sif IJikUcii CntJt'fon. 

LouHlnn, Dr< tmlM r i, 

The Lo\ier Hou«e fell to their business on Monday, 
and, after much debating, by M'ediiesdiiy resolved on a 
subsidy to be passed in February next , concluding that all 
recusants (or whose Mives, children, or servants are so), 
should pay double, and be counted as aliens; and that 
they should not be rated by the oidinary sessors, but by 
the commissioners. This is all they can do, to show the 
apprehension and dislike of the incredible increase of that 
faction by the countenance and eonnivanee that hath been 
given them of late Noy,‘ the lawyer, would have a pro- 
viso inserted foi the Archbishop of York,'* in lesjiect of 
his son;-* by which unseasonable jest, he hath gained no- 
thing but the reputation to favour or savour of that sect. 
There have been many good and fiee speeches used, and 
some perhaps more violent than needed, against the Spa- 
niard, and much urging for a war of diveision ; which, in- 
deed, for mine own part, I did ever think the only way, 
and not to stand pating and pelting m the Palatinate, 
only to consume our men and means It was a great 
question among them, who was our enemy in the Palati- 
nate , seeing the emperor. King of Spain, and archdukes, 
were excused. For, as for the King of Bavaiia, they hold 
him not able to undergo such a business alone. I have 
heard extraordinary commendation made of a neat speech 
by one Pym,^ a receiver, wherein he laboured to show, that 
the king’s piety, clemency, justice, bounty, faceti®, peace- 
able disposition, and other his natural virtues, were by the 
adverse party turned and converted to a quite contrary 
course And, though he were somewhat long m the ex- 
planation of these particulars, yet he had great attention, 

^ Wilham Noy, afterwards attorney -general ® Br. Tobie Matthew 

® His namesake, afterwards knighted 
^ John Pym, then member for Galne. 
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and was exceedingly commended, both m matter and 
manner. 

They are now in hand with a plot, or conspiracy, to 
have ruined Sir Edward Coke in the Star Chamber, the 
chief actors wherein, are one Lepton, and Goldsmith, of 
Gray’s Inn, who, being apprehended and his papers 
searched, confessed his error, and craves pardon; but 
Lepton plays least in sight, and is escaped, as is thought, 
toward Scotland ; but, upon further examination of the 
business, the practice seems shiewdly to reflect upon his 
lady, and the Lord Hollis, or Houghton, The House is 
very sensible of the injury done him, and of the danger 
he was like to have fallen into ; and, I think, if they may 
be but let alone, will proceed severely in it. 

This day, Sir Peter Hayman and Sir James Maloiy 
are appointed by the House to go into Kent, to Sir Edwin 
Sandys, and see what state he is in ; and, if he be sick, 
indeed, to return his answer, whether he were committed 
and examined about anything done in parliament. There 
hath been some question, likewise, m the Upper House, 
about Mr. Selden’s restraint and the taking away of his 
papers, which were in part restoied to him a day or two 
since, by the lord keeper. 

It IS much marvelled that so much business being now 
on foot, both at home and abroad, the king should keep 
Still at Newmaiket, where, by reason of the foul weather 
and ways, he can take no great pleasure, nor have any 
store of company; the Lord Marquis Buckingham, his 
lady, and his mother, the countess, and the Lady of Pur- 
beck, being all of note that I can hear are about him. 

The States’ commissioners arrived here on Wednesday, 
and are lodged in the house that was the late lord may- 
or’s, not far from the Exchange. They are like to do 
little till the king’s coming hither, for the ways are such, 
that I think they will neither desire, nor shall be desired, 
to go to the court. 

The smallpox brake out again in divers places, 
for all the last hard winter and cool summer; and hitherto 
we have had no sultry nor warm winter that might invite 
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tliPin, The Loid Dudley’s elde«*t son’ is lately dead of 
them, and the young Lady Morduunt, the Lady Effingham’s 
daughter, is now sick. 

It thought, about Monday, some of the Pailiaraent 
House shall be sent to the king w itli certain petitions. 


John Chimhorlain, Enq., to Sir Dnrllq/ Cnrhion. 

London, Defpmbcr 15, 1L21. 

I doubt not but your nephew Dudley- did furnish you 
the last week uith whatsoever was here stirring. He went 
on Monday to see his fathei and fiiends in Bedfordshire, 
and had as cold a journey as those twelve that were sent 
from the Lower House to Xewmarket, to pre«ent their 
remonstrance and petition to the king; which, indeed, 
was a hard journey, for I do not remember a more sharp 
week than this hath been and the extremity at the very 
first made us think it could not last, but it holds out still 
in such sort that the Thames is not passable, nor I can 
scant set pen to paper , and, therefore, you must pardon 
me if I relate not matters at length 

I presume your nephew, or Mr Locke, sent you the 
remonstiance and the petition, which was a kind of 
answer to the king’s letter, that did a little daunt them at 
first; but they soon recovered their spirits, and sent away 
their messengers without any verbal errand, but only to 
deliver those papers, which, being long, I could recover no 
copies of them in time, nor of the king’s letter ; neither, 
indeed, do I look after these things vi ith that appetite I 
was Avont But I make account you have them from 
other hands. The messengers came back on Thursday, 
and yesterday made their relation in the House. It seems 
they had a favourable reception, and the king played with 
them, in calling for stools for the ambassadors to sit down; 
but, m conclusion, he read the remonstrance, but would 
not look upon the petition, and, for answer, returned his 
pleasure in writing, which was twice read yesterday in the 
House, containing two sheets of paper at least. The prin- 

^ Sir Ferdmando Sutton, son of Edward, ninth Baron Dudley, whose daughter, 
Anne, married Mcmbardt, Count Sthomberg, by whom she bad Frederick, Duke 
of Scbomberg, who was killed m the battle of the Boyne 
® Dudley Carleton, afterwards knighted, and resident in Holland 
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cipal points wheieof, as far as I have heard, were, that he 
would do his uttermost to recover the Palatinate, and that 
he was not so unnatural as to foisake his children, but 
would adventure all he had to maintain their light; but 
for the manner of managing that business, they must 
leave that to him 

Touching religion, he puts them out of doubt, that he 
stands firm in that wherein he was bred and brought up, 
and which be hath ever professed, and hopes still to live 
and die in it; and that he will give way to any good laws 
they shall make for the establishing and continuance of it. 
As for the match with Spain, it was so far pioceeded in on 
his part, that, if those conditions and covenants he bath 
propounded may be accepted and kept, theie is no more 
speech to be used in it, and that his deaiest son had 
wrote to him how unkindly he took it, that they should 
busy themselves and intermeddle so much in his marnage. 
Other things there n ere, sharp enough, which they must 
digest as they may. But sure there is not that good un- 
dei standing between the king and them, that were to be 
wished, whilst he is so apprehensive of the least point that 
may seem to touch his pierogative, and they so jealous 
and careful to preserve their privileges ; and withal it is 
thought some privy whispeiers and tale-bearers do mis- 
inform his majesty, and so animate him to the prejudice 
of the House. This afternoon, they are to have a 
conference with the Lords, where it is thought the Lord 
Digby will relate to them somewhat touching the Pala- 
tinate, and how matters stand there since his coming thence. 

The king should come to Royston this night ; on Mon- 
day, to Theobalds, where your States should have audience 
the next day, which, no doubt, will be welcome to them, 
aftei three weeks waiting ; for they keep in, and have not 
been seen abroad since their coming. 

On Sunday night, here was a great fire at the Fortune, 
in Golding Lane, the fairest playhouse in this town. It 
was quite burnt down in two hours, and all their apparel 
and play-books lost, whereby these poor companions are 
quite undone. There were two other houses on fire, but 
with great labour and danger were saved. The night 
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before, Auditor Gaston’s house, at Stockwell, by Lambeth, 
not far fiom Su Xoel Cai ton's, was likewise burnt to the 
giouiid, and all his stuff lost. And that night, a fair 
brick house, of Mr Bregrave's, in Ileitfoidshue, by 
Puckendge, was likewise burnt, and all lost. So that it 
should seem theie was some fiie-planet leigned, that, in 
less than fom-and-twenty houis, consumed three fair 
buildings, so far distant one from the other. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin StnteriUe. 

Christ College, Cambridge, Jarman 10, 1621-2 

After my heartiest thanks for all your late kindiie'«ses, 
I could not but, in a word or two, let you uiideistand what 
news I find here current, vu • That the Parliament should 
have been dissolved, and the proclamation a-printiiig, hut 
that the Earl of Pembroke so \ehemently interceded with 
the king, that it was yet suspended, and so hojied his 
majesty will be pacified , though some fear the contiary. 
Some join the prince for an intercessor That Sir Edward 
Coke IS lodged in the Tower, in a room that once was a 
kitchen ; whereupon, against he should come thither, one 
had wntten upon the door, “ This room wants a cook,” 
which himself read at his entry. 

My lord, our master, ministered the communion on 
Chnstmas Day, in his rochet, &e. ; and came into tlie hall 
at dinner, sitting down m his chair. “Well,” said he, 
“ in good time be it spoken, I think I am the first bishop 
that ever sat in this place.” He, m ith my Lord of Salis- 
bury, were invited to St. John’s College, where, after 
supper, the two bishops, with Dr. Richardson* and Dr. 
Gwyn,® came down into the ball, and played at cards 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

LoDdon, Jaotiary 11, 1621-2 

The Parliament having been full ten days in suspense, 
whether to hold or not, was on Wednesday clean dissolved 

1 Master, 6rst of the Peter House, and then of Trmity Cambridge He 

died about the btgmrung of the year 1625 

2 Master of St John’s College 
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by proclamation. The same day, his majesty rode by 
coach to Theobalds to dinner, not intending, as the speech 
IS, to return till towards Easter After dinner, riding on 
horseback abroad, his horse stumbled, and cast his majesty 
into the New River, w'here the ice broke ; he fell in so fai, 
that nothing but his boots were seen. Sir Richard Young 
was next, who alighted, went into the river, and lifted 
him out There came much water out of his mouth and 
body. His majesty lode back to Theobalds, went into a 
warm bed, and, as we heai, is well, which God continue 

The lords, and others of the council, have much weighty 
business (God direct them in all things), for they sit daily 
at Whitehall in council, having there their diet. It is 
said theie is some new Older in hand for loids lieutenant, 
their deputies, and justices of the peace. 

This day sennight, the Loid Marquis Buckingham, his 
lady, the countess his mother, and lady si«ter, came to my 
Lord Bishop of London’s palace ; were fetched m by the 
choir of St. Paul’s into the chapel, where the lord bishop 
confirmed them and, after, they dined with his lordship. 
I remember not to have read in the Council’s Decretals, 
that the piactice w'as to confirm, after leceiving the com- 
munion, but before. 

It IS said the Lord Digby goes shortly into Spain, the 
Count Gondomar with him ; and young Toby Matthews 
came hither the last week from Brussels. 

To-day IS another proclamation come forth, for the 
securing of all such as have sustained loss, in their 
writing, by the fire in Chancery Lane, when the Six 
Clerks’ Ofiice was burned.* 

Sir Edward Coke is stiU close prisoner in the Tower, 
where the Lord Cobham lay ; and some muttering as if 
this next term he may come to his trial, at the King’s 
Bench bar. Some others, also, are said to be questioned 
with, but in a milder manner. On Tuesday, there went 
from the Gate-house to the Tower, the servant and horse- 
keeper of Mr. Byng, counsellor, of Gray’s Inn, for using 
very seditious words, the last week, in favour of Sir 

^ On Thursday, December 20, 1621 See life of Sir Simonds D’Ewcs, written by 
himself. Had MS , vol 646 
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Edward Coke ; which are worthily like to cost him dear, 
though a feimple felloiv, as is ‘■aid. 

Old Sir Anthony Ashley hath raarned a cousin of the 
Loid Marquis Buckingham’s, of nineteen years old, who is 
like to be advanced 

Theie was never greater Twelfth Market for broad cloth, 
never fewer buyers The clothiers say they must, at 
their return home, discharge scores of workmen a-piece, 
which is very lamentable. 


JLTr. Thomas Locke to hitr Dudley Caeleton. 

Janaary 12, 1621 2 

Though I think Sir Francis Nethersole hath bi ought the 
proclamation of the dissolution of Parliament, yet I do 
make bold to send one of them to your lordship, and 
another that is come foith since. 

Sir Robert Phillips is committed to the Tower ; and it 
is thought that Sir James Malory, a Yorkshire knight, wdio 
IS sent for, will go that way when he corneth There is a 
great standaid of papers brought to the council chamber, 
of Sir Edward Coke’s, which will be thoiouglily searched. 

A servant to one Mr Byng, a counsellor, is deeply 
questioned for saying, that there would be a rebellion, or 
to that effect. He liath been upon the rack, and they say 
it will cost him his life. 

I did formerly advertise your lordship that I had written 
to Mr. Corbett about the ship of Dorcuin , and now I have 
his answer, which I send your lordship, that you may 
know the manner of his carnage towards them Seven or 
eight days since, I did w'ait upon Sir Noel Caron, and told 
him that your lordship had commanded me to use my best 
endeavours in that business, and that I had received a 
letter from the gentleman, the effect whereof I declared 
unto him, and would have left the letter with him; but 
he said it was needless, because there was already order 
out of the Admiralty, and that the gentleman should be 
satisfied for the moneys he had disbursed, &c. 

I sent your lordship the names of the commissioners 
that are to be sent into Ireland 
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Mr Dudley Carleton only attends Mr. Secretary Calvert 
for Ins despatch 


To the Rev Jmeph Mead 

London, January IS, 1621 2 

The occurrences since the former aie, that, on Saturday, 
Sir Robert Phillips was committed to the Tower. Diveis 
others are still in question. Sir Dudley Digges, Mr Thomas 
Crew, the lawyer, and others, are appointed for Ireland. 
On Wednesday evening, the Earl and Countess of Somerset 
were dischaiged from the Tower. 

The means now used for money is by a large benevo- 
lence, which who refuse are not set down to serve the 
king in the Palatinate war The moneys, notwithstanding, 
come in but slowly. It is said there will be a parliament, 
as else 10,000 men shall be pressed, to be commanded by 
the Lord Chichester, already come out of Ii eland for that 
purpose. And it is muttered, as if the late lord chancellor 
should be restored to that office. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Mai tin Stuteville 

Cbmt College, January 19, 1621-2 

Sir Edward Coke was examined by the Earl of Aiundel, 
lord chambeilam, and lord president (as they call him), 
where, they say, my Lord Arundel laid treason to his 
charge, for speaking so in parliament as tended to stir up 
the subjects’ hearts against their sovereign. Sir Robert 
Phillips is hkewise committed to the Tower, being sent for 
by a pursuivant, in the midst of his jollity and feasting of 
his fnends m the country. But I hear of nothing yet laid 
to his charge. 

Mr. Byng of Grantchester’s man, for speaking seditious 
words about the dissolving of parliament, was committed, 
and hath been, they say, racked; others say, had the 
strapado. Some say he is dead with racking ; others, that 
either he is or shall be hanged, drawn, and quartered. 
Some conceive he is racked to learn whether he had heard 
anytihiag at his master’s; for Mr. Byng married Mr. 
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Clinch’s daughter, ^vho, since the last prorogation, had, 
with anothei parliament man, lam at Mr. Bvng’s house. 
Thus they talk ; hut 1 heai nothing hut they aie innocent. 

They say, Dr White,* Dr. Westfield," Mr Sliute,* and 
some add, Dr Day, aie suspended. Dr. White for some- 
thing deliveied in his lectuies. But some fannot guess 
what shall be the fault of some of them, unless it were 
want of zeal to a brief now come out for a collection to 
repair the Church of the Sepulchre at Jerusalem For in 
Dr. Westfield’s pansh they say there was but ^612 given, 
and in some others less, \ihen, in one of them (Dr. West- 
field’s), there was almost i'80 gathered lately for the 
French They say, one of the fiiars of the monastery 
there comes foi the collection. 

Some talk as though many jubtices of Middlesex should 
be put out of the commission. 


John Chaniherldin, E'^q , to Str Diidh'ij Curhion. 

London, Jan uar) 19, 

Sir Robert Phillips was committed to the Tower this 
day sevennight, where the Lords have been twice to ex- 
amine him, though they have a gieat deal of other business, 
specially about raising money, wherein they pioeeed by 
way of persuading a benevolence, and sending for men of 
known wealth, they deal with them severally, and have 
hitherto had so good suece'^s, that they have drawn divers 
to give £200, and most £T00, among whom Ned Wimaik 
is in rank. But it is thought they must descend to lower 
sums, or else it will prove no benevolence, but rathei a 
wle7is nolens. 

The wilfulness of the Lowei House hath hi ought us to 
these teims, whereby we may see that vanum sine utihus 
tie, and that theie is no disputing nor contesting with 
supieme authoiity. 

‘ Piobabh Dr Thomas White \itar of bt Danstan’s, Fleet Street, and the 

founder of Sion CoUege, m London, who died March 1, 1623 

* Dr Thomas Westfield, rector ot Bt Bartholomew’s the Great, in 1641, made 
Bishop of Bristol 

3 Probably Mr Jostah Shute, rector of St Marj, Woolnoth 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury hath held the same 
course with his clergy, and the bishops about this town 
have condescended to good rates, considering the burthen 
of three ordinary subsidies they have undergone this year. 
And, to say truth, it comes generally somewhat out of 
season, after so many collections for Bohemia, the French 
Church, two whole subsidies within the compass of a yeai, 
and the haid seasons we have had these two last summers ; 
so that, if God help us not, we are in a poor case. And 
yet, if promise be not kept, we talk of 10,000 foot and 
2000 horse to be maintained in the Palatinate, which, if 
they be raised of those kind of people m those parts, I 
shall have no great hopes of good success. 

The Lord Chichester, or Belfast, is called out of Ireland 
for some employment in these businesses, or rather, as 
some say, to many some kinswoman oi other. 

The Maiquis of Buckingham hath contracted with the 
Lord and Lady Wallingford^ foi then house neai Whitehall, 
for some money, and the making of Sir Thomas Howard 
Baron of Charleton and Viscount Andovei ; and some 
think the delivery of the Lord of Somerset and his lady 
out of the Tower was part of the bargain. I hear they 
came out severally on Thursday, in the evening, and lay 
that night at Northampton House, then they aie to go to 
Mr. Gibbs’s, by Otelands, and so to Gray’s, a house of the 
Loid of Wallingford’s, m Oxfordshire, where they are to 
continue. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth, of Yorkshire, is said to be lately 
made Viscount Raby, but on what conditions I know not 
Here is speech of divers other loids to be made out of 
hand, and the lord treasurer, with the Lord Digby, to be 
created earls. 

1 Lord Wallingford married, first— Dorothy, widow of Edmund Lord Chandos, and 
daughter of Edwaid, Lord Bray, and, secondly, Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter 
of Thomas, Earl of Suffolk His second wife had two sons, which she did not 
produce till after the death of her husband, created Earl of Banbury, 1 626 , and she 
subsequently married Lord Vaux, who is believed to have been their father The 
heirs m descent assumed the title of Earl of Banbur;y, till the question of their 
claim, which had created a great deal of litigation, was finally decided by a com- 
mittee of the House of Lords m 1813, against the last claimant, William Knollys, 
great-great-great grandson of Nicholas, the survivor of the assumed sons of Lord 
Wallingford 
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The Archbi''hop of York is reported once more to be 
dead. 

Sir Henry Saville is here in town, so far prone of the 
scoibut.that some doubt he will haidh lecover. Mr Nicolas 

* y 

Haie, that was at Padua, died here the last week, and 
made Captain John Harvey his executor, ■which is said to 
be thiee or four thousand pounds in his ivay. He leqnested 
me two days since to entreat your lordship for a copy of 
the picture you have of Mr Hare, and that it may be 
drawn by Michael Janson, or some other <pood hand, for 
that he means to make some monument, wherein he shall 
ha-ve use of it The sooner you please to faiour him in it 
the better welcome it will be I understand him always 
en pa^ant. 


lien. Joseph Mead to Str Martin Slutadle 

Christ Colltilfc, Janutin 2‘i, 1C21-2 

I send you the news of last Satuiday I am told beside, 
that all justices aie like to be diseonirai'>sioned shortly, and 
a new choice made Mi Ramsay told me from court ; and 
besides, that my Lord of Pembroke and Marquis Hamilton 
spoke vehemently at the council table against dissolving of 
the parliament, affiiming that the day would come when 
this error would be imputed to the council, and not the 
king ; and therefore they protested against it. That my 
Lord of Arundel telling Sir Edward Coke that he had 
heard him aflSrm, that by law, he that should go about to 
withdraw' the subjects’ hearts from their king wasa tiaitor; 
Sir Edward answered, that he was so indee<l , but that he 
that went about to withdraw the king’s heart from his sub- 
jects, he held to be an archtraitor moreover, my lord told 
him, that though he w'ere a close prisoner, yet his majesty 
would allow to come unto him eight of the best learned in 
the law to advise him in his cause He answeied, that he 
thanked the king for his gracious favour ; but he knew 
himself to be accounted to have as much skill in the law 
as any man in England , and therefore needed no such 
help, nor feared to be judged by the law in that he was 
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accused He knew his majesty might easily find, in such 
a one as he, whereby to take away his head , but for this 
he feared not what could be said 

He' told me more, that some lawyer, who he knew was 
brought to the council table to demonstrate, that if a par- 
liament weie called, and through the default of those as- 
sembled no session made, his majesty might then, by his 
prerogative, ordain laws for the matters therein uncon- 
eluded , and besides dispose of many other things, by a 
right the laws and customs of the kingdom gave unto him 
in such a case and that some of the council undertook to 
show the king a way to fuinish himself with money foi the 
maintenance of 8000 men, without any subsidies, or help 
of parliament. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, January 26, 1621-2 

Some say Sir Edward Coke was to answer yesteiday ; 
and for life, they thought. What is become of Mr. Byng’s 
man, whether he be alive or dead, I hear nothing. The 
benevolence and boi rowing of money goes about the city. 
Alderman Cockayne gave the king ^300. 

The talk hath been this week and more, that your bishop 
should be a privy councillor The great clergy hath 
had a meeting for the benevolence, and, as they say, have 
prescribed to the inferior clergy what they shall give, ac- 
cording to their valuation in the king’s books ; and that, 
as It is feared, so heavy, that it will make them groan. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, February, I, 1621-2 

The last week, Mr* Malory, of Yorkshire, was committed 
to the Tower, who is said to be much dejected, and not 
like the rest And it is said the Lord Spencer’s son is also 
sent for up. This day sennight, the sheriff searched a 

^ Mr Eamsey 
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raei chant’s house, in Towei Street, for his servant, that had 
used unbeseeming speeches, but was not found 

Moneys come in apace, and round sums ; and it is to 
go over the land but trade in city and country much 
decays. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stideiille. 

Chrisst Coikge, February 2» 1621-2 

The benevolence goes on. A mei chant of London, who 
had been a cheesemonger, but now rich, was sent for by 
the council, and lequired to give the king J 6200 , or else to 
go into the Palatinate, and serve the army with cheese, 
being a man of eighty years of age. He yielded rathei 
than pay, though he might rather better have given a sub- 
sidy according as he stands valued This w^as told to me 
by one that had it fiom his own mouth They talk uLo 
of pnvy seals 

His majesty, at Theobalds, discoursing publicly how he 
meant to govern, w as heard to say, he would govern ac- 
cording to the good of the common weal , but not accord- 
ing to the common will ^ 

It is said the pnnce interceding lately for Edwaid Coke, 
his majesty answered he knew no such man , and when 
the pnnce interceded by the name of Mi. Coke, his ma- 
jesty still answered he knew none of that name, neither. 
But he swoie there was one Captain Coke, the leader of 
the faction in parliament 


Mr. Jhomas Locke to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

February 4* 1621-2 

Our East India merchants come to the Lords with new 
complaints against the Hollanders. The particulars I hope 
to send to your lordship in my next. My Lord of Oxford, 
and Sir Francis Howard, his admiral, went to their 

^ By the last paragraph, and a hundred more of the same kmd that have preceded 
it, it IS clear enough that James’s idea of government resembled that of a German 
petty pnnce m the middle ages, who levi^ contributions upon every one who fell 
into his power 

YOL n 


|T 
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ships the 28th of the last ; they have four of the king’s 
ships and five meichaiits’, which are near equal the king’s 
in tonnage. 

The Lords do still take pains to bung in contributions ; 
and now that they have called befoie them the piincipal 
men of the city, they have written to the lord mayoi and 
aldermen to deal with the rest , and so have done to the 
judges, to countenance the business m their ciicuits and, 
in the mean time, to use the best means they can with the 
officeis that aie subordinate unto them in the courts of 
justice It is like to go on well. The king did write a 
letter to the Lords, (the copy whereof I send unto your 
lordship) according to which the Lords do write their 
letters 

The Lord of Belfast * attendeth here still. He offered 
10500 as a voluntary gratuity ; so that he might be dis- 
charged of this employment Mr. Dickenson goeth with 
him , and, at his return, he shall be cleik of the council in 
ordinary; and Mr Cottington, secretary to the prince 
My Lord of Belfast hath given advice to have ^20,000 
sent to make provision for victuals, whilst the passages are 
open to the Palatinate, but there is not yet so much 
money underwritten ; though it hath been reported there 
was more a good while since. 

My Lord of St. Albans is like enough to come again to 
the council table. The king hath given a special warrant 
to the lord treasurer to pay him J1200 a-year pension. 

The voice is here that we shall lose the Bishop of Spa- 
lato : he preached a sermon at Mercers’ Chapel, wherein he 
seemed to be well inclined tow aids the Roman Church Sa- 
las liahenda tn Ecclesta Romana was one of his positions ; 
and another, that he did not preach against any heresies, 
but errors in that Church. 

^ Sir Artlrar Cbicbester, created February 2S* 1612 Baron Chichester of Belfast 
for his military and civil services in Ireland, where he had been lord deputy and lord 
high treasurer He was brave and <ikilful, and a short time after the date of the 
above letter, whilst acting as ambassador to the Palatinate, to treat With the Em- 
peror, he was besieged m the city of Mannheim, by Tilly, who to his remonstrances 
sent word that he noticed not his being an ambassador “ Had my master sent me,*’' 
answered Lord Belfast with spirit, to Tilly’s messenger, “ with as many hundred 
men as he hath sent me on fruitless messages, your general should have known that 
I had been a soldier, as well as an ambassador ” He died m 1 624 
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The Rail of Beiksliire’ did latidv la} iioleiit liasi K iijton 
liimscdf, by shootiii!? off a rio»>-bow, into hi-^ boMiin I 
send your loid'^iiip a Chaucei. and the ahiianacks ol tins 
jeai, and the king’s <1gi laiatioii. 


To the licr Jo'^iph M/'od 

London, Fi an 1', 1R)21-2 

The Lord Digby is not yet gone, but is said, may stay 
yet ten days Xor do I hear that the eleven commis- 
sioners for Ireland are j et gone. There is a post going 
into Germany, and, as is said, caines bills of exchange with 
him for good sums. Tlie lord keeper is not well since this 
day sennight, though on Tuesday he sat in Chanceiy, but 
keeps his chamber ever since. 

The Eail of Oxford is still in the Xariow Seas, to look 
for the Holland 100 East India ships He lit's about the 
Isle of Wight, or Pocde, hath with him the Victoiy, and 
Dreailnought, of the king’s, with good meiehant shi[>s, and 
hath left us many of both sorts to wait in the Downs. 
The Dutch have divers raen-of-vvai to guaid them. 


Joseph Mead to Sir Mai tin Stuteiille 

Christ College, February, iHJl 2 

My Lord of Oxford is gone to sea w ith ten ships, and 
it is thought his commission was to meet with the Hoi- 
landers as they came from the West Indies; because two 
Dutch ships in Plymouth Haven, had they not gone out in 
good time, it is thought, should have been surprised. But 
some talk as though he were come back again others talk 
some other things. The pretence against the Hollanders 
is, for the wrong done to oui merchants; which they have 
not fully satisfied. 

There hath been a report all this week, of some hundreds 
of people gathered together to a rout in Wiltshire, or 

^ Francis, serond Baron Norns, created January, 1620, Viscount Tbame and Earl 
of Berkshire His lordship appears to havt found a difficult^ m keeping on good 
termh either with his associates or with himself, for he was committed to the Fleet 
for an assault upon Lord Scroop in the House of Peers, when Prince Charles was 
present, and then, having nooneelse to quairel with atfat ked h mself m the manm r 
described m the text, ot tht f of which he died 

L 2 
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Devonshire, or both, of such, as they say, as aie undone 
by the decay of clothino: , and, therefore, will take what 
IS not given them. It is said that, hereupon, the council 
would enjoin the cloth merchants in London to buy the 
cloths in Blackwell Hall, hut that they refused, alleging 
that they could not sell them again. 

On Tuesday morning last, died our junior proctor, Mr. 
Parkinson,' he that acted Ignoramus. There were none 
of the fellows, nor otheis that watched, with him w'hen he 
died. He had bid his sizer, who lay in his chamber, to 
put out the candle about eleven of the clock, and to go 
to bed, who once or twice called to him afterwards, and 
asking him how he did; but about one o’clock, or two, 
calling upon him again, he found him dead, and then 
called in the fellows, who, suggesting he had been in a 
swoon, rubbed him, &c. But he was no more. Mr 
Mordaunt,® of Trinity Hall, is chosen for the rest of the 
year, and was admitted yesterday. Our orator,® also, they 
say, will not escape, being at death’s door 

Mr Parkinson had the advowson of Baiton on the 
Downs, in Bedfordshire, the first and only advowson that 
the king hath given There was an old man in it, almost 
bed-1 id, when the king came into England; and he hath 
now outlived some three or more, who got the advowson 
of the king against he should die And yet our Mr. More 
durst adventure upon it, and by means of his lord (we 
say) hath obtained it. 

I have heard, last night, that my lord keeper was not 
well, but swollen much. 


Jalin Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Garleton. 

London, February 16 1621-2 

Your nephew came to yon so well stored, that I doubt 
Bot but he hath made a full relation, and furnished you 
with whatever is here stirring. Whilst he was here, I 
was the less diligent, and shall not be very forward 
hereafter ; as being discouraged divers ways, for the 

* Thomas Parkinson 2 Charles Monlaunt 

® Mr George Herbert 



JAlIEis TUE FIRST 


293 


tunes are dangerous, and the woild grows tender and 
jealous of fiee speech The unceitiunty, likewise, .and 
variety of reports is such, that we know not what to 
believe of that done under our iio'^e; and \vh.at is sd'en 
out to-day for certain, is to-inoriow contradicted. For, 
since two years that forge oi mint was set up at Amstei- 
dam, we have never left off coming, so apish are we m 
imitation of what is worst. Another reason • I shall not 
dissemble that I wax idle, and unwilling to take any pains 
more than needs. 

The lords are almost tired with urging, and drawing on 
the benevolence from paiticular peisons, and, therefoie, 
having taken the cream of all heieabout, and sent for all 
the piime gentlemen of the boidering slmes, to take the 
like course in the coiintiy, they have eoniraended this town 
to the lord mayor’s care, who exacts what he can get 
above (but not undei) the whole sum that men are set in 
the sulisidy , as, forty oi fifty pounds of them tliat are so in 
the book, which iiseth to the late of seven subsidies and a 
half at least Your biothei Caileton is so temfied with 
the very rumour, that he vviite'- me how imwekomeit will 
be in those paits, for divers consideiations he sets down , 
and th.at it will be drawn from them with malevolence. 
He writes further, that letters are come down for the 
coroner, that the evidence touching the Bail of Berkshire’s 
manner of death must not be urged, but the matter be 
made as fair as may be It is generally thought, that Kit 
Vilhers shall cany awav his daughter For all I have 
heaul, 01 can leain, I see no cause of so despeiate a reso- 
lution, but that he had Iccsim p) iiicqnioti, and the want 
of God’s grace. 

Your great Bishop of Sp<ilato is mideitakmg such 
another adventuie, having required and obtained leave to 
go for Rome. He tarries yet for safeconduct; and, as 
he says, to clear the opinion might be conceived that 
he IS employed from hence. He pretends ancient ac- 
quaintance and familiarity with this Pope, and that the 
Kings of Spam and France have undei taken for his se- 
ciuity ; beside hoiie of great pieferments The Spanish 
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ambassador is said to be the great aiclntect in this busi- 
ness, and that he hath enchanted him into this fool’s 
paradi'-e. 

Touching your States here, no doubt you know more 
than I cau write Sure, either they be in the wiong, or 
we do them great wrong; for the world here is gene- 
lally distasted with their proceeding, and their best 
fuends are fallen from them, seeing their perverse, wil- 
ful, and insensate dealing, as if God had infatuated and 
blinded their understandings, not to see that they do the 
Spaniard’s business ; and that all the world works to their 
ends, more than they could expect or almost wish. But, 
if it be mfatis that we should sink together, who can with- 
stand it^ 

The Lord Digby’s journey into Spam is deferred ; but 
how, or for how long, I hear not Some speak of an am- 
bassador coming from the emperor, that must be heard 
before he goes 

Sir Robert Carey is made Baron of Leppington, in 
Yoikshire, and is to leave his place about the prince to Sir 
Thomas Savage. 

Judge Chambeilain,‘ of the King’s Bench, was married, 
on Thursday, to the Lady Berkley,^ sole daughter to the 
last lord chamberlain, Hunsdon. He makesher jointure of 
iSlOOO a-year, and is to leave her i£l0,000 in money. Sir 
John Hobart is shortly to marry the eldest daughter® of 
the Eail of Bridgewater.^ 

Sir Henry Savillewent to Eton, on Wednesday, in weak 
case, but 'W'ell resolved in mind, and willing to depart 
when it shall please God to call , the rather, he sayeth, 
that having lived in good times, he doth fear or foresee 
worse. 

The king is still at Newmarket, but expected here 
within ten or twelve days He is to go the next week a- 
shroving to Sir John Croft’s. That lady and her daughter 
Cecilie have been much at Newmarket of late. 

^ Sir Thomas Chamberlain, one of the justices of the King’s Bench 
^ Elizabeth, wulow of Sir Thomas Berkley, son and heir of Henry Lord Beikley 
® Prances 

John, son of the Lord Chancellor Ellesmere He died December 4, 1649 
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The Earl of Ovford came hither yesterday fiom sea re 
infect d , for A\]ale he was pKnidiit" somewhat he wanted 
at Portsraoutli, the East Indian ships aie said to ha've 
passed along hy the coast of France into Holland. 

The Loid of Doncaster is arrived this day. His lady, 
with physic, hath brought herself into a poor plight, ainl 
so overthrown and weakened her body, that it is doubted 
she will hardly hold out 

Heie be certain verses made of Dr. Corbet,^ Dean of 
Christ’s Church, who, preaching before tlie king at Wood- 
stock last summer, was so gravelled, that he was fain to 
give over ; neither had he better luck in his play than in 
his preachings, for, thinking to mend the matter with a 
comedy of the Marriage of the Arts, it pioved so tedious, 
as well for the mattei as the action, that the king emlured 
it with great impatience . wheieupon the very boys and 
childieii flouted it with a rhyme — 

“ A II d,rnat;€ hid, but offmng thf^re none, 

Sai-e that tht king offen d — tvvitt or thricc* to be gon< ” 


To the Her Joseph Mend. 

London, Februar) 2, 

In France, all goes on for the wars The Lord Don- 
caster is leturned with a few, and is said shall suddenly 
go back. 

Spalatensis is yet prisoner in his house at the Savoy, 
having a guaid over him till the king’s coming hither 

The Lord Digby is said to have discharged the hired 
ships that should have carried his horses and uiibaled 
stuff. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stufemlle. 

Clin&t Coilege, February 2S, 1621-2 

My Lord Doncaster is returned fiom France, and is to 
go back again, they say, next week. Dr. Balcanqual came 

* Dr Richard Corbet, advanced to the bi«-hopric of Oxford 1629 , to that of 
Norwiih in 16^2 His poems were collected m 1616, under the title of Poetica 
Stroiudfii '' He died Jul> 28, 1615 
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■with him, who is entering upon his advowson of the Savoy, 
for Spalato viill he gone. 

Sir Fiancis Netheisole, that was once onr orator, is 
dead in Germany ;* also Sir Heniy Saville is lately dead, 
and the mastership of Eton and Meiton College void. 
Mr Murray, the prince’s tutor, hath long had the ad- 
vowson of the foimer; and it is affirmed, that our late 
great Lord Chancellor Bacon is an earnest siiitoi for the 
other ; meaning, it seems, to spend his remaining days in 
a retired and scholastical life. 

To-day, we bachelors of divinity are to choose Dr. 
Ward^ Margaret professor, in Dr. Davenant’s room. 


Dr Meddus to ® 

London, March 8, 1621-2 

On Wednesday, my lord goes to Sherbourn, and so for 
Spain I hear not his lady goeth, unless to Sherbourn. 
My Lord Doncaster is shortly to go back into France, and 
my Lord Chichester for the Palatinate. 

This week my Lord of London told us (the clergy) 
that it would have done us good at the heart to have 
heard the pious declaration his majesty made before him, 
and some other of the bishops, concerning his sincenty 
and constancy for the maintenance of the leligion esta- 
blished, and how much it grieved him that any should 
have a conceit to the contrary. 


John Chamierlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, March 9, 1621-2 

After the decease of Sir Henry SaviUe,^ there was some 
doubt made whether the promise of his place to Thomas 
Murray might stand good ; but after some little pause the 
king wrote to Eton, to Wve him elected and admitted. 
As for the waidenship of Merton College, ’tis yet m sus- 

^ This was an error 

^ Dr Samne! Ward, master of Sidney College, in Cambridge 
® Probably Mr Mead 

•* He died on the 20th of the preceding month 
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pense, for though the fellows and seniors, with full con- 
sent, made choice of ]Mr Brent, together with two other 
obscure persons, as the manner is, and offered him, with 
all the foims requisite, to the lord archbi'-hop, who is to 
iiomiiiate ; yet by reason the prince wrote m behalf of 
Sir Isaac Wake, my Loid of Canterbury makes stay till his 
highness be satisfied I and withal Sir Isaac’s friends have 
made such means to the Countess of Bedford and the lord 
chamberlain, that many questions are made about the 
validity of the election, because two or three of the seniors 
are away, and for that they proceeded with such haste. 
But touching the seniors, two of those that were absent 
have already confirmed what was done : so that now" the 
prince is come to town, it is likely the mattei will shortly 
be ended. lie came on Monday from Theobalds, where 
the king still continues by reason of a defluxioii, first into 
Ills arm, but now it is fallen down into his leg, where it 
settles like a gout ; but not so painful, but that he goes 
abroad in a litter to see his dear. 

The States’ ambassadors weie there this week, but could 
not be admitted. On Shrove Tuesday they were feasted 
by Sir Edward Cecil with that temperance, that they came 
all sober aw’ay, as having had but six healths that went 
round 

Sir Henry Rich came thither post this morning from 
Petworth, whither he went with the Lord of Doncaster, 
who IS to return shortly into France, if his lady’s sickness 
will give him leave, and is said to he now at the last cast. 

The Loid Digby and his lady are still upon going. 
Theie passed some unkind speeches ’twixt him and the 
lord treasurer’ about some money-matters, which the king 
would have to be forgotten. 

One Boroughs,^ that was secretary to the late lord 
chancellor, and hath an office of keeping the records in 
the Tower, is sent to call home the Countess of Arundel ; 
but whethei from the king oi her lord I cannot say. 

There is a match spoken of ’twixt the lord president’s® 

^ Lord Cranfield 

2 John B«rrongh%, afterwards Knighted, au<l made garter king at arrab 

^Vifecount Mandevdle 
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eldest son and the Lord Fielding’s daughter, and that the 
lord piesident is like to succeed the lord keeper But the 
world thinks he was ’well enough before, if he could so 
have kept him 

The commissioners for Ireland have orders to be at 
Holyhead by the 25th of this month, where a ship is to 
attend them for their transportation Their allowance is 
30s. a-day, to begin from the 20th of February, and every 
one hath ilOO delivered him afoiehand, by way of im- 
press I remember no more of their names but Sir Wil- 
liam Jones, that was lately lord chief justice there, and 
is now a judge of the Common Pleas, Sir Dudley Digges, 
Sii Thomas Blundell, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir James 

Perrot, Sir Penruddock, Sir John Jephson, and 

Thomas Crew. 

The Lenten sermons keep their usual times before the 
pnnce. Heie is a note of the preachers’ names, as like- 
wise a copy of certain letters ’twixt the Spanish ambas- 
sador and the Company of the Summer Islands. The 
other paper is, certain bitter verses of the Lord Denny 
upon the Lady Mary Wroth,* for that in her book of 
“ Urania”® she doth palpably and grossly play upon him 
and his late daughter, the Lady Mary Hay,® besides many 
others she makes bold with ; and, they say, takes great 
liberty, or rather licence, to traduce whom she pleases, and 
thinks she dances in a net. I have seen an answer of hers 
to these rhymes, but I thought it not worth the writing 
out. 


Sir Dudley Carleton to John Chamiberlain, Esq. 

Hagtae, March 9, 1621-2 

In one of your former, you require of me Mr. Hare’s 
picture, for Captain Harvey, which he may take at Ickworth 
ho which effect I write to Mr. Lock), and copy by what 
hand he likes best there. It was a happiness for that un- 

^ Mary, daughter of Robert, Earl of Leicester, and wife of Sir Robert Wroth 
^ A romance, published m London in the course of this jear, m folio, under the 
title of The Countess of Montgomery’s Urania,” bj the Lady Mary Wroth 
® First wife of James, Lord Hay, afterwards Earl of Carlisle 
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fortunate gentleman to have so honest a friend as Captain 
Harvey about him, otherwise, his hypoclionilriacal humours 
might haie earned him some such way as the Lord of 
Berkshire is gone, and as our strange bishop * is going 
through ambition and avarice, who doubtless wall speed no 
better than a certain French Abbot de Beys, executed at 
Rome, whilst I was at Venice, for having use<l raoie liberty 
in his seiinon at Pans than ag^reeth with the strict tenets 
of popery, tliough he went with employment from the 
queen mother, during her regency, and had a safeconduct 
sent him to Florence, without which, mistrusting his safety, 
he refused to advance farther. But I believe he thinks 
the times are changed and grown to more mildness, as 
indeed they are to all strangers, who pass freely to and 
fro in the Pope's dominions and all other parts of Italy, 
without search or inquisition. But though the mesh be 
made wider, the net hangs still , which, if this present fish 
escape, he deceives my skill in that profession. I must 
confess I am apprehensiie of the mischief he runs willingly 
and wittingly into Cfoi he cannot be ignorant of the 
dangei), as well for his own sake as for some other, who 
had a hand in his transmigration and conversion, and may 
sutfer by consequence. And though all things else w^ere 
past over, his book of the Council of Trent will never be 
forgiven him in the world, nor the next, as far as popes 
have power ; and I doubt he will be forced to discover the 
misery of his Pietro saw e Polano 

We have here the ill news of Father Saville’s decease, 
which I much lament, for the esteem I had of his virtue, 
meat, and interest in his fatherly and friendly aifections. 
But I know he lived and died well, which is the accom- 
plishment of happiness iii this world 


Pev. Joseph Mead to Sir Mm tin Stuterille. 

Chrifet Coliege, March 16, 1 621-2 

Otheis write that the Bishop of London chode the 
clergy, foi their supposed babbling of the likelihood of the 

^ Archbishop of SpaUto 
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alteration of religion, and commanded them to signify his 
majesty’s declaration to the people. 

I am told of a great falling out between my lord trea- 
surer and ray Lord Digby, insomuch that they came to 
pedlai s Mood and h mtor's Mood It was about some 
money which my Lord Digby should have had, which my 
lord tieasurer thought too much for the charge of his em- 
ployment, and said himself would go in as good a fashion 
for half the sum But Lord Digby rephes that he could 
not peddle so well as his lordship can. 


To the Bev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 29, 1622 

Sir Peter Ilayman, being sent for to the Lords, was 
first commanded to attend almost a fortnight, and then, 
on Wednesday last, was enjoined, within ten days, to be 
leady himself, with two men and three hoises, to attend 
the Loid Chichester into the Palatinate, at his own 
cliarges ‘ 

The empeior’s ambassador was left Tuesday night at 
Dunkirk, expecting a good passage hither, where he is 
expected (Denmaik House being provided for him), within 
five or six days. 

The two ships which were appointed to wait at Ply- 
mouth, and transport my Loid Digby into Spam, upon the 
way met a Flemish ship, weary and laden with Eastern 
commodities, to eighty or a hundred thousand pounds 
value, and, seizing upon her, brought her into the Downs. 
But the States’ ambassador, complaining to the king how 
unkindly it would seem in all Christian princes’ eyes, if 
their goods should be seized by marque, while they treated, 
and offeied all satisfaction to his majesty in their present 
differences, his majesty commanded her to be let go, and 

^ Bit Peter was a member of the lower House of Parliament, and by his conduct 
gave such deep offence to the king, that he wa«« punished m the arbitrary manner 
mentioned m the text Indeed it had betorae now quite a sj&tem, as m the in- 
stance of the poor old cheesemonger, noticed at p 289, if any person of property 
showed symptoms of restiveness at the illegal exactions by which he was vic- 
tualled, to send him on some expensive and tioubksome errand to the PaUtmate 
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since also hath recalled iny Lord of < >.\ford’s coinmi-sion 
So that his voyage to sea is at an end 

The late Earl of Berk-hire’s daii^’hter sent a contiact, 
under her own hand, to ^Ir. Wiay, of the hedchainher, 
and they are said to he married on WediK-day last, which 
must need ve^ ]^Ir. Christopher Tilliers 


Rev. Jowpli Mead to Sir Martin ShderiUe. 

Christ Colit go, Camonrlgf , "Mdrch 13, 1622 

Mr. Downham was with me on Monday, new come from 
London. He told me that it was three years ago since 
those verses were delnered to the king in a dieam, hy his 
master, Buchannan, who seemed to check him severely, as 
he used to do ; and his majesty, in liis dream, seemed de- 
sirous to pacify him ; but he, tuniing away, with a frowm 
ing countenance, should utter tho-e veiscs, which his 
majesty, peifectly remembeiing, lepeated the next day, 
and many took notice of them Now', hy occa<'ion of the 
late soreness of his arm, and the doubtfulness what it would 
prove, especially, having by mischance fallen into the fire 
with that arm, the remembrance of the verses began to 
trouble him But, they say, it was but a former issue, 
which had been some two or three years stopped, by the 
advice of his physicians, and now being to break out again, 
did somewhat pain and distemper his body. But now', God 
be thanked, he is well and cheerful. 

He told me also that the prince gave the Lord Higby a 
commission, subscribed with his own hand, to consummate 
the marriage and that he was so eager to have him gone, 
that, in my Lord Hobart’s absence, for haste, they broke 
open his closet, where the commission was. 

At the States’ private audience with the king, his 
majesty put out the marquis himself, whereat he was ob- 
served to express his discontentment in his countenance, as 
biting his lip, &c. He also told me what were the un- 
reasonable demands of the King of Spain ; whereupon, the 
French, for a while, seemed to be broken off, as you have 

> With the Intanta of Spam, to negotiate which Lord Oighy waa commiasioned 

to proceed ambassadoi to Spain 
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heard ; viz., that two of them were, that his majesty and 
his son should reconcile to Rome, and become Catholics, 
because that his holiness, without whose consent he could 
do nothing in this case, would not otherwise give way to 
it. Nevertheless, he would still permit his subjects to 
enjoy freely their religion, if so be himself and his son 
would return unto the bosom of their mother 

Secondly That his majesty should surrender, unto the 
King of Spain, Virginia and the Bermudas, and altogether 
quit the West Indies. 

lie affirmed unto me that there were two of them for 
certain, which, if true, is very strange. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle 

Christ College, April 6, 1622 

Though pickle be sweet while it is fresh, yet time 
will make it sour, and though there be no danger in my 
letters, whilst repoit is so ripe, yet when it is forgotten 
they will not be so safe. But your danger is as gieat 
as mine. 

If the Wonder of the Starlings be a fable, my greatest 
loss IS but thieepence, which I paid for the book^ I sent 
you, I heard as much before, but not so peremptory as 
yours. For the prince, inquiring of a knight out of 
Ireland concerning the truth of it, he assured him that, as 
for any wonder or miracle, it was a mere tale ; but there 
is in the suburbs of Cork an old house or abbey, where 
starlings, in time of year, used to build, and whither they 
flocked, as their wont is, at the time mentioned ; and, 
being many together, fell to fighting, so that some were 
taken up upon the ground either hurt or maimed. And 
this, he affirmed, was all, and the ground of that report. 
But, howsoever, the very report of strange things, though 
false in some men’s judgment, is not to be contemned, 
because it hath been observed that prodigious reports are 

^ A pamphlet printed at London, m 1622, entitled, ‘ The Wonderful Battle of 
Stafimgs, fought m the fity of Cork, m Ireland, the I2th and i4th of October, 
1621 As It bath been credibly mtoimed by di\ers noblemen and others of the 
said kingdom ” 
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sometimes as ominous as the truth, if they were real It 
IS sampleil by the late Kin>f of Fiaiu'e, of whose death 
there was a report, upon no ,<rrouiid, some tvro years before 
his death, whereof Owen has an epigram, telling him that 
it was a waimng of his end not far off 

My Loid Yerulam’s Histoiy of Henry YII. is come 
forth I have not read much of it, but they say it is a 
very pietty book who have read it. The piice is six 
shillings 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

LoiiJon, \pnl 12, 1022 

Yesterday was a busy time with the training and finish- 
ing of 6000 citizens, m St. James’s Fields, Itefore the 
pnnce, where Count Schwarzenbeig, the emperor’s ambas- 
sador, was ; but not the Lor<l Gondomar of Spam, nor 
pel haps durst, though he need not have feared It seems 
this ambassador comes to labour for a cessation of arras 
and a truce, upon a pretence that both the Palatinates shall 
be restoied to the king’s son-in-law, and he and his chil- 
dien received into fa\oui as piinces of the emperor; but 
to leave the Electoral dignity in susjiense for further treaty. 
For which purpose Sir Richard Weston, chancellor of the 
Exchequer, goes ambassador to Brussels, there to treat 
of It. 

Two of the great Landgraves of Hesse’s council are here 
with his second son, a brave and learned gentleman, of 18 
or 19 years old, having in equipage, besides these two, a 
gentleman usher, three gentlemen of his bedchamber, two 
gentlemen pages, with other servants and footmen, who 
tell me that this was the only fear in Germany, that now 
the Protestants were strong enough, (God be thanked) in 
human reason, to regain all that is lost, then the emperor 
should persuade us to a new treaty, though perhaps of 
little trust, and theieby the Protestants dismissing their 
forces, (as not able to keep them together but in action) 
then the treaty may break off le inject d, and the emperor 
be thereby enabled to do again what he list; which npw 
he cannot. But God, I hope, wall dispose better of all 
things than we conceive. 
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Colonel Gray is here from Count Mansfield, and is 
thought, underhand, to oppose the emperor’s ambassador, 
and to desire his majesty to be still neutral, and not to 
meddle at all therewith. 

This day sennight, Dr WiniflTe,* preaching at Whitehall, 
before the prince, on the last woids of the 1 cap , Pet. xxii , 
ver. 11, “ Which wm against the soul,” was first com- 
manded to his chamber for companng the Palatinate to 
the soul, and Spinola to the devil , but that God, our great 
king, would deliver the one, and destroy the other. After- 
wards he was committed to the Tower, where he lodged 
the Lord’s-day at night; but was deliveied the next day 
by the prince’s seivant’s motion to the Lord Gondoraar, 
who would not be seen in it himself, but caused the em- 
peror’s ambassador to send unto the king foi his lelease- 
ment, and obtained it 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle. 

Chust College, April 13, 1622 

It IS talked that Gondomar should have been gone, but that 
his majesty will have him stay till my Lord Digby’s return 

Mr. W ray is turned out of the bedchamber, for marrying 
the late Earl of Berkshire’s daughter, whom Kit Villiers 
looked for. Dr. Winifife,® who, for comparing in a seimon 
the surprisal of the soul to Mr Spmola’s usurping of the 
Palatinate, was committed to the Tower, by petitioning 
unto the emperor’s ambassador, which was enjoined him, 
is released. 

The last lord deputy of Ireland ® took away from the 
Protestants their arms, and caused a ministei’s wife, who, 
in her husband’s absence, denied his musket, though she 
was great with child, to be whipped ; whereat his son was 
much offended. 

Our master’s sermon (saith mine author) was touching 

* ^ Thomas Wmiffe, edoeated at Exeter College, Oxford He was made Dean of 
Gloucester m November, 1624, of St Paul’s, in April, 1631 , and Bishop of Lincoln, 
m 1611 He died in 1654 

® “ He was the prince’s chaplain , one whom the Oxford men used to set against 
our Mr Sen house iVo/e of Mr M^ad 

® Sir Oliver St John, afterwards Viscount Grandison He died December 29, 
1630 
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the necessity of confession to the priest . but ceitain it was 
but convenience ; and then no great hurt. 


To the J*er. Joseph Mt nd. 

London, April 19, 1«>22 

The last Lord’s-day, his majesty fea^-ted the emperor’s 
ambassador in the Parliament House. During his abode 
there, he ' ran at the ring, and tilted with the Lord Mont- 
joy, who had always much the better of the ambassador. 
On Wednesday he departed hence, and, as is said, Spalato 
with him. 

The governor of Cambray, an old Spanish soldier, is 
expected here for Lieger; after w'ho‘'e coming the new 
ambassador goeth away for Spain. 

The Earl of Arundel is said not to be well, and the Eail 
of Oxford IS in the Tower, with whom were eight of the 
lords, and otheis of the council yesterday. 


Revs. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Sfuteinlle. 

Christ College, Cambridge, April 20, 1622 

I hear that the imperial ambassador, commending our 
king from his master for his endeavours for peace, and 
desinng him to continue still to compound these troubles 
as he had begun, his majesty’s answer was, that he had 
indeed sincerely endeavoured peace when it would not be 
accepted; but now he knew not whether the time were 
not past, and the accomplishing of it out of his power. If 
he could do anything, he would not be wanting. 

Some talk as though the young Landgrave of Hesse’s 
coming weie to make offer of one of his sisters for our 
prince, in case that of Spain went not on. He had a sister 
which waited long for Pnnce Henry, which was reputed 
the finest woman in Europe ; but I doubt she is disposed 
of otherwheies long ere this. 

Count Mansfield hath set forth an apology of all his 
proceedings. It is at London, and I shall have it to-day. 
He hath a device for his ensign, a sun radiant, in an azure 

1 The ambassador 

VOL II X 
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field, dispelling, as it were, certain clouds and mists into 
a comer. He conieth for his army with great store of 
rix dollars, wherein is this device, an arm coming out of 
a cloud, holding a swoid with the point upwards thrust 
through a .Jesuit’s cap, with this motto, “ Amicus Dei et 
omnibm ejiis inimicis immicm." This was showed me 
just now in a new book of relations, which a gentleman 
brought from London. 

The emperor’s ambassador was with Gondomar in the 
Exchange on Monday The emperor’s ambassador took 
the upper hand they cheapened some commodities On 
Sunday he was feasted at Whitehall, and had a banquet, 
which in sugar-works represented a complete army of horse 
and foot, with drums, ensigns, &c. They say he was placed 
at the end of the board, above his majesty Theie was 
six cart-loads of plate, brought from the Tower, at this 
banquet, wherewith two stately stages weie furnished, one 
very large and spacious, valued at £200,000; and the 
other far less, but valued at £500,000. All was sent back 
to the Tower the next day. 

Oil Saturday was the Earl of Oxford committed to the 
Tower the reason not known 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

London, April 26, 1622 

Sir Richard Weston, chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Mr. Dickenson, with whom went Sir Anthony Magnie, a 
great papist, and more of the stamp, on Monday last, at 
five o’clock in the morning, went hence towards Brussels, 
to treaty with the emperor’s ambassador and the Infanta’s 
commissioners, concerning the matter of peace and restitu- 
tion. The Lord Chichester is appointed to go the next 
week towards the Palatinate, if it still hold 


Rev. J osepTi Mead to Str Martin iStuteviUe. 

Christ College, Cambridge, April 2'7, 1622 

My Lord Vaux’s companies, that were at Loudon and 
elsewhere levied, some are gone, and some returned again. 
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as utterly refusing to serve against the Hollanders, com- 
plaining they were cozened, being t<iken up to serve in the 
Low Countries, which tliey conceived to be all under the 
Hollanders. 


John Chamherlain, Esq., to Eir Dudloy (\irIeton 

Lotiiion, Ap-nl 27, 

The Tuesday before Easter the Earl of Oxford was com- 
mitted to the Tower, and his minion, Hawley, to the Gate- 
house, for idle and unfit speeches touching the king and 
his government The Lady Greisly, in who'-e house it 
happened. Mi. Meautys, Glover, and others, were examined 
in the business; but the pnme accuser is said to be one 
Damport, that belonged to the late lord chancellor. 

Captain Walsinghani, that had been a pirate, was sent 
to the Tower about the same time; for being employed in 
the voyage to xVlgieis, and ill satisfied for that seivice, at 
his coming home he began to prattle of retmiiing to his 
old occupation, and for that purpose of surprising the 
Dreadnought, one of the king’s ships. 

Sir Robert Mansell, and the rest of the ciew, are no- 
thing well paid neither; insomuch that Sir Richard 
Hawkins, the vice-admiral, finding his reckoning come 
short of what he expected, of mere grief and discontent 
sunk down before the lords, and died the next day. 

Mr. Hales did not preach at court this Lent, as was 
appointed, but desiied to be spared, as pretending to 
nothing but to live quietly, and, theiefore, was willing to 
resign his room to some that had more ambition to show 
themselves ; so that one Dr. Bates supplied his place, who 
had the foitune to have the king present, xvhich he had 
not been, on a week day, all the Lent long. 

The tilting, that should have been on Monday, was, by 
reason of wet weather, put off till Thursday, and then 
deferred till the 1 8th of the next month; and the second 
part of the masque till the 20th, for that the king was sud- 
denly taken with the gout, or some such infirmity, in his 
knee. The prince is nothing pleased with these delays, if 
it could be remedied ; the rather, foi that now he twice or 
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thrice had all readmes'!, and, as was said, was desirous to 
make show of the favour of a feather he had from his 
Spanish mistress He was the last week at the Lady of 
Bedford’s, about the concluding a match ’twixt the Lord 
Bruce and her niece, Mrs Chichester 

The Marchioness of Buckingham was churched on 
Thuisday, in the king’s chamber; where, likewise, she 
and the Duchess of Lennox dined, though the king were 
in bed. 

The contagion of her disease hath taken hold of Lady 
Bess Shelton, and the old countess hath not been well 
these three or four days , so that they cannot tell what it 
may prove 

The king sent lately a fan chain of diamonds, with his 
picture at it, valued by jewellers at £S600, by the prince 
and loid maiquis, to the Duchess of Lennox, for her great 
care and pains in making broths and caudles, and such 
like, for the lady maichioness in her sickness , so that the 
duchess grows in great lespect, and is said to be much 
courted and respected by the prince. 

Here is one Knight committed for overreaching in a 
sermon at Oxford, so far as to say, that if kings grew 
unruly and tyrannical, they may be corrected and brought 
into order by their subj'ects ■ which doctrine is so extra- 
vagant, that the king threatens to have the copy of it 
publicly burnt by the hangman as heretical ' 

The empeior’s ambassador went away last week, with a 
present of a chain of diamonds of ^2000 The Bishop of 
Spalato went with him, zn mal hora, as the Italian says, if 
I be not deceived. Sir Richard Weston went towards 
Brussels the other day, with £l 500 impressed, as I hear ; 
and the Lord Chichester is to go the next week, with 
allowance of £Q a-day. The barges go down this day to 
Gravesend, to bring up the new Spanish ambassador. 

We hear the commissioners have arrived in Ireland, and 
that their first woik was to begin with the Mayor of 
Dublin. The deputy is not within their reach, but comes 
over presently to clear himself here. 

James Palmer is sworn of the bedchamber, in Mr. Wray’s 

^ In a few years, this extravagant doctrine was preached to a better purpose 
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room; and one Tmpin, in jdace of Kit Villiers, who is 
made a viscount; as, like\n'5e, Sir Thomas Beaumont, who 
hath no great store of land left but tin* king will supply 
w'hat IS w'anting to Villiers. 


To the Rei. Joseph Jlead. 

JUmflofi, May 3* 1622 

On the last Lord’s-day came hither Don Carolo de 
Columbo, the new Spanish ambassador ; fetched in with 
twenty-one coaches, lodged at Ely House, and is to be 
presented the next Lord’s-day, if his majesty be well, as 
he hath not been these ten days. 

All the former prisoners are still fast. Mr. Chnstopher 
Villiers is Viscount Thame. 


The Eai'l of ArundeT to the Earl of Carlisle^ 

May 13. 1622 

I do gladly apprehend any occasion of commending ray 
love and service unto you, and should be glad, for the 
public good, to hear more probability of a peace m Fiance, 
which, if it should not be likely to be so soon as wushed, 
yet I hope we shall have this benefit by it, that we shall 
enjoy your good company the sooner, which is much 
desired. 

Your noble care of my wife,® made her command her 
servant, which she hath sent expiessly hither, if he came 
anything near you in France, to have attended your lord- 
ship, and have given you a particular account of an 
accident which hath lately befallen her at Venice, which, 
since he could not do, I will take the boldness to supply 
it, though not so particularly. 

Your deal friend. Sir Henry Wotton, sent unto her, 
being gone for a few miles to take the air, some ten miles 
from Venice, his secretary, with a letter of credence, and 
a message besides by word of mouth, to this effect : that he 

1 Thoma*!, Earl of Arundel and Surrey, earl marshal, created Earl of Norfolk. 

June 6, 1644, he October 4, 1646 

* Then ambassador extraordinary at the court of France* 

* Aletheia Talbot, daughter and stile heir of Gilbert, seventh Earl of Shrewsbury 
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heard, by sure intelligence, that the Senate had resolved 
to intimate unto her, her departure out of the city of 
Venice within a few days, and out of tbe State within a 
few days after, in respect that it was discovered that Fos- 
carini, who was executed, had often met with foreign 
ministers (which, after, be named to be the pope’s nuncio 
and emperor’s agent) at her house : and, theiefore, he 
advised her to stay abroad, to avoid the disgrace, till she 
heard farther from him. This his secretary delivered 
unto her on her way to Venice ; first privately, and after 
she made him deliver the same before some others there 
present. Whereupon she held on her way to Venice, and 
went immediately to my lord ambassador, telling him she 
came to hear from his own mouth what she had done from 
his servant’s ; which delivered in effect as before, divers of 
her company being by. She asked him, how long he had 
heard of this ? He said, of the report, some fifteen days 
or more; but, of the States’ resolution, not until that 
morning. She asked him, why he did never let her under- 
stand of it all that time * He said, because she spoke not 
to him of it. She said, it was hard for her to speak to 
him of that whereof she had never heard the least rumour 
till that day; and protested earnestly she never saw Fos- 
canni since he was in England, he having only said he 
would visit her; nor nevei heard, directly or indirectly, 
from any of those public ministers named. Whereupon be 
said, he believed there was then no such matter. She 
desired him to produce his authors from whom he had it, 
which he would by no means, but wished her to be quiet, 
and that he would inquire further of it. She told him it 
must not rest so, but she would appeal to the duke for 
justification of her honour, which was dear unto her. 
Which the next morning she did, though much contrary 
to his persuasion and desire ; where she had that good 
success, which your lordship will discern by the papers 
which herewith I send you. And after received so many 
public demonstrations of honour and favour from that 
State, as are not usual. 

For Sir Henry Wotton’s part, I will only say this, that 
if she had either been amazed with the suddenness and 
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confidence of liis first advertisement, and so have retired 
heiself as he wished, or afterwards let it rest, as he advised, 
her honour had been destiojed lint I thank Ahiiighty 
God she was guided by a better spint, which protects 
innocency, and turns the wickedest intentions to quite 
coiitiary efFeets. 

lour lordship sees how boldly the confidence of your 
favour makes me trouble you. I must earnestly entreat 
another favour from your lordship, which is, that you 
would be pleased to procure an effectual commandment 
from the French king, in writing, that my wife be used 
with all humanity in his kingdom, have leave to carry 
weapons and pieces to defend heiself in these broken 
times, as also her carnages not to be searched and ran- 
sacked ; and that, if occasion shall be in any part, she be 
assisted with convoys for her safety. Whether she will 
come through France or not, or whether before or after 
the heats, I protest I know' not ; only I desire she may 
have all means for her safety. If this accident had not 
happened, and likewuse an indisposition of our younger 
boy' with her (of whose perfect recovery I have not jet 
heard), she had been, ere tins, come out of Italy. Now, 
I know not whether she can safely stir before the heats be 
passed. 

I hear (God be thanked) my Lord Percy® is very w'ell 
in health, and I conceive you will shortly see him in 
France. 

All our news here, your lordship will hear from better 
hands, as the blows given on both hands. The king, our 
master, hopes for good effects of Mr. Chancellor’s employ- 
ment, though yet there hath not been time for much more 
than kind entertainment, and large piofession of much 
kindness, and good meaning of the infanta’s part. But an 
advertisement, that the Duke of Baviere® means to quit 
the pretence to the electorate, gives best ground of hope 

* William, their third son 

® Algernon, afterwards tenth Earl of Northnmberland He greatly distingnishef! 
himself m the cifil wars, on the side of the Parliament He sartived till the 
restoration, dying Oetober 13, 1668 

® Bavaria 
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to accommodate. God send all for the best, both in these 
affairs, and your troublesome negociations 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead 

London, May 31, 1622 

Our commissioners in Ireland seem weary of their em- 
ployment, not being able to effect that they would to any 
purpose, and, therefore, each putting his majesty to 
thirty shillings a-day charges, they wish themselves back. 

The Lord Say* hath been sent for about some woids 
used m the country concerning the benevolence, as is also 
Dr. James, of Oxford. The said lord hath, by command- 
ment of the lords, set the words he spoke down in wnting, 
which some say were to this effect “ That he knew no 
law, besides by Parliament, to compel men to give away 
their own goods ” 

The Countess of Buckingham was become a flat Papist, 
but now, on Saturday last, is said to be reclaimed. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, June 8, 1622 

I saw a book this week of the marriage of our Pnnce 
Charles and the Spanish Infanta, Maria, which I took at 
the hr&t to be an epithalammm. The fiontispiece was 
cut in a large 4to., with many devices , and, at the bot- 
tom, the prince and lady in their robes, and Christ, like a 
parson, joining their hands, and marrying them The 
dedication was to Don Gondomar, a whole leaf and a half 
spent in his titles. The author wrote himself Michael de 
Val. It contained verses, and those, some of them, in 
Spanish, with many discourses both of the commendation 
of Spain and Spaniards, especially for fidelity above any 
nation. The praise of our kmg ; an historical catalogue 
of all the mamages between us and Spain heretofore, and 

1 William, second baron, created Viscount Saye and Sele, July 7, 1624 He 
died April 11, 1662 His second son, Nathaniel, was a colonel m the parliamentary 
army, a commissioner of the great seal, a member of the privy council, and speaker 
of the upper hou&e of Parliament^ under the government of Cromwell, 
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their happiness ; all objections a;rain«t the match an- 
swered; the enmity of the nations; the difference of re- 
ligion, and such like; the gieat advantages we, on our 
part, may expect thereby ; anil, amongst otliers, that we 
shall be m possibility of the kingdoms of Spam, the 
Indies, &c , if this king should die without issue ; because 
the eldest sister publicly renounced her right to succes'-ion, 
when she was marned to Fiance, in legard that Spam 
could not succeed there by the Salic law, I know not 
what it means. They say it is prohibited to be sold 
openly, and that the king was offended at it. It was 
translated into English, but they say the printing was 
stayed. 

All the Jesuits and priests, which were in prison at 
London, and elsewhere, were this week set at liberty. 
Mr Jeremy told, on Thursday, that their number was 
400 ; and that they were under bail to be forthcoming 
when they should be called for 

I doubt not but you have heard that the Countess of 
Buckingham was banished the court, and that for pio- 
fessed popery. But it was not directly so, nor for that 
cause ; at least, not only. For she is not banished, but 
still stays there till the progress, and then to take occa- 
sion to go into the country, and return no more. The 
chief reason is said to be this . when the emperor’s ambas- 
sador was departing, the king, meaning to bestow some 
jewel upon him, caused one to be fetched A chain of 
Queen Anne’s, of ^3000 value, was brought him ; but 
refusing to bestow it, being a woman’s chain, and of that 
value, upon him, and saying, wherein had he deserved so 
much at his hands ? another, of lesser worth, was brought, 
and pleased him. Then some question being made, 
what shall be done with the chain, the pimce told his 
majesty, that neither of them both had yet bestowed any- 
thing upon the Duchess of Lenox since she was married. 
If his majesty would dispose of it in that way, himself 
would be the carrier, to present it in his majesty’s name ; 
and so should they have Wh thanks. The king assented; 
the pnnce earned it, and put it about her neck, which was 
taken by all for an extraoidmary and unusual honour done 
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unto her. Which so grieved the countess, that such an 
honour should be done unto any but herself, and that a 
thing of that value and quality should miss her hands, that 
the next day she took upon her, m the king’s name, to 
send for the chain again, pretending some use thereof; 
and that it should be requited with as good a thing. The 
messenger, who went in the king’s name, and not in hers, 
being sounded by the amazed duchess, at last confessed he 
was sent by the countess, who had it from his majesty ; 
whereupon, the duchess bade him tell the countess, that 
she would not so much dishonour the prince who brought 
it, to suffer it to be earned back by any hand but his, 
or her own ; for, if his majesty would have it, she would 
carry it herself : which the next day she performed, 
desiring to know wherein she had offended his majesty. 
The king, understanding the business, swore he was 
abused , and the prince told him that he took it for so 
great an affront on her part, that he would leave the court 
if she staid in it: with no small expression of indignation. 
My author for this was Sir William Bounser, of Uppingham. 

There hath, as the same gentleman, with others, tells 
me, been a conference lately between Dr. White,’ and the 
countess’s Jesuit, in the kmg’s presence. 

It IS said, that the Spaniard, by means of an English 
man-of-war, hath conveyed above a million of treasure to 
Brussels; which the Hollanders watched for, and are 
much offended, and say they will hereafter search all 
English ships. 


Mr. Thomas Locke to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

June 15, 1622 

upon Tuesday last, the Venetian ambassador. Signor 
Lando, for his farewell, received the honour of knighthood 
by his majesty’s sword, and also by patent, wherein he had 
an addition to his own coat of a circumference of lions 
granted. 

^Francis White, Bean of Carlisle, made Bishop of Norwich m 1628, and of Ely 
inisai 
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Monsionr Soubise’' hath been here almost a fortin<rht ; 
IS often at couit, and is well entertained there. Sir John 
Eyre and the merchants are not yet agreed. They charfre 
him to iiave received, by tymnnous and forcible means, 
fiom the nation at Constantinople, almost i.'3000 more 
than his due. I send enclosed some of the passages 
betwixt them, which w'ere show'ed to the Lords. 1 will 
not trouble your lordship with all. 

There come daily more captains, to have licenses to 
carry over voluntaries for the King of Spain’s service. I 
send your lordship the list of as many as have yet appeared ; 
and all these have commissions, or will have, within these 
two days. 

The enclosed note, containing the demands of Count 
Mansfeld,^ &c., I found upon the council-table, after the 
Lords were risen from council who brought it, or to what 
purpose, I know not, but this is the copy of it. 

I send your lordship, also, a proclamation, published 
this day, concerning exportation of coin, &c. We are in 
daily expectation to receive moneys ; but yet I have re- 
ceived none. My lord treasurer is become difficult. Sir 
Robeit Pye is willing to do his best ; but it lyeth all m 
my lord treasurer. 


John Chamberlain, Ef>q., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, Jnne 22, 1G22 

The new Venetian ambassador, Valeressi, had his first 
audience on Whitsun -Monday, and the next day, Lando, 
the old one, took his leave, and was knighted. 

On Sunday, the lord mayor® went to Greenwich, to re- 
ceive the like favour, where the recorder made a good 
speech, which was graciously accepted, and the suit 
granted, after some few memorandums to the lord mayor 
and his brethren, about Middleton’s water,* the swarming 


^ Benjamin de Rohan, Lord of Sonhise He played a distmgmshed part in the 
reign ot Charles, m connection with the Huguenots of Rochelle 
2 A celebrated commander m the (jerman wars of the seventeenth century 
2 Sir Edward Barkharo 

4 The New River of Sir Hugh Middleton, into which the king had been thrown 
by his horse a short time before 
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of beggars, the cleansing and removing the shelves of 
sand out of the Thames, the building of Paul’s, and 
the like; wherein the Bishop of London had gieat 
commendation for his care and forwardness in that 
work and, for an example, to lead them the way the 
king told them, he had allotted £2000 per annum for 
certain years ; the pnnce, his son, £500 ; and most of 
the loids their several sums, as the Lord Marquis,^ 
200 marks ; the lord archbishop, the lord treasurer, 
lord chamberlain, lord marshal, each £200 , the lord 
president, 200 marks, et sic de cceteris, to the perfecting 
of that work. 

The Countess of Buckingham received, on Sunday, in 
the King’s Chapel, with both her daughters (though they 
had received before), and some others ; and, for reward of 
her devotion and confoiraity, some say, she had a present 
of £2000. The Lord Marquis and she went the last week 
to take a view of New Hall, m Essex (which is the last re- 
mainder of the Earl of Sussex’s patrimony), being in speech 
to buy it for the sum of £30,000. 

The king means on Tuesday to be at Rochester, to over- 
look his navy, and to dine the next day at Cobham, to see 
if that Lady of Kildare may be brought to pait with it 
to the duke and duchess,® upon reasonable conditions 

There be divers young alliances and unripe marriages 
made, or in speech to be made, about the court, as the 
Lord Marquis Hamilton’s eldest son® was lately mariied to 
the Lord Fielding’s eldest daughter,^ in the king’s cham- 
ber The second sister is designed to John Murray’s 
eldest son ; the Lord Fielding’s son to the Earl of Des- 
mond’s® daughter and heir ; the Lord Digby’s son to the 
Lord Hamilton’s daughter ; and others I have heard, which 
I do not now remember. The world talks likewise of 
divers new earls to be made — as Kit Villiers, if he can be 
taken off his wench, Earl of Berkshire ; the Lord Fielding, 
Earl of Coventry ; the Lord Treasurer, Earl of Kendal ; 
the Lord Doncaster, Earl of Carlisle; the Lord Digby, 

1 Buckingham ® Of Lennox 

s James, beheaded by the parliament, March 9, 1648 * Mary 

* The last earl was Gerald Fitzgerald, an officer in the service of the emperor, 
who died m 1632 
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Earl of Bristol ; and, perhaps, the Lord President, Earl 
of 

John Mur: ay is become a gentleman of the bedchamber, 
and must be made somewhat, but whethei an earl or vis- 
count of England, Scotland, or Ireland, is not jet resolved, 
being indifferently, or, as it were, equally provided for in 
all those places His office of groom is bestowed on one 
Brett, brother to Lady Cranfield. 

Monsieur Soubise is still here, but removed from lying 
in an inn, for the captain of the guard hath lent him his 
house in Drury Lane 

Not long since, I met with your old friend, Tobie 
Matthew', and we had long conference. He continues his 
course, and lodgeth at Bedford House, with the late lord 
chancellor.* 


Rei . Joseph Mead to Rir Martin Stiiterille. 

Chri't Colkgf\ June 22, 1L22 

Yesterday was “ Parceus’s* Commentaries”'* burnt in 
the Regent Walk.^ 


3Ir. ITtomas Locke to Sir Dudley Curleton. 

Jane 22, lfi22 

My lord treasurer hath lately found out this means to 
spare the king’s purse — that all agents abroad shall have 
no allowance for intelligence, and ambassadors but j6400 

^ Bacon 

* David Pareus, or Parc, professor of divinit;^ at Heidelberg He was a Calvinist, 
ami pubiisbeil some controversial works in support of his faith agamst the opi- 
nions oC the Lutherans He was much respected by the German princes of the 
same religion, and under their patronage published, in 1589 a commentated edi- 
tion of the Scriptures He took his doctors degree m 1593, having the year 
before been elected an ecclesiastical counsellor His reputation for learning was 
still farther extended in IblY, by his publication of the work mentioned m the text, 
which was ** a heavy blow and great discouragement” to absolute roonarchs , and 
James, as usual, finding the arguments unanswerable, committed the puerile fojiy 
of handing the book over to the hangman, to be consigned to the flanaes The 
author died m 1632 , and his son, John Philip, also a learned scholar and volu- 
minous writer, publwhed his exegetical works at Frankfort m 1647, m three 
volumes, folio 

^ On tne 1 3th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, wheiem the author defends 
the doctrine of resistance to princes —See Colhm's Eccleumind Hmtory, voi ii , 
pages 724 and 725 

^ In St Paul’s Churchward 



318 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


a-year ; that neither agents nor ambassadors shall have any 
allowances for transportation ; and if they come home, 
not being sent for by the king, their entertainment shall 
cease until they return to the king’s service. Every am- 
bassador ordinary shall have per diem, an extraoi- 
dmary, £5 ; a kmght, if he be a piivy councillor, shall 
have equal to a baron, which is £6 per diem ; a viscount 
shall have £7, an earl £8, a marquis £9, and a duke ^ 1 0, 
per diem. All this is already agreed. They are to forbid 
the granting of reversions hereafter, and to make those 
void by law that can be made void , the others to be left 
to a pailiaraent. The fees of captains for keeping of 
castles and forts shall be taken away they will go in 
hand with supernumerary oflScers 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead 

London, June 28, 1622 

His majesty, the prince, &c., were feasted on Tuesday 
night at Cobham Hall, by the loid duke,* On Wednes- 
day, early, he went to Chatham, viewed the navy, and 
came back to Greenwich that night 


Countess of Shrewsbury^ to the Lords of the Council 

July, 1622 

May it please your lordships — that notwithstanding 
your honourable care for the delivery of the warrant for 
my liberty, I have not yet received it. His majesty hath 
signed one, and your lordships another I have often sent, 
but am still delayed. My assured hope is, that your lord- 
ships, after this long delay, will be pleased that I may 
have the benefit of his majesty’s warrant. Mi. Secretary 
Calvert sent me word, that though I had been long delayed, 
yet it was for my good ; for now I was clearly discharged, 
where before I was confined. I am not in for * * fe- 
lony, nor treason. No lord noi lady that hath been from 
hence this twelve years (for so long it is since, in my old 

^ Of Lunnox 

® This poor lady was still a prisoner m the Tower, and her only offence was her 
idehtj to the unfortunate Arabella, 



JAMEis THE FIRST. 


319 


age, I have been placed in this Tower) hath been confined 
to any man tlie worst was to their own house, or such 
places as they made use of. I beseech your loidships that 
I may not be a precedent of miserable fortune. I was 
committed by your lordships ; my fine was i;!20,000, for 
which my whole estate, lands and goods, were taken out 
of my hands, and so to this day doth continue, about five 
years since. Others that were fined at lESO.OOO, paid 
some jgSOOO, some ^10,000, and that in divers years. 
Again I presume to beseech your lordships to procure me 
a more happy end, than m all things to be a spectacle to 
the world of miserable misfortune. His majesty did gra- 
ciously, about three years since, relieve me, and so divers 
times since ; but by procunng my servants to forbear the 
taking out of my warrant, I could receive no benefit of 
his majesty’s gracious favour to me, and so remain a mi- 
serable creature, for want of health, liberty, and means to 
relieve myself, and to do those things which I am boumi 
befoie God and the world to perform. I am well assured 
it is not his majesty’s intent that I should endui e so many 
strange wrongs , but one of my miseries is, that I have none 
that will truly inform his majesty. Since I was fined and 
committed by your lordships, give me leave, without 
offence, to beseech your lordships most humbly, in my 
behalf, to move his majesty to put an end to my long 
delayed cause, which depends wholly on his justice and 
favour. There never was confinement spoke of in all the 
times his majesty released me, nor in my warrant, w'hen I 
formerly went out of the Tower. My griefs make me . . . 
too tedious to your lordships ; therefore I will leave it to 
your lordships to show what compassion you think fit, and 
will pray to the Highest ever to guide and protect you. 


jRev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutenlle. 

Christ College, July 6, 1622 

On Sunday, in the face of the whole commencement 
assembled, Mr. Lucie* preached a sermon totally for 

^ lord marqm«i"s chaplain, a kinsman hath a mandate for the master- 
ship of Trinity College lu rtversioa , and jet owned but bachelor in divinity’s 
standing — iVoie Mr Mead 
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Armmiamsm, wonderfully boldly and peremptory, staling 
some passages of the contrary by the name of blasphemy. 
Yesterday a combination gathered in the town, and went 
to the vice-chancellor to have him censured, and yet the 
same day he propounded his grace for bachelor in divinity 
m the Regent House against the next year ; and though 
the faction was strong against him, yet he carried it by 
mam force, though this be a favour not ordinary for every 
one to have his grace before this year What it means, 
and what the event will be, I know not Either he has 
had some encouragement, or else he used not so much 
discretion as he might, consideiing the time and place so 
public. 

We talk here that there were a dozen or fourteen Jesuits 
at our commencement. There arrived lately at Lynne 
one with trunks and boxes, whereof he was so nice, that he 
caused the searcher to see what he had, who found with 
him a wonderful rich altar of amber, a yard long, and 
three quarters wide, with diveis brave and curious saints 
laid in their beds. Feanng the discovery of all, he got 
what he could carry with him, and slipped away from 
them down the river to Cambndge But being discovered 
which way he went, the searcher made after him, at length 
got sight of him, and dogged him hither. He housed 
himself at Hanson's ; would have hired a horse for Lon- 
don, but was apprehended, and brought before the vice- 
chancellor on Monday morning, who found with him a 
wonderful curious chalice, with a nch cover, all of amber. 
In the cover, a pictuie of some young prince ; some say, 
the King of France ; but others come more near to us at 
home. The vice-chancellor having then no leisure, be- 
stowed him till the commencement was past. What they 
will do with him I know not. 


Mr. Thomas Locke to the Rev. Joseph Mead 

London, July 12, 1622 

A messenger is come from Spam, and there are shows of 
great entertainment , but nothing to be answered for the 
Palatinate tall Sir Richard Weston’s letters were come ; nor 
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of the match, till the Lord Gondoinar were come to the 
Spanish court The Lord Doncaster is on his way home- 
waids, re infecta, and some think the like will he done, 
ere long, by the Lord Digby, 

There aie foui new earls, and it is said there shall be 
four dukes. The earls are, the Lords I hnicaster, Earl of 
Kendal , Digby, Eail of Bristol ; the Lord Treasnrei, Earl 
of Middlesex ; and Lord Fielding, Earl of Denbigh. The 
dukes I doubt of 

I had most forgotten that all our people in Virginia, in 
all places, should, on Maich 22nd, at eight in the morn- 
ing, under pretence of friendship, have been murdered by 
the natives , an<l had been, had not an Indian boy the 
night before discovered it to his master, who, all night, 
sent about to give notice ; yet, in Martin’s humlred, too 
far off to have notice, almost all were slain, as namely, 32.0. 

There was a strong report here that the .Spanish match 
was broken off ; but Mi. Giesley came from my Lord 
Digby two days since, and he speaketh of great entertain- 
ments, &c , but no such matter. 

The Venetian ambassador here had delivered something 
to the king, (by commandment from that State) touching a 
match betwixt the Duke of Florence’s son and the infanta, 
which made the report more credible. 

Mr. Cottington cometh shortly from thence, and it is 
thought that he will be secretary to the prince. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, July 13, lfaJ2 

This term is passed over without any matter of great 
note, more than that Sir Edward Coke is cleared in the 
Court of Wards by the sentence of all the judges that 
were present at the hearing of the case (and by consent of 
the rest) at Serjeant’s Inn, that he was neither in law nor 
conscience to be charged with anything touching the ex- 
tent, either toward the king, or toward his heir ; which 
comes ill to pass for Sir Thomas Hatton and Mr. Gibbe, 
who followed the suit at great charge, and were to have 
had a great share of it, if it had hit right, for Sir Henry 

VOL. II 
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Yelverton spoke it openly and confidently in court, that he 
would not abate him sixpence of fifty thousand pounds in 
arrearages, which morsel they had half devoured, but now 
may say, quanta de spe dectdi ^ I hear this censure is 
nothing pleasing, and that the judges must show good 
cards, and be ready to give a good account of their 
doings. 

This week the Charles, a rich ship, of eight bundled 
tons, IS arrived here from Bantam, and gives hope of one 
or two more coming after. Another, likewise, is come 
from Virginia with ill news, that the savages have by sur- 
prise slam about three hundied and fifty of our men there. 
It was by their own supine negligence, that lived as care- 
lessly and securely there as if they had been in England, 
in scattered and stiaggling houses, far asunder, whereby 
they were so easily subject to the surprise of those naked 
people, who, besides other spoil and booty, have pos- 
sessed themselves of arms and weapons. But the best is, 
they have no skill to use them. Among them that are 
lost IS one Captain Barclay and Captain Thorpe, whom I 
was well acquainted withal, and had been a pensioner. 
The disgrace and shame is as much as the loss ; for no 
other nation would have been so grossly overtaken. 

The last week, the Lord Bruce' married Mary Chi- 
chester,® niece to the Countess of Bedford, who hath 
lately sold Combe, a goodly thing in Warwickshire, to the 
Lady Craven, for £36,000. 

The Lady Hatton hath bargained with the Duke of Len- 
nox for her house 111 Holborn, rating it at £12,000 present 
money, or £2000 in hand, and £2500 a-year during her 
life ; which latter condition is accepted by the duke and 
duchess Marquis Buckingham is gone through with the 
Earl of Sussex for New Hall, for the sum of £22,000 ; 
who likewise is to resign to him the lieutenancy of Essex, 
which lies fitly to his other commands of Buckinghamshire 
and Middlesex 

The comptroller’s staff is not yet bestowed, though there 


* Thomas Baron Bruce, of Kmloss, created Ear! of Elgin in 16^3 and Lord 

Bmee, of Wholton, m Yorkshire, id 1641 
^ Anne, daughter of Sir Robert Chichester, of Raleigh, m Devonshire 
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be many pretendants, atlea&t in name ; as »SirE(iward Yil- 
liers, (though some say he aspires to a place of more profit 
and less show) Sir Anthony Ashley, the Lor<l Grandison, 
Sir Edward Barret. But most \oices run with Sii Tho- 
mas Wentworth, unless Sir Henry Rich ‘•hoiild remove, to 
make Sir George Goring captain of the guard, Theie be 
divers others likewise m consideiation, which either I have 
forgotten, or think unlikely, as Sir Henry Spiller, Sir 
Arthur Ingram, &c 

The secretary’s place is likewise subject to the same 
variety ; but the most in speech (beside Sir Thomas Lake) 
are Sir Edward Conway, Sir Richard Weston, (that so Sir 
John Suckling, might succeed to be chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer) Sir John Ogle, who, they say, doth more labour 
for a friend of yours, as more affecting the place he now 
holds, because he hath been so long bred among them, and 
would show his abilities as well with tongue and pen as 
with the sword, and be tarn mercuno quam rnarti. 

These I represent unto you are the idle discourses that 
go about without any foundation, more than that men give 
themselves liberty to talk about all manner of unceitainties 
and unlikelihoods. 

The Countess of Rutland and Sir Thomas Savage’s lady 
are gone, or going, to the Spa, for their health, or some 
other errand. It is marvel we hear nothing yet of the 
Lady Arundel’s return. It is said the Lord of Doncaster 
will be here very shortly. On Wednesday, Gresley, the 
Lord Digby's steward, came out of Spam, wuth word that 
he hath had two audiences, and that he finds omnia bene. 

The king lay here on Thursday night, and went yester- 
day to Wanstead ; the next week to Havering, to Theo- 
balds, and so in a circle back to Otelands and Windsor, 
in all which places the ladies have their lodgings appointed, 
and go the progress. 

Mr. Camden hath eight or nine score pound land a-year, 
to have an historical lecture at Oxford, and sending Mr. 
Heather,* of the chapel, (with whom he lodgeth) on the 
message, the University gave him his grace to be doctor 

i Willmm Heather, wbo founded the mmit lectures m the Universitjof Oxford, 
and died in the latter end of July, 1627 Faitt Orm , ’%ol i , 222 
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of music and this Mr. Giles, ^ master of the children 

of Windsor, and the chapel took the same degree with 
him. 

PS. I heard yesterday that young Haynes is lately 
knighted by the king ; and that the States had a great 
mischance on Sunday, their coach ovei running and killing 
a child in Broad Street. 


Mr. Thomas Locke to Sir Dudley Carleton 

Jnly 24, 1622 

The English ships that brought the money from Spain, 
(whereof there was a good quantity) was brought to the 
mouth of the nvei, towards London, and then there was 
warrant procured to let them go again ; and so they are 
gone to Calais The States have met but seldom of late ; 
the abstract of what they have done is here enclosed. I 
send also a proclamation lately published.® 


Mr. Thomas Loche to Sir Dudley Ca'i leton 

July 31, 1622 

My Lord of Doncaster returned hither to London upon 
Tuesday, the 26th of this. My Lord of Arundel, two 
days since, was in great danger with his coach : the horse 
cast off the coachman, and ran away with the coach ; and 
he, leaping out of the coach, fell short, and, as it seemeth; 
the coach ran over him ® He is come hither to his house, 
but somewhat bruised 

The States’ commissioners have done nothing since my 
last. 

They say here now that Sir John Suckling shall be 
comptroller ; but he payeth well for it. 

I did, in my former, mention the alteration about the 
entertainment of ambassadors, &c , as I heard it by lela- 

* Nathaniel Giles, famous for his compositions in moaic, who died m 1635 — 
Wood^ Fasti Oxon , vol i , 222 

® The enclosares have not been preserved This is the case m almost every 
fnstance 

® 1 his was not the case The only hurt his lordship received was m being veiy 
much bruised trom the fall 
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tion. Now I find it at large, as it was propounded at the 
board. 

It seemeth that the States, and our comrais'-ioners, are 
now broken off" quite ; for there is an act of council to lie 
made to this purpose, that whereas cornmi'-sioneis wcie 
sent from the States to tieat about the wrongs off'eieil to 
our East India merchants, to the dishonour of the king, 
the decay of trade, and the luining ol many private men ; 
and that now, after so long time spent, they refuse to give 
satisfaction, our meichants aie, therefore, left to take their 
leinedy by course of law, oi commission m the Admiralty 
Court. 

John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dailey Carleton 

Lfsn Ion, Auiia-^t 10, 1022 

I returned from Ditton the 7th of this piesent, where I 
had continued almost a wdiole month; and I staved some- 
what the longer, upon notice that tlie Bishop of Win- 
chester * was to preach at Windsor the 5th day of August, 
which he did; taking his text from the Itli to the end of the 
7th veise of the 24th chapter of the first book of Samuel. 
His voice grows very low, but otheiwise he did extiaoidi- 
nary well, and like himself. I dined with him that day, 
and could not leave him till half an hour aftei five o’clock 
The weather was so veiy hot, and he so faint and wet, 
that he was fain to go to bed for some little tune, after 
he came out of the pulpit 

The Spanish ambassador was feasteil there that day, 
where theie passed only three healths, to the King of 
Spam; the Infanta, at Biussels, and the Infanta Maria, 
which the prince pledged with much ceiemony. He 
and the Marquis of Buckingham went every evening into 
the water neai to Eton, where the best swimming is, but 
so attended with choice company, and a boat or two, that 
theie could be no danger. The new provost® feasted the 
Lord of Buckingham, with his lady, and all that company, 
on Sunday night 

Monsieur Soubise took his leave at Windsor, and is daily 

^ Dr Andrews 

^ Ihomd'v Muna\, tutor and fetctetarv to Prince Charles He dm! in April, 162* 
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on his departure. I hear he had a jewel of J2000, and 
isoOO m money given him for a farewell Your States 
were at Windsoi the 8th of this present ; but whether to 
take theii leave, or for what other occasion, I know not. 

The king went from Windsor on Wednesday, to some 
other parks and places thereabout, and comes this day to 
Farnham, where he continues six nights. Before his going, 
he gave order for the releasing of Sir Edward Coke out of 
the Tower ; so that he comes forth on Thursday, and went 
to Stoke, where he is confined to six miles’ compass Some 
impute this delivery to his daughter Sadler’s ^ earnest and 
continual solicitation ; but I hear it was chiefly the Earl 
of Holderness’s doing, as likewise the setting Sir Robert 
Phillips and Malory at hbeity, who were discharged yes- 
terday. 

Mr. Rnthen, the Earl Cowrie’s brother,® (that hath been 
a prisoner in the Tower ever since the king’s coming in) 
was released the first of this month, and confined to Cam- 
bridge or Oxford, with a pension of £500 a-year. 

And now, to make a complete gaol delivery, all priests, 
Jesuits, or other papists, imprisoned, are set at liberty, 
and are not henceforward to be troubled for saying, (or as 
I hear the words go) praying of mass, or refusing the oath 
of allegeance, supremacy, or the like I have not yet seen 
the lord keeper’s letter, that goes about ; nor the letters 
patent under the great seal to this purpose, but by this 
example, those of our profession shall find more favour in 
foreign parts It is likewise ordered, as I hear, that none 
of our preachers, under the degree of bachelors of divinity, 
shall meddle with any matter of controversy in the pulpit ; 
and that all lectures shall be put down, saving on Sundays. 

One Dr. Everard, that preaches at St. Martin’s in the 
Fields, IS committed to the Marshalsea, for saying some- 
what he should not have done ; and a substitute of his is 
in the Gatehouse, for a like cause. 

I doubt not but you have heard of the Earl of Arundel’s 
mischance ; but he is now in a fair way of recovery, though 
it were reported, two days since, that he was dead ; at 


* Anne, wife of Ralph Sa<ller, Ebq 
® Patrjik Ruthven His daughter married Vandyke 
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least, his brain so crazed, and turned uith the fall, that he 
will hardly ever be his own man But as every man wishes 
him well or otheiwise, so they make his dani^er more or 
less. He, and the countess his mother, dined with us at 
Ditton, not above a week before this accident. 

The Lord Knevet died lately, leaving, in a manner, his 
whole estate to his lady 

Two days since, Secretary Calvert’s lady went away in 
childbiith, leaving many little ones behind her. 

Barnes and Hall, two meicers of Cheapside, of the best 
account, are driven to get a protection, which is next door 
to a bankrupteing. Two or three of our pnme and principal 
taverns are likewise sunk and shut up. 

We have had three new proclamations this week one 
against transporting of wools, w'oolfels, fuller’s-earth, and 
the like ; another, forbidding mariners, seafaring men, ship- 
wiights, or shipcarpenteis, to serve any foreign prince, or 
State, without special license ; the third, against four- 
wheeled carts or waggons, that with their weight mar and 
tear the highways. 

The Lord Falkland * is not yet gone for Ireland, nor hath 
delivered up his staff,’* till Sir John Suckling, who is to 
succeed him, and he be better and more fully agreed. 


Mr. Thomas Locke to Sir Dudley Caileton. 

August 10. Ib22. 

Since my last to your lordship, which was of this picsent, 
my loid treasurer hath signed some orders for the payment 
of moneys to your lordship, and is gone out of town, to 
see a great purchase that he hath bought in Sussex Since 
he went, he bath given order to Sir Robert Pye, by letter 
under his hand, which Sir Robert Pye showed unto me, 
that he should not issue any money, notwithstanding the 
orders he had signed ; which Sir Robert Pye findeth some- 
what strange, but knoweth not how to help it, until it 
pleaseth his lordship to give other directions, which he 
hopeth will not be long. The like course is taken with 

1 Henry Carj, Visconnt Falkland, appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland 

2 Of comptroller of t he hoo&chold 
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others of his majesty’s ministers abroad, who had money 
ordered to be paid unto them, which is stayed in the same 
manner 

My Lord of Arundel is not yet well of the fall he had 
by leapmg out of his coach, (whereof I advertised your 
lordship in my last) but it is thought that there will be no 
danger of his life. 

The king hath been much offended for that many of his 
subjects here have of late passed into France in unusual 
troops; for restraint whereof letters are written to the 
ports Mr Secretary Calvert’s lady died upon Thursday 
last She had not been sick above two days Some un- 
timely childbirth was the cause of her death. I send your 
lordship the act of council that was made about the East 
India mei chants, &c. 

Sir John Eyres is about to hire the lodgings that Sir 
Francis Goodwin had. He will give me his answer within 
these two days. He has desired so long respite. He is 
to have it for a year at £ 80 . 


Rev, Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle. 

Christ College, September 7, 1622 

Dr Gager died on Sunday morning last, and Dr. Eden 
vice-chancellor in his place 

When I came home. Dr. Owen, he that wrote Herod 
and Pilate, was printing a book here against Parceus*, 
would, as they talk, have had the doctors and vice-chan- 
cellor to present it to the king in the name of the whole 
university, when they should next go to his majesty, at 
Michaelmas, as their wont is But Dr. Richardson 
grumbled, and the rest would none of it But now, it is 
said, that a pursuivant is come down, both for him and his 
books He is well enough served ; though it may be, he 
will at length, m regard of his good zeal to the cause, 
obtain leave to divulge them, though he break one of the 
rules in the diiections. 

^ See p. 317, note 2. 
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Mr. Thomas Locke to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

September 11, 1622 

The States have done little or nothing since my last. 
Our Lords have failed to meet twice or thrice, though the 
States were once there according to appointment, and lost 
their labour. The East India merchants are not the only 
men that complain, as it seemeth by the copy of the letter 
enclosed, which was lately written 

An Englishman came lately out of Spain, and reported, 
with great confidence, that he had seen the solemnization 
of the marriage betwixt the King of Spain’s daughter and 
the Duke of Florence’s son Whereupon, being ques- 
tioned befoie the council, he said that he was at a great 
solemnity (where he got in by chance) in the night, and, 
not understanding the language, it seemeth he met with 
some Spaniard or other, that meant to make a fool of him, 
and told him, that the King of Spain’s daughter was to be 
married to the Duke of Florence’s son ; and with this news 
he came hither Being asked by the council what manner 
of woman she was, he said she was a goodly tall woman , 
and so he quickly discovered himself ; but he was laid by 
the heels for his labour This is almost believed by the 
generality, notwithstanding. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Chnst College, September 14, 1622 

Theie is another letter from the archbishop to all the 
bishops, concerning both a complaint of the misunder- 
standing of the former directions for preaching, and an 
explication and further declaration, both of the occasion 
and his majesty’s intendment by them. It should seem by 
it, that there had been great talk and strange construction 
somewhere. 

Dr Donne preaches at Paul’s, to-morrow, either to that 
purpose, to give satisfaction, or, as the Londoners talk, to 
teach men how to preach there hereafter , because the two 
last, Mr. Clayton, of Fulham, and Dr. Sheldon, went 
beyond the usual limits, as was thought , foi which Clayton 



S30 


THE COUET AND TIMES OF 


is in prison, but Sbeldon was only checked Clayton told 
a tale of a great murrain of sheep in Edward the Sixth’s 
days (I think) ; the reason whereof was, as he said, the 
coming of scabbed sheep, out of Spain ; and he bade them 
look it in “ Stowe’s Chronicle.” Sheldon’s text was. 
Revelations, chapter xiv , verse 9. “ If any man 
worship the beast, and his image, and receive his maik in 
his forehead, or his hand, the same shall drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixtuie 
in the cup of his indignation ” 

Dr. White was the last week made Dean of Carlisle, 
having, not above two or three days before, a living be- 
fallen him in London. 

There is a declaration, by the council of Virginia, of the 
state thereof, and of the late massacre, which was most 
barbarous, and in the very midst of kindness on our parts. 
They 4;ook some of our ordnance, and some ban els of 
gunpowder, which Opocohontas, the king, caused to be 
sown, expecting a large crop of gunpowder this summer, 
thinking it would have giown 

The Mare Vermeio is discovered to lie directly noith 
and south, and California to lie in like manner ; not bend- 
ing west at all, and to be an island,* which the Hollanders, 
through the Mare Vermeio, sailed round about, finding the 
sea open to the north thereof, and have sent a map of this 
discovery to Mr Brigges, whose discourse thereupon dis- 
covering the Spanish knavery (in multiplying the number 
of leagues in those parts ; as for 7, making 70 ; for 7 
score, 700; to increase the longitude in those parts, and 
to make the world not dream of any passage there), is 
annexed to the aforesaid declaration. It is said, also, that 
Captain Button hath discovered Hudson’s passage so far, as 
it 18 supposed he came up the Virginian Bay. 

Mr. Th(mas Locke to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

September 25, 1 622 

I am sorry that I can write nothing about the receipt 
of your moneys. I have spoken several times to my lord 
treasurer (who is now Earl of Middlesex), and told him, 

* Since fuHy ascertained to be a peninsula. 
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that yoTi were never so mncli behind as yon are now. He 
telleth me that he will take such order, that you shall not 
be so much unpaid as you have been ; and biddeth me have 
patience but a while I inquire of Sir Eobert Pye of the 
reason of this delay; and he telleth me plainly that 
there is no money yet I find as much willingness in 
him as may be ; but he can’t do more than my lord trea- 
surer will. You are now unpaid J2895. But the bills 
for intelligences for June, July, and August, are not yet 
delivered into the exchequer Your lordship may please 
to send it ; for I have recommended that amongst the rest, 
and Sir Robert Pye calleth for the bill. It may be, that 
there will be no alteration for all this 

The States proceed but slowly in their business. I was 
the other day speaking with Mr. Beaulieu, when Mon- 
sieur Aersans told him, that was la huitiirne corvee that 
had been given them ; they had been eight times at White- 
hall, by appointment of our Lords, and lost their labour ; 
wherewithal they were not very well pleased. 

His majesty is now feasting at my Lord of Buckingham’s, 
at New Hall, in Essex There hath been as great prepa- 
ration in that kind, as could be. This day, he cometh 
from thence, and stayeth here one day, and so to Hampton 
Court, and there four , and from thence to Royston and 
Newmarket 

The news of the loss of Heidelberg came hither about 
Saturday, the 21st of this. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, September 26, 1622 

Though the latter part of this summer proved so fair 
and seasonable, yet the harvest is scant, and com at a 
gieat rate, by reason of the mildews and blasting gene- 
rally over the whole realm ; and most kinds of other fruits 
fail likewise, except melons, which, these two last hard 
years, have proved so extraordinary good, that I am fully 
persuaded whoso lives but a dozen years hence, shall see 
them in more perfection here than was to be expected in 
the climate And the king is of opinion, that theie is no 
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better ’twixt this and the Islands : wherein the Venetian 
ambassador doth the more confirm him, by saying-, that he 
never ate better at Venice. Wherein I rather yield to his 
courtesy than his judgment ; though, in truth, I have tasted 
very good this year, and such as, if they had been more 
forward, might have proved excellent. 

All our talk and news is of your proceedings in those 
parts ; and we are now in great hope that Spinola^ will be 
put to a plunge, either to raise his siege, or to receive 
some blow. God send such a success as may be for a 
general good , otherwise, we are all in a poor case, though 
we be secure, and cannot believe it. 

During my absence, here was little worth the writing, 
but the death of the Lord Knevet, and his lady not long 
after him, who left Mrs. Hampden, as sister of Sir Oliver 
Cromwell’s, her sole executor, to a great value, as is 
supposed 

Sir Christopher Perkins is likewise dead, and his deanery 
of Cailisle bestowed on Dr. White, ^ a good old man, our 
learned leotuier for these two or thiee years in Paul’s The 
widow. Lady Peikins, is sister to the Countess of Buck- 
ingham, and mother to the Countess of Middlesex. Her 
husband was said to be a papist, or Jesuit, a doctor, a 
dean, a master of Requests, a knight, and what not. 

On the 15th of this month, the Dean of Paul’s® 
preached at the Cross, to testify the king’s good inten- 
tions in the late orders concerning preachers and preach- 
ing,^ and of his constancy in the true reformed religion, 
which the people, it should seem, began to suspect His 
text was the 20th verse of the vth chapter of the Book of 
Judges;' a somewhat strange text for such a business, 

1 Ambrose, Marquis of Spmola, a celebrated commander in the service of the 
King of Spam ® Dr Francis White ^ Dr John Donne 

^ With relation to the points contested betwixt the Calvinists and Arm mans, 
see Collier’s Ecclmastical History^ part ii , book vii , pp 722, 723 

^ This sermon, with a dedication to the Marqnis of Bockinghara, was published 
at London, 1622, m 4to , under this title ** A Sermon upon the 15th Verse of the 
xxth Chapter of the Book of Judges, wherein occasion was justly taken for the 
publication of some reasons, which his sacred majesty had been pleased to give of 
those directions for preachers, which he had formerly sent forth Preached at the 
Cross, the 16th of September, 1622, by John Donne, doctor of divinity, and Dean 
of St Paul’s, London And now, by commandment of his majesty, published as it 
was then preached ” There is a typographical error m this title It should be, vth 
chapter, 20th verse 
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and how he made it hold together, I know not ; but he 
gave no great satisfaction , or, as some say, spoke as if 
himself were not so well satisfied 

The Countess of Buckingham is relapsed into Popery, 
and makes open profession ; whereupon she is sent from 
the court, and, as is said, confined to her house at Dalby, 
in Leicestershiie Some hold not that the only cause of 
her absence, but rather some pique or hard usage towards 
her daughter-in-law, the lady marchioness 

I hear of some rough and rude unkindness that passed 
’twixt the Lord Lisle and the Lord of Doncaster, at Sion ; 
but the matter was presently taken up by the duke, Lord 
Marquis of Buckingham, and the Lord of Northumberland, 
and they reconciled in show. 

On the 13th of this month, the Lord of Doncaster was 
created Earl of Carlisle by patent; on the 14th, the Lord 
of Fielding, Eail of Denbigh; on the 15th, the Lord 
Digby’s patent was sealed for Bristol ; and, on the 1 6th, 
the lord treasurer’s for Middlesex And I hear Mrs Bagnal 
should be made an Irish countess a thing seldom seen 
before, for women to be so advanced, and overtop their 
husbands 

The king removed, on Sunday after dinner, from Theo- 
balds to Havering, and so, the next day, to dinner at New 
Hall, the lord marquis’s late purchase, where he confined 
his number to fifty, for fear of overcharging the owner. 
This day he comes to town, and to-morrow to Hampton 
Court. The purchase of New Hall is accounted a great 
bargain, when for £20,000 there is £l200 land a-year, 
besides the value of £7000 or £5000 in wood, and house 
that cost £14,000 in building, which is now altering and 
translating, according to the modern fashion, by the direc- 
tion of Inigo Jones, the king’s surveyor. 

I hear that Tobie Matthew is gone to his father, with 
recommendation from the king, that as he did discoun- 
tenance him upon the king’s displeasure, so he would now 
receive him to favour, upon his reconciling to his majesty. 
His fidw Achates, Mr. Gage, is come from Rome, with a 
copy or draught of the dispensation for the Spanish 
match, on condition the king carry a good respect to the 
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Roman Catholics, which, no doubt, will be done in good 
measure, like the Spanish , as much forward as back- 

ward. Yet here be certain people that give out for certain, 
that the Infanta Maria is actually contracted or promised 
to the young Duke of Florence , and the Venetian ambas- 
sador gave notice of such a thing more than two or thiee 
mouths since, by order, as he said, from the signoiia. But 
there was as little credit given to it then as now ; and I 
am still of the same mmd, that, though they dally or delay 
us for a time, yet they will not so grossly delude us 
altogether. Neither can I beheve they are able to cast 
such a mist over the eyes of this piercing estate, but it 
would soon be discovered. 

Harman, the post, makes show to be gone this day; 
whereupon I write now to return thanks for your two 
letters of the 15th and 27th of the last month, which I 
received at Waie Park, together with Sir Thomas Roe’s 
relation, which I had seen almost a month before, and w’as 
so cm rent in town that it is now printed ; and I had a 
copy or book of it sent me last week into the countiy. 


Rev. Joieph Mead to 8tr Martin Stuteville 

Christ College, September 28, 1 622 

I am told that the Bishop of London, on Saturday, sent 
to him who was to preach on Sunday last, for the copy of 
his sermon- He that was in the house told the messenger, 
that he was then very private in his meditations, but he 
would take opportunity to tell him the bishop’s pleasure. 
Yet it fell out that he told him not. Whereupon the 
bishop, growing thereby more jealous, sends for him on 
Sunday some hour before seimon. The preacher came, 
and, having made his excuse, the bishop began to give him 
good counsel, that he should take heed that he spake 
nothing which might be distasteful, or unfit for the present 
times. Then asks him what his text was, who told him, 
Galat , chap i., verses 6 and 7. “ I marvel that you are 

so soon removed from him, that called you m the grace of 
Christ, unto another Gospel. But there are some that 
trouble you, and would pervert the Gospel of Christ.” 
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Whereat the bishop struck his hand upon his breast, 
swearing that that text was not allowable for these times. 
“ No,” said one of his chaplains that stood by, “ the very 
[spirit] of the text is not tolerable for the present times ” 
Then the bishop asked him if he could not change it. He 
answered, “ No ” “ Well,” said the bishop, “ look to 

thyself ; for if thou speakest anything that shall not please, 
I yov, to break thy neck and thy back too ” The preacher 
answered, he had nothing to speak but what he would 
stand to, and so was dismissed, being sermon time. Yet 
by and by, one of the bishop’s chaplains came after him, 
and offers to preach for him, but he refused. So taking 
a little time to meditate, comes forth and makes a preface, 
relating the sum of the former passages, as an excuse if he 
were not so ready as he should have been, which much 
displeased the bishop ; yet the whole sermon contained 
nothing but, in general, a discourse of the damnable con- 
dition of those who should forsake the faith they had 
received. Only he concluded, that they might expect 
some application, but he was not ambitious of lying in 
prison ; and so ended. 

I was told yesterday, by a gentleman out of Derbyshire, 
that some Papists there, on the borders of Lancashire, 
brought a great bear into the church while the minister 
was preaching ; but a neighbour knight was so bold as to 
lay them all by the heels for it. 

My Lord Peters, a Catholic, is said to be confined to his 
house, upon a complaint made to my lord keeper by some 
gentleman, for affirming confidently that his majesty and 
the prince were both Papists • which God forbid ' 

On Sunday, his majesty removed to New Hall, in Essex, 
to see my lord marquis’s new house ; but the unexam- 
pledness of a Sunday’s removal, as they said, gave not 
much content to our people. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, Octofa^‘r 4, 1622 

Sir Richard Weston is returned from Brussels, and 
landed here on Saturday. They say he tells the king, 
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that there is nothing intended but the ruin of his son in 
the first place, and of himself in the next place. My Lord 
of Digby IS sent for home Endymion Porter parts this 
day towards Spam ; it is thought for present answer and 
satisfaction to all neglects. Sir Robert Naunton was sent 
for to the court on Thursday, and restored to favour. The 
council sit close and long, and the prince with them, 
daily, insomuch that, on Michaelmas-day, it was seven 
o’clock at night before the king could have them to attend 
him to chapel to the solemn offertory, which is usual to be 
had on that day. 

It is said to be in equihhrio whether there shall be a 
parliament oi no. Speak fresh that way. 

There weie eleven persons, men and women, cast away 
in the Thames, in the storm on Sunday night last. 


John Chamherlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, October 6, 1622 

My last was by Harman, two days after my coming to 
town Since we have been at it, w’e are wholly entertained 
with uncertain reports of Spinola’s using from Bergen,^ 
and great wagers were laid, both in couit, city, and spe- 
cially in the Exchange, pro et conh a , which grew upon 
confidence the Spanish faction had of Spinola’s forecast 
and resolution, confirmed by Sir Richard Weston and his 
followers, who, coming in the heat of the contention, 
cooled the most forward, in that they had heard nothing of 
it by the way ; and withal related how assuredly all at 
Brussels, from the highest to the lowest, made full account 
to carry it. On the other side, there was no more cer- 
tainty but that two straggling passengers, coming over m 
a pink, that stayed at Sandwich, said they were at Heidel- 
berg and Flushing, when thanksgiving was made m the 
churches for the raising of the siege ; and that there were 
not boats enough to be gotten for the people, that flocked 
in great numbers to go to Bergen, to see the works, and 
manner of the siege. The Spanish ambassador, to salve 
all this, gave out it was but a false alarm, upon removing 

^ Bergen-op-Zoom 
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of Spinola’s quarters only, by reason of some incon- 
venience he found in the ground In this suspense we 
continued till the post of Antwerp came on Wednesday 
last, and cleared the doubt; which was very welcome 
news, and as well received here as came many a day, 
wherein those people may see our true hearts, and good 
affection towards them, that, howsoever we complain to 
have found haid usage at their hands, yet we rejoice 
exceedingly at their prosperity and welfare. 

Yesternight their commissioners here made a great feast, 
and meant to have had fireworks in their court or garden, 
if the wet and tempestuous weather did not hinder it. 
Indeed, I have seldom or never known so great and furious 
winds as have been this summer, which have done great 
hurt both at sea and land, insomuch that divers ships were 
cast away in the haven of Plymouth, a thing nevei heard 
of before , and, on Sunday last, two or three boats were 
lost in the Thames, both abo-ve and beneath the bridge, in 
one of which ten peisons were drowned, some Dutch and 
some English, who, having been at a marnage at Kingston, 
and packed thirteen in a wherry, the tempest rising towards 
eight o’clock at the night, were cast away ’twixt West- 
minster and the Strand. Only three were saved by strange 
accidents We hear of a Dunkirker cast away the same 
night on the coast of Sussex, wherein were 130 men, 
whereof one only escaped, and came to land. The day I 
came to town, another Dunkirker, with 150 men, was 
sunk or blown up not far from Dover, by four Hollanders’ 
men-of-war I heard the fight divers times all along the 
way as I came ; and the king, being then at New Hall, would 
not then, nor scant since, be persuaded but it was the bat- 
tery at Bergen. The other Dunkirkers that were driven to 
Leith long since, not finding means to furnish themselves 
there, were supplied from hence by the Spanish ambassador, 
who, sending a ship laden with munition and all other pro- 
visions, we hear it was taken, as soon as it was out of the 
river, by the Hollanders, though the Spaniard will lose little 
by it, having assured it on the Exchange. It may be this 
provision he made gives occasion to speech and murmuring 
among our people that had a license to carry away a great 

VOL II 2 
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quantity of ordnance, and great store of butter and cheese, 
which would come ill to pass to the poorer sort, corn being 
already become extreme dear ; rye at seven, and wheat at 
ten shillings a bushel ; and it is said the king is much dis- 
pleased with the business of the Palatinate; and, if he 
receive not shortly better satisfaction from Spain, will 
resent it in another manner than he had done, and begins 
to appiehend how much they abuse his patience and long 
suffering. 

Endymion Porter was appointed to be gone towards 
Spam on Thursday; but, in the mean time, comes Mr. 
Cottington, who went to the court yesterday. But whether 
his coming will hinder or fuither the other journey, I know 
not, nor what he brings, one way or other But it was 
much maivelled that, having already theie an ordinary 
and extraoidinary ambassador, besides an agent, there 
should be yet need of another messenger of his quality and 
nearness. 

We have much speech here of a great fleet of Spaniards 
upon our coast, and of a greater to follow ; but we take 
no gieat alarm at the matter, because it is given out they 
go for the Low Countries. I cannot believe they are so 
many nor so well appointed as is given out ; for either we 
should have heard of them sooner, or we should startle 
more at their approach ; for we keep still the same course. 

The king removes this day fiom Hampton Court to 
Theobalds, without making touch here, so to Royston, 
where he means to continue till Hallowtide, when he comes 
back to Theobalds to prick the sheriffs, then to Newmarket; 
so that we shall not have him here till Christmas. 

It is no marvel we have all so uncertain news from 
abroad, when we have so little ceitainty at home of things 
done within ten or twelve miles of us As, on Wednesday, 
it was repoited that Sir Robert Naunton was sent for to 
court, had kissed the king’s hand, and was to be restored 
to his place The next day, we hear, there was no such 
matter; but that the Lord of Doncaster or Carlisle had sent 
for him for conference about parting with the seals, which 
some say shall be delivered to Sir Edward Conway ; some 
to Sir Clement Edmondes , and some, to Sir John Ogle. 
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Utrum horum mavis acdpe ; or neither, if yon will, for 
aaght I know, or can yet learn As likewise the lord 
president was in speech to be lord chancellor, by virtue of 
some matrimonial contract for his eldest son That the 
lord keeper, in compensation, was to have the reversion of 
the Bishopric of Winchester and deanery of the chapel, 
which, if it should fall out so, I could wish he might expect 
and tarry for many a fan day Other changes and dislo- 
cations are talked of, and yet, thanks be to God, nothing 
out of joint ; so that all is like to be but vain discourses 
of idle brains. 

The next week, the Lord Marquis Hamilton, for the 
king, and the Lord Marquis Buckingham, for himself, are 
to go christen the Lord Compton’s young son Sir Dudley 
Digges is come out of Ireland, and his colleagues are to 
follow shortly after Sir Francis Netheisole hath been 
heie this sevennight, and Sir John Borlase ariived on 
Wednesday, very sick 

On Wednesday last, I received yours of the 26th of 
September, and acquainted the Lady Vere, who came the 
next day to town, with what you had written touching 
^500 to be paid by one Tybault, whereof she had heard 
nothing, but means to inquire and find him out, by Sir 
Peter Van Lere. She gives your lordship great thanks 
for having her in so kind remembrance, and will be ready 
upon all occasions to acknowledge the favour. 

I am sorry to see poor Sir Peter Manwood brought to 
that pass ; but his estate is so desperate, that it seems he 
could be content to miscarry ; and so, m some case, 
inmtum qui servat, idem facit accidenti. But your care 
is much to be commended, and charity must work, though 
it be not welcome. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville 

Christ College, October 6, 1622 

On Wednesday last, in the forenoon, Mr. Preston^ was 
chosen master of Emanuel College, it being the seventh 

^ John Preston, afterwards D D , of Queen’s College, Cambridge, and preacher 
at Lincoln’s Inn 
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day after the vacation, by resignation of the old Dr ^ 
Yet so secretly did they carry their business, that not 
any in the town — no, nor any of the scholais of their 
own college, did so much as suspect any vacation or 
election till all was done and finished Dr Travers him- 
self, whom some might suppose likely to hear of such a 
mattei, heaid not the least jot till all was past, notwith- 
standing all the acquaintance and relations he left behind 
him Never did I believe, till now I see it experienced, 
that so many as twelve could keep counsel a week together, 
and fellows of a college, too Who would have thought but 
there had been a Judas amongst twelve^ But they jest 
at Emanuel, and tell us Judas was gone, and they had but 
eleven ; for one fellowship lies void, in regard of some suit 
about the maintenance for it. The new mastei thus 
chosen was presently, in the afternoon, fetched home from 
Queen’s by all the fellows, and accompanied thence by 
some of the fellows there, and most of the scholars, almost 
to Emanuel gates, where the seminaiy of Emanuel stood 
to entertain him. 

You will perhaps, or some others will, wonder, how this 
business could be kept so close, since the vacation was to 
be published by a schedule, set up till the election But 
this circumstance is lequisite only if any of the fellows be 
absent, thereby to signify the vacation to them, to prevent 
which they made choice of a time when all their fellows 
were at home, to call them together, and make known the 
resignation to all present at once 


Mr. Thomas Locke to Sir Dudley Garleton. 

October 12, 1622 

Yesterday, the news came hither, by an express, of the 
conclusion of the peace between the King of France and 
the Protestants, which was presently sent away to the 
king with these articles, which were delivered to Mr 
Secretary by the gentleman that brought the packet. 

The Lords do begin now to sit veiy frequently, and the 
prince with them. They have lately received letters from 

^ Lawrence Chaderton He died m November, 1640, aged 105 
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the new deputy ^ and council of Ireland, which do import 
a great jealousy conceived by that state of the ill-affected 
theie, who do now show themselves with much more bold- 
ness, and speak more bravely than they should. They are 
put in hope of a toleration and alteration of religion by 
the piiests, who do swarm everywhere. The Irish captains 
that weie sent hither to levy soldiers for the King of 
Spam have lingered there till now, which the state doth not 
like very well of They are now like to be sent away 
' packing Things work not very well there, but now there 
IS hope of amendment. The soldier is unpaid three years, 
which the Lords have now promised to take order for ; 
and of these things and other defects m this state ; and 
these they have informed his majesty, and set down courses 
for information 

Yesterday, Murray, the post, came back from Manheim, 
and brought word that he could not deliver the king’s 
letter to Sir Horatio Vere; and the news is come hither 
that It IS little better than lost. This day, came news 
that Endymion Porter, who was lately sent to Spain, was 
very like to be drowned about Calais, and that he lieth sore 
bruised by seeking to save himself, in leaping out of his 
own ship, which was split, into another; his man drowned. 
And now it is thought that Mr Gage, who was going to 
the pope, shall take Spain in his way, and carry those 
lettere which Mr Portei had. 

This day, the Lords did send to the States, to entreat 
them at their next meeting to insist upon nothing but 
things reasonable, as they had charged our mei chants, 
upon their displeasure, to do the like, that so they might 
quickly come to a conclusion. 

Sir Clement Edmondes died this day of an apoplexy, 
whereof he was not sick above two days. 


John Chamherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, October 12, 1622 

Our term is begun, and yet no great appearance, nor 
any of our friends come to town, but only Sir William 

1 Lord Falkland 
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Borlase, who came of purpose to see his kinsman, Sir 
John, that lies yet very weak, but not without hope of 
recovery. He is much missed (if not too much) On 
Sunday, while I was there, the lord chamberlain came in, 
and he hath continual messages fiom the prince, the aich- 
bishop, and all the great ones 

The king is now at Royston, and the prince, with the 
council, consult daily at Whitehall Some speak of a 
parliament towaid ; but mi hono ^ for I look for no great 
effect, unless some men’s minds were better prepared than 
when they parted ; neither can I hope for any gieat success 
of the prince’s forwaidness, (who, they say, is very earnest 
in the cause of the Palatinate, and veiy nobly offering him- 
self to go in person) unless they take the right course, 
which, to my understanding, is not to demand passage for 
an array of so many thousand through Flanders and those 
parts, (as principal piece of Porter’s errand is reported) but 
to strike at the root which gives life and nourishment to 
all the other boughs and branches But Mr. Cottington 
relates how much they were troubled and grieved in Spain 
at the news of the besieging of Heidelberg, (for he was 
despatched before they heard of the loss) and gives the 
names of the commissioners now at last appointed to treat 
of the match, which are five — Don Baltaser de Faniaga ; 
Count Gondomar , Rosteyney, the king’s principal secre- 
tary ; the king’s confessor, a Dominican fiiar, and the 
Bishop of Segovia, president of the Council of Flanders, 
and confessor to the late Archduke Albertus. 

The lord keeper is abridged in his authority of making 
justices of peace, and the nomination of them transferred 
to the council table ; as, likewise, the loids lieutenant have 
no more the naming and appointing of then deputy lieu- 
tenants, but the king hath reserved that power in himself 
Before my coming to town, I heard of some unkindness 
and coarse language ’twixt the lord treasurer and lord 
keeper, with appeaching and accusing one another’s courses; 
but they were reconciled by the king, and the matter 
salved. By these, and the like thwarting, it is guessed 
that the lord keeper hath no firm footing, specially now 
he wants his wonted stay, the Countess of Buckingham. 
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We have been fed all this week with a foolish report 
that the Prince of Orange had taken Hulst, in Flanders ; 
whereas, for aught I can learn, he was not on that side of 
the water. We hear no more of the Spanish fleet upon 
our coast, nor what is become of it. Much discoursing 
we had what then design might be Some think, upon 
this check Spinola had before Bergen, that they are gone 
back ; but this is not likely, for many reasons ; neither 
could they have notice of it so soon, I do rather think 
these violent winds have shaken and scattered them. 
Truly, if God do not, as it were, miraculously fight for us 
and the cause, I see little hope left, when all things, as 
well in France as elsewhere, do conspire and work to- 
gether for the Spanish greatness. Yet here came news 
yesterday that there is peace in France, which God knows 
how long it will hold, and whether it will not undermine 
and luin them more than the war ; for they have the wolf 
by the ear. But God, in his good time, will amend aU 
that is amiss. 

Sir Clement Edmondes fell, two days since, into a dead 
palsy, and I heard yesternight he was speechless. If he 
recover not. Sir Edward Conway hath one competitor 
less to oppose, and will be the hker to carry it. He only 
went in coach this day sevennight with the two marquises,^ 
to the chiistening of the Lord Compton’s son ; and the 
Lord of Buckingham says he is the best company that may 
be, either for jest or earnest 

Sir John Dormer is lately married to the Lady Croke, 
the j'udge’s widow, and they live, or sojourn, at Ascot. As 
I was now finishing, 1 hear Sir Clement Edmondes is dead ; 
and I think Mr Dickinson is to succeed him, and wait in 
ordinary. 

Mr. Gage is, upon bis return to Rome, to amend somewhat 
in the dispensation. I marvel that we hear nothing of the 
Bishop of Spalato, nor what is become of him since he 
went hence. 


^ Hamilton and Buckingham 
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Rev Jose^A Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville 

Christ College, October 19, lb22 

Endymion Porter, the messenger into Spain, hath been 
sick, a mischance since he went, as will disenable him for 
lus employment. Most say, that the manner of it was by 
reason that the ship he went in was gravelled near to 
Calais ; and so, being in danger, to save himself, he leaped 
out of the ship into the boat, but, falling upon the side 
tlieieof, he bioke one of his iibs; and his man leaping 
after him, fell much shorter, and so was drowned Others 
say, that m the tempest, the ship wherein he was fell foul 
with another m company, in such sort, that it was in dan- 
ger, being the smaller, to be lost whereupon, when the 
ships were driven together, he, throwing himself with all 
his might into the greater, fell so that he broke his shoulder, 
besides other hurt , but his man following, catched only 
hold upon the ship’s side, where he hung, till the ships 
falling together, he was crushed in pieces between them, 
and fell dead into the sea. The Roman augurs would 
have taken this for an ominous sign of the success of the 
business Since this news came to court, Mr Cottington 
is employed to Spam, who came but lately fiom thence. 

To tell you how the prince, before his father came 
down, besought him upon his knees, and with tears, to 
take pity upon his poor and distressed sister, her husband, 
and children, and to suffer himself no longer to be abused 
with treaties, desiring him, that since himself was old, and 
unfit man for actions of war, that he would give him leave 
to raise a royal aimy, and to be the leader thereof himself, 
not doubting but to find the subjects ready and that his 
majesty should answer, he would hear once more forth of 
Spam first, and then, if he had not satisfaction, he would 
give him and the State leave to do what they could. To 
tell you, I say, of these, and the such like, I shall not 
need, knowing that they use to fly about the country, and 
you may know the truth as soon as I ; for I think the 
event must make it appear, before it will be credible And 
yet it is affirmed the prince said so ; but I know not whe- 
ther [he mean] to do so. 
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It was talked also, that the king,' the^ last week, on 
hunting, both the marquises being with him, and not above 
one or two of the huntsmen else anything near him, should 
suddenly, standing still and pausing awhile, tell them, that 
he was shamefully abused, and they were the causes there- 
of, as having made him believe that all would be well 
by treaty, till now his son had lost all his inheritance. 

“ You, my lords,” quoth he, “ have much abused me ” 
To which they replied nothing This our Cambridge men 
brought fiom Royston on Sunday. I leave you to judge 
of the probability, especially seeing the one of them. 
Marquis Hamilton, is no way guilty in this kind, being 
known and taken by all to be of the contrary faction , un- 
less you would think that the king included them both, 
that he might charge Buckingham directly. But these 
are all vulgar reports, and therefore suspicious either of 
falsehood or corruption. 

John Clianiiherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, October 26, 1622 

We are still in the same terms, without resolution one 
way or other. The king continues at Royston, or rather 
now at Hinchingbroke, that was Sir Oliver Cromwell’s, 
whence he comes back on Monday. Then to Theobalds, 
the 4th of next month, where he means to prick the sheriffs 
the next day, and so to Newmarket 

The States went to Royston this day sevennight, with 
intention to take their leave, as was thought ; but there 
being no agreement ’twixt them and our East Indian mer- 
chants, the king hath undertaken to reconcile the most 
difficult point, touching the damages, if our men will rely 
on his justice, and not suspect his integrity , otherwise, 
he will not meddle with the business. 

Monsieur Soubise hath taken a nch ship of Dunkirk, 
coming out of Spain, upon our coast, and brought her to 
Plymouth. But we hear of a post sent from court to let 
her go. I do not conceive upon what pretence, except 
some complaint of the Spanish ambassador’s. But there 
is hope he is gone before the commandment came. 

Much consultation there hath been about raising of 
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money, and many projects propounded : as to find out a 
hundred men who should lend, or part with so many thou- 
sand pounds ; that the king should have the full revenue 
of letting and setting all wards’ lands and livings during 
their nonage ; that all officers whatsoever should contri- 
bute a whole year’s profits of their place. But it was 
answered, that many of them having but as it were from 
hand to mouth, how should they maintain themselves and 
their families in the mean time * Then came a notion that 
the council and the nobility should give a good example, 
and part with a year’s rent ; but that was soon dashed ; 
and so, cum nomini ohtrudi potest iter ad urhem, the city 
came in question. But it was remembeied how much be- 
hindhand they were already, since their last loan, and that 
they are extremely impoverished, as may appear by a list 
of 1500 houses that stand empty within the lord mayor’s 
precincts, whereof 500 bankrupted. And it is a strange 
sight, and not known in this age, till within these two or 
three years, to see booksellers, stocking-men, haberdashers, 
point-makers, and other mean trades, crept into the Gold- 
smith’s Row, that was wont to be the beauty and glory of 
Cheapside. But in conclusion, after all these devices, 
none was found to be so fit as the plain, ancient way of 
parliament ; and so, I hear, it was certified But the 
kmg IS so distasted with their tedious manner of proceed- 
ing, that he will hardly be diawn into it, unless matters 
be so prepared that there be more quick despatch. And 
to that end, the general pardon must be drawn beforehand, 
so as may be both to his majesty’s liking and theirs ; for 
the last time they complained it was bat a chip Then 
the balancing and settling of trade, and weighty and intri- 
cate business, must be thought upon and established , as 
also the fees of officers reduced to what they were in tri- 
cesimo, and justices of peace to the number they were in 
tncesimo quarto of Queen Elizabeth Besides, divers other 
things are spoken of to be prepared and made ready. And 
yet, perhaps, with all this noise, nothing will follow. 

Here is a speech of a new dignity of vidams to be 
created, which should wedge in ’twixt knights and baro- 
nets ; but it is like to raise no great wool. 
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The king hath lately made Hugh Middleton, a gold- 
smith, a baronet, for his good setvice in bringing the water 
to London, and finding out the silver mine in Wales. 

The last week, Mr. Cottington was sworn the prince’s 
secretary. Anthony Tracy, the Lady Vere’s brother, is 
come from Florence ; and we hear of three-score priests 
come out of Spam in a flock. 

Mr. Gage is gone back to Rome, about the amending of 
somewhat in the dispensation , foi whereas it was re- 
quired that the infanta should have a chapel in court, to 
hear mass with her servants, and their familiars, this last 
word was thought of too large extent. I hear Mr Matthew 
brought him to Dover on his way. 

We have news, that Don Baltaser de Faniaga, the 
privy councillor, is dead in Spam, which perhaps may 
somewhat alter the course of that council. 

I had almost forgot, that the new recorder presenting 
the new lord mayor, the next day after his election, as 
the manner is, to the lord keeper, amongst other his com- 
mendations, said he had been a courtier. His name is 
Proby,^ and was some time barber to Secretary Walsmg- 
ham. The lord keeper in his reply said, he was glad to 
see so good correspondence ’twixt the court and the city, 
that they had made choice of a courtier for their pnme 
magistrate, and the court of a citizen for a pnncipal 
oflScer. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, November 4, 1622 

Harman, the post, calls for a letter; and there is nothing 
to write, unless I should tell you of my lord mayor’s 
pageants and shows, that had a fair day among so many 
foul, both before and after, that the ways are said to be 
impassable, and the waters so high, that it is doubted how 
the king will get well to Theobalds this day, whither the 
council go to him to-morrow morning, and such a deal of 
other business there to be done, as in so short a time, 
without extraordinary despatch, can hardly be digested. 

* Sir Peter Proby 
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The Lord Belfast hath been here now these eight or ten 
days, and his audience or relation deferred to the king’s 
coming to Theobalds. They say he is nothing well edified 
with the proceedings of the Spaniards and Imperialists 
with whom he had to deal, but will plainly lay open how 
cunningly, to say no worse, they have carried the business, 
and with how little respect to his majesty’s mediation, if 
it will do any good. In the mean time, the Spanish match 
goes on amain, in the treating whereof two principal 
articles were said to be — the restoring of the Palatinate 
on their part ; and firm assurance to be given on ours, 
from henceforth not to assist the Low Countries with men, 
money, or any other means. 

There is a great controversy fallen out ’twixt Sir Francis 
Vane^ and the new Lord Montague,® his neighbour, about 
country causes, and for stiling him, under his hand, the 
“ grand promoter,” which the loid would bring within 
compass of scandalam magnatum, and follows it into the 
Star Chamber, where Sir Thomas Vane was to answer, as 
It were, ore terns, on Wednesday next ; but seeing him- 
self so pressed, he hath found means that the king hath 
taken it into his own hands, and caused them both to 
appear before him at Royston as yesterday, where, how 
the matter hath passed, we cannot hear yet; but it is 
most likely the king hath agreed them, and made them 
friends. 

The lord privy seal is in speech to be put to a good 
pension during his life, and relinquish his place to the 
loid chamberlain, who is to make room for the Lord of 
Denbigh or Fielding; but perhaps the matter is not so 
soon effected as spoken. 

Dr. Searchfield,® Bishop of Bristol, is lately dead ; but 
that place is so poor, that we have not yet heard of any 
suitors or pretendents for it. 

Your brother Carleton is in town in some perplexity, 

^ Probably Sir Francis Fane, who was kmght of the Bath, and created Baron 
Burghersh and Earl of Westmoreland in December, 1624 He died March 23, 
1628 

2 Edward Montagu, created Lord Montagu, of Bonghton, m June, 1621 

^ Dr Rowland Searchfieid, educated at St John’s College, m Oxford, and con- 
secrated Bishop of Bristol May 9, 1619 He was succeeded in that see by Dr 

w.i — 4.xisrv,«.Lt 
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for fear of being put into the bill of sheriffs, and plies all 
his friends that can any way help to keep him out. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, November 16, 1622 

I spake with a gentleman this week, whose place and 
condition in life might enable him to know something, 
who, with such arguments as he brought, hath in a manner 
persuaded me to believe these conclusions 1st. That the 
match with Spain will never be, unless the times change, 
so that Spam shall do it for fear. 2nd. That there will 
never be a direct answer given from thence about the 
restitution of the Palatinate, but always such a one as 
may effect delay. 3rd That the palatinate will never be 
restored 4th That though it be not, our king will never 
take arms in behalf thereof Blot out this when you have 
read it, for we must not prognosticate of the counsels and 
events of State. 

We talk here, that the Bishop of Bristol being dead, 
my Lady Leven’s friends at court have moved the king to 
confer it upon the provost of King’s College,^ in recom- 
pense of his so much spoken of slighting and neglect of 
their letters and personal mediation in her behalf, for 
renewing the lease she begs of that college And as for 
his provostship, they have moved and obtained of the king 
to confer it upon Sir Albert Morton,® not hitherto suf- 
ficiently rewarded for his services to the king and State. 
This was done, and licence procured for holding his 
livings ; and a commendam, as soon as it should fall in his 
diocese, of ^100 a-year, with his little bishopiic, before 
the provost ever heaid word of it, or had the least sus- 
picion Whereupon he is now so much amazed and trou- 
bled, that he vouchsafed to descend lower than himself, and 
to sue to Dr. Travers to be his mediator to our master,® 
and to Dr, Bainbridge, that he would write m his behalf 
to Sir George Goring, whom he supposed the chief in this 

1 Dr Samuel Collins, elected m 1615 2 Afterwards secretary of state 

3 Dr Valentine Carey, Bishop of Exeter 
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business. Our master was entreated for him, and hath 
written ; but what will be the event, or whether his 
coming off at length for the lease will make his peace, 
time will tell us ere long.> 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, November 29, 1622 

Upon Wednesday, at two of the clock. Sir John Bennet 
made a speech unto the lords, craving the king’s mercy, 
and their lordships’ favourable censure, for these reasons • — 
1st. Because that he had offended was out of ignorance, 
as thinking the extent of his office would have borne him 
out to do what he did, his predecessors having done 
the like before him ; but now he saw he was deceived. 
2nd. Because, having been a long time chancellor of York 
in the queen’s time, he was never attached, nor so much 
as questioned till now. 3rd. For that his estate was not 
so gieat as was supposed. 4th. Because that whatsoever 
should be laid upon his estate, would not light upon him 
alone, but upon a wife, ten children, and twelve grand- 
children, and foity others besides, depending upon him : 
where fainting, he ended. Nevertheless, upon Friday fore- 
noon he received his censure, fined £ 30 , 000 , restitution 
of whatever he had gotten wrongfully from any man, dis- 
enabled from ever bearing office any more, and imprison- 
ment during the king’s pleasure. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to S%r Martin StuteviUe. * 

Christ College, December 14, 1622-3 

Oxford University got s8l500 by Sir John Bennett’s 
bnsiness , for, being urged to give some account of his dis- 
posing of so much money taken in pious uses, he named 
given i6l 500 to the University of Oxford, which indeed 
was but lent him upon good bonds and security. But 
understanding his intent was to be their benefactor, by his 
new profession, they demanded to have [the bonds] in 
their hands. 

^ Mr#Mead, m a letter of December 6, 1622, hath this passage — Dr Collins 
hath escaped the bishopric ” 
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I heard twice or thrice by some courtiers, that Sir 
Francis Nethersole, the Piincess Palatine’s secretaiy, came 
to couit about some business for her, but had not, in 
three weeks’ attendance, so much as got audience. 


John Ghanibe'ilain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, December 21, 1622 

The king came to Theobalds on Monday last, and gave 
order that none of the lords of the council should trouble 
themselves to come thither, but attend him here this day. 
On Monday, divers lords and persons of quality have made 
means to be dispensed withal for going into the country 
this Christmas, according to the proclamation ; but it will 
not be granted, for that they pack away on all sides, for 
fear of the wmrst. Yet the Lord Burghley hath found 
favour, m regard of his father’s age and weakness ; though 
some make another construction, that his daughter, Diana, 
might not be missing at the masqne, and, thereupon, stick 
not to say, that “ Great is the Diana of the Cecilians.” 

Now, to prevent that the couit be not too thin and bare, 
by the absence of so much nobility and gentry, there is 
order given, that (besides the lords of the council, and 
others that attend about the king’s and prince’s persons) 
all the gentlemen of the privy chamber, and pensioners, 
shall wait and give attendance all the holidays. 

Great complaining here is for nay of payments, and, 
indeed, there is a general dearth and scarcity of money ; 
and yet, as hard as the world goes, I hear that the Lord 
of Carlisle hath a pension of .^2000 for one-and-twenty 
years, m recompense of service. Some speech here is of 
some removes of great offices towards ; but seeing it is but 
in discourse, and that reports vary every day, it is not 
worth the setting down. 

The commissioners are all come home out of Ireland. 
In their passage they were cast upon the Isle of Man ; 
where their tarrying ten days, and the arrival of some 
others that set out after them, gave occasion of speech for 
a good while that they were cast avay. Sir Dudley 
Digges got the stait of them, and was here two or three 
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montlis before, following the court hard, both at Royston 
and Newmarket, and was in hope somewhat would fall to 
his lot ; but, for aught we see yet, the poor gentleman 
seems in the sand. 

The Lord Lisle’s and Sir John Hobart’s ladies were 
brought a-bed this week, in a manner both together ; and 
both have sons. But the Lady Naunton’s time is not yet 
come. 

There be some councillors appointed commissioners foi 
reformation of the household ; and a sub-commission of 
some meaner courtiers and oflSceis.* 

The Spanish ambassador complains for want of justice 
in the Admiralty court ; whereupon there is commission 
granted to some lords of the council to examine the depre- 
dations of our East Indian Company in the Indies, and 
especially about the business of Ormuz, The Fiench am- 
bassador likewise requires the same course for all contro- 
versies with their nation. 

We hear that Count Gondomar is to return shortly, 
because it seems no man knows so well the length of our 
foot. 

Mr. Cottmgton is continually about the king, and in 
great request, as having been so long conversant and well 
seen in Spanish affairs, and knows the bias of that court to 
a hair. 

Young Mr Hopton‘ is m the way to marry Sir Justinian 
Leven’s widow, Sir Arthur Capell’s daughter,® a gentle- 
woman well esteemed, but somewhat attempata, as being 
above thirty yeais old, and never had but one child, her 
daughter , which is such a hazard for a man of his parts 
and fortunes, that (besides all other respects) he being 
the only male heir of his house, it is not so convenient a 
match in my judgment, and I should not have made such 
a choice. 

-Little Owen,® the maker of epigrams, died not long since 

1 Known, m the following reign, as Sir Ralph Hopton, and created Baron Hopton, 
of Stratton He was subsequently general of the ordnance, and died at Bruges, in 
1652 

^ Elizabeth 

3 John Owen, LL B , educated at Winchester School, and New College, Oxford, 
of which he was a fellow, and master of the school at Warwick. He became 
celebrated for writing Latin epigrams 
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of a cold, and was buned in Paul’s; whereupon divers 
poets, his countrymen, have made epitaphs in his com- 
mendation, and, among the rest, the lord keeper, whose 
verses I send you here enclosed ; and, to bear them com- 
pany, an answer of Sir Edward Herbert’s' to some verses 
that weie made in praise of the Pucelle of Orleans. 

Upon inquiry, I am fully of your opinion touching Sir 
Edward Cecil’s speech, that he was not guilty of it ; but 
that one Turner, about him, was the true father. 

I know not what to make of the diffida, or challenge, 
you sent me in your last ; but, at first sight, I should 
think that Nicola Nam were scant in his wits, to imagine 
that men of their quality would come four or five hundred 
miles to answei his challenge, upon pain of his znfamia. 
Or, if they did, I should take off the fool’s cap from him, 
and set it on their heads 


To the Rev Joseph Mead 

London, January 3, 1622-3 

I heard this evening from divers, and some from court, 
that Endymion Porter returned hither last night, at five 
o’clock, from Spain, with confirmation of the contract 
done inverhis depresenti , and that Count Gondemar goes 
into Germany to receive the Palatinate (but knows not 
whether both of them be meant), and to redeliver it to our 
sovereign, who is to reside here. And that hereupon it is 
here to-day ordered that ten ships should be made ready to 
fetch the lady hither in the spring 

On Monday last, our East Indians and the Dutch were 
fully accorded, under their hands and seals ; and yet, as is 
said, the writings rent asunder by us, and so all is off 
again The Portuguese complain here of ^1, 700,000 
damage done them by us in the East Indies. There is a 
commission to examine the business, and two masters, late 
come, are in hold. 

Yesterday, was the city’s new church,® in the Duke’s 
Place, consecrated The lord archbishop, and Bishop of 

^ Better known as Lord Herbert, of Cherbury 
VOL II 


* St James’s 
A A 
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London, with the lord mayor, alderman, &c., being present, 
and Dr. Whiting' preaching. 

All this week the matter of the match seems not to be 
so clear, but that there is some demur yet in it ; for the 
rectifying whereof, as is supposed, Mr., or Sir Simon 
Digby, hath this week, two or three days ago, gone for 
Spain. 

It IS here said, the two last proclamations have caused 
the remove from about this city, and Westminster, of 7000 
families, and with them 1400 coaches, yet are things here 
nothing cheaper, but the dearer; provisions not coming 
up as was wont. All tradesmen complain much, as do the 
poor, of their departure. Some^ already do return, if not 
too soon 

Here is bruited, as if some hundreds of poor people were 
assembled, in Essex, in a wood together, whither they 
fetch men’s cattle, and kill them for victual, and labour in 
cutting down of a wood to barricade themselves in. 

It is said, one Mr. Coppinger (a familiar of the Earl of 
Somerset), who sent away his lawful wife, of good name, 
and married one of no good report, falling out with the 
earl, hath let fall some speeches about Prince Heniy’s 
death, and is for the same imprisoned ® 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, January 14, 1622-3 

This town has afforded no news, almost since the last 
we had One wntes from London that Endymion Porter 
brought the match in his mouth, but that it was not liked. 
Another talks (from what information I know not), that 
the match should be concluded • the dowry, ^800,000 ; 

18200.000 whereof to be paid to the emperor for restitu- 
tion of the Palatinate (if he can be drawn to it), and other 

58200.000 to the Duke of Bavaria for his charges. 

^Probably John Whiting, D D , of Cambridge, who was admitted of St IVlai- 
tm’s Vmtrey, in London, May *7, 1613 , and collated to the church of East Ham, m 
JEssex, September 28 following , and was prebendary of St Paul s in January, 161 5 
3 Some of those who are departed, viz , Papists — Note of Mr Mead 
3 These references to the death of Prince Henry, and the hurried and arbitrary 
manner in which they were silenced, confirm the suspicions that the prince s 
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No news here of the king’s sickness ; but that the enmity 
between the lord treasurer and the lord keeper still grows 
stronger. That my lord treasurer hath sent Mr Biett 
into France, to put the marquis out of jealousy. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, January 18* 1622 3 

We have not anything from the Low Countries, but that 
General Vere was discharging his men, and putting them 
into General Cecil’s regiment, by order from hence; yet 
Captain Knollys and Captain Thorner, being put to sea 
with their companies, before the order was come, are 
since arrived at Gravesend, yet not permitted to land, 
but to return to serve the States when the wind shall 
serve. 

Coppinger is still in custody ; but some think his accu- 
sation may rather prove matter of malice, than anything 
to be substantially manifested. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin StuteviUe 

Christ College, January 18, 1622-3 

There is much talk of libels and dangerous books : and 
that one, this Christmas time, nailed up a libel upon the 
pulpit in the king’s chapel, m sight of all ; which boldness 
made them think he was sent by authonty, and he went 
his way, and escaped Another conveyed into the mar- 
quis’s bedchamber a villanous book. There is also said to 
be discovered, in the Spanish ambassador’s house, a book, 
intended to be dispersed, called, “ The King and the 
Prelate,” as an opposite to God and the king, for it 
maintains, dialogue-wise, the deposing of kings by the 
prelacy. 

There is also a great paper of verses, in way of answer 
to these libels and State meddlers, vulgarly said to be 
the king’s: but a gentleman told me that he wiU not 
own it. 


A A 2 
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John Ghamherlain^ Esq,^ to Si'i Dudley Carleton 

London, January 25, 1622 3 

It IS somewhat long since I wrote, and longer since I 
heard from you till yesterday, that I received yours of the 
11th of this present. The cause of my silence was the 
often deferring of the masque, and the king’s removing, 
caused by his indisposition For there was nothing to 
write of but dancing and feasting, which was more fre- 
quent this Christmas, than ever I knew or remember, and 
continues ever since even till now But the departure of 
the French ambassador’s lady, with her niece. Mademoi- 
selle St. Luc, w'ho bore a principal part in all those meet- 
ings, was the cause that the masque ^ could not well be 
put oflf longer than Sunday last The French and Venetian 
ambassadors were piesent, and they say it was performed 
reasonably well, both for the device, and the handsome 
conveyance and variety of the scenes, wheieof Inigo Jones 
hath the whole commendation. Ben Jonson, they say, is 
like to hear of it on both sides of the head, for personating 
George Withers, a poet, or poetaster he terms him, as 
hunting after some, by being a chronomastix, or whipper 
of the time, which is become so tender an argument, that 
it must not be admitted either in jest or earnest; for old 
Dr White, our prebend of Paul’s, is commanded to keep 
his house, for that preaching tbeie on Twelfth-day night, 
he prayed God to preserve the king and prince from any 
that should go about to withdiaw them from their first 
love and zeal to religion which is interpreted as a kind of 
libel, as if there were some danger of such a matter. 

And now touching [libels], the repoit goes there be many 
abroad; and it should seem the king’s verses, I heiewitli 
send you, were made in answer to one of them. But for 
the point of religion, the prince gave good testimony of 
late, by putting away divers of his musicians, for assisting, 
and helping to sing mass, at the Spanish ambassador’s, on 
Christmas-day ; though some say, how truly I know not, 
that they were received again, at the ambassador’s request 

But this long digiession must not make us lose our 

^ By Ben Jonson, called, “ Time vindicated to himself, and his honours 
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feasting, which began at Sir Humphrey Hawford’s, one of 
our shenffs, whither came sixteen coaches of courtiers, 
most ladies, and had great entertainment ; and during the 
supper, the prince, with the loid marquis, the duchess,^ 
and lady marchioness,^ came unlooked for ; and ever since 
they have, as it were, gone in around from one good place 
to another, somewhat like fiddlers, (as your nephew Carle- 
ton told Sir Henry Rich) all in one company. 

Ever since the king’s coming to town, the captain of the 
guard ^ hath been in speech, to be made Viscount Ken- 
sington 

On Thursday was sevennight, the lord marquis fell so 
sick at the Lord of Carlisle’s, at supper, that he and his 
lady were fain to lie there all night. On Fnday, the 
duchess, lady marchioness. Lady Denbigh, French ambas- 
sadress, with her niece, St. Luc, the Lady Burghley, and 
her daughter Diana, supped with the king in his chamber, 
where the Marquis Hamilton was server, the Lord of Car- 
lisle, carver, and the Lord of Montgomery, cup-bearer 
The Lord Marquis Buckingham sat by himself; and the 
pnnce supped pnvately in his chamber; but the next 
night he had there all, with the rest of that society ; and 
on Wednesday, they were all feasted by the French am- 
bassador. 

Sheriff Hawford hath been very magmfical, and feasted 
all the king’s servants, and within two days after, all the 
gentlemen of Lincoln’s Inn, who, at the breaking up of 
their revels, made such a peal of ordnance, or chambers, at 
midnight, as gave a great alaim at court, and put them in 
fear as if there had been some uproar in the city. 

The king was to remove on Monday to Theobalds, there 
to tarry twelve days, and thence to Newmaikettill towards 
Easter The speech that the smallpox be very nfe there 
will not hinder his journey. The Lady Cave, daughter of 
Sir Herbert Crofts, died in childbed of them about a fort- 
night since, and was buried by night in Paul’s, accom- 
panied by sixty-five coaches, and great store of other 
company. The corpse was drawn m a coach, covered with 
black velvet, as likewise the horses, with black feathers 

» Of Lennox = Of Backingham ’ Sir Henry Rich 
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Here is mucli talk of Coppmger, that served the Lord of 
Somerset, and now accnseshimascontriver of Prince Henry’s 
death. He was committed to the custody of a messenger, and 
so continues, no great hold being taken of what he says, be- 
cause he IS thought to be cracked in his wit, as well as in 
his estate, which is utterly ruined and desperate. 

The seals were taken from Sir Robert Naunton the 1 6 th 
of this present ; but upon what conditions he parted with 
them, IS uncertainly reported : some say money — some 
say land . but most, upon promise of a better place. 

On Sunday, Sir Edward Conway was sworn secretary. 
The king recommended him to the Lords, for his birth, 
for his soldiery, for his languages, for his sufficiency, and 
for his honesty: others add, for his courtship and couitesy, 
in seeking to fasten the title of excellency on the lord 
marquis, which I hear not how it holds. Sir John Ogle 
IS in speech to be made a councillor ; and then Sir William 
Herbert says, we are like to have a strong council, when 
it shall be so well fortified with men of war. 

The late reconcilements are not so well grounded but 
that seeds of dissension do daily cast themselves about. 

I hear the States went yesterday to take their leave at 
court, and have made a kind of end. It should seem the 
Spanish match goes not so mainly as was given out at Mr. 
Porter’s coming home ; for Simon Digby was despatched 
thither since Christmas, and, it is said, Mr. Cottington 
shall follow shortly ; which continual messages hence 
argue that all is not as we would have it. But this en- 
closed letter, from one about the Lord Digby, (if you have 
not seen it already) will show what cause we had to be 
confident, and to think all sure. 

Presently after the holidays, our gentlemen, that are, as 
it were, banished from hence by the proclamation, came 
up again thick and threefold, and do grumble that they 
should be confined to their houses ; for after most of them 
were gone, even upon Christmas-eve, came forth another 
proclamation, for their wives, and families, and widows, to 
be gone likewise ; and that henceforward, gentlemen should 
remain here during terms only, or other business, without 
bringing their wives and families ; which is durus sermo to 
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the women, and will hardly be digested. And it falls out 
by experience that the commandment did little good, but 
lather hurt; for being driven to make their provision in 
haste, the markets rose so in all places that they came to, 
that the poor, instead of relief, found their burden heavier. 

I hear, since dinner, that the Lord General Vere is ar- 
rived at Gravesend I doubt our king here will give him 
small countenance at first coming ; but, either my intelli- 
gence fails, or that will not continue long 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, Jannary 25, 1622-'^ 

For news, I daily hear and could tell you strange things, 
besides what is enclosed, if I could warrant the truth when 
I had done. I will only mention two or three nearer home ; 
VIZ , that a gentleman told me the last week that my Lady 
Hernck, whose husband is keeper of the king’s jewels, told 
him his majesty had newly received three letters, and all 
in one hour; whereof, one from the Signiory of Venice, 
another from Denmark, advising him with much vehemency 
to provide himself, and to stand upon his guard this 
summer ; for, without doubt, the huge Spanish prepara- 
tions would fall principally upon him, if he were found un- 
provided Is not this a strange thing, either to be, or to 
be written to be ^ But his majesty swore an oath, that 
these men wrote all out of malice. I can neither be- 
lieve, nor not believe, but mentioned it this week (which 
I did not last), because the enclosed hath, that Denmark 
hath written to other States to that purpose. We have, 
these three years or more, been troubled thus with rumours 
of the Spaniard ; and yet nothing answered report. 

The lieutenant of laddie Temple played a game this 
Christmas time, whereat his majesty was highly displeased. 
He made choice of some thirty of the civilest and best 
fashioned gentlemen of the House to sup with him ; and, 
being at supper, took a cup of wine in one hand, and held 
his sword drawn in the other, and so began a health to the 
distressed Lady Elizabeth; and, having drunk, kissed his 
sword, and, laying his hand upon it, took an oath to live 
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II d die in her service ; then delivered the cup and sword 
0 the next ; and so the health and ceiemony went round. 

The gentlemen of Gray’s Inn, to make an end of Christ- 
nas on Twelfth night, in the dead time of the night, shot 
>fif all the chambers ^ they had borrowed fiom the Tower, 
)eing as many as filled four carts. The king, awakened 
vith this noise, started out of his bed, and cried, “ Treason * 
[reason and that the city was in an uproar ; in such 
lort, as it is said, that the whole court was raised, and 
dmost in arms ; the Earl of Arundel running to the bed- 
ihamber with his sword drawn, as to rescue the king’s 
lerson. 

These are such things as I heard from Londoners, so I 
eave them. 


To the Rev, Joseph Mead. 

London, January 31, 1622 3 

The Dutch and we are now fully agreed, though with 
much ado ; and which I think would hardly ever have been, 
but for his majesty’s interposition. Our men are to have 
but £80,000, and some two or three £1000 over , whereas, 
they stood upon £1,100,000, damages sustained. On 
Saturday, they took leave of his majesty, being sent for to 
court, with thirteen coaches, whereof the king’s and prince’s 
were two Yesteiday they were feasted by our East India 
merchants, in Merchant Tailors’ Hall. 

On Saturday arrived here the Lord General Vere,® who 
was next day twice with his majesty, brought in by the 
Lord Marquis Buckingham, graciously received, kissed his 
majesty’s hands, who is said to have acknowledged his good 
services, yet had two or three questions to be satisfied in, 
which the general doubted not but fully to do. 

On Monday forenoon, I first sought out Mr. French, the 
general’s preacher, afterwards Dr. Wells, his physician , 
after dinner, went and saluted the geneial himself, and 
learned from them all, that the day and night before the 
yielding up of Manheim Castle, they had sustained two 
fierce assaults. That the enemy had received 3000 fresh 

1 Small cannon ^ Sir Horatio, afterwards Baron Vere, of Tilbury 
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men. That themselves had not sufficient powder left to 
serve two assaults more , which, at their departure thence, 
they carried all away with them, and more also of the 
enemy’s, to make up the proportion which was agreed 
upon for them to have; wanted water had not men enough 
to defend it on the walls (the citadel being full treble as 
big as the Tower of London), each man standing single, 
and a pike’s length asunder, and no hope of any succours ; 
and that, had they not yielded when they did, they must 
have been, within three days after, taken by assault, and 
had all their throats cut. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, February 7, 1622-3 

Yesterday, the lord president’s son married Mrs Hill, in 
his majesty’s bedchamber'. His lordship, as is said, hath, 
thereupon, his table of sixteen dishes allowed in the 
court. This day sennight forenoon, were four tides and 
four ebbs, above the budge, and six below never before 
above two 

There is a pamphlet lately come over from Holland, it 
IS said, called the Belgio Pismire, exhorting all, great and 
small, after the example of those Low Countrymen, to 
labour, piovidence, and prevention Wherein the author 
IS reported, with due and exceeding commendation of his 
majesty, to represent the chief points of government in 
these countries, &c Yet a blue coat, and supposed to be 
from the same hand that Vox Populi came. 


John Ghamherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Caileton. 

London, February 11, 1622-3 

The king went last week to Theobalds for two or three 
days, and returning hither for no longer time, is stayed by 
reason of indisposition, and makes account to be gone next 
week, if his legs will give him leave. On Candlemas-day, 
there was great expectation of translating some principal 

^ See p 362 



362 


THE COURT AND TIMES OE 


officers ; but the event not succeeding, shows that they be 
better grounded than to be so easily removed 

On Thui-sday, in the afternoon, was a marriage at court, 
’twixt the Lord Mandeville’s eldest son and Susan Hill,^ a 
kinswoman of the lord marquis They were man led by 
the lord keeper, in the king’s bedchamber, who took great 
joy in it, and blessed the bride, with one of his shoes. 
The pnncipal motive of this match, besides fair words and 
promises, was the paying back of ^10,000, or security 
for It, of that sum the lord president® lent, when he was 
made lord treasurer ; and some say the lord marquis ties 
his own land for £5000 more ; and, withal, he is to have 
a table of ten dishes and houcJies in court, as they call it, 
which began the day of the marriage, till some better 
place fall to his lot Indeed, he had need of some amends, 
having forsaken a match of £25,000 certain, with the 
Lady Craven’s daughter, that was designed and reserved 
for him. So, as if his hopes should fall short, the Lord 
of St. Albans saying would be verified, that, as the king 
had made a strange example of him, so he had made a 
strange precedent of the Lord Mandeville 
That lord® busies himself altogethei about books. He 
hath set out two lately, Historia Ventoium, and De Vita 
et Morte, with promise of more I have seen neither of 
them, because I have not leisure ; but if the Life of Henry 
the Seventh, which they say he is about, might come out 
after his own manner, I should find time and means enough 
to read it 

The order is renewed for preparing ten ships of the 
king’s to fetch the Infanta, as the voice goes. Yet, with 
this caution, that the matter should be so husbanded, that 
if the king should change his mind, theie might be as little 
loss as were possible. 

The last week here were strange tides ; for, in a veiy 
calm time, it ebbed and flowed thrice m twelve 
hours. But the greatest wonder was, that it continued so 
two or three days, which I have not known or heard of 
before. It breeds much talk among the vulgar , and even 

1 Daughter of John Hill, Esq , of Homton, m Warwickshire 
* Mandeville ® Bacon 
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at court, it is said, that some that were never noted to be 
superstitious, aie somewhat appalled at it. 

Your States went hence this day sevennight. I hope 
they had a good passage ; yet we hear, since they went, 
that three Dunkirkers attended them at the Land’s End. 
If they had been so disposed, they might have concluded 
the business as well in two months, as in aU this time, 
with so much trouble and charge. The king gave them 
very good words at parting, and they were feasted by the 
East Indian Company, at Merchant Tailors’ Hall, two days 
before their going away, where were divers of the council, 
and most of the lords and gallants about this town. But 
it was so ill handled, that the feast was very confused and 
disorderly. 

I hear that Monsieur Aerssem’s son is made a gentle- 
man of the pnvy chamber, and stays behind, as the voice 
goes, to woo Mrs Smith, the Lady of Exeter’s daughter,^ 
on whom he is much enamoured. That lord ^ is now at 
the last cast. Some say he hath a gangrene m his foot, 
or some other disease that will not let him last long 
About the end of January, Mademoiselle St Luc went 
away with her aunt, with a great deal of grace and favour, 
and great i egret, as it seemed, on all sides , for many com- 
pliments and tears were shed at parting. The king gave 
her a chain of diamonds (but nothing to the ambassadors, 
for fear of bringing up an ill custom), and offered her, if she 
would stay and make choice of a husband here, either the 
Lord Percy, the Lord Mountjoy, or any other, to advance 
him and make him an earl, &c. But, they say, she is be- 
spoken at home, and goes over for that purpose. The 
prince gave her a fair jewel ; so did the duchess, with her 
picture. The lord marquis, with his lady, and the Lord of 
Carlisle and his lady, did likewise present her with rich 
jewels, besides others ; and divers prime courtiers brought 
her a dozen miles on her way. 

Sir Horace Vere came hither this day fortnight, kissed the 
king’s hand, and had otherwise honacGueil,\)0^ of the prince, 

1 Anne, by ber first husband, Sir Thomas Smith, master of the Requests and 
I^atin secretary to James He died November 28, 1609 
s The Earl of Exeter 
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lord marquis, and all the court There is a speech that he 
shall be sworn of the council , but I presume he doth not 
pretend it, for it would be to his loss. 

Sir Isaac Wake hath got almost iBSOOO that was in 
arrearage, and hath leave to come home for a month or 
twain, to settle his affairs and marry his Mistress Bray. 

When I was closing up this letter, on Saturday, I had 
notice from Ensign Carleton, your kinsman, that he looked 
to be despatched within a day or two ; and, meeting him 
yesterday, he told me he was to be gone this morning, 
and withal, that your nephew Dudley was arrived, which 
comes well to pass, for his fathei is in town, unless he be 
gone this morning, as he once purposed 

On Thursday night, we had news from Middleburgh and 
Flushing of the strange conspiracy^ at the Hague, and 
on Saturday, our merchants had it fiom Delft, I cannot 
easily believe it is so foul as it was painted at first sight ; 
but I presume your nephew brings the full relation. 

The Earl of Exeter died on Saturday morning but I 
have not yet heard what order he hath left in his affairs. 
They say Sir Thomas Panton is likewise dead or dying. 

We hear of an ambassador coming from the emperor, 
and one from the archduke’s, which the post of Antwerp 
would persuade us should be the Marquis Spinola ; but I 
am hard of belief on that point But Monsieur Vitiy’s 
brother, or brother-in-law, is expected, before any of these, 
out of France. The coming of these ambassadors stays 
the king’s journey to Newmarket ; so that he is minded to 
go no further than Theobalds, 


Rev. Joseph Mead to 8%r Maidxn Stuteville. 

Christ College, February 14, 1622-3 

I send you enclosed, as they term them in London, the 
king’s verses , the first in answer, as it seems, to some 
libel , the latter, “ Good Counsel to Gentlemen to leave 
the City ” This latter, some say, the king hath disclaimed 

1 The sons of Barneveldt plotted to revenge the death of their father upon 
Maurice Prince of Oiange 

2 Febiuary 7 
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expressly ; but what he saith to the other, I know not. 
But, if it be not his, it is worse than a libel, and not to be 
read. But till that appears, I suppose, there is no danger. 


John Chamherlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton 

London, February 22, 1622-d 

Here was little to write the last week, more than the 
bestowing the Earl of Exeter’s collar and garter on the 
Marquis Hamilton, the next day after his decease; and 
that Sir Francis Cottington, newly mariied to Sir Robert 
Brett’s young widow, of good estate, daughter to one 
Meredith, sometimes paymaster of the forces in the Low 
Countries, was knighted and made a baionet. Young 
Monson, who stood once to be a favourite, was knighted 
likewise by the Lord of Buckingham’s means, and sent to 
travel. The same order is taken for Brett, of the bed- 
chamber , but, for aught I can hear, neither of them is 
gone yet Signor Biondi hath also gotten a knighthood 
on his back, having lately mariied May erne’s sister, a very 
lump or gieat piece of flesh 

Boschet, the ambassador from the archduchess, arrived 
here on Wednesday, and lodgeth with the Spanish am- 
bassador, refusing to be defrayed, as was intended ; and 
that he should have had his audience at Cambridge, where 
the king meant to have been this Shrovetide, to see certain 
plays, about which there hath been much ado ’twixt the 
masters and seniors of Trinity College on the one side, 
and the younger fellows on the other, who would have 
them by all means; so that, the matter being lefeired to 
the vice-chancellor, he, loth to displease either party, sent 
it to the lord keeper, who, acquainting the king with it, 
certain of both parties were sent for, about Christmas, to 
show their reasons, which, being not admitted on the 
seniors’ side, but willed to bring better or more pregnant, 
the ancientest of them said, that these times required 
rather prayers and fasting than plays and feasting ; which 
was ill taken, and order given for the plays to go on. 
But, as matters are fallen out, I think he has altered his 
intention, and will not be there. Foi on Monday the 
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prince with the Lord of Buckingham, going from Theobalds, 
and giving out they were going to New Hall, turned down 
toward the Thames, and coming to Tilbury, ferried over 
to Gravesend, so to Rochester, Canterbury, and Dover, 
where, taking ship, on Wednesday morning, it is thought 
they had a fair passage to Dieppe, and so mean to post 
into Spain.^ Endymion Porter, James Levington, of the 
prince’s bedchamber, one Kirke, a Scottishman, and Grimes, 
gentleman of the horse to the Lord of Buckingham, were 
at Dover before them, to prepare the passage Only Sir 
Francis Getting ton, as master, accompanied the prince 
and marquis. But their fair riding-coats gave suspicion 
they were no such manner of men Whereupon, one was 
sent to Rochester to have them stayed, but being passed, 
another was despatched, who overtook them not far from 
Sittingbourne, by reason one of their horses failed , so 
that they were stayed at Canterbury ; for that Sii Lewis 
Lewkener, attending the ambassador, and taking them for 
suspicious persons, had sent notice to the mayor. How 
they untwined themselves there, I know not , but at Dover 
they were stayed again till they had given some secret 
satisfaction The news came not abroad, nor the council 
knew it not till Wednesday, and then was it in every man’s 
mouth ; but few believed it at first, because they could not 
apprehend the reason for so strange a resolution, as being 
a mystery of state beyond common capacities. 

I hear the king sent to the council two days since, that 
the cause why he imparted it not to them was for that 
secrecy was the life of business ; that it was the prince’s 
own desire ; that the marquis had no hand in it, only by 
his commandment; that, by this means, he should soon 
try whether they meant fair dealing ; that he would have 
them consult what equipage or attendance should follow, 
and to provide to stay the amazement of the people; 
which, it IS thought, shall be done shortly by some pro- 
clamation, showing the motive, or imposing silence. In- 

1 This stolen journey of the prince and Buckingham into Spam, intended to be 
SO secret, was known alraost immediately they had departed Sir Henry Wotton 
says that they disgnised themselves, and took the names of Thomas and John 
Smith, nevertheless, they met with many singnlar adventures before they w- 
barked Wottonianm 
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deed, the world talks somewhat fieely, as if it were done 
that they may be mariied at a mass, which could not be 
so handsomely done here, or to prevent the difficulties of 
the Pope’s dispensation, seeing it is ordinary with them 
that quod fieri non debet factum valet. Others assign 
other causes ; but all concur that it is a very costly and 
hazardous experiment, and without example, except perhaps 
that of James the Fifth into France and his majesty into 
Denmark ; wherein, notwithstanding, the cases were much 
different. But all we can say is to pray that God will 
turn all for the best ; for certainly there be dangers enough 
every way ; and I can hardly perceive how they can pass 
through France undiscovered, though the ports be shut up 
here for a time And I have heard the French ambassador 
sent away a post on Monday, by Plymouth ; which, if he 
find passage, will prevent them for many a mile. But, no 
doubt, he sent other ways likewise, having got notice of it 
by some means or other. 

The Earl of Carlisle is to go this day toward France, to 
comply with that king, and to excuse the necessity of 
keeping the j'ourney secret ; and according to his answer, 
some say, he is to follow to Madrid, whither they had 
made over and carried letters of exchange for 5625,000. 

To-morrow, the lords of the council come to Paul’s 
Cross, and dine with the lord mayor, and there sit m 
council. It may be the preacher hath order to say some- 
what of this business. I make no question but you will 
have a better relation of these matters, from many hands, 
than I can send you , but I set down only what I hear, 
without addition, leaving all manner of disputes touching 
the consequences, which aie endless I doubt not but it 
will be strange news, as well with you as everywhere else, 
and will breed much descant. But jacia est alea, and there 
is no more left but to make the best of it. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sit Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, February 22, 1622-^# 

I know you have heard of a commission and cen- 
sure of bribery in officers My Lord of Win- 
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Chester, 1 St. David’s,® my Lord Arundel, Bucking- 
ham, are chief. Who the rest 

We expect to knovr the ground of the prince’s 

going over sea; vrhereof hath been at London 

on Tuesday or Wednesday, though with ® others 

nothing near to be believed, as being never probable I 
will tell you a pretty Cambridge accident, as I am in- 
formed. On Ash Wednesday theie is a comedy at Trinity 
College whereupon, the Spanish ambassador and the 
ambassador of Brussels being at court, his majesty sent 
word that they meant to come both to see the comedy. 
The name of the comedy is “ Ignatius Loyola,” and, as I 
guess, the argument accoiding Hereupon, the seniors of 
Trinity have been much puzzled, and have moved the 
doctors to write to his majesty how the case stands ; and 
that either the ambassadors must not come, or the comedy 
must not be acted. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead 

London, February 28, 1622 ^ 

Our prince’s highness landed at Boulogne on Wednes- 
day was sennight, even the same day he embarked at 
Dover; and on Friday evening came well to Pans, though 
the lord marquis, being ill at ease, came not thither till 
Saturday, which lost them a day. Then, having seen the 
king and queen dine (as some say) on Sunday, rode thence 
on his journey undiscovered. We are commanded, as 
from his majesty, neither in our sermons nor prayers to 
prejudicate his journey, but yet to pray to God to preserve 
him in his j'ourney, and grant him a safe return unto you. 
Yet not in more, nor in any other words 

Yesterday sennight, Mr Richaid Lumley posted after 
him. On Saturday, at seven in the morning, the Earl of 
Carlisle, the Lord Mountjoy, and others, went hence for 
France, to excuse the prince’s passing through without 
leave, or kissing the king’s hand there. 

His highness left, or sent afterwards to his chamberlain, 

^ Dr Andrews ^ Dr Laud 

^ Thes^ doited blanks were left so by the caution of the writer 
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the Lord Carey, a list of eighteen persons that should follow in 
the fleet. But two of them, viz., the Lord Viscount Andover, 
master of his horse, and Sir Robeit Cair, of his bedcham- 
ber, are said to go hence to-day overland. The fleet will 
haidly be ready yet these six or eight weeks It seems 
the loids think fit to send more Theie are in nomination 
two* the Earls of Aiundel and Rutland, one of which is 
to go admiral 

The pioclaraation is now published inhibiting all 
speeches of giievances ; but that, upon any open, just cause, 
persons may fieely repaii to the lords commissioners at 
Whitehall, where two or more of them shall sit, at least 
once a week, to receive complaints, and lelieve the wiong, 
but severely punish causeless clamours 

Yesteiday came good news from Viiginia, that the 
colony well subsists again ; hath diiven Opochanknogh far 
off, slain many of his men, in revenge of his last yeai’s 
tieacherous murdering of thiee hundred and foity of ours, 
and have got much corn from them 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutexnlle 

Christ College, March 1, 1G22 i 

When I wrote my last, I was not then fully peisiiaded 
of the prince’s going to Spam, though the leport were 
frequent, from London. But, within an hour after, I 
believed it ; but it was too late to open my letter again, 
being sealed and sent. The news enclosed would fain hope 
that he is gone some whither else than to Spam ; but they 
have, that hope so, no ground but desire The pei suasion 
of most is otherwise. 

It was something strange, that, when the prince desired 
to go so concealedly, it should be publicly revealed and 
talked, even by the couit, before, almost, he was out of the 
land. Sure I am that at London it came to town on Tues- 
day night, and was general all Wednesday, the morning of 
which day he took ship. It may be, they will say, that by 
occasion of Sir Richard Mainwaiing (lieutenant of Dovei) 
stopping them until they showed the king’s warmnt 
(chough the prince had intimated before who he was), 
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llie report of their going was spread. But how could it 
come from Dover to London so soon^ or how could they 
discover they were for Spam ? 

I shall not need tell you how we entertained the ambas- 
sadors of Spam and Brussels; how the vice-chancellor, 
doctors, regents, and non-regents, met them at Trinity 
Gate ; how most of the college was taken up for them ; 
how they had a speech at every college they came to see ; 
how oui orators fathered the old legend of Cantaber; how 
happy we were not only to see them here, but should be 
to have the Spanish blood come hither , how, when they 
walked privately to King’s Chapel in the middle of piayers- 
time, they presently broke off prayeis in the middle to 
enteitain them. Every body thinks not this handsome. 
How our doctors pledged healths to the infanta and the 
archduchess; and, if any left too big a snuff,’ Colombo 
would Cl y, ‘‘Supernaculum' supernaculum ' ’ How Colombo, 
the Spanish ambassador, Feidinand, the Brussels’, and a 
lord, agent for the archduchess in ordinary, the King of 
Spain’s private secietary, and Sir Lewis Leuknor, these 
five took the degree of Master of Arts in our Regent 
House. How they made sure for one Ogden, a piiest in 
their company, and once of St. John’s College, and born in 
this town, for a like favour, and weie denied, as a thing 
not ill our power, unless he would take the oath, which he 
would not ; and how the said Ogden outfaced us all in our 
own dunghill, and threatened us all openly that the king 
should know of it, and such like. Fame will tell you of 
these things , I will not trouble you. 


Viscount Andover to Sir Edward Conway. 

March 3. 1622 3 

I must needs acknowledge myself much bound unto you 
for your kind remembrance of me, in procuring ray speedy 
despatch to follow after the pnnce. I beseech you, like- 
wise, to give me leave, by you, to present my humble 
service to his majesty, with all dutiful thanks, that it 
pleased him to honour me with his commandments where 

^ Now commonly called ** heeltaps ” 
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I go ; of which, as of all things he shall please to give me 
m charge, I shall ever have a most dutiful care. 

I find by the man that carried my Lord of Carlisle to 
Boulogne, that my lord landed m the forenoon on Monday 
was a sennight, and that the French post went away the 
same afternoon at one of the clock, so that I guess the 
piince will have no time to spare in his passing of France, 
if, at least, the French king have any purpose to stay him; 
for, since the prince went but the Sunday before from 
Pans, I doubt the posts, that go day and night, will go 
near to overtake him, especially if they should make the 
least stay in the world. But, sir, in writing you this, I 
would avoid doing an ill office to anybody, for, since the 
post passed in my Lord Caihsle’s company, I know not 
what construction it may be subject to. Therefore, I 
leave to your wisdom to manage, but this is certainly 
true; foi the man that carried my Lord Cailisle is, by 
God’s grace, to pass me over this night, and I examined 
him paiticuhuly of every circumstance. The Spanish and 
Venetian post passed at the same time. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, March 8, lfo22-'^ 

We have little certainty of the prince’s journey since 
his going hence, but only that they landed at Boulogne 
the Wednesday, and rode three posts that same night. On 
Friday they came to Paris, very weary ; and, resting there 
all Saturday, went away eaily on Sunday morning Some 
give out, that during then abode theie they saw the king 
at supper, and the queen practising a ball with divers 
other ladies, which, though it be somewhat confidently 
affirmed, yet I think it not probable, by reason it was 
their first Saturday m Lent.^ We have had since many 
rumours that they were stayed ; but now they talk of a 
post should come yesternight with news that they are past 

^ “ We saw the young queen, httle Monsieur and Madame, at the practisingof a 
masque, that is intended by the queen to be presented to the king and Madame, 
with as many as made up nineteen fair dancing ladies, amongst which the queen 
IS the handsomest, which hath wrought m me a great desire to see Ipn sistei 
Letter of Pnnce Chmles to King Jam^H 
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Bayonne, and that my Lord Dig by and Gondemar, with I 
know not how many litters and coaches, were ready at the 
frontiers to receive them, which sounds as unlikely as most 
of the rest. Sir Edward Herbert, our ambassador, knew 
nothing of their being at Pans till the Lord of Carlisle’s 
coming All in a manner agree that either the Fiench 
king had notice of it before their ariival, or time enough 
to detain them, if he had been so disposed. Diveis of 
their servants and followeis are gone after them by laud, 
and moie preparing to go by sea. The piince left a list 
behind whom he would have sent after, which the king 
hath augmented to the number of twenty, besides footmen 
and pages, adding likewise Dr. Ciaig, a physician, and two 
chaplains, Drs. Man' and Wren,^ that were forgotten. 
Thomas Carey, the Lord Leppington’s youngei son, was 
the first that went after them by land , and about this day 
sevennight, the Viscount Andover and Sir Robert Ken 
followed, as likewise yesterday. Viscount Rochford, and 
otheis daily 

The Sunday after their departure, all the council about 
this town came to Paul’s Cross, where it was expected 
somewhat would have been said, but the preacher had his 
lesson, in hoc vei ho, only to pray for the prince’s pro- 
sperous journey and safe return , and the next day, the 
bishop,® convening all his clergy, gave them the same 
charge. But some had anticipated the commandment, 
and proceeded fuither, whereof one desired God to be 
merciful unto him, now that he was going into the house of 
Rimmon. The council dined the first Sunday with the 
lord mayor , anci, being there again on Sunday last, were 
feasted by the loid bishop. 

The Spanish ambassador, together with him that came 
from the archduchess, came from Cambridge on Sunday. 
They were one day with the king at Newmarket, who 
could not give them audience at Cambridge, as was ap- 
pointed, by reason he was troubled with the gout, so that 
he hath referred them to treat with certain of the council. 

^ Leonard Man afterwards BisLop of Bath and Wells 

^ Matthew Wren, aftei wards Bishop ot Norwich and Ely 

3 Dr MonnUme, Bishop of London 
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The Earl of Suffolk, as chancellor of Cambridge, attended 
him there all the while, and in their way homeward enter- 
tained them at Audley End. They lodged at Trinity Col- 
lege, where they were invited to a play ; but being made 
acquainted beforehand, for fear of offence, that the argu- 
ment of it consisted chiefly of a Jesuit and a Puiitan, 
they would not adventuie, but wished they had not had 
notice ; for they seemed to like all their entertainment so 
well, that they desired to have all the orations, and other 
exercises and disputations, that they might be punted 

On Thuisday, in the afternoon, the Eail of Exetei’s 
funeial was kept at Westminster The body was brought 
from the Painted Chamber, by the Court of Requests, 
down through Westminster Hall and the Palace, into King 
Street, and so by the west door into the minstei. The 
Aichbishop of Canterbury meant to have preached, but 
being laid of the gout. Dr Joseph Hall supplied his place. 
By reason of his absence, the Lord of Carlisle’s, the Lord 
Andover’s, two of his own sons that are sick, and some 
others, the show was not so great as it should have been, 
yet they say there was a fair many; but in regard there 
was neither dinner, siippei, banquet, nor so much as a cup 
of drink, it was called a dry funeral. 

There is a rumour raised now again, that the Lord Roos 
should be living ; and his father, that was best acquainted 
with his humours and tricks, doth, or seems to believe it 

The Lord of St. Albans is in his old remitter, and come 
to lie at his old lodgings in Gray’s Inn , which is the ful- 
filling of a prophecy of one Locke, a familiar of his, of 
the same house, that knew him ztitiis et in cute, who 
seeing him go there in gieat pomp, with the great seal 
before him, said to divers of his friends, “ we shall live 
to have him here again.” 

There is a doubtful speech abroad, that Sir Edward 
Coke should be cracked, his brains being overburdened with 
a surcharge of his children’s debts, which arise to i626,000, 
besides j£l 0,000 of his own. But this is only whispereil 
as yet, and I hope may prove false. 
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To tlie Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 14, 1622-3 

The priuce and ray lord marquis came well through the 
gieater part of France, to and from Bordeaux, though not 
unknown, and were offered great honour, would they have 
yielded to have been publicly known, as also if they would 
return back that way. It is hoped likewise that they got 
well to Bayonne, the last town and port of French ground ; 
and also, ere this, to be well arrived at Madrid. 

The Earl of Carlisle and Lord Mountjoy, when they had 
excused to the French king the manner of the prince’s 
passage, rode presently thence towards Spain. The Loids 
Andover, Vaughan, and Kensington (Sir Henry Rich), 
went hence also twelve days ago that way overland for 
Spain The beginning of the next week there go like- 
wise hence about 200 persons more, of nobles, knights, 
gentlemen and others, towards Portsmouth, there to em- 
bark in two ships, one of the king’s, the other a merchant 
ship, for St. Sebastian’s; afterwards to nde overland to 
Madrid. It is said my lords the Bishops of St. Asaph and 
Exeter also go, either now or in May, with the fleet, and 
have £1000 apiece given them. 

Two days ago came Count Mansfeld’s secretary hither, 
and rode the second and last time, to present his master’s 
service to our sovereign. But, alas ' our hands are now 
bound by the absence of our most precious jewel. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, March 15, 1622-3 

Our Archbishop of Spalato being heard by a consis- 
tory held for that purpose, is confined to a monastery at 
Monte Cassino, a day’s journey from Rome. Dr. Pem- 
berton,' last commencement full merry in my chamber, 
died on Tuesday last, at three o’clock, of the black 
jaundice. 

1 Dr William Pemberton, D D , who was presented to the rectory of High 
Ongar, in Essex, m August, 16U He published several sermons — Newcourt’s 
Repertonum^ vol ii 
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The king heaid our comedy on Wednesday, but ex- 
piessed no lemarkable mirth thereat. He laughed once 
or twice towards the end. At dinner, before the comedy, 
their talk in the presence was, as I heard, most of the 
prince. One present tells me, that he heard the king say, 
he hoped he would bring the lady with him. Dr. Richard- 
son * brought before the king a paper of verses, in manner 
of an epigram, which Bishop Neil read, and others. A 
friend of mine, over the bishop’s shoulder, got two of them 
by heait. 

On Monday last, Dr. Man and Dr Wren had their de- 
spatch at Newmarket for Spain. They also asked the 
king’s advice what they should do, if they chanced to meet 
the host carried in the streets as the manner is ; who an- 
swered, that they should avoid to meet if they could : 
if not, they must do as they did there, and so give no 
scandal. But I suppose they expected another answer, 
for a better privilege, as being his son’s chaplains ; but it 
is a hard case. 


John Chambetlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, March 21, 3 622-^ 

Sir Edward Harwood sent me your lettei at his first 
coming, but I had not the hap to see him till yesterday. 
Gerrotson’s sentence, and all that belongs to that business, 
we had here in print four or five days befoie. 

For want of other matter, I send you here certain verses 
made upon Jack’s and Tom’s journey ; for the piince and 
marquis went through Kent under the names of Jack and 
Tom Smith. They were fathered first upon the king, but, 
I hear since, they were only corrected and amended by 
him. The other paper is but a toy, touching the great 
loss of the library at Heidelberg. 

After two or three disappointments, the 12th of this 
month, the king went to Cambndge, was there by ten 
o’clock, had dined before eleven, then went to the Hall, 

1 Probably John Richardson, B D*, master of Peter Honse, and altorwards of 
Irmity College, m Cambndge, who died about the begmnmg of the year 1625 
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which being darkened, the play* began presently, they 
having had order to abbreviate or contract it, from six or 
seven hours to four or five, which he sat out with good 
satisfaction, and went back to Newmarket that night It 
is said, he will be to-morrow at Royston, and on Wednes- 
day at Theobalds 

The Earl of Oxford is upon his forthcoming, if he will 
subscribe and acknowledge his offence The case is well 
altered ; for, within these two or three months, I know 
some friends of his, that were examined upon points that 
might touch him m cafvte, and it was generally thought he 
should come to his trial I hear that one Bembngge, his 
steward, brother to ray man Christopher, that died in the 
Palatinate, was his principal accuser. But now it is given 
out, he may chance be general of the fleet that goes to 
fetch the piince and the infanta. But there will be some- 
what ado to furnish out that small fleet of ten or twelve 
ships, as well in regard of their wants, as especially of 
manners, which absent and hide themselves out of the way, 
whether it be for the bad pay, or other ill usage, I know 
not ; so that there have been two proclamations of late, to 
call them home fiom foieign services, and to find them out 
that lie lurking at home. But, in my poor judgment, the 
cause should be first found and removed ; for, otherwise, 
proclamations and commissions that are here so frequent 
upon every occasion, will seive to no great purpose; I 
know the time when it was otherwise. 

The last news we heard of the prince came this day 
sevennight from Walsingham Greisley, that belongs to the 
Earl of Bristol, who met them the 2nd of this month, 
almost a day’s journey within France. They carried him 
back to Irun, the first town in Spain, upon the confines, 
and there stayed him a whole day to rest themselves, and 
make his despatch. It seems by that he brings and 
says, that the prince was not expected there , but that it 
will be as strange news to them as it was to us ; and, 
withal, that things are not so forward and ripe there as we 
take them But what this noble ingenuity and confidence 
to commit and cast himself into their hands may work, is 

^ Ignoramus 
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uncertain. In the mean time, here be two ships making 
ready with all possible speed ; the one at Portsmouth, the 
other at Plymouth, to carry away his provisions and ser- 
vants, whereof the Lord Leppington, or Carey, hath the 
chief charge to see them carry themselves civilly, reli- 
giously ; and that they go not to mass I hear not of any 
great number nor bravery, more than eight footmen and 
SIX pages, that are said to be well appointed. 

The young Lord Compton hath charge of the jewels that 
are to be sent and presented ; which aie the choice of all 
in the Tower, and estimated at ^200, 000 ; but, by the 
more moderate, at j680,000 There is a continual posting 
likewise through France, which, together with the expense 
that the others must make from the sea-side to Madrid, 
will so exhaust our coin, that it is so scant already, that 
it is feared we shall be driven to use black moneys, as 
they call it, and is now in a manner altogethei current in 
Spain. And wise men stick not to say that this match, 
one way or other, will stand the king and kingdom in as 
much as she is like to bring, besides whatsoever else may like 
to happen. Many of our churchmen are haidly held in, 
and their tongues itch to be talking, insomuch that Dr. 
Everard, the preacher at St Martin’s-in-the-Fields, is 
committed, for saying somewhat more than he should. 
And on Sunday last, in the parish church next to us, one 
went so far, that the parson of the chuich caused the cleik 
to sing him down with a psalm, before he had half done. 

I had foigot that the Lord of Buckingham went extra- 
ordinary ambassador, and prime commissioner with the 
Lord of Biistol, the ambassador resident, and Sir Francis 
Cottington, m the treaty of the uiariiage; and that we 
hear of a patent gone after him, whereby he is made Duke 
of Buckingham. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, M«irch 2!, 1022 A 

Mr. Greisley is come from Spain, who met the prince 
well (God be thanked ') and the loid marquis, with their 
two masters, at Inin, the first town in Spain, who took 
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him back with them to their first night’s stage, on Sunday 
was foitnight, our S’nd of the present, and wrote that night 
hither. They were by course to be at Madrid by 
Saturday or Sunday next following, at the farthest. All 
this week have the 200 been going from London to Dait- 
mouth to attend upon the prince. 


Extract of a letter from Spain. 

March 18-28, 1622-5 

You shall understand that the prince and marquis 
arrived here under the names of Brown and Smith, upon 
the 17th day of this present month. It was presently 
blazed abroad, and the second day after, the king brought 
out his sister, in great state, to be seen of the prince ; 
and, late at night, the king and he had a private meeting 
in the fields, hard by the town. He lay ten days at my 
Lord ofiBristol’s house, and yesterday he made a most stately 
and magnificent entry into the king’s palace, under a most 
nch bloth of State. The king himself, with all the guards 
and councils, came to accompany him, and it was decreed 
by the council of State, that the king should give him the 
hand at all meetings. 

He went in the same form and state that the kings of 
Spain do at their coronation. It is beyond imagination, 
to think what shouts and acclamations of joy ran amongst 
the people, crying, “ Vive el Prince^se d'Ingiltei ra /” 
He IS now in the palace, attended by Spaniards, and they 
aie noblemen : his table is served with flesh, though in 
Lent, There was a day of tiiumphs, and running at the 
ring appointed, which was not well performed by the 
Spanish courtiers in taking the same, but was often missed. 
But the prince, taking his horse and spear in hand, did 
run at the ring, and at first took it, and laid it down, and 
run no more at that time ; which caused great admiration. 
The king, at his first entry into the palace, congratulated 
his welcome with the ^ft of all offices falling in the time 
of his residence in Spain. 

In the king’s house, about 800 prisoneis, some of them 
for very enormous ciimes committed, were freed; and 
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there is order given to release any English, Insh, or Scottish 
galley-slaves, throughout all Spain. There is another 
Older come out, that no man shall scandalize or abuse any 
man about matters of lehgion. Likewise, the reformation 
of ruffs, gold and silvei lace, is recalled, and both men and 
women may wear what they list, whilst the prince is here. 

We expect every day fiom France the Lords Hay and 
Mountjoy, with a multitude of the prince’s servants ; and 
some days hence we hope to have here a splendid complete 
English court. 

The dispensation is not yet sent from Rome. Howso- 
ever, we hope all matters will be here absolutely concluded 
by Michaelmas, and the prince and his equipage to sail 
home with his new wife. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 28, 1623- 

The prince’s highness, the 7th of this present, leaving 
of purpose Sir Thomas Cottington and Mr Porter half a 
day’s journey behind, came with the lord marquis and 
their guide, to the Earl of Bristol’s house, at Madrid, at 
eight in the night, desired to speak presently with his 
lordship, as having a letter to deliver to him from Mr. 
Cottington, who was behind, and had a mischance by 
the way, they having pioraised to speak with his lordship 
before they went to their lodging. The servant said, his 
lordship was retired into his study, and there being busy 
about his papers, yet, upon their importunity, went unto 
him, who sent for them up, and they were bi ought tiiiough 
the countess’s chamber, into the earl’s study, where they 
first made themselves known. A little after, his lordship 
sent to tell Count Gondomar that the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham was come, and he ptesently advertised the king 
thereof, affirming further, that doubtless the prince was 
come with him. The next morning, before they were up, 
the king sent his favourite to welcome the marquis, who, 
with the prince, presently arose; but yet, before they 
could be ready to admit the favourite, the king himself 
was come. Great was the j’oy at meeting, and the king 
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said, thougli it were Lent, it should not be Lent to him ; 
but he should have all that he would, and the countiy 
could afford. Yea, and the bettei to express his affection, 
he desired the prince to tell him wherein he should chiefly 
pleasure him that first day , who answered, in letting him 
see his mistress, for whose sake he had undertaken so long, 
weansome, and dangerous a journey. The king promised, 
sent presently for her to meet him in coach on a plain. 
Abroad they go ; the prince with the king in his coach 
(which made the people wonder what stianger it should 
be) ; the marquis in the favounte’s coach. The Lady 
Mary came to the place appointed, and stood with her 
coach abreast the king’s. The king bade her unmask, 
because he would talk with her. She unmasks ; they talk. 
The piince sees her, and she him; but they spake not 
together. Then they parted, and the king brought the 
prince back , by which time the rumour was spread abroad 
that it was the prince. The people so flocked and thronged 
to see him, that the coaches could hardly pass, and so 
gazed that the prince was fain to stand up in the coach 
all the way, to show himself unto them The letters 
he dated the 9th of this present The prince, as is said, 
saw the lady three times, in manner as at fiist, but still 
without speaking to her The merchants' letters say, there 
is neither money nor trading, nor almost victuals to be 
had for money. The worst chamber to be gotten is at 
40i. the week ; a tuikey, at 10s or 20s ; a hen, at 5s. oi 6s. 


Bev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville 

Christ College, March 29, 1625 

I came yesterday fiom Loft’s,^ whither I went to con- 
giatulate my cousin’s new dignity, and call my young lady 
madam. I met there two gentlemen newly come from 
couit, who told me that on Tuesday his majesty had letters 
from Madiid of the prince’s safe arrival there ; and that he 
presently sent Gondoraar to the King of Spain, to tell 
him, that howsoever he meant not yet to discover himself 
publicly, yet thought fit to make himself known unto him, 

^ Lott’s Hall, Essex — the seat ot Sir John Mead 
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and therefore desired some opportune place, where, with- 
out farther discovery, they might have an interview , and 
that his sister, the Infanta, if he pleased, might be there 
also Hereupon, the king, taking his sister and favourite 
in coach with him, went out to take the air pnvately, when 
the pi nice, our ambassador, and Gondomar, in another 
coach, as was appointed, encountered ; where our prince 
would have leaped out of the coach to salute the King of 
Spain, but that Gondomar held him until the King of 
Spain came forth of his coach, and talked with him at the 
coach side, a quarter of an hour or more, the Infanta all 
that time presenting herself to his view. Since this he 
hath been twice or thrice at court undiscovered to any 
save the aforesaid, and hath (as they told us) wiitten to 
the king, that he is now better resolved than ever. But 
you cannot choose but hear of this moie perfectly than I 
can here. 

I will tell you a jest . the Bishop of London, you know, 
gave order, from his majesty to the clergy, not to prejudi- 
cate the prince’s journey by their prayers, &c., but only to 
pray to God to return him home in safety again unto us, 
and no more. An honest, plain preacher, being loth to 
transgress the order given, desired in his prayer, “ That 
God would return our noble prince home again unto us, 
and no more” — supposing the words no more to be a 
piece of the prayer enjoined ; whereas the bishop’s meaning 
was, that they should use no more words than that form 
only. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead 

London, April 4, 1623 

On Tuesday night last, our hells rung merrily, and our 
streets glittered with bonfires, for joy of the prince’s safe 
coming to the Spanish court, and his wonderful, great, and 
royal entertainment theie. The piiiice, from Paris to 
Madrid, being about 750 miles, m thirteen days; which 
was near upon sixty miles, one day with another. The 
last Sunday came Mr. Giimes, of the prince's bedchamber, 
hither m fifteen days from Spain, who, amongst other 
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letters, brought one from Sir Francis Cottington to his 
lady, whereof this following is said to be the copy — 

“ We are well, and the braveliest entertained that ever 
men were. The prince is lodged in the king’s palace, so 
that he and his majesty lie under one roof. He was 
brought hithei from a monastery, half a mile out of the 
town, being as far distant as from Whitehall to West- 
minster, with the greatest majesty that ever man was, 
nding thence through all the town, wheie the houses were 
all hanged with tapestry, on the king’s right hand, under a 
canopy, and with the same respect they use to the King of 
Castile All coaches were for that time forbidden, and 
the late proclamation against gorgeous appaiel dispensed 
with, the great ones and courtieis being most richly at- 
tired, and the horses most sumptuously caparisoned. When 
the foremost were come to the palace, the king was bnt 
setting forth with the prince fiom the monastery, the 
Marquis of Buckingham, with the Count de Olivaies, the 
Spanish favourite, following next, and after them the Earl 
of Bristol, with a Spanish grandee. Before they set forth, 
came first all the councillors, and kissed his highness’s 
hand, intimating they were commanded to do no favour, 
nor bestow any office without his direction, during his 
abode there. 

“ Then came the grandees, nobles, and dons, every one 
kissing his hand ; and then came the king himself. The 
prisons were all opened, the prisoners set at liberty, and 
the fees paid by the king of above a hundred persons, of 
which twenty weie condemned to death, and six of them 
for coming false moneys. For eight days together they 
made bonfires and fireworks throughout the town ; and I 
never saw people so joyed in all my days There are thiee 
grandees appointed every day to wait continually in the 
prince’s pnvy chambei ; and he is served for carver, cup- 
bearer, and sewer, with none but marquises and earls. 
And aU this was done by mature advice of council, who, 
before, sat together about fifteen hours, viz., from noon, 
till three of the clock the next morning. Being come to 
the palace, having visited the queen, and brought to his 
lodging, first the king gave him a basin and ewer of gold, 
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large, set with rich stones of jewels, gloves, and sweet per- 
fumes ; and lastly, the Lady Mary, his mistress, sent him a 
rich suit of hangings, with a jewel, or jewels.” 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, April 6, 1623 

The king comes hither this day, where, or at Hampton 
Court, It IS thought he will continue till the week befoie 
Easter, unless he make a step to Windsor, to excuse the 
Marquis Hamilton’s charge and tiouble of making a solemn 
journey here to his installation 

The provost of Eton^ was cut of the stone this day 
sevennight, and being so weak before, it is doubted he will 
hardly hold out: Sir William Beecher hath a piomise to 
be his successor, which seems strange at fiist sight, that he 
should be preferred before so many and great pretendents, 
as, among others, the Lord of St. Albans, Sir Robert 
Naunton, Sir James Fullerton, &e., so that some conclude 
it was fiist come first seived, to avoid the importunity of 
so many competitors. But withal it shows that the world 
grows hard here, or that the place is risen in reputation, 
when it hath such wooers. 

The 24th of the last month, the day of the king’s inau- 
guration, the council came to Paul’s Cioss, and dined at 
Sheriff Hanford’s. They made but a poor show ; seven or 
eight at most, among whom the lord president was the 
prime man ; none of the grandees, as the lord archbishop, 
lord keeper, lord treasurer, lord marshal, affording their 
presence. One Richardson, a young man, of Magdalen 
College, Oxford, preached, and performed it reasonably 
well, and the better, because he was not long nor immo- 
derate m commendation of the time, but gave Queen Eli- 
zabeth her due. 

Here is a third strict proclamation come forth for 
gentlemen of quality to avoid this town, and reside, and 
keep hospitality at their mansion-houses in the country. 
It includes noblemen likewise, and prelates. It is nothing 
pleasing to all ; but least of all to the ivomen. 

^ Mr rhomas Murray 
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I think the fair wind hath cariied away three or four 
ships that were appointed for the prince’s provision and 
followers ; among which are two or three chaplains, with 
the furnituie of a chapel, as plate, and candlesticks for the 
altar and communion-table ; vestments, and service books 
in Latin, wherein our Liturgy must be said, and the saeia- 
ment celebrated with wafer-cakes, and watei mixed with 
the wine. All which is to little puipose, foi the Spaniaids 
will not vouchsafe the hearing, nor looking on 

On Sunday, Grimes, gentleman of the horse to ray Lord 
of Buckingham, arrived here out of Spain, with news of 
the prince’s wondeiful entertainment and kind usage there , 
a relation whereof, they say, we shall have next w’eek in 
punt. In the mean time, I send you here what is come to 
ray hand. Gondomar, at the first sight of the prince, fell 
down flat before him, and would not be laised, but cried 
out, Nune dimiths, as having attained the top of his desire, 
and for this service, at the prince’s suit, is made one of the 
eight, or cabinet councillors. 

The first of this month, by commandment, here w’as 
bonfires and ringing of bells, for this welcome nevis of the 
prince’s safe ariival at Madrid. God send we may praise 
at parting, which I wish the rather, for that, in the midst 
of all tbis jollity, I hear the Lord Dig by writes that, as he 
pietends no private benefit to himself in the good success 
of this business, so he desiies he may be blameless if, by 
reason of the prince’s coming, matters fall not out accord- 
ing to expectation Here is a whispering underhand of no 
good intelligence ’twixt him and the Lord of Buckingham, 
which may arise upon divers reasons. The lord maiquis 
carried with him the authority of extraordinary ambassador, 
and principal commissioner in all the treaty, and a patent 
is said to be gone after him to make him Duke of Buck- 
ingham, or Claience As likewise Me speak of three more 
to be shortly created — the Duke of Lennox, Duke of Rich- 
mond ; the Marquis Hamilton, Duke of Carabndge ; and 
the Earl of Arundel, Duke of Norfolk, to the great disgust 
of the Duchess of Lennox, who is said to labour all she can 
to stand alone, and not become retrograde. 

The prince hath sent for the Lord Kensington, Sir George 
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Goring, Sir Thomas Jermyn, and I know not how many 
more, which are preparing to be gone next week. He 
hath likewise sent for his arms and tilting horses; but 
before they can airive, it is like the weather will grow so 
warm that it will be too violent an exercise for him or 
them. 

In the note of the shipping enclosed, there is the Great 
Prince wanting, a ship built by Prince Henry, and already 
so far out of repaiations, that it will be a great charge to 
fit her to go to sea ; so that, all things considered, with 
the continual posting to and fro, and the expense of those 
that must attend the journey, and voluntaries, this mar- 
riage, one way or other, is like to cost the king and realm 
as much as she brings, be it what it will. For we must 
now he content with what conditions they please to impose. 

This day, I saw a letter of Lord Digby’s to the king, 
wheiein theie was no matter of great moment, but so par- 
ticular a relation of all their visits and revisits, that, in a 
manner, it tells every step. 


Rev. Joseph, Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle 

Christ College, April 5, 1623 

Those who come from London tell us, that on Tue&d.iy 
last, the lords of the council, by appointment from the 
king, gave older for a general ringing of bells and certain 
number of bonfires in every street of the city, and the con- 
stables being commanded to see it performed, for some 
good news that his majesty had lately received Some 
say they know not what it was for ; otheis say it was for 
the prince’s safe arrival and good welcome at Madrid, 
though that news came that day sennight, and was a week 
old. But it may be that his majesty expected the city 
should have expressed their joy of their own accord, 
which, because they forgot, they were thus commanded 
Yet some think they observed the bonfires very thinly, if 
at all, attended, being suifeied to burn out without com- 
pany But, it may be, they run not about a bonfire in 
the city as they do in the country. 
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To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, April 11, 1623 

With the first and last ships, there went, amongst others 
of the prince’s servants, eight of his footmen ; with three 
more to go now, viz , the George, of the king’s, that goes 
to fetch back the marquis, and two hired ships, to carry 
eight great tilting hoises and fair ambling geldings, of the 
prince’s; there go twenty-two more of his footmen, which, 
with the former eight, make thirty, the very apparelling 
of which stands in iSSOOO. 

On Saturday night last, came another post from Spam. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Str Dudley Garleton. 

London, April 19, 1623 

The king came hither the 5th of this present, and the 
next day, being Palm Sunday, the lord archbishop preached 
at court, in the open preaching-place, where there had been 
no sermons all this Lent, nor the king present at any till 
then in the chapel, when the lord keepei '■ preached on 
Good Friday. As likewise we had a very proper man, 
one Oldsworth,® that day at Paul’s Cross , and, on Eastei 
Sunday, the master of the Savoy, Balcanqual, at the Spital 
and Dr. Rawlingson® and one Smith, both Oxfoid men, 
the two days following, who all perfoimed then part ex- 
ceedingly well ; and if he that is to make the rehearsal 
sermon to-moirow follow the same steps, I have seldom 
known these places better furnished 

The king removed, on Wednesday, to Hampton, on 
Thursday, to Windsor, where he makes account to remain 
ten or eleven days. 

The Piovost of Eton outlived nine days, which is ac- 
counted the fatal time, for those that be cut of the stone, 
but died two days after, when the canvass for the place 

1 Williams 

2 Probably Richard Holdsworth, about this time chaplain to the Lord Chief Justice 
Herbert, and soon after rector of St Peter’s, and, m 1629, professor of divinity m 
Gresham College 

3 Dr John Rawlmson, chaplain to the Lord Chancellor Egerton and to the king, 
and rector of Whitechurch, m Shropshire 
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began afresh, and Sir Robert Naunton laid in hard for it, 
offering to quit all pensions, promises, and pretensions 
whatsoever. But the king reserves that and all other 
matters of grace till the Lord of Buckingham’s return ; 
yet he hath renewed his promise to Sir William Beecher, 
and sent letters to the College not to proceed to any elec- 
tion till they know his fuither pleasure. But I hear under- 
hand, he IS like to have a hard condition annexed, to marry 
the widow, or provide for her and her children. 

But, for the more grace to the Lord of Buckingham in 
his absence, his brother, Kit Villiers, is presently to be 
made Baron of Daventry and Earl of Anglesey, with the 
endowment of 56IOO land, old rent, and the gift of a foiest, 
which is to be sold or enclosed ; so that his lady and cousin 
IS like to be a worthy countess. 

Sir William St. John and Sir Henry Mervyn, that had 
the command last summer of two of the king’s ships to con- 
duct Monsieur Soubise to Rochelle, have lost then places, 
and are committed, for winking or giving way to his sur- 
prising of a rich ship of Dunkirk, that brought tieasures 
out of Spain. 

Grimes, gentleman of the horse to the lord marquis, 
came thence, about Sunday was sevennight, with welcome 
news of the prince’s health and welfare ; and that matteis 
are so forward there, that the prince desires his majesty 
to hasten the sending of the fleet ; for he hopes to be, 
with his lady infanta, at the sea-side, before it arrives. 
Yet, in the mean time, his sending for his arms and tilting 
horse makes men doubt all cannot be well done so soon. 
They are shipped here already ; but the wind that should 
carry them away keeps them here in the liver; and most 
men think they are like to serve to little use, after so long 
lying on shipboard, and so long a journey by land from 
the sea-side to Madrid, togethei with so great change of 
air and diet, and the heat of the year coming on, whereby 
it will be nothing fit, neither for his highness to use so 
violent an exercise But that which makes men suspect 
most of all that matters are not so cuirent is, that we hear 
the Marquis of Inojosa, your old acquaintance, is coming 
hither ambassador, and is to set out thence the 1st of May ; 
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or rather, as the Spanish ambassador here gives out, the 
1 0th. The dispensation is not come, neither ; but they 
say the Duke of Passerana is sent to Rome to hasten it ; 
but goes in a litter, as is given out. 

The Lord Kensington, Sir George Goiing, young Mon- 
tagu, and I know not how many more, are gone for Spam, 
in several troops ; and I hear the lord had j66000 to bear 
his charges ; as likewise that Grimes is despatched thither 
again, with ilOOO for his pains and expense, and a pension 
of £500 for his life, or, as some say, the customs of 
Carlisle. 

Sir Francis Steward is going for Spain, with one of the 
king’s ships and a pinnace, to bnng home the lord mar- 
quis presently. Sir John Wentwoith is gone with him m 
company, who is lately become a Roman Catholic, forsooth, 
as likewise the Lord Vaughan, the prince’s comptroller, 
who never discovered himself till now, and it is likely, at 
the infanta’s coming, we shall have many more fall away 
as fast as withered leaves in autumn. But we hear the 
prince hath given order, that he and all his regiment and 
letinue, below the stairs, as they call it, upon then arrival 
in Spain, shall return back, because they should not pester 
the court nor country, where provisions are scant enough 
for those that be there already; insomuch, that it is said 
the chaplains, and furniture for the chapel, shall either 
return, or tarry at the sea-side. 

Some whispering theie is, that the coming of the ambas- 
sador IS about a treaty or meeting at Brussels, for the 
compounding of the business of the Palatinate, and all 
other differences now on foot in Christendom; which 
meeting would have been, but for favouring the king’s 
purse, that he might have seen their real proceeding. But 
if the mainage be not perfected till that business be 
ended, God knows when we may expect to see the prince, 
unless he grow impatient of so long delay. And the fleet 
may be all in good time, though it should stay a month or 
two longer. The Earl of Rutland is declared admiral of 
it, the Loid Windsor, vice-admiral, and the Lord Morley,' 
rear-admiral : all of the same stamp. 

1 William Parker, Baron Monteagle, summoned to PaiUament on January 30, 
1621, as Lord Morley and Monteagle 
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But let men think and talk what they will, the king 
knows more than we all, and is. very confident of the 
success, and joys much to talk of the prince’s journey, and 
all the accidents by the way, whereof he was fully in- 
formed by Grimes, and how many falls they had . the lord 
maiquis, seven. Sir Francis Cottmgton, twelve, and so of 
the rest ; only the prince had never a one. I spoke with one 
yesterday, that on Tuesday heard the king relate the whole 
story, ah ovo, from point to point, with great content- 
ment, and of the honours done him in Spain But by that 
relation, I gather piegnant arguments to mine own judg- 
ment, that he went not unknown to the court of France, 
but that they dissembled their knowledge We look daily 
for fresh news from them, and the king thinks every day 
ten till it come 

On Good Friday, was prayed for at Paul’s Cross, 

and died that evening. He was buried privately on Tues- 
day night, though there weie a great deal of company, 
and Sir John Bennet, with much ado, got leave to be 
there. The Lord of Bridgewater’s only son died yesterday, 
but there is hope left, seeing his lady is with child, and 
ready to lie down. 

On Tuesday, there was a foul, barbarous murder com- 
mitted in Lombard Street, by a ’prentice, upon two of his 
mistress’s children, of six or seven years old, by cutting 
their throats, and then hanged himself. The reason is 
said to be some devilish revenge for ill usage. 

The Earl of Oxford lies still by it, and is like to do till 
the Lord of Buckingham either come or send ; and there 
is a marriage treating, or rather a contract, of a year old, 
’twixt him and the Lady Diana Cecil, with whom he is to 
have 504000 in money, and 20500 land presently, and 
20500 more after her father’s decease. 

There is a great faction fallen out in the Virginia Com- 
pany. The heads on the one side are, the Earl of South- 
ampton, the Lord Cavendish, Sir Edward Saokville, Sir 
John Ogle, Sir Edwin Sandys, with divers others of meaner 
quality. On the other side are, the Earl of Warwick, Sir 
Thomas Smith, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir Henry Mildmay, 
Alderman Johnson, and many more. On Monday, they 
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were before the king, with their accusations and allega- 
tions, wheie Sir Edward Sackville carried himself somala- 
pertly and insolently, that the king was fain to take him 
down soundly and roundly , but I hear that, by means of 
the lord treasurer, he made his peace the next day. 

The provostship of Eton seems not to be so assured to 
Sir William Beecher, but that there is still some nibbling 
at it , and Sir Robert Eaton, a Scot, is in as fair possibility 
as any of the rest, as I have learned very lately. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, April 10, 1623 

The doctor’ told me the archduchess had made a motion 
to our king, that whereas the House of Austria was not 
yet out of danger of further seditions and commotions, 
unless they are more providently prevented, it would 
please his majesty, for their greater security from such 
dangers, and the more easy settling of Christendom in 
quietness and peace, as also for a pledge of his sincerity 
and good affection both to the one and to the other, to 
cause his son-in-law, daughtei, and grandchildren, to re- 
move from the Hague to Altezzi, in the Palatinate, to live 
there under the guard and protection of the King of 
Spam. He told me, also, that he had seen and read a 
Spanish book, m manner of a corranto, printed about 
Christmas time at Lisbon, with the oversight and appro- 
bation of the College of the Inquisition there, wherein, for 
English news, was related, that the Prince of Great 
Bntam was very shortly to come into Spain, there to be 
instructed in the Catholic religion, and from thence to go 
to Rome to be reconciled to the Pope, and so to return 
and marry the infanta. When I heard this, I wondered 
less at the applause the people gave him at his coming and 
entertainment ; foi it is probable that, seeing the first part 
of their talk fulfilled, they hoped for the rest also. But I 
hope they will be all deceived, and this printed tale prove 
as true as the like did a year ago or more, that the heretics 
of England, because King James was thought to be a 

^ Meddus 



JAMES THE FIRST. 


391 


Catholic at heart, and so incapable of reigning by the law 
of the realm, and because he had suffered or consented to 
the despoiling of the Prince Palatinate of his lands and 
dignities, and lately held so inward correspondence with 
Spain, therefore they had deposed him, and sent secretly 
for the Palatine, and set him up ; so that King James had 
sent to the King of Spain for aid. This the doctor showed 
me . it was printed and most confidently avowed by a don, 
who wrote it from the court of Madrid, as the news brought 
the king by the last post from England. This I relate 
that you may the better judge of the foimcr of the prince, 
otherwise it is old news. 

Others told me that the king, desiring to borrow some 
more money of the city, and being denied, it was talked 
that he was about to appoint a commission of some, be- 
twixt the chief of the city, to consult how the freedom 
thereof might be laid open to all, who should give the 
king a fine, and pay him 5040 a-year. But this they 
thought would vanish They talked, also, that Mansfield’s 
messenger brought a letter from his master, wherein he 
challenges his majesty of a promise last spring, that, if he 
would go out of the Palatinate with his aimy, if it were 
not restored before this year began, he would send them 
1 0,000 men, and pay them ; and when Secretary Calvert 
began to read, and the contents to appear, the king cried, 
“ 0 my toe, my toe and could hear no more, but ap- 
pointed the secretary to answer, that his majesty’s pur- 
pose would at length appear to have gone most forward, 
when the world took them to go most contrary to his ends. 
How true this is I know not, but this and the other the 
like I heard there, which were tedious to relate. 


To the Bev. Joseph Mead. 

London, Apnl 26, 1S23 

Mr. Killegrew, who about a month ago was sent into 
Spam, returned hither on Saturday last, with assurance of 
the prince’s welfare ; that on Palm Sunday, being their 
Easter Day, he first spake with the lady infanta ; hoped 
shortly to be married, if the dispensation were once come 
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from Rome (which was daily expected), and hoped to be 
back here in June or July. Hereupon, the tilting horses, 
and provisions thereto belonging, were, at Tilbury Fort, 
disembarked; the rest of the fleet ordered to be made 
ready with speed. Two of the king’s first ships are on 
the coast, going to fetch the lord marquis back, and other 
two hired to carry the twenty-four ambling geldings. 

Yesterday, as Mr N came through Lombard Street, a 
Spanish coachman, coming with an empty cloak, a man, 
thinking nothing, pulled up his coach, and so made the 
horse start a little. Whereupon the Spaniard lashed him 
over the face with his whip, and a tumult being made, a 
gentleman, that could speak Spanish, gave him some ill 
language, telling him if he had done so in Spain, his 
throat would have been cut. He answered, there was a 
time coming when they would pay us all. 

Yesterday, I was at a visitation sermon, where I heard 
an Oxfoid man, chaplain to the archbishop, speak won- 
drous plainly and vehemently against the fearM or flatter- 
ing style of our clergy, viz. . “ Wlio dare now say that 
did ill in marrying with idolators, in Jehoshaphat in 
making afiinity with Ahab ? Who dare call the great ones 
princes of Sodom ^ Who daies say that schismatics or 
puritans, who do but break peace, are hunted as with the 
inquisition, while they go uncontrolled who seek to kill 
the peace-makers.” That which is sometimes muttered, 
or spoken, is doubted to be too true ; that a mam cause of 
all the misery and mischief in our land is the fearfullest 
of flattery of our prelates and clergy. The hope of a 
crosier staff or a cardinal’s hat could make many a scholar 
in England beat his brain to reconcile the Church of Rome 
and England. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, May 3, 1623 

The king kept St. George’s feast at Windsor, where 
there was no great show, nor the knights and procession 
went not out their ordinary circuit, by reason the king was 
fain to be carried m a chair, not from any grief or infirmity 
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more than the weakness of his legs ; for otherwise, they 
say, he looks as well and as fresh as he did many a day. 
Secretary Conway was very gay and gallant there, all in 
white, cap-d,-pie, even to his white hat and white feather. 

On Monday, the king removed to Hampton Court ; on 
Tuesday, hither; and on Thursday, the 1st of this month, 
went a-Maying to Theobalds. We had that day a general 
muster of 6000 men, well armed and appointed. His way 
lay through the midst of them, so that he passed along 
without any great applause given, or received more than 
a volley of shot when he was passed, which so terrified 
Secretary Conway’s horses, that they ran away, and threw 
his coachman down, and, without good help, himself in 
danger of a shrewd turn 

This day the court removes to Greenwich, where it is 
like to continue till towards the progress, which will be 
westward, but how far is uncertain , for it depends on the 
prince’s return with his lady. But most think the king 
will expect them about Southampton or Plymouth. But 
the time is more uncertain, though we presume and talk 
of a speedy despatch, for the dispensation is said to he 
come, but with what clauses and conditions is not yet 
published , though men mutter of a toleration in religion, 
and a revocation, or at least suspension, of all the acts and 
statutes made against the Roman Catholics But at the 
coming of the Marquis of Inojosa we shall know as well 
that, as the other articles that concern the King of Spam 
and the infanta, which are said to be hard enough : as, 
the leaving the Hollanders ; the giving of licence to the 
Spaniard to bnng what number of ships he pleases into 
our ports, there to furnish and victual them at reasonable 
rates, and I know not what else, which I am so far from 
believing, that I cannot persuade myself but the fear is 
more than the danger. Now for the infanta’s part • it is 
said she is to have £8000 jointure for every £100,000 she 
IS to bring, which, being given out to be £600,000, it will 
make a great breach into the crown land, which hath been 
so much weakened already, and this must be confirmed by 
Parliament ; with divers other prerogatives and privileges 
she is to have, more than ever Queen of England had. 
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The Spanish ambassador hath been at St James’s and 
Denmark House, to fit and appoint her lodgings, with 
many alterations ; specially there must be a new chapel 
bnilt in either place ; for which order is taken with the 
surveyor, Inigo Jones, to have them done out of hand, and 
yet with great state and costliness. The Savoy Chapel, 
likewise, shall be converted to the use of her household ; 
and the government or mastership of that place given to 
the Padre Maestro, that went hence to Rome, or to any 
other that shall be, as it were, bishop and superintendent 
over her priests and chaplains. And it is said Mi. Bal- 
canqual shall be provided of the piovostship of Eton, or 
somewhat else as good, or better. 

The fleet is preparing with all speed, and the prince’s 
ship so lichly furnished with all manner of bedding, 
hangings, and the like, as hath not been seen at sea ; and 
all things are so earned, as if we were to receive some 
goddess to come among us. But for all this haste, most 
are persuaded we cannot have her so soon, so many nego- 
ciations and other things being to be done and provided 
for; and therefoie some think the prince may come away, 
and she to come hereafter, when all conditions on our side 
are performed ; and there is no greater reason alleged of 
the hastening it, than the great chaige the prince puts 
them to theie, and the penury and dearth of all things 
there at this time; which, though these few that come 
thence deny, and blaze out things otherwise, yet it 
is thought they have their lesson taught them ; an argu- 
ment whereof is drawn from this, that none of the prince’s 
servants that were sent for are suffered to go to Madrid, 
no, not his chaplain, but aie commanded to stay at Burgos, 
though many of them have been at great charge ; only 
the Lord Leppington hath leave to go to the court, if he 
think good ; and if any other arrive there post, by way of 
France, they are not well looked on. 

Peter Killigrew arrived here this day fortnight, and 
went away again the week after. Tobie Matthew was de- 
spatched thither four or five days before him. Clarke, with 
one hand, an extraordinary clerk of the council, came 
thence this day sevennight, and is to be sent back pre- 
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sently Thus they go up and down, like a well with two 
buckets 

Upon our bells and bonfiies, for the pnnce’s safe arrival 
in Spam, the University of Oxford took the alarm and 
did the like, and generally have made verses in praise and 
commendation of this happy match. The vice-chancellor^ 
himself brought them up, and delivered them to the king. 
It IS said they shall be printed, that the Spanish lady may 
see with what applause we are like to receive her. They 
do wisely, that coming so far short of Cambridge in play- 
ing and shooting, yet get before them in observance and 
blandishments. 

On Wednesday night, at six o’clock, in the king’s 
chamber, the lord keeper marned Mis. Thoruax, a niece 
of the Duchess of Lennox, to the eldest son of Sir Robert 
Napier (or Sandy, as he was called, when he was a mer- 
chant of this town), of a Scottish race ; and he is pre- 
sently to be made a viscount of Scotland or Ireland. 

Sir Isaac Wake hath leave to come home, and we ex- 
pected him weekly ; but, upon the prince’s arrival in Spain, 
he had order from thence to do somewhat which hath 
hindered his journey, to the great grief of his sweetheart, 
Mrs. Bray, my ancient valentine. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, May 9, 1623 

On Monday last, Mr. Greisley, the Earl of Bristol’s 
secretary, ai rived here in eight days from the court of 
Spain, It being now one hundred miles nearer us than 
Madrid. What he brings us is not yet openly known, but 
kept secret ; which occasions muttering, as if it were not 
pleasing, and as if the private letters which he brought 
for others were kept back. 

Captain Barrow, the late brave governor of Franken- 
dale, was knighted the last Sunday at Gieenwich. 

^ William Piers, D D, canon of Christ Chnrch, a id dean of Chester 
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To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, May 16, 1623 

Yesterday, the Earl of Carlisle returned to court fiom 
Spain, but hath been long on tbe way, of whom nothing is 
yet heard. 

There are two dukes made by patent ; first, the Duke 
of Lennox is made Duke of Richmond and the Earl of 
Newcastle ; next, the Lord Marquis of Buckingham made 
the Duke of Buckingham and Eail of Coventry. 

Viscount Mandeville’s eldest son is said to be dead m 
Spam , and Archy, the king’s fool, fell theie also from his 
horse, and is killed.' 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Garleton. 

London, May 1*7, 1623 

My writing is to little purpose, now that you have such 
and so many agents here, that will let nothing escape ; 
yet Robert Eaton’s verses may be worth your reading, 
wherein he woos the king foi Eton , as likewise Thomas 
Murray’s epitaph, and the complaint of his own fortune, 
wherein he aims at the great stir and pursuit after certain 
bad fellows, that all the last year made an occupation of 
stealing the king’s deer out of Theobalds Paik, though it 
be walled, which hath much incensed the king, and moved 
great indignation ; so that there have been divers privy 
searches, and other diligence used to discover the pnn- 
cipals, divers of the meaner sort being already in hold. 

The last week Sir Henry Fiennes, half-brother to the 
Lord Norris, or Berkshire, was fined in the Star Chamber 
at 162000, imprisonment, and other censures, for contiact- 
ing a marriage de futuro, after his wife’s decease, with a 
young, proper gentlewoman, one Mrs. Somerfield, and in 
the mean time abusing her body, and goods he had gotten 
into his hands, to the value of ^ 1600 , with intent to 
cozen her. Many things worth the noting passed in the 
pleading, too long to recite. 

There is a bill newly put into the Star Chamber against 

* This IS m error 
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the Earl of Oxford, for certain scandalous speeches against 
the king and his government, whereof notice was sent him 
two days since. Whether it be only ad correctionem, or 
to satisfy the world that he hath not been detained so 
long upon a light displeasure, or to make the grace the 
gieater, if by the Lord of Buckingham’s mediation, or in 
contemplation of his mistress, the Lady Diana’s suit, this 
fault may be forgiven him, time will show Last week, 
here was a great marriage in town, ’twixt the Lord St. 
John’s eldest son, to the Earl of Bridgewater’s second 
daughter. 

On Sunday was sevennight. Captain Burroughs, coming 
from Gravesend, landed at Greenwich, before coming to 
this town. Secretary Conway carried him presently to 
the king, who used him very graciously, and made him 
knight ; as likewise, much about the same time, he gave 
the same honour to the young Viscount Doncaster, whose 
father arrived here on Thursday night out of Spam, and, 
as it seems, was welcome and well seen, for the next 
morning he had a warrant to the lord treasurer for a good 
lound sum, but what it was I do not hear It was 
bruited before his coming that he had given small content, 
and earned himself more stiffly in some points than some 
there thought fit. Whereupon, as well he as the Earl of 
Bristol were made strangers to the business ; and report 
said, that the prince’s servants were kept from him, and 
that all things were managed by himself and the Lord of 
Buckingham ; as likewise that the king keeps all to him- 
self, and acquaints nobody with any thing that comes 
thence, but burns the letters as fast as he reads them. 
For my part, I presume these are but idle discourses of 
idle brains, who had rather make news than want matter 
to talk. Indeed, posts go very fast to and fro ; for since 
this day fortnight, that Greisley arrived, here have been 
two more, whereof one that belongs to Sir John Epsley came 
m less than seven days from Madrid, a thing not heard of. 

We say here that Sir William Crofts is sent from the 
prince upon some message to the Queen of Bohemia. 

There is great haste to set the fleet forward, and Sir 
Francis Steward is gone already with the patents, whereby 
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the lord marquis is created Duke of Buckingham and 
Earl of Coventry. He was willed to make all possible 
speed, that it might be there before the marriage, for the 
more grace to his grace ; yet all these plain demonstra- 
tions cannot beat it into the heads of the vulgar, but that 
there be many rubs to be lemoved before the match be 
concluded ; for they talk of many uncouth and unlikely 
conditions propounded, as well touching religion as mat- 
ters of state, and especially the committing of Plymouth, 
or some other western haven, into the Spaniards’ hands, 
until the jointure is assured, and other promises per- 
formed. But this is so improbable, and almost impossible, 
that it cannot but proceed from a vain fear in the people, 
who, the less they know, the more they suspect. 

The Duke of Lennox is likewise made Duke of Rich- 
mond and Earl of Newcastle, and hath precedence by the 
Lord of Buckingham’s own consent, who wrote, he would 
not take place of his father, as he calls him ; though he 
must, as lord admiral, during his time, but not his pos- 
terity, to whom this dignity doth not descend to either of 
them both, but to their heirs male of their own body. It 
was expected the Earl of Arundel should be raised to the 
same rank ; but they say he stands upon restitution rather 
than creation. 

The Duke and Duchess of Richmond have gotten the 
grant of Ely House, in lieu whereof the bishop is to have 
that which was the Eail of Hertford’s house, in Cannon 
Row. The Spanish ambassador is to remove shortly to 
Exeter House ; and the duchess lays in hand to have all 
the furniture of Ely House, which is said to be very rich, 
and to a great value. The world says she and her lord 
have laid about them, and done their affairs well during 
this absence and interim. 

Your cousin, Will Lytton, hath had a good windfall of 
late, by the death of the Lady Weld, his wife’s aunt, who 
made him executor, whereby it is thought he will get 
i64000 or 105000 at least, besides £S00 land, and great 
store of stuff. I should congratulate his good fortune, if 
he were kind to his sisters. 
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Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, May 24, 1623 

For news of him (the prince) his success, all means of 
learning aught is hindered , yet, how and by what means I 
know not, these reports which follow are frequent, and 
are told by such as come from court and city 

That Greisley, the post, at his return for Spain, carried 
an inhibition from our king, that my Lord Digby, Earl of 
Bristol, should no more intermeddle in the prince’s busi- 
ness, but to permit all to my loid marquis ; nor neither 
he, nor any of the prince’s servants, to come at him, but 
only the said lord marquis, Cottington, and Porter. This 
is said to come from some letter of the lord marquis 
to the king, wherein he should complain that my Lord 
Digby should oppose or cross him in some particular. 
Some say, my lord marquis, the prince, and Lord Digby, 
being in the coach together, the Marquis commanded 
my Lord Digby out of the coach, as having somewhat 
to speak to his highness, which my lord might not hear; 
but my lord refused, telling him, that his authority in 
that place was as large and good as his, as having the 
quality of an ambassador. 

All the pnnce’s servants, chaplains, and all, are said to 
be coming back, as having not only no employment, 
but no permission to come at their master. That an inhi- 
bition from our king is given to all the English in Spain, 
merchants and others, not to write anything into England 
to their friends, about the prince and his affairs, on 
penalty, See. 

My Lord Hay is returned, but tells nothing, save only, 
that because he would not lose his journey into Spam, he 
made means to be honoured so much as but to see the 
infanta, and kiss her hand afore his return for England ; 
which, with much difficulty and importunity, he at length 
obtained, and was brought into a room, where she was 
placed in a throne aloft, divers steps from the ground, and 
gloriously set forth, with her ladies about her. But my 
lord, with his corapliraental motions and approaches, could 
not draw so much from her as the least nod or inclination 
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of her body ; no, not when he ascended up the [steps] 
unto her, so much as to put out her hand to him, when he 
was to kiss it , she remaining all the while as immoveable 
as the image of the Virgin Mary, when suppliants bow to 
her on festival days This, they say, is the Spanish state. 
He complimented with her, but what she answered is not 
told. This I had from Dr. Balcanqual’s brother, and he 
from him. 

They say, besides, that the prince never yet saw the 
infanta the second time , and others say, that he remains 
pensive and sad, and thought scarce to be at full liberty 


to the Rev. Joseph Mead 

London, May 30, 1623 

The cross, which, in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign, was standing in her chapel upon the vestuary, and 
was then broken by one Fowler, and never since made 
again, yet now lately there [it] is. 

Yesterday sennight, his majesty required my Lord of 
Winchester forthwith to cause Gieenwich Chapel to be 
new repaired and gilded, being much decayed, as not 
having been new furnished since Queen Mary’s days. 

This day sennight, was the fiist foundation of the 
new chapel, at St James’s, for the Lady Mary of Spain in 
the afternoon. The Spanish ambassador made a cross on 
the first stone, laid it in mortar, made a prayer in French, 
that God would dispose of that foundation to his gloiy, 
and the good of the church, and universal general good of 
all Christians, and gave .£80 to the workmen ; his son laid 
the second stone, and gave them £80 


John Chamherlain, E%q., to 8^r Dudley Carleton. 

London, May 30, 1623 

All your affairs here are in good case, and prosper; 
and those clouds and mists removed that threatened foul 
weather. It cannot but be a great comfort, as well to 
yourself as all your well-wishers, to see so many good friends 
stand so close to you ; and it shows you are rich in that 
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kind So that there is no doubt but all shall succeed well 
hereafter ; and that the white mule will be moie tractable, 
or if he should continue his jade’s tucks, you are provided 
of an antidote against all venom. 

The Earl of Rutland, the Lord Moiley, and the Lord 
Windsor, took then leave at court on Sunday, in their best 
array, and their followers well appointed, in fair and rich 
liveries. The king was scant w'ell pleased that they were 
no inoreforwaid, to take the benefit of this fair wind, and 
hastened them all he could , so that it is thought they be 
off the coast by this time, and will be soon at the Groyne, 
whithei they be bound, if the wind hold good. 

On Monday, the Duke of Richmond, the loid tieasurer, 
Marquis Hamilton, Lord of Aiundel, Secietaiy Calveit, 
and I know not who else, are to go tow ards Southampton, 
to see all things in order theieabout, for the reception and 
entertainment of the infanta; and all westward theie is 
commandment for mustere, and other piovisions, if occasion 
serves Yet all this while we have had no news from 
Spam, since I wrote last, which breeds suspicion that theie 
IS some stop or restiamt in Fiance. 

The Lord Leppington landed this week, and hath bi ought 
back all, or most part of the prince’s servants that were 
sent after him. They have had the pleasure of going and 
coming back from Spam by sea, for I heai of few or none but 
himself that went to Madrid, whence he came before Greisley 
and Clarke, that arrived here three weeks since. He 
came post fiom the sea-side, and delivered all he had to 
the king , but otherwise, he either knows or says little. As, 
likewise, the Earl of Carlisle is very silent, yet somewhat 
breaks out sometimes- as that at his coming away the 
infanta gave him leave to kneel to her above an hour ; 
which is thought to be more than needed, either to be 
given or received. Whereupon, our great ladies begin to 
consult how to demean themselves when she comes, espe- 
cially the double Duchess ,* or, as some wags call her, the 
duchess cut upon duchess. And that, perhaps, hath bred 
a speech that, at the marriage, the pi nice may be made to 

^ Lennox and Richmond 

VOL n O l> 



402 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


have the title of King of Scotland or Ireland, that the 
infanta may be a queen, as well as her sister of France 

In the mean time, some mutter that we presume much 
upon the Spaniaid , that we trust him with our only prince, 
the principal and richest jewel of the crown, and the 
best part of our navy, all at once ; besides so many other 
men of worth. But it is answered, again, that, for then 
own interests, it stands them upon to keep touch with us, 
being, as it were, without all other friends. We look 
daily to hear of the solemnization of the marriage. The 
Lord Rochford is to bring the news of the time appointed , 
the Loid Denbigh, of the consummation , and the Loid 
Andover, when they set out toward the sea-side 

Lincoln’s Inn new chapel was consecrated with much 
solemnity, by the Bishop of London, on Ascension-day, 
where there was great concouise of noblemen and gentle- 
men ; whereof two or thiee were endangeied, and taken 
up dead for the time, with the extieme press and thiong- 
ing The Dean of St Paul’s'^ made an excellent seimon, 
they say, about dedications. 

Sir William Monson’s® eldest son (not he that should or 
would have been the favouiite) was committed to the 
Gatehouse, on Sunday, by some of the council, for arguing 
on some points of popery, at the Loid of Nottingham’s 
table, and avouching, before all the company, that the 
king was a papist m heart, whatsoever show he made out- 
wardly to the contrary. 

The Lord Walden hath had ill luck of late ; for the 
last week he lost above ^1600 in one day at bowls, at 
Hackney, and ^400 or 30500 two days before, of all 
which the Loid of Montgomery carried off the greater 
part. 


Dr. Meddus to the Bev Joseph Mead. 

London, June 5, 162^ 

On Monday, the Lord Duke of Richmond, the lord 
treasurer, the Earls of Arundel, Peiubioke, Montgomery, 

^ Dr Donne 2 Anthoi of TracH on Naval Affairs 
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Carlisle, if not others, all, with Sir Thomas Edmondes, 
treasuier of the household. Sir John Fearne, Allein,^ some 
time a player, now squire of the bears, Inigo J ones, sur- 
veyor of the king’s works, rode hence on Tuesday, towards 
Winchester and Southampton, to take order for his 
majesty’s entertainment with the prince and Lady Mary, 
whither, it is said, the king intends to go and meet them. 
Which lords are to be here again on Saturday. Howbeit, 
I cannot learn that his majesty hath received any post 
fiom Spain these three weeks or more (I will not say hath 
not), which may seem stiange, and occasion strange 
thoughts. 


John Chamherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Garleton. 

London, June 14, 1623 

On Whitsun-Monday, the Duke of Richmond,^ &c , took 
their journey towards Southampton, foi lodging the in- 
fanta and her train, for mending the highways, and for 
shows, and to which purpose Inigo Jones, and Allen, the 
old player, went along with them, who alone, with two or 
three harbingers, or such like officers, might have per- 
formed all this as well as so many prime councillors ; but 
that we must show how diligent and obsequious we are in 
any thing that concerns her. In their return, toward the 
end of the week, about some argument or disputation, the 
lord chamberlain and Lord Carlisle proceeded so far as to 
cross language, and some say farther. 

Our council of late are grown to good fellowship, for all 
these, and some of the rest, were the other week at two 
Italian ordinaries, and at one Medley’s, in Milford Lane. 
The reason whereof is said to be saving, and good hus- 
bandry, by making a trial which of these is likeliest, or 
most fit to furnish a diet best, and best cheap, for the 
Spanish ambassador that is coming And yet we hear not 
of his landing, though the coaches went down to Dover in 
the beginning of the week, and the Lord Kelly went two 
days since to Gravesend, with the king’s barges, to receive 
him. It is doubted the tempestuous weather, which hath 

1 Edward Allen, the founder of Dulwirh College 

2 preceding letter 
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reigned these six or eight days, hath hindered his passage ; 
01 else, on design, oi for the nonce, he doth nectere moras, 
or, with his counterfeit Spanish gravity, would seem to keep 
state ; wherein we shall fit him, for there be two or three 
cloths of state in his lodgings at Exeter House ; a thing 
which I do not remember to have seen afforded to any am- 
bassador in Queen Elizabeth’s time. It should seem he 
means to tajry by it, for he hath made ovei 30,000 crowns, 
by exchange, to be paid by 2000 ciowns a-raonth. 

Our lord mayor * was knighted at court on Sunday last, 
when the lecordei ® made so formal and flattering a speech, 
that the king seemed to surfeit of it, and was not pleased 
Among othei faults he found with the city, the piincipal 
was, that whereas at his fiist coming the Goldsmiths’ Row', 
in Cheapside, was so fair and flourishing, they had now 
suffered it to be overrun and blemished with poor, petty 
trades, which he would have removed, and none to nestle 
and keep shop there but jewelleis and goldsmiths 

The last week, we had a pioclamation for the finding 
and apprehending of one Field, a lewd fellow, that made 
an occupation of stealing and selling the king’s deei out of 
Theobalds Park. He was once or twice in hold, but still 
escaped away Now there is ten pounds offered by this 
proclamation, to whosoever shall bung him, or discovei 
where he is 

There was a Spanish post lately robbed of good store of 
money, about Shooter’s Hill. The fellows that did it, and 
the postillion that set the match, are since taken by their 
own folly, and brought to court before the king, and like 
to pay for it with their necks 

An unruly son of the Lady Finch’s, whom she sent to 
Virginia to be tamed, within five or six days aftei his 
return, fell into a drunken quarrel with the watch, wheie 
he was so hurt that he died the next morning : and a 
brother of Sir Gilbert Haughton’s, his companion, is almost 
m the same case, if he be not dead already A tide-boat, 
vnth more than thirty passengers, by negligence or want of 
skill, run upon a hoy, that was under sail, ’twixt this and 
Gravesend, so that there weie fourteen diowned The rest 

1 Peter Proby ^ Hetieage Finch 
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escaped very narrowly. Leonus Moncke died lately, very 
rich for a cleik of the signet ; his estate falling out, they 
say, toward ^40,000. 

The Countess of Buckingham came to town on Whit- 
Sunday to visit her daughter, the Lady Denbigh, that mis- 
carried of somewhat, that should have been a child. She 
went that night to Greenwich, and came upon the king 
unexpected. The Lady of Bridgewater is hi ought a-bed 
of a son ; as likewise, your sister Sedley, which I know is 
no news. 

Here is a speech that the Duke of Buckingham shall be 
made Loid High Constable of England , the greatest office 
known with us, and hath been out of use many a day , and 
his father,^ Rutland, should be Lord Admiral 

Till yesterday, we had no news out of Spam this month 
or five weeks ; for the king had found a way to have^adver- 
tisement thence, without notice of any body, the packets 
being sent to our ambassador in France, who sent them 
away by some servant or messenger of his own, and stayed 
those that bi ought them till answer came back to despatch 
them. But now Sir Francis Cottington and Greisley are 
come togethei , but we say they have a caveat to divulge 
nothing. Yet the world doth guess there is some difficult 
point that doth require Cottington’s coming to the oracle 
And withal, we hear, that there is order given for the 
ships to stay a fortnight; so it should seem matters aie 
not altogether so forward as we expected. 


Bev Joseph Head to Sir Martin StuteviUe 

Christ Coliege, June 21, 1622, 

A gentleman, one Mr. James Elliot, (as I remember) a 
servant of the prince, and lately letumed fiom Spain with 
my Lord Carey, about Thursday, being in our town, le- 
ported, that afore his coming away he desired to kiss his 
highness’s hand ; and being admitted, desired his highness 
might not stay long in that place, saying it was a danger- 
ous place to alter a man, and turn him for himself in a 
short time had perceived his own weakness, and was almost 

^ Father m-Uw 
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turned. The piince asked wherein he was turned* He 
answered, in his religion “ What motive had you *” quoth 
the prince, “ or what hast thou seen that should turn thee *” 
“ Marry,” quoth he, “ when I was in England, I turned 
the whole Bible over to find purgatory, and because I 
could not find it there, I believed there was none. But now 
I am come into Spain, I have found it here, and that your 
highness is in it : whence that you may be released and 
delivered, your highness’s servants, who are going to para- 
dise, will offer unto God there our utmost devotions.” 

This, Dr. Travers told me, who was with the gentleman. 
Mr. Wren writes, that we have great cause to thank God 
for the prince’s constancy in religion, whose liveliness and 
courage therein they, his chaplains, do admire, and that as 
he ever had a worthy conceit of my lord marquis, so he 
finds him likewise to be such in this respect. I hope all 
IS so indeed, yet not from the authoiity in his letter ; for 
a man may easily guess what letters they must write, who 
are awed both there at their writing, and heie for deliver- 
ing. God send our piince home again . for the forenamed 
Mr. Elliot told, suh ngillo, some suspicious passages, as that 
the pnnce daiest not farther them, by intimation afar off, 
to expiess his desire or will to be gone, as fearing to be 
denied ; but passeth all by compliments and such like. 

The lord marquis, as is talked, bath had in the Spanish 
court some cheek of late, for forgetting himself so far, as 
to intimate a dislike of the slowness of their despatch; 
whereupon Olivares was sent to the piince to tell him, that 
the lord marquis must consider how great a prince the 
King of Spam was, when he came to speak into his 
presence ' 

Mr. Wren hath also this passage . “ There is no such 
matter here as you talk in England, that the marriage 
should be finished , for there is not yet so much as a match 
concluded.” 

^ Buckingliam took advantage of the king’s dotage to carry himself, not only with 
great insolence towards the English ambassador, the Earl of Bristol, bnt to treat 
with gross indecornm seveial illnstrions personages of the Spanish court, which 
ultimately excited both displeasure and remonstrance fiom the King of Spam It 
IS impossible for the reader to imagine the foolish and offensive fondness of James 
for this man, unless he peruse their correspondence during this ill advised expedition, 
— See Leltei s of the Kwgs of England^ vol ii 
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To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, June 20, 1623 

Yesterday sennight, (June 12) in the evening came, hither 
from Spain, Sir Francis Cottington and Mr. Greisley, with 
news of no marriage yet, nor certainty of any at all, as it 
seems. One of them brought a private letter unto one, 
wherein is related, that the prince had on Saturday before, 
(which was to-morrow shall be three weeks or a month) 
received a peremptory answer, that the lady might not be 
married till after Easter next. It was therefore in his 
highness’s choice to stay there till then, and so take her 
away with him, or return home again. And the next day 
after, his highness, the second time, had speech with her 
since the first time, on their Easter on our Palm-Sunday, 
which IS strange wooing. But on Wednesday came the 
Lord Rochford, with other news, that the marriage, forth- 
with, is again presented, so that we yield to all that they 
demand. 

Upon the coming of the two former, Cottington and 
Greisley, the fleet was stayed until answer came from 
Spain, to letters sent hence on the last Lord’s-day, (June 
] 5) at night, by Sir William Ciofts. It is true, that there 
hath been gieat disorder and miscarriage aboard the fleet, 
by the popish insolent gentlemen, in so grievous manner 
interrupting prayers and singing of psalms, that the ma- 
riners could scarce be stayed from throwing them over- 
board to feed haddocks. Yet his majesty hath piously 
appeased all by forbidding the mass, with all iireveient 
carriage and interruption of prayers, or singing of psalms, 
commanding the continuance thereof twice a-day. It is 
also said the Lord Morley is recalled thence. 

On Monday, (June 16) the extraordinary Spanish am- 
bassador came from Dartford, overland, to Greenwich, 
wheie, m the presence chamber, he had a banquet ; and 
after that had audience, and delivered hisletteis, and then 
came to the Strand, to Exeter House, where the street was 
full of coaches and people The next day, he rode to see 
the new chapel, building at St James’s. 
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Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, June 27, 

I have no more time but to wrap up my news. 

Ml Long, but newly appointed bachelor m divinity, was 
this week cieated doctor, as jihus nohhs, with such dis- 
taste of the regents, that they hummed when he came in. 
They say, it was a stolen eongiegation, and yet he got his 
grace but by three votes ; and the regents have appealed 
and presented against his creation, as against statute, 
which hath heretofore been expounded, that by fhus 
nohhs is such a one who had either paient honourable. 
But valeht factum, and all will come to nothing, I think. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, July 4. 162^ 

For the Spanish business, things seem still far ofF. On 
Saturday, at ten in the forenoon, as our fleet passed by 
Dover, towards Plymouth, there to re-victual, arrived there 
a gentleman of the prince’s pi ivy chamber from Spain, 
who said (either in truth or in jest, to content the people) 
that the piince would be here befoie the fleet would be in 
Spam; and wagers are laid here of his return hither tins 
month. 

There was, as is said, a commission granted unto the 
lord duke. Marquis Hamilton, lord tieasurer, the eail 
marshal, the lord chambeilain, and Mr. Secretary Calvert, 
to treat with the two Spanish ambassadois, as Viscount, a 
friar, and the archduchess’s agent But, it is said, they 
excused it, not having power to treat with any besides his 
majesty. Whereupon, they sent thence post Grimes towards 
Spam for other instructions and more ample authonty. 
This day sennight was a conference ^ begun, at Sir Hum- 
phrey Lynd’s, m Sheer Lane, near Temple Bar, where w'ere 
many present of quality, some of honour. It began be- 
tween Dr Featly and Jesuit Fisher, held five hours ; but 
Fisher would not answer one argument. Dr. Featly was to 

^ An account of this conference was publi^^hed by Dr Dame! Featly, m 1621, m 
quarto, under the title of, “ The Fisher caught m his own Net ” 



JAMES THE FIRST 


409 


show where was our Church before Luther ; and Fisher was 
wholly confounded as well as confuted. Dr. White ^ should 
have followed, to prove the Pope not head of the Church, 
against Jesuit Sweet ; but the Jesuits could not by any 
means be brought to buckle with him, though before they 
had given out he durst not dispute with them. It should, 
by consent, have held to-day again, but, on Wednesday, it 
was, from his majesty’s order, awhile forborne. Sir George 
Petre came in with the Jesuits to countenance them. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville, 

Christ College July 11, 1623 

I have been at Loft’s this week, at Sir John Mead’s, 
there to meet Mr. Coibet, the elder, and Sir John Corbet,® 
a new baronet, and his lady, which the mother hath been 
secretly working a good while, and with much ado, and, 
in a manner, without her son’s knowledge, and now at 
length against the opposition conspiied, to confront the 
papists, who caused him to be put out of commission 
We talk here much of a toleration, caused by the king 
to be propounded at council-table, where all voices were 
against it; and the judges being sent to by the council, 
gave answer that the king could not do it by the law and 
privileges of the kingdom ; which being i elated to the king 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, he swore bitterly, and 
asked how he should get his son home again ® 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Caoleton. 

London, July 12, 1623 

We are now in the long vacation, and the last terra 
brought forth little or nothing worth remembrance, saving 
the fining of certain poor carriers, m the Star Chamber, 
for carrying greater loads than is allowed by the king’s 
proclamation. We have Sir Giles Mompesson here again, 
and, as it seems, in statu quo pi ms ; for he begins to put 

^ Dr Francis White, Dean of Carlisle 
^ 01 Spronston, m Norfolk , created a baionet, July, 1623 
3 He should have thought of that before he sent him 
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Ms patents for alehouses, and the like, in execution, because 
they were not then abrogated and doomed by act of Par- 
hament, when he was driven to so foul a retreat, and had 
such shameful ballads and pictures made of him. But 
these aie the revolutions of the woild; and I would we 
might never see woise. 

The new seijeants have their writs, and prepare already 
for their great feast in Michaelmas term, having named 
Sir Thomas Finch for their steward; Sir John Hobart, 
comptroller; and Mr Hopton, marshal. I do not well 
know their number nor their names ; but, they say, that 
in all, old and new, they are five and twenty moie than 
they have been seen or can stand at that bar. Mr. Hoskins 
IS one of this call ; and George Croke was much graced 
by the king, at Greenwich, on Sunday was seveiiiiight, 
being knighted and made one of his seijeants. Mr. Noy, 
Thomas Crew, and four or five more, would not accept the 
favour, and so are left out. 

The Countess of Aiundel is now upon her return; for 
she hath sent her foierunners before, three Italian masaras, 
whereof one is a blackamoor, and a gondola, which I doubt 
will not so well brook our river, where tlieie is commonly 
so much wind. 

The Spanish ambassador is much delighted in bear- 
baiting. He was the last week in Pans Garden, where 
they showed him all the pleasure they could, both with 
bull, bear, and horse, besides jackanapes, and then turned 
a white bear into the Thames, where the dogs baited him 
swimming, which was the best sport of all. The King of 
Spain hath sent hither five camels and an elephant, which, 
going thiough the town this day sevennight, past mid- 
night, could not yet pass unseen 

We had a gieat tempest of thunder and lightning here 
on Wednesday, wherein a ship that carries live fowd and 
other choice piovisions for the fleet, had her masts and 
tackle torn and spoiled ; and three tray-makers, a man 
and two women, about Croydon, struck dead. 

Sir Thomas Roe hath taken great pains, and thought he 
had done a chef d'oemre, in concluding a truce or peace 
for our merchants with the pirates of Algiers and Tunis ; 
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but he is in danger to be disavowed, and all this labour 
lost, howsoevei it comes about, and we left to the mercy 
of those miscreants, who have already seven or eight 
hundred of oui able mariners, among whom many gunners 
and men of best service at sea, who, by this treaty, should 
have been delivered ; and their wives, kindred, and friends 
do so importune his majesty at all turns, that he is forced 
sometimes to give them hard usage, both in words and 
worse. 

The king came hither from Windsor on Wednesday ; on 
Thursday, after supper, went to Wanstead, where all the 
council hereabout are appointed to wait on him to-morrow ; 
and while he was here, there was some secret consultation, 
which is kept very close. 

On Monday, Peter Kilhgrew arrived out of Spain in nine 
days. All that can be got out of him is, that the prince 
is well, and wishes to be at home. The superscription of 
his packet was, “ To the best of fathers and masters ” 
Some say, he hath written to the Duke of Richmond to be 
a means, with the rest of the council, for his leave, which 
we are in hopes was sent by Sir William Crofts three 
weeks since. On Wednesday, came Grimes, gentleman of 
the horse to the Duke of Buckingham ; but what he brought 
we cannot learn ; only it seems to be some sudden altera- 
tion, and perhaps to sweeten some distaste. And now, 
lastly, on Thursday, Sir John Epsley’s man is come in 
seven days, who brings word they are entering into a new 
treaty that will be soon finished ; and that Porter shall 
come away shortly, laden, forsooth, with articles, and all 
good conditions. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, Jnly 38, 1623 

On Tuesday evening, from half an hour after five till 
ten (save there was, between seven and eight, thiee quarters 
of an hour intermissions), was the dreadfullest tempest of 
rain, lightning, and thunder, with terrible cracks, that ever 
I heard. Much hurt is doue by it; some slam; some 
houses overthrown, one in Garden Lane, by King Stieet, 
at Westminster, half the next house to it taken away, 
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Within which sat an old woman a-spinning, who had no 
huit, but her wheel broken all to shivers And the top 
vane over St James’s Gate, with the prince’s arms on it, 
all wnthen strangely, cast down , the lead of the turret it 
was on all right, and none of the other vanes touched. 

This was the night before the great council-day at 
Theobalds, where seventeen of the council met, going 
thither little before the tempest, but the Earl of Aiundel 
was absent, being gone to meet his lady, who, in her leturn 
from Italy, visited the Queen of Bohemia They sat from 
eleven till five, supposed to be about a toleration; or 
rather not executing the laws against the papists; and 
what his majesty is to swear unto the next Loid’s day to 
the Spanish ambassador, before the feasting of them. What 
was done, cannot be heard, only divers of their counte- 
nances were noted to seem much dejected when they came 
forth 

On Wednesday, at the Bermudas Conit, Sir Edwin 
Sandys fell foul upon the Earl of Warwick. The Lord 
Cavendish seconded Sandys, and the earl told the lord, by 
his favour, he believed he lied. Hereupon, it is said, they 
rode out yesterday, and, as it is thought, gone beyond sea 
to fight 

It 18 said the prince wrote to the lord duke to be a 
means to further despatching of the last w'eek’s messenger, 
Mr Grimes, who should no sooner airive at Madrid, than 
his highness would be ready to put foot in stiiiup home- 
wards 


John Ghamberlmn, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, July 26, 162^ 

The judges, before they went their circuit, were admo- 
nished by the king to deal favourably with the papists, 
except they found them tuibulent and seditious. The 
lords lieutenant have no more the naming theii deputies 
in every shire, the king having lately resumed and reserved 
that point to himself. 

The old Countess of Bath^ died this day fortnight; and, 

1 Elizabeth, daughter of Franus Russ^ell, Earl of Bedford 
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two days after, the new eail, her son,^ married a sister of 
the Lord St. John, of Bletso About ten days since, the 
Earl of Arundel went away m great haste to visit his 
eldest son, sick of the smallpox, at Ghent, and carried a 
physician with him. 

The last week, the Earl of Warwick and the Lord Ca- 
vendish fell so foul at a Virginia, or Bermuda’s court, that 
the lie passed and repassed, and they are got over to try 
their fortune ; yet we do not hear they are met : so that 
there is hope they may return safe In the mean time, their 
ladies forget not their old familiarity, but meet daily, to 
lament their misfortune. The factions in these two com- 
panies are grown so violent, as Guelfs and Gebellines were 
not more animated one against another , and they seldom 
meet upon the Exchange, or in the streets, but they brabble 
and quarrel so that, if that society be not dissolved the 
sooner, or cast in a new mould, worse effects may follow 
than the whole business is worth. 

Our old acquaintance, Mr Pory, is in poor case, and in 
pnson at the Teiceras, whither he was driven, by contrary 
winds, from the north coast of Virginia, where he had 
been upon some discovery, and upon his arrival was 
arraigned, and in danger to be hanged for a pirate. 

Our East India Company was at a low ebb, but is now 
somewhat afloat again, by the arrival of three ships, richly 
laden. But I hear a whispering that the Spanish ambas- 
sador hath a meaning to arrest them, upon the business of 
Ormus. 

Those two ships of the king, that went toward Aberdeen, 
have sent for more help, because the Hollanders are too 
strong thereabout ; and order was once taken^ that four 
more of the fleet about Portsmouth should go for that ser- 
vice ; which, if it should go on, I could wish the Dun- 
kirker were fired, by some chance or other, and so an end 
made of it, rather than such a fire should be kindled among 
us as would not safely be quenched. 

Here was a sore tempest of thunder and lightning the 


* Edward, sixth Baron Fitzwarme, and second Earl of Bath His first wife waa 
Dorothy, daughter of Lord St John his second, Anne, daughter of Sir Robert 
Lovet, of Liscombe, in Buckinghamshire He died m 16 % 
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1 5 th of this month, that did much harm in divers places, 
specially about Westminster, where it spoiled and defaced 
two or three houses ; and at St James’s it beat down a 
piece of a tower, with a clock, melted the bell, and earned 
away a vane with the prince’s aims ; and not far off, a 
gardener was stricken dead, and divers otheis blasted. 

The loids of the council weie sent for to Theobalds, the 
16 th of this month, to be made acquainted wnth the articles 
concerning the Spanish match; wheie, it is said, theie 
was some sticking upon points of religion, specially by 
the Scottish lords ; but it was answered, that it was not now 
to be disputed what was of convenience, but what was of 
necessity, the prince being in their hands, and the king’s 
children despoiled of thtir patrimony, which was not to be 
recovered but by this means, or by a bloody and uncertain 
war, and setting all Christendom together by the ears. So 
that, in effect, this was not so much a matter of council, 
as a preparative for what they weie to do on Sunday, 
when there was great doing at Whitehall, the Spanish am- 
bassador being to be feasted, and the king took his oath 
to observe all the articles agreed upon ; which weie lead 
by Secretary Calvert m Latin, and lasted almost an hour. 
I have not seen noi heard much of them, but one among 
the rest, that the infanta is to be allowed twenty-four 
priests, which are to have, as it were, a bishop over them, 
and not to be any way subject to our laws ; that she is to 
have the education of her children till they be ten years 
old ; with many other points, concerning her jointure, and 
favourable toleration toward the Roman Catholics. But I 
will not omit one thing, told me by three several persons, 
that saw it; that the ceremonies being ended, and the 
anthem sung, when the bishop began the prayer for the 
king, the ambassador’s confessor, or Jesuit, that stood by 
him, within the traverse, slapped on his hat, and so con- 
tinued all the while, though the king and ambassador were 
there. The feast was plentiful, and the ambassador as 
gallant and gaudy as your Venetians ; but none of our 
people made any show, saving Mr Gage and the Earl of 
Carlisle, who had a rich suit of black taffeta, with gold 
pearl. The lord chamberlain was absent, by reason of a 
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sore fit of the stone, which he hath been troubled with 
ever since His brother Montgomery supplied the place. 
After dinner, all the council, to the number of twenty- 
nine, I hear, were sworn to see all those articles performed, 
to the best of their power. 

That afternoon arrived the Lord Andover out of Spain, 
with news, that all was in good forwardness there ; that 
the match was to be published, and she proclaimed Prin- 
cess of Great Britain on their St. James’s day, and the 
contract solemnized and effected upon ours, with great ap- 
plause and rejoicing. It is given out that the prince, wearied 
with so long delay, had packed up, and was upon coming 
away, when the King of Spain came to him, and so all 
contioveisies were accorded between themselves ; inso- 
much, that the king propounded to have all despatched 
upon the prince’s owm word and promise for peiformance 
of all that was agieed. But it was thought better to have 
a double string, and not neglect our king’s oath ; for that 
the prince might pretend he was not master of himself, 
being in their power. 

Now, the next that was expected is the Lord of Denbigh, 
who is to bring word when the contract is passed ; but I 
hear that late yesterday came Clarke with one hand, who 
brings word that the contiact is deferred to the six or 
seven and twentieth of the next month, that they may be 
certified, and have assurance of the king’s promise and 
oath, which was to be sent away by Sir Francis Cottington 
on Monday or Tuesday last ; but I hear he is not gone 
yet, the cause of his staying being, that he may see those 
bills of exchange discharged, to the sum of £l 6,000, 
which the prince took up of the ambassador’s provision, 
and which he brought from him. He doth likewise carry 
a commission to authorise the prince to conclude and con- 
summate the marriage, and another commission for the 
Duke of Buckingham, Earl of Bristol, Sir Walter Aston, 
and himself, to assist him with their advice and counsel, 
and to finish whatsoever shall seem wanting and fit to the 
perfecting of the business ; which is now in a fair way, 
specially if the prince be so far engaged in affection as is 
repoited. And yet, when all is done, I will not believe 
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but there must go more words to the bargain, though the 
common speech be we shall have them all heie before 
Michaelmas I wiite you the sura of all I heai, that you 
may settle your judgment hereafter. 

Since I begun this letter, I hear the young Lord Mal- 
travers, the Earl of Arundel’s son, is dead, and that the 
Loid Cavendish is stayed in Sussex, near the seaside, and 
so could not get over. 

On Monday, the king began his progress, and knighted 
Sir Randolph Cranfield, a lame bi other of the loid trea- 
surei’s, who, of a mean merchant, is become master of the 
Mint The king is now about Andover, and means to 
keep the 5th of August at Salisbury 

Your nephew Caileton, on Monday last, married the 
Lady Cotton, a fresh widow, at Chiswick, and kept their 
wedding dinner in a tavern at Putney. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Str Martin Stuteville. 

Cambridge, July 29, 1G23 

Mr Don, who came fiom London last night, tells me, 
that at the time of the great tempestuous storm on Tues- 
day, there fell wonderful great hailstones, in two or three 
several places in Kent, of the bigness, some of them, of 
tennis balls, as a gentleman affirmed to him, who saw 
them, but I believe not they were all so big Some will 
enlarge great matteis. The lords of the council almost 
all, save two or three, stand stiff against the proposition 
of a toleration My Lord of Canterbury affirmed, that he 
would lose his life lather than ever give consent to it 
That the king was angry, and said their obstinacy would 
make him do worse. I cannot learn what the king swore 
on Sunday to the Spanish ambassador. Some say, he 
swoie to do his best to procure a disannulling of the law 
against Papists by act of parliament, some otherwise. 
Mr Wren is said to wiite to the vice-chancelloi, that their 
song in Spain is, “Woe is me, that I am constrained to 
dwell in Mesech, or have any habitation in the tents of 
Kedor,” but forbear to write any particular, but intimates 
that all IS not as should be 
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To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, August 29, 1623 

On Wednesday sennight, at Delft, in the English bouse, 
the Earls of Essex and Warwick feasted the Queen of Bo- 
hemia, whereof her cousin, Duke Christian, of Brunswick, 
was also present. The queen, next day aftei, was deli- 
vered of her fifth son. She hath sent Sir Francis Nether- 
sole, her secretaiy, into Spain, to visit the prince, and see 
how his highness doth. 


Dr Meddus to the Rev Joseph Mead 

London, September 5, 1623 

Mr Fatnaby, the schoolmastei, who came hence (from 
Delft) hithei this week, said yesterday, in my hearing, that 
Biunswick’s loss was far greater than spoken of; that the 
duke, sitting at . did continually sigh so, that he was 
heard all over the room, and greatly exclaimed of his 
countrymen, the Germans, wishing himself weie none , 
and the queen, at a fright by the pages drawing their 
swords and striking one another in the boat, as she was 
going back into the Hague, was delivered about a month 
before her time. 

Worthy Dr. Sutton,^ of St. Mary Overy’s, whom the 
Papists and priests much hated, and, as was said, formerly 
practised his death, coming from Newcastle by sea, is said 
to be cast away in Yarmouth sands , whom as all well 
affected bewail, so the popelings greatly rejoice at it. 

Yesterday came out printed a Jesuitical, shameful de- 
vice, of the biith of theii Antichiist, at old Babylon, with 
teeth ; spoke perfectly after the eighth day of his birth ; 
is twice as high as an ordinary man ; doth the miracles 
Christ did ; hath many followers, and kills all that will 
follow him.® These popish tricks and practices, I hope, 

^ Thomas Sutton, D D , a native of Bampton, m Westmoreland, and educated m 
Queen's College, Oxford He was at first lecturer of St Helen’s Church, m Abing- 
don, in Berks, and minister of Cutham, near that town, and at last lecturer of St 
Mary Overy, m Southwark He was diowned 24th August, 1623 — Woody Aiken 
Oxon , vol i , p 479 
2 The election of a new Pope 
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will rouse us up to bestir ourselves more devoutly and re- 
solutely, as I doubt not but you do at Cambridge ; and 
what our Master Oxford doth, you may peiceive by this 
letter of Dr, Pndeaux to myself, as follows — 

“Good Mr. Doctor — It is tiue, as you wiite, devotion 
is more seasonable now, than talking of the Chuich’s 
miseiies The Papists here and eveiywheie assault and 
insult upon our brethren in the ministry. I have pio- 
posals every week, from one place or other, to affront their 
impudence But God, I trust, will maintain his own 
cause, and draw good out of their evil Jesuit Fisher hath 
been lurking about Oxfoid, to ensnaie such stragglers as 
discern not his net , but by no means he will be known to 
any one that is giounded, who much desire to have a bout 
with him. My comfort is, that this overture of con- 
nivancy hath roused up our men to be moie resolute and 
earnest. Popeiy was no more eagerly preached against 
than now amongst us by oui best men. So that, if there 
were a toleration, (which God foibid) the popelings would 
rather lose than gain by it, for their impunity allowing 

them too lightly I trust, should so uncase them, that 

they should easily [discern] a regular physician from a 
vaunting mountebank.” 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

London, September 24, 1623 

We had here, four days together, a rumour which much 
troubled us, though it could not be known whence it rose, 
as if the prince, having been three days on his journey, 
were remanded back to Madrid, and that the new Pope 
had confirmed the dispensation ; which was doubtless 
some Popish rumour For on Monday, a pursuivant, sent 
by Mr. Secretary Calvert, to find out the ground or author 
of it, was with five or six that had spoken of it, and at last 
it was denied and mistaken. 

Dean HalD preached worthily and spoke home last 

'Joseph Hall, D T) , Dean of Worcester, and afterwards successively Bishop of 
Exeter and Norwich 
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Lord’s Day, at Theobalds, before his majesty, on this text: 
“ Buy the truth, and sell it not.” — Piov., chap, xxiii , 
ver. 23. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, October 3, 1623 

It IS these two or three days held for an undoubted truth 
by letters from Sir Francis Nethersole, who came from the 
prince at St. Andero, written at Pans in his return home, 
towards the distressed queen that sent him, that the 
prince came to St Andero this day three weeks, on 
Fiiday, the 12th of September, being exceeding glad that 
the fleet was come thither, which lay two or three leagues 
off the slmre But going on board in a shallop, he was in 
very great danger, the wind being opposite, and rising 
very hioh on a sudden, and also being benighted, yet at 
last (God be thanked '), though with much ado, by the 
light of a lantern, got safely aboard , but no sooner were 
all the men got out into the ship, but the shallop by the 
winds was dashed in pieces against the ship’s side. 

The Lord’s day following, being September 14, the piince 
aboard feasted the Spanish grandees ; but, at their depar- 
ture, he excused his bringing them ashore, resolving, as he 
said, not to leave his ship till he came home. Mr. Greisley 
stays at St. Andero till the wind turn, and he sees the fleet 
under sail, and then is to post overland, in case the wind 
might turn again. 

Sir Harry Mildmay, master of the Jewel House, was, 
for a few days, in some question confined to his chamber, 
and his oflSce sequestered, about some words concerning 
the lord treasurer ; but he is again restored, and all well 
again, as I hear. 

Mr. Dean Hall, on Sunday sennight, was at Theobalds ; 
so, likewise, did Mr. Whiting worthily the last Sunday at 
Hampton Court : his text, “ Remember Lot’s wife.” But 
the ill hap was, his majesty came not abroad, whereupon, 
though many thanked him much, yet some others went 
expressly and accused him unto the king, whom the 
Spanish ambassador, as it is said, seconded ; they having 
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been, Wednesday naormng, long private with liis majesty 
all alone, the doois on all sides shut But yet, I hope, he 
will come off fairly, when his majesty hath lieaid the 
sermon read, which yesterday he was to deliver up to my 
Lord of London, to carry it to the king. 


Bev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuiemlle. 

Chnst College, October 11, 1623 

I shall not need to tell you the piince is come, and at 
Royston The news came to oui vice-chancellor on Mon- 
day forenoon. Our bells rung all that day, and the town 
made bonfires at night Tuesday, the bells continued 
ringing. Every college had a speech, and one dish more 
at supper, and bonfires and squibs in their courts; the 
townsmen still continuing to waim then stieets in every 
corner, also, with bonfires, lest they should not be merry 
when we were Wednesday, the University assembled in 
the forenoon to a giatulatory sermon, at St Maiy’s , lu 
the afternoon, to a public oration The close, at night, 
was with bonfires, drums, guns, fireworks, till past mid- 
night, all the town about. 

I can tell you no more yet, for we have not yet received 
this day’s letteis from London, and the comt will tell us. 
The prince hath got a [beard], and is cheeiful; the mar- 
quis, some conceive, not so. We hear nothing of the 
match at all, but we are sure yet the infanta is not come. 
How the king and the new come home guests greeted at 
their meeting, it is not yet public ; and it seems it was 
performed in private To-morrow, all our doctors, and 
many besides of our university, go to court, to present our 
book of verses. 


To the Rev Joseph Mead. 

^ London, October 24, 1623 

Dr. Whiting is freed of his confinement, and hopes, at 
his majesty’s coming, to be discharged of his suspension. 

Our fleet should have wintered at Portsmouth, with 
express terms to have been the readier at the spring, to 
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have gone to fetch the lady infanta As also letters from 
Madrid, which I saw, say they were in consulto to piepare 
for her journey at the beginning of March to the seaside, 
when our fleet should come for her. But before that older 
came, the fleet was gone from thence, and is now, two days 
ago, come to Chatham, I believe Not yet that Spain 
intends any match, or ever did, nor, I hope, do we now 

As heretofore, our Leigeis here fiom Spam, Taxio 
Castor, Zamga, and Gondomar were men of discourse foi 
projection , so now, they having projected, we have now 
come hither three ambassadors extraordinary already, and 
a fourth from the archduchess, the Castellane of Antwerp, 
daily expected. All four of them, as also most of their 
followers, being men of action and expert for the wars, I 
much fem" then intention is bad ; and the rather, because 
it IS affirmed and believed, that the King of Spain’s sub- 
jects have yielded him the greatest contribution that evei 
was heard of, even seventy millions of reals, which is 
above twenty millions of pounds sterling, and is pretended 
to be for the subduing of the Hollanders, but is doubtless 
for the subduing and destroying of those they call heretics. 

The two “ Gallo-Belgicus” were called in 

before I could get them. It is said they contained foul 
and untrue matter concerning out sovereign’s speech to the 
lords about his purpose in sending of the prince into Spam, 
as also of his approving of the Romish religion. 

Yesterday, was the sergeant’s feast in the Temple Hall, 
fifteen being called, each paying ^600 to the king for it, 
besides their charges Sir Francis Finch and Sir John 
Hobart were stewards. Sir John Jackson, of Lincoln’s 
Inn, should have been one, but died yesterday of the 
spotted fever (as is said), whereof many die in two or 
three days’ space The names of some of the new made 
sergeants are, Mr Oroke, Crew, Davenport, Branston, 
Byng of Grandchester, and our recorder. Sir Heneage 
Finch. At night they came to Paul’s, where the dean^ 
preached upon 1st Tim , chap i., ver 8 “We know that 
the law IS good, if a man use it lawfully ” 

^ Sir John Donne 



422 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


John (Jhawherlmn, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carletoti. 

LondoD, October H, 1623 

Besides field sports abroad, we have always good com- 
pany within doors, and such plenty of parti idges as I have 
seldom seen ; which is the more to be wondered at, seeing 
we seek to spoil them in the nest, or rather before, when 
our curiosity and delicacy is of late pioceeded so far that, 
in the spring time, partridges with eggs is the only dish 
in fashion 

On Monday, a very foul, rainy day, the prince came by 
Ware, but stayed not more than to change his coach. He 
landed at Portsmouth on Sunday, in the afternoon ; came 
that night to the Lord Annan’s, by Guildford, and the 
next morning, before eight o’clock, hither. He landed at 
York House, whither he sent for the council that attended 
him at Whitehall ; and after dinner went towards Royston, 
not admitting the Spanish ambassador’s unreasonable de- 
mand of audience. I have not heard of more demon- 
strations of public joy than were here, and every where, 
from the highest to the lowest ; such spreading of tables 
in the streets with all manner of provisions, setting out 
whole hogsheads of wine and butts of sack, but specially 
such numbers of bonfires, both here and all along as he 
went, the marks whereof we found by the way two days 
afterwards, is almost incredible ; besides what was done 
elsewhere, and all over, insomuch that at Blackheath there 
was fourteen loads of wood in one fire And the people 
were so mad with the excess of joy, that, if they met with 
any cart laden with wood, they would take out the horses, 
and set cart and all on fire. A number of other parti- 
culars I could set down, too long to relate ; but, among 
all, there being solemn service in Paul’s, the singing of a 
new anthem was specially observed, the 11 4th Psalm: 
“ When Israel came out of Egypt, and the House of Jacob 
from the barbarous people.” But, above all, the certain 
condemned prisoners had the best hap, and most cause to 
rejoice, who, being on their way to Tyburn, were reprieved 
by the prince coming in the very nick 

I can tell you nothing of their reception at Royston, but 
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that the king going down to receive them, they met on 
the stairs ; wheie, the prince and the duke being on their 
knees, the king fell on their necks, and they all wept. 
That night, a post was despatched for the Duchess and 
Countess of Buckingham, and the Lady of Denbigh, to 
come next day to Royston 

The prince was seventeen days at sea, and in his passage 
had the fortune to part a fray ’twixt four Dunkirkers and 
five Hollanders. There is an ambassador come along with 
him of the house of Mendoza, and we hear of anothei 
Spaniard coming from the archduchess, so that it seems 
they mean to hold a council table here. 

Matters are still kept so secret, that we know not what 
to judge of the match. The king, at his last coming in 
town, treated alone with the Spanish ambassador more 
than a whole hour together, nobody being admitted into 
the room The prince, at his coming away, bestowed 
^1 2,000 on the officers that attended upon him, besides 
jewels presented to the king, queen, infanta, and other 
great men and women of the court, to such a value as I 
cannot easily subscribe to.* 

The Duke of Buckingham’s carnage in all the business is 
much applauded and commended ; and sure, if it were alto- 
gether as IS reported, it was brave and resolute. The 
Count Oliveira and he parted but upon indifferent terms ; 
for he only told him that, if ever it were his chance to 
come where he had to do, he would not fail to requite 
him. The Earl of Bristol and Spaniards give out, that, if 
it had not been for his impatience, the marriage had been 
consummated before Christmas Day 

Sir Fiancis Cottington is left behind sick, and in a 
relapse. Howsoever, they have found him faulty, they 
complain, and had no good opinion of him, so that he is 
like to be discarded from the prince’s service; and Sir 
Albert Morton is in some hope to succeed him. Tobie 
Matthew is come home with the prince, and we hear of 
some encounters ’twixt him and Archy in Spam, wherewith 

^ Jaine<5 had squandered the crown jewels on Bnclimgham and his son at a most 
extravagant rate. 
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he was so much distasted, that once at dinner he was fain 
to forsake the table. 

You have heaid of Sir Henry Mildmay’s poor carriage 
in a business touching my loid treasurei, which was so ill 
handled, that they say he was baffled in it, both backwaid 
and forward, which I am the more sorry to hear, for that 
I hold him a pioper, fine gentleman. 

Dr Hall made a neat seiinon of late at Theobalds, 
but Dr Whitmg' went further, and dealt more plainly, at 
Hampton Court, for which he was convented before the 
council, and in danger to be committed; but he hath 
passed it over with being suspended from pieaching. I 
send here a bitter rhyme against the Dean of Christ 
Church,® for his flattering verses sent into Spain, which I 
piesume you have seen ; if not, they aie scant woith the 
inquiring after 


John Chamberlmn, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, October 25, 1623 

We have here but a sad season, by reason of the con- 
tinual wet, and as dull a time hitherto, saving that it was 
somewhat quickened on Thuisday, by the sergeants’ feast, 
honoured with the presence of the French, Venetian, and 
States’ ambassadors ; with all the council and great men 
about this town. I have not known so great a call for 
number ; though, for other abilities, they are thought to 
come short of many, or most that went before them. Sir 
George Croke, Sir Heneage Finch the recorder, Thomas 
Crew, Davenport, and Hoskins, are the prime men ; the 
rest of the fifteen being of little note or name. In the 
forenoon, they went dabbling on foot and bareheaded, save 
their beavers, to Westminster, in all the rain, and after 
dinner to Paul’s, where the dean^ preached, though it 
were six o’clock before they came ; and, that all might be 
suitable, their feast, though otherwise plentiful and mag- 

iJohn Wbiting, DP , rector of St, Martin’s Vmtry, and vicar of Ham, m 
Essex See note I , p ^54 

® Pr Richaid Corbet sj)j. Dynmj 
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nificent, was so disordeily peiformed, that it was rather a 
confusion than a feast. 

The poet Owen’s monument in Paul’s begins to seive 
for a pasqum to any merry or malicious companion that 
fastens daily some odd rhyme or other foolish paper upon 
it. And it is doubted there will be some further disgrace 
to it in time ; for it is much maligned, as an honour far 
beyond the man’s merit Among many other bold rhymes, 
I send you here one that was thought to be the cause that 
the lord keepei’s name was blotted out the last week from 
under the epitaph, parm tell statua est, w'hich you had 
from me almost a year since. 

Tobie Matthew was knighted at Royston, not long 
since; but for what service God knows. I hear Sir 
Edward Herbert, our ambassador in France, is nothing 
gracious *there ; and that they make means to have him 
removed 

We talk of two men-of-war of Holland cast away • the 
one a very good ship, on the coast of Sussex, that had 
but 30 men saved out of 120 that were in her, the other 
near Harwich, with less loss. On Tuesday, a ship of good 
burden, bound for the Stiaits, was filed by mischance, or 
rather negligence, in the Thames, and burnt down to the 
water. 

Here is speech of a general pardon to come foith shortly, 
such as was at the coronation ; which should seem to be 
the forerunner of a parliament, thougli others interpret it 
otherwise The making of a number of men barons is 
likewise spoken of, to raise money. 

It was appointed, that the ships that brought back the 
prince should stay at Portsmouth, and be new rigged 
against the spring. But, before the order came, they were 
come away to the Downs, where, they say, two or three of 
them are preparing to carry over both our dukes, to christen 
the Queen of Bohemia’s young son ; but some doubt is 
made of the Duke of Buckingham’s going 

The king is expected here about Thuisday, and the 
Tuesday after, the Duke of Buckingham feasts the Spanish 
ambassadors at York House ; which is thought to be done 
rathei p ‘)0 forma than e.v ammo. It is said, the king 
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hiinself will be there, which is moie honour than any of 
our ambassadors, or the pnnce himself, could leceive in 
Spain ; so jealous are they of their state and gravity. 
But sure, if there were no wiser than myself, I could wish 
that we might deal with such supercilious people lege 
talioms, and mete to them in their own measure 

Our courtiers, and others, that were in Spain, begin 
now to open their mouths, and speak liberally of thecoaise 
usage and entertainment, where they found nothing but 
penury and proud beggary, besides all other discourtesy ; 
insomuch, that even the Romish Catholics complain of 
Gondomar, who was their idol lieie, that he used them as 
bad as the rest. And this journey hath wrought one un- 
expected effect, that whereas it was thought the Spaniards 
and we should piece and grow together, it seems we are 
generally moie disjointed and further asunder in affections 
than ever Besides the good it hath done in religion, by 
laying open their gross ignorance and superstition, not 
only in their public and ordinary practice, but even in 
those that pretend, and would seem learned. And this 
event might be added to those other examples of Plutarch, 
de uUhtate captendd ex imimcis 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, Wednesday, October 29, 162d 

The last Lord’s day, in the afternoon, at the French 
ambassador’s house, at or close to Hunsdon House, in the 
Blackfnais, there preached, after vespers, a priest of great 
esteem amongst the papists, who had been twice a Pro- 
testant, his name being Diury, but went by the name of 
Bedford. The priest, as is said, then inveighing against 
us, and wondering God showed not some fearful judgment 
upon us , even then the floor wherein they stood, being 
three stories high, fell down, the weight whereof broke the 
next floor below it, being the confession-room , and it is 
like had also broken the third, but that it was arched. 
In the forenoon, there had been 700 persons at mass ; but 
now, at this time, but about 400 of several qualities, 
English and Irish, of which 20 weie priests Of these, 94 
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are known to be slam ; besides some secretly carried 
away ; and many very sore hurt, bruised ; legs, arms, 
shoulders, and backs, broken Amongst the dead were 
fifteen of note and rank, eight priests, some ladies, as 
Webb, Hutton, &c. The preacher had his brains dashed 
out, and his bowels crushed out. The day of this acci- 
dent is remarkable in a double respect, both because it 
was their day for electing priests (perhaps to signify their 
kingdom is near the end), and also, being their 5th of 
November, according to the Romish calendar, to put the 
living of them in mind that, as on our 5th of November, 
they would have blown up and overwhelmed our whole 
state, so now, on their 5th of November, some of them- 
selves are overwhelmed in exprobation, both of the intended 
fact, and^their falsehood, in discharging it from being theirs, 
but a practice of our state, as Matthew Kellison does. 

For the manner the great main beam of sound oak 
broke in the midst, to show it was God’s own hand (espe- 
cially having borne the weight in the same foienoon of not 
much less than double the number), and not any hand of 
man; though Dr. Price, a popish physician, stuck not 
falsely to say, that the Puritans of Blhckfriars had done 
It, by unpinning thereof. The roof and sides stand still 
fair 

There were many above 30 carried to the Spanish 
ambassadoi’s, and there buried : the rest were buried in 
the two courts of Hunsdon House — 47 m one pit, and 
1 6 or more m another pit ; and a priest crossed and be- 
sprinkled them, pronouncing them martyrs and saints in 
Heaven, yet no dirges made for them. The ambassador 
provide stately crosses to set over them, if he be suffered. 
Some of them that escaped, lamented they were not mar- 
tyrs with the rest. Others, who came of curiosity, say, 
they will come no more to any such place Yea, and 
some papists say, they will be no longer papists, but Pro- 
testants. God grant both of us to make good use thereof ' 

It is said, there be about 40 m the Star Chambei, 
for staying in and about the city, contraiy to his majesty’s 
proclamation And here is also speech that, after these 
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are censured, there should be paidons granted for all 
penal naatters, to them that will pay for them. 


A Relation of the fall of the romn at Blackfriars, in which 

Father Drury the Jesuit was preaching. Anno 1623 , 

October 26 , stylo vet., November 5, stylo novo. 

On Sunday, about three of the clock in the afteinoon, 
in a large garret, being the third and uppermost story of 
a high edifice of stone and brick, over the entrance into 
the French ambassador’s house, in Blackfriars, London, a 
multitude of people were assembled to hear one Drury, a 
Romish priest, preach in the English tongue. 

The garret, where they were assembled, had a passage 
leading into a close, by the outward gate of the French 
ambassador’s house, but without that gate By this outwaid 
passage, men and women had recourse to the priest, day 
after day It had, also, another passage to it, out of the 
French ambassador’s withdrawing chamber, next to his 
bedchamber. These two passages met in one before they 
came into the gariet There was but one floor into the 
garret. The garret, at the door, was about twenty feet 
wide, and about thirty feet long At the farthest end from 
the door, theie was a new partition of slit deal, set up to 
make a private room therein for one of the piiests. There 
were, also, adjoining to this garret, othei rooms, wherein 
sundry priests lodged 

The people being assembled, as aforesaid, Drury the 
priest came into the garret, with a surplice girt about 
him, and a stripe of scarlet lying over both his shoulders. 
One with a book and an hourglass followed him. About 
the midst of the garret, at the side over against the door, 
was set a chair and a table. Drury, coming to the chair, 
kneeled down with show of some private devotion, ivhich 
was not long Then nsing up, he stood with his face 
towards the people, crossed himself on the breast, and the 
man iihich folloi^ed him, giving the book into his hand, 
he opened it and said, tEat the gospel for the day was in 
the latter end of the xviiith of St. Matthew, and so read 
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the parable of forgiving debts, Matthew, c. xviii , v 2, 3, 
which being read, he set down in the chair, and put upon 
his head a red cap, having a white one under it, turned 
over the border of it. He read no audible prayer before 
sermon, nor after the division of it. Some of the better 
sort of hearers had chairs and stools to sit on , many 
women sat on the floor ; most of the people stood veiy 
thick together. 

After he had spoken something of the occasion of the 
parable, and propounded three points to be handled — 
1, the debt which we owe unto God ; 2, God’s mercy in 
forgiving it ; 3, man’s unmercifulness unto his brother — 
as he was speaking of God’s mercy, the middle and main 
summei, whereupon a great part of the floor of that garret 
rested, brake asunder about the midst of it, and suddenly 
the sumifler, with the floor and the people thereon, fell 
down The violence of the fall was so great, as it broke 
the summer, whereupon the floor of the chamber directly 
undei this garret rested ; so as that floor also fell, together 
with the forenamed floor of the garret, and the people 
upon a third floor of the French ambassador’s fore- 
mentioned withdrawing chamber, which was supported 
with arches of stone, and where they lay. The distance 
from the floor whence they fell, to the floor wheie they 
lay, was about twenty feet in depth. The garret was 
longer than the chamber under it ten feet. No more of 
the garret than was directly over the chamber fell, which 
was about twenty feet square. They that stood on that 
end, where the forementioned partition was, fell not, but 
breaking a hole through the wall into the next room, 
escaped. The summer of the uppermost floor was about 
a foot square In the place where that summer broke, 
there were on each side a mortise-hole, whereunto the 
tenons of two beams were put over against one ano- 
ther, so as there was but three inches of timber betwixt 
those two moitise-holes; and the timber in that place was 
knotty, which made it more suddenly snap asunder. The 
summer of the floor of the chamber immediately under 
the garret was more massy • it was fourteen inches square. 
It broke nearer to an end than the other summer did. 
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There was neither mortise-hole nor knot in the place 
wheie it broke It was rent farther and more shivered m 
breaking than the other was. No part of the roof imme- 
diately over the garret fell, nor any pait of the wall, but 
only the two floors. 

Of the people that fell, some escaped without any harm 
at all ; others were biuised and wounded, but not moi- 
tally ; otheis came out with life, but died either a few 
houis or a few days after. We hear many that died of 
the hurt they received by that fall, though they went from 
the place with life The greatest numbei of them that 
fell died in the very place, being either mortally wounded 
or bruised. Of those that were taken out stark dead, many 
were conveyed away that veiy night, for on Sunday night, 
when they fell, there were told ninety-one dead corpses ; 
but on the next day morning, when the coroner and his 
inquest came thither, there could be found no more than 
sixty-three. Among these weie two Romish priests, 
Drury and Rigeard. It is supposed that Rigeard was in 
the room immediately under the garret, for he was seen to 
walk there a little before the sermon began, and he was 
found among the dead, yet was he not observed to be at 
the sermon. Whether any company were in that middle 
chamber with Rigeard or no, I cannot yet learn. The 
Lady Webb, the Lady Blackstone’s daughter, and Mrs. 
Udall, being slain, they were earned to the Spanish am- 
bassador’s house (viz , Ely House, in Holborn), and there 
buried in the back courtyard. The Lady Blackstone her- 
self was sorely hurt : whether she be living or dead 
I know not. Captain Summer’s wife and her waiting- 
woman were buried in Blackfnars, according to the order 
of the Church of England . she in the vault under the 
church, her woman in the churchyard. In the forecourt- 
yard of the French ambassador’s house was digged a great 
pit, eighteen foot long and twelve foot broad, into which 
were cast forty-four corpses, most of them wrapped up in 
a sheet, but many of them with their head, face, breast, 
thighs, and legs, all bare, but only their shirt upon their 
body. Porters, laboureis, and poor women, brought them 
to the grave without any bier or coffin, one taking a 
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corpse by tbe hands, and by the legs. There was another 
pit made in the garden of the French ambassador’s house, 
wherein other corpses were buried. Mr. Straker, a Scot, 
and Mr. Bartholomew Bavin, were buried in St Biide’s 
parish There were buned in St. Andrew’s, m Holborn, 
VIZ. — Robert Sutton, John Lochom, and Abigail Halford. 


Rev Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, November 8, 1623 

I send you to-day, besides the Corranto, a double No- 
vella to the ordinary intelligence , the other a special and 
particular narration of the lamentable accident at Black- 
friars I have seen two or three letters written this week, 
since Tuesday, all constantly affirming, that at the time 
the floor *fell, the priest being to speak of God’s mercy in 
forbearing the debts of sinners, took us heretics as an 
example, whose horrible blasphemies and persecutions 
sufficiently might argue the long sufleiing of God. And 
here it seems, by way of amplification, fell into an invec- 
tive against us, not a whit forbearing to revile where God, 
he thought, forebore to punish. But the particular I send 
you, speaks no word of it, or his sermon discourse, but 
only says he was about the second point, speaking of 
God’s mercy, when the floor fell. And indeed the author 
of that relation, as he is very accurate in every circum- 
stance, so seems to affect an historical ingenuity m relating 
all things, so as not any way, by any speech or passage, 
to censure the accident, or to give judgment one way or 
other, so much as by intimation. Only by his dating the 
time in the old and new style, he seems to intimate some- 
thing to be marked, if it were not added by another. I 
know not the author • it was sent me from Mr. Chaderton, 
whom since I spoke not with. 

I saw a letter this week from Madrid, dated Septem- 
ber 80, which tells, that the great joy and acclamations in 
Spain at our prince’s coming, proceeded not from a delight 
they took in so rare an adventure of a prince of his qua- 
lity, but of hope, they conceived, of his coming to offer 
himself to be made a Catholic. But having caused many 
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solemn processions, and other such public ceiemonies, to 
■win and alluie him to a liking, when they saw no altera- 
tion at all m him oi his, yea, and that the English scarce 
carried themselves reveieiitly at these sights, nor in their 
churches could conceal the deiision of their hearts, the 
case was much altered, and they much troubled , so that 
wheieas at his coming all things weie leady, save the 
coming dispensation, which was also looked for ; yet they 
fell again into new delays, out of new scruples and ques- 
tions, to the prince’s no small discontent, who was very 
eager of a contract and despatch, and very impatient at 
these new delays; till at length the junto of divines 
coming to agieement, the marriage was declared. After 
which the prince had often access to the infanta, but 
always m public, and the King of Spain piesent. Never- 
theless, because thiough the death of one Pope, and sick- 
ness of another, the dispensation came not — it was no 
contract ; neither (saith mine aiithoi) did his highness 
seem to desire it. Only the King of Spain at the parting 
took an oath to some matrimonial capitulations, at which 
[the prince] seemed well satisfied 

The author, in the beginning of his letter, said, that 
some things he would relate, others but point at, and some 
only intimate, having not, as he said, that freedom to 
write, which his friend might, with more security and 
liberty, inquire of those who returned with the prince. 
Now what intimations this first eagerness and impatience 
of the prince, but, after his often access to the infanta, a 
contrary coldness, to be content with further delays, you 
may try whether you can espy it. I read that letter once 
over, after the first time, to see where the intimation might 
lie, but could find none but what I have related, where 
the author is likewise very quick, only speaking, and no 
more. 

He tells also, that my Lord Digby yet treats, but very 
closely, having often access to the infanta ; that Sir Francis 
Cottington is recovered, not only of his sickness but of a 
relapse , that there is a junto appointed to consult about 
the infanta’s affairs ; and, saith mine author, we hope all 
Will be made ready for her coming away at the spring. 
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The letter, by the compliments, should be written to 
one of some place, and it is very contrived for words, 
mannei, and beauty He tells, that my Lord Marquis 
Buckingham and Olivares paited very heartily, and is 
something long m the particulars He tells, that the 
prince gave the queen the greatest crown pearl in the 
world. 

The king, we say, came from Royston to Theobalds on 
Thursday night 


To the Rev Josejpli Mead. 

London, November 14, 1623 

On Wednesday^ evening last, in Broad Street, began a 
teriible fire iii Sir William Coekaine’s® house, amongst 
his hemp and flax, which he, as is said, not sulfeiing help 
at the fiiSt to come in, in a few houis consumed down to 
the ground his whole house and thiee more, and occa- 
sioned the mining of about sixteen others The loss is 
estimated at least ^30,000 or j640,000, or more. Much 
more hurt was feaied, the wind being so high, and east, 
but that it turned north only till the vigour was passed. 
Some helpeis are burned, some killed, some hurt 

Mr. Camden died on Sunday® last, and on Monday next 
shall his funerals be here at Westminster.^ 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, November 15, 1623 

There is a book of the Blaokfnars accident, entitled the 
“ Fatal Vespers,” which is affirmed to have been penned by 
a Catholic, and for want of license was at first called in. 
When I read it, it seemed strange to me that a Catholic 
should make so full narration; yea, to mention some things, 
which, if he had left out, he could not have been blamed, 
as not being necessary to a full narration — as that it was 
November 5, new style ; that the preacher was inveighing 
against Protestants. I am told there is another book 
since it, which discovers him, but I have not seen it. 

* November 12 See Stowe’s General Chronicle of England, continued by 
Edmund Howes,’' p 1035 Edit Load , 1631 
^ Lord mayor of London m 1619 3 November 9, at Chislehurst, m Kent 

^ He was buried there November 18 

VOL II ¥ F 
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I understand, the strangest thing in the fall is accounted 
the breaking of the second floor, whereupon the upper 
floor being broken into halves, and the second floor forcing 
them, they both turned over, just as the two parts of a 
larking net, and so overwhelmed those which till then were 
upon the floor, and not under it. 

On Wednesday, between nine and ten at night, began a 
lamentable fire at London, at Sii William Cockaine’s bouse, 
at the back side of Gresham College. When my friend 
took horse at the Bull, by Bishopsgate, at two o’clock on 
Thursday afternoon, it was still burning, though mastered. 
All Sir William Cockaine’s warehouses, infinitely stored 
and rich, utterly consumed, and nothing, in a manner, 
saved , and some thirty houses more, many of them of the 
richest meichants m the city. The blame is laid upon Sir 
William Cockaine, who, when the fire began, rudely forbid 
and shut out those who came to help, thinking by those of 
his own house to have mastered the fire, and saved his 
goods from filching hands, till all was undone, and no man 
able to come near. The people make judgment of God 
upon him, for undoing the city, as they say ; but others 
are burnt, as well as he. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin StutemUe. 

Chnst College, November 21, 1623 

There hath been with me often the last week and some 
of this, a Dutch doctor of law, once a concilim to the 
Prince Frederick, as the Germans call it. He was com- 
mended to Dr. Meddus by a noble counsellor (as he calls 
him) of the Prince Palatine, at the Hague, and by him, 
with like testimony, directed to Dr. Chaderton and myself 
to show him convenient favour in the University, which he 
came to visit. He told me he had been twice employed 
from his master to Bethelem Gabor, before the loss of 
Prague ; that, in that time, he had thrice seen him receive 
the communion after the Calvinist’s form. 

I talked much with him about his master ; our opinion 
of his want of courage, and other imputations. He stuck 
not to tell me, that we in England had some set on work 
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on purpose to disparage him, but were cowards, &c. , and 
he told me some such things of letters and other passages, 
which I dare not let this paper know. I may tell you 
hereafter what conceits the Germans have ; for I got much 
out of him, if he told me all true, whereof I doubt. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, November 21, 1623 

On Tuesday last, at night, my Lord Duke of Bucking- 
ham feasted the king, the piince, and the Spanish am- 
bassadors, at York House, where it is said there were 3000 
dishes of meat. . . ,in which, they say, the duke and prince 
themselves were. They were up till three o’clock in the 
morning, at which time his majesty went to bed there. 

The prince, whilst he was in Spain, was so well enter- 
tained by the king and his confessor, that they both called 
him heretic to Ins face, which he bravely disproved, and 
being granted to see a church in Madrid, though he entered 
bareheaded, yet, because he would not bow down to the 
host, where they said Christ was, they forced him again 
out of the church, and if he had made the lesser haste 
back, they would have thrust him out by head and 
shoulders. This and much more the prince told Dean 
White ’ on Sunday night, as he since told me. 

On the same Saturday, as also again on Monday, the 
dean was again with the king, about his book,® which he is 
to set forth ; the Bishop of St. David’s® being present, who, 
as also the Bishop of Winchester,^ had peiused it over, 
and not altered one word. But the king, as he was turning 
over the leaves, by chance espied the word Idolatry, 
which he by all means wanted to have put out, but the 
dean would not. The king said it should ; the dean still 
persisted, until the Bishop of St. David’s humbly besought 
his maj’esty it might stand ; and so it doth. And, if no 
new impediments come in the way, we shall have the book 
ere long. 

^ Dr Francis Wbite, Dean of Carlisle 

2 Hb reply to Jesuit Fisher's answer to certain questions propounded by King 
James, printed at London in 1624, fol 

® Dr Laud ^ Dr Andrews 
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John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, December 6,162S 

If Sir George Goring be with yon, as we say he is, for 
he went hence this day sevennight, yon are snfficiently 
informed of all that is here current, for he brings it fiom 
the well-head, whereas we are diiven to draw onr intelli- 
gence by bye-channels, which many times alter both 
colour and taste. Yet he could not tell you of the arrival 
of Rivas, the Spanish courier ; for he came not till Sunday 
in the afternoon, with news that the Queen of Spain is 
brought a-bed of a daughter ; for which their ambassadors 
heie made bonfires that night, with other demonstrations 
of joy, as shooting off muskets and showing of lights at 
the top of their house and at the windows. But the French 
ambassador passed it over with a bare bonfire before his 
door the next day. Since the late mishap in the Black- 
fnars, he is removed, and taken the Lord Mandeville’s 
house, in Aldersgate Street, where he admits no more of 
our Romish Catholics to his mass or matins, nor will have 
no more to do with them : for, do them what favour or 
good oflGice he can, yet still he says he finds them all 
Spanish. 

Rivas brought likewise some private letters, that say the 
proxy or procuration left with the Loid Bnstol is de- 
livered ; and that the espousals were to be performed pre- 
sently, and had been then done but for this accident of the 
queen’s delivery This breeds much discourse ' but it is 
not believed, for many reasons and circumstances that 
make it improbable 

The Spanish ambassadors went to the king, at Theobalds, 
on Monday , but returned, as it seems, not so well satisfied 
as they were wont to be, which hath been observed m them 
in two or three former audiences, specially since Mendoza, 
who went away about a fortnight since, nor Mexia, that 
went hence this day sevenmght, could obtain to be de- 
hvered or landed at Dunkirk, which they much insisted 
upon, and the latter spoke to the king himself, who told 
him he should be set safely at Calais, an indifferent place. 
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not far off, and that he had no reason to give fmther dis- 
tastes to his old friends, the Hollanders, nor enter into 
new disputes with them. But a day or two before his 
departure, he uiged it again by Secretary Conway, who, 
bringing back the same answer. Van Male, the agent, told 
him it was not the king’s answer, but his own Whereto, 
the secretary replying little or nothing but scorn, Mexia 
said he was soriy he should relate to his lady, the arch- 
duchess, that the king was afraid to displease the Hol- 
landers Wheieto the secretary rejoined, that, in a just 
cause, they should find his master neither afraid to displease 
the Hollanders, nor those who called themselves their 
masters I hear that Mexia hath been very peremptory, 
insomuch, that, being referred to the council m some busi- 
ness, he told them he found how they were bent ; but, for 
their owB part, they weie ready to entertain friendship or 
otherwise They made divers motions to have private 
audience of his majesty, and that the Duke of Buckingham 
should not be present But, for aught I hear, they were 
fain to make their objections to his face One thing, among 
the lest, they complain much of, that my Loid of Buck- 
ingham used the principal Walloons of Mexia’s train with 
such extraordinary courtesy and favour, soliciting them to 
discontentment, and telling them he marvelled how so 
brave a nation could endure the Spanish tyranny ; but, if 
they would help themselves, they should not want other 
help. These things go abroad , but how truly, I know 
not. 

Our papists of Cheshire and Lancashire being called upon 
for certain payments and debts to the king, for recusancy, 
had recourse to the Spanish ambassador, as their mediator, 
upon whose motion the king gave order those payments 
should be respited till our Lady-day, when his pleasure 
should be further known. But I hear those gentlemen are 
sent for by pursuivants, to answer their doings. 

Theie is a crew or knot of such people discovered, who, 
under colour of good fellowship, have made an association, 
and taken certain oaths and orders devised among them- 
selves , specially to be true and faithful to the society, 
and conceal one anothei’s secrets, but mixed with a numbei 
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of other ridiculous toys, to disguise the matter ; as having 
a prince whom they call Ottoman; wearing of blue or 
yellow ribbons m their hats or elsewhere ; having certain 
nicknames, as Tityre^tu, as such like, for their several 
fraternities; and many other odd conceits, the bottom 
whereof is not yet discovered, though divers of them have 
been examined, and some committed, as one of the Wind- 
sor’s, and a few others. Most of them are young gentlemen 
who use to flock to taverns, thirty or forty in a company. 
This combination began first in the Low Countries, in the 
Lord Vaux’s regiment, and hath since spread itself here to 
the number of eight score already known What mischief 
may lurk under the mask, God knows. But sure they are 
confident, and presumed much of themselves to carry it 
so openly. Whether upon this occasion or no I know not, 
but there is order taken that the pensioners shall Be better 
appointed and better mounted ; and when they nde with 
the king, to be furnished with a pair of French pistols. 

We long to hear out of Spam how matters stand there ; 
for howsoever the balance seems to incline from them, yet 
the former earnestness, and some late speeches, that it 
should be a match in spite of all the devils in hell, and all 
the puritans in England, hold us in suspense, though they 
say a parliament is assuredly agreed upon ’twixt this and 
Easter. 

How the Lord Digby hath carried himself in the busi- 
ness I cannot learn , but sure the Duke of Buckingham is 
much animated against him, insomuch that I know where 
he said to one of that family that, though he wished him 
well, yet he loved him the worse for the name sake, which 
grew odious to him. And yet the king, since the prince’s 
return, knighted young Sir Everard ^ Digby, son to him 
that was a prime man in the powder treason. And about 
the same time, Sir Thomas Crew, the new sergeant, of a 
quite contrary faction. 

The last week, the Lord of Buckingham invited himself 
to Mr. Freeman’s,® one of the new sheriffs, who, because 
his house is little, and the prince expected, made the en- 

1 Probably Kenelm Digby, knighted atHmchinbroke, October 28 

2 Ralph Freeman 
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tertainment at Merchant Tailors’ Hall, where the provi- 
sion was great, but the company no more, in a manner, 
than all my lord’s kindred hereabout, and most of the 
Walloons, whom he feasted likewise at the Duchess of 
Richmond’s, and the Lord of Carlisle’s, with dancing and 
revelling, in all these places. Yet some superstitious people 
like not so well of this meeting at Mei chant Tailors’ Hall, 
though it be by mere chance, as a place of late ominous. 
Some whispenng there is of threatenings and plotting 
attempts upon his person by the papist faction, as the only 
enemy and hmderer of their so much desired match ; hut 
whether it be so indeed, or given out for some other end, 
is made a question. But the truth is that priests and Je- 
suits swarm here extraordinarily, and are grown so bold, 
that if any of quality, men or women, fall sick, and have 
any frienfls or kindred that way affected, under that colour 
they will find access to them and use persuasion, which, 
whether it prevail or no, if the party die, they will find 
means, though they be past sense, to anoint and cross 
them, with such other ceremonies ; and then give out they 
were theirs, and won by them, as I have known in divers, 
that pertained no way to them 

Here is a contagious, spotted, or purple fever, that 
reigns much, which, together with the smallpox, hath 
taken away many of good sort, as well as meaner people ; 
as, Sir Henry Baker, Sir Edward Stafford, usher of the 
prince’s chamber, Sir Thomas Jermyn’s eldest son, and 
divers others Yet many escape, as the Dean of Paul’s is 
like to do, though he were in great danger 

On Wednesday night, the Countess of Warwick was 
carried out of Holborn, to be buried in Essex, by more 
than two hundred horse, all with torches, and above three 
score coaches, among whom were both the duchess’s ; and 
the Duchess of Richmond’s tram was earned up by Mrs. 
Anne West, and the young lady Killegrew. 

Francis Mitchell, that was unknighted the last pailia- 
ment, should have been at the Star Chamber the last day 
of the term, for complaining of their proceedings there, 
and scandalizing the Lord Coke, and Sir Dudley Digges, 
in a petition to the king. But a seasonable sickness, that 
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took kirn a day or two before m the Fleet, reprieved him 
for that time. 

The lord marshal is in hand with such another business, 
of degrading a baronet, one Harris, of Shropshire, for 
baseness, and other bad qualities. But the fellow stands 
so well to the tackle, both by pleading, and bringing an 
injunction out of the Chancery, that after three days’ hear- 
ing in the Lord Marshal’s High Court, they are no further 
than when they began, and the cause defeired to another 
day. 

It was doubted, this week, the great seal should have 
been taken from the lord keeper, and given to the Lord 
Mandeville, or lord president, who is ready to receive it ; 
but it should seem the lord keeper is like to hold out his 
three years, if not longer. 

Sir Henry Wotton is come, and went yesteiday to 
Theobalds, though the king he looked for here this day. 
Sir Isaac Wake was contracted, the last week, to his long- 
beloved mistiess, with a very handsome and pithy collation, 
made by his brother-in-law, Mr Wilkinson ; though they 
mean to be married very shortly, for the license is ready. 

I do hear, for certain. Sir William Becher is provost of 
Eton ; and that the grant passed the seal yesterday. I 
know not whether I wrote the decease of the Lady Wallop ; 
or that the Lady Stukeley, with tending her son, took the 
infection so strongly that she was at the last cast, but is 
now upon recovery , though she be pitifully peppered, and 
in danger to be shrewdly disfigured. 

I send you here the inscription of a pillar that is to be 
set up m the place where the King of Spain and our prince 
parted ; wherein the Duke of Buckingham is quite for- 
gotten, as if he had been none of the company. 

The masque, at York House, were not worth the send- 
ing, hut that it IS so free from flattery 


John Chamherlatn, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, December 20, 1623. 

Sir Horace Vere is come, but I have not seen him, nor 
heard any thing by him, noi of him, moie than that there 
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was a sorrowful meeting. Yet the next day after his arrival, 
the wooing, that had been so long adoing, came to con- 
clusion, and Sir Isaac married his mistress, and lay there 
that night; hut yesteiday, removed to a house he hath 
taken, not far off, in St. Bartholomew’s. 

The last of November, Sir Edward Howard, a younger 
son of Lord Suffolk’s, married a daughter of Sir John 
Butler’s The marriage was kept at York House, and 
made chiefly upon hopeful conditions ; the Lord of Buck- 
ingham professing that he will not only be an uncle but a 
father unto them. The prince came thither after suppei, 
and lodged there. 

The Countess of Sussex died the last week ; and her 
greatest care in leaving the world was, that her lord 
should not marry his concubine, that was one Shute’s 
widow, 'and sister to the Lady Meauty’s, that was the 
Lady Cornwallis But neither the Lord of Holderness, 
nor the Lord of Canterbury’s diligence m sending of pur- 
suivants, could prevent it ; for the next day after his lady’s 
decease they weie married. And, though he could make 
her none of the greatest or richest, yet she is become an 
indifferent common countess But the strangest match 
in mine opinion is, that Allen the player hath lately 
mairied a young daughtei of the Dean of Paul’s,^ which, 
I doubt, will dimmish his charity and devotion towards 
his two hospitals 

Peter Killegiew came out of Spam the last week, having 
been but four and twenty days in going and coming; 
which, the short days and ill weather considered, is 
thought somewhat extraordinary diligence Yet Greisley, 
that was despatched after him, overtook him in less than 
three days They both relate that they came in good 
time , for the match was in great forwaidness, and ready 
to be solemnized , for the scaffolds and other public pre- 
parations were set up and in order, so that their coming 
was taken for a great affront, as if it had been d, point 
nomm^ to forbid the bans It is said to be very unwel- 
come news to the Lord of Bristol, who, it seems, hath set 
up his rest upon it. He is daily decried more and more ; 

^ His first wife, Joan, died on the 28th ot the piecedmg June 
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and here goes up and down a kind of relation made some 
seven years since, when he went extraordinary ambassador, 
that discovers him and his vanity more than I could easily 
have believed of a man esteemed of his wit and judgment. 
And how many disgraces and indignities he swallowed, to 
bring his own ends about, without regard to his master’s, 
his country’s, or his own honour. It is thought to be 
written by Sir Robert Phillips, who imparted the sub- 
stance of it, by letters, to the last Bishop of Winchester, 
Montague, and he to the king. If it had been believed. 
It might have saved a great deal of labour and cost, which 
hath been not so well spent, but for the experience we 
have had by it, which cannot be too dear. And fairly, if 
things fall out as we expect and hope, God’s providence 
IS wonderful over us, to turn that to our good which, in all 
appearance, was so contrary both to our religion and 
state. The mention of this business brings to my mind a 
discourse I have heard of, written by Fulgentio, of 
Venice, about this match, and sent to some ambassador 
or friend of his in France. Some that have seen it, 
commend it ; and perhaps you may find means to come 
by it 

The king went back to Theobalds on Thursday, and 
will not return till Chiistmas-eve. He came hither this 
day sevennight, half against his will, and sat in council 
more than once. 

We have a whispering that the junto, or commission for 
foreign affairs, shall be somewhat abndged in number; 
for, though they are sworn to secrecy, yet some things are 
found to be vented and come abroad, that were better 
kept close. The appearing of Sir Robert Mansell, that 
had been long under hatches, the thronging of sea cap- 
tains to the court, the sending of Sir Robert Anstruther 
into Denmark, but specially the Lord Kensington into 
France, under colour of a private compliment, make us 
suspect there is somewhat a-brewing; and withal, the 
papists hanging down their heads, that were so brag of 
late, that the Lord Arundel of Wardour, a busybody, made 
means to the king that he might be their agent in court, 
as those of the religion have theirs in France. 
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There was some nnkindness of late between the lord 
treasurer and the Lord Arran, or Murray, about a small 
matter of impost, for two tun of wine. 

We talk of some alterations toward, but we commonly 
outrun the constable, and mint more news than the 
Tower doth money. As that the Lord Kelly is going for 
Scotland ; that the Lord Kensington shall have his place, 
though the Lord of Anglesey pretend firmly for it ; that 
young Montague, the lord president’s eldest son, shall be 
captain of the guard, though it went by voices Sir George 
Goring should have the appointment; that Sir George 
Blundell aims to be lieutenant of the Tower, though one 
Telwell, some time a mercer, then a page of the bed- 
chamber, and now a knight, is hkest to carry it. Other 
removes are spoken of, which, perad venture, may turn out 
all alike.* 

I may not forget that the Lady Hatton is said to have 
bought Britain’s Burse, or the New Exchange, of the Lord 
of Salisbury, for ^86000, and means to make it her dwell- 
ing house I presume but the upper part, for the nether 
can be put to no better use than to make ^320 a-year 
rent, as it doth already, and more may do hereafter. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, January 3, 1623-4. 

The king came to town on Christmas-eve, and tarries, 
with much ado, till Thursday next. Most of the time 
hath been spent in daily consultations, which resolved, in 
the end, on a parliament to begin the 1 1th of February ; and 
Sir Randolph Crew is in speech to be speaker. The writs 
are ready to be set forth ; but I heard yesterday there is 
a stay made till further order. 

Before the parliament was fully agreed. Sir Edward 
Coke was sent for to the council-table, and told the king 
had a special use of his services m a commission into Ire- 
land ; so that he was willed to prepare himself to be gone 
within forty days. Being surprised with this sudden alarm, 
and pausing awhile, the council required his answer, which 
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he gave is few words, that he came not hither to answer, 
but to obey ; and, within two days after, went into Nor- 
folk to settle his affaiis Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir William 
Jones, and one Auditor Phillips, are joined with him in 
the same commission. It was since said, that the prince 
had laboured for his stay, and to save him from so hard a 
journey, in respect of his yeais, being three score and 
foul teen, and of some other construction that must be 
made of this employment. But, for aught I hear, he 
must go. 

The great expectation we had of alterations of places 
and oflBcers seems to be quite vanished, or at least sus- 
pended, till after the parliament 

Dr. Whiting, that was silenced for a sermon at court, is 
restored to his preaching, and with good words We 
talk of a proclamation, likewise, shortly to cofne forth 
against piiests and jesuits I piay God it be not too late ; 
though better late than never, which makes the papists 
hang down their heads, and look for no good for their 
turn this parliament And yet, they say, the match is 
not quite off; for Greisley went away two days since, 
with a new pioxy ; but, either they know not, or conceal 
their knowledge, that it is not to be performed till she is 
on ship-boaid, which God knows when it will be, whether 
ever or never For the Spaniards are said to take the 
late delay as a great affront, and say, they will hardly 
come m danger of such another The ambassador shows 
much passion, both of grief and anger , insomuch, that 
Inojosa complains greatly of both the favourites, who, for 
their own humours or interests, have marred so fair an 
alliance ; and was heard to wish that they had either of 
them a stake in their bieech ; and in a bravado, the other 
day, wished the Earl of Rutland to commend him to his 
son-in-law, and tell him they run both one course, which 
was, to hinder the match But the best sign of breach is, 
that I hear Greisley carried order to recall his lord and 
master, as well for other reasons, as that it seems Sir 
Walter Aston and he run contrary ways, and send several 
intelligences, without acquainting one another of their 
doings 
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The Lord Kensington is yet deferred for going into 
France; yet the Duke of Buckingham, the Lord Carlisle, 
and he, had had long conferences divers times with the 
Fiench ambassador, of late, which some construe to be 
rather to arouse the Spaniard, than for any serious or sub- 
stantial treaty 

On Tuesday last, the Earl of Oxford, after twenty 
months’ imprisonment, was released out of the Tower. 
The Lord Kensington earned the warrant, and conveyed him 
thence, after six o’clock at night, to the Earl of Exeter’s, 
where he lodged, and on New-year’s day married his 
daughter, the Lady Diana Cecill, with a portion of ^30,000. 
That day, aftei dinner, he went to the couit, and was con- 
ducted to his majesty’s presence by the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, where he found gracious acceptance, with good words 
and good counsel. The honour of w'hich business the 
Duke of Buckingham takes to himself, in good reason ; for, 
having undertaken it, he found it more difficult than he 
expected , which bred a whispering that his favour and 
foitune declined, it being observed that he had prevailed 
in little or nothing since his coming out of Spain. 

I wrote that Sir William Becher was Provost of Eton ; 
and, though I had it from a good hand that I presumed I 
might build upon, yet it seems the grant passed no fur- 
ther than the signet, or privy seal ; and he is yet where 
he was 

At this instant, Diestan brings me your lettei of the 
SI St of the last month , and yet I can add nothing more 
than that, two nights ago, a small vessel, that came fiom 
Dunkirk, and lay at Ratcliffe, was surprised by sixteen 
conscionable sailors, or thieves, that took away only a case 
of taffetas, a bale of black Naples silk, and a pack of linen 
cloth, of a great quantity of such like goods that were in 
her ; and when some would have had more, the major part 
urged it was enough ; and so went their way, and are not 
yet heard of. 

Here is much practising against the masque on Twelfth- 
night, and many meetings at noblemen’s houses in the 
afternoons; as yesterday, the prince, with the rest of his 
retinue, were at the Lord of Bridgewater’s, where they 
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had a great banquet, and afterwards went home to supper, 
as the usual manner is 

The writs for the parliament are sent away this day ; 
and I hear the Lord Coke’s journey is yet in question. 


John Chamherlam, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, January 17, 1623 4 

The masque for Twelfth-night was put oflP, by reason of 
the king’s indisposition, as was pretended ; but the true 
cause IS thought to be the competition of the French and 
Spanish ambassadois, which could not be accommodated 
in presence. And whichsoever of them were absent, it 
would sound to his disgrace : and so much the Spanish 
ambassador did intimate, upon notice that the French was 
first invited, and forbore not to say, that, among many 
others, they should take this for the most notorious affront. 

The king hath been of late so troubled with pain and 
weakness in his feet, that he looked little abroad ; but the 
council sat, in a manner, continually ' Yet he went away 
on Tuesday last to Theobalds ; on Thursday, to Royston ; 
and means this day to be at Newmarket, though his phy- 
sicians, and most about him, were against the j'ourney. 
But he IS so desirous to see certain new hawks fly, that he 
could not be stayed. 

Here is a Monsieur come from the French king, with a 
present of fifteen or sixteen cast of hawks, some ten or 
twelve horses, and as many setting dogs. He made his 
entry very magnificently, with all his retinue in very good 
order, and with store of torch-lights, which gave the more 
lustre to all this show, and to his own bravery, being, in- 
deed, very rich and gallant. His hawks fly at anything — 
kites, crows, pies, or whatsoever comes in the way. He is 
to tarry till he have instructed and inured our men to this 
kind of falconry, which had not need be long, being so 
costly ; for he and his train stand the king in five and 
twenty or thirty pounds a day. I have forgotten his 
name, though he be a baron. But the best reputation he 
hath is to be a good falconer. 

On Sunday, the Venetian ambassador had audience; the 
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French, on Monday ; and the Spaniards were with the 
king the morning before he went, and that so privately, 
that none were admitted till toward the latter end ; and, 
after a full hour’s audience and more, the prince was 
called, and, soon after him, the Duke of Buckingham. 
What passed is not known, but they were observed to 
come out very sad ; and presently the duke went to his 
bed; so that the duke went not with the king, as he 
meant to have done, his carriage being called back, but 
tarried till the next afternoon, when they both went toge- 
ther. In two or three days, the whole of the business 
suffeied great alterations, and the proverb, that Tottenham 
is turned French, quite changed into Spanish. For they 
are said to promise monts et meneiUes, and make so 
many fair offers, that we know not how to refuse them, 
they come so fast upon us • at first, to send the infanta 
hither in April, upon their own charge, with half the 
dowry in hand, and sufficient security for the rest; to 
leave matters of religion to the king’s own disposition ; to 
restore what they have in the Palatinate into the king’s 
hands ; and to join with him, both by treaty or arms, to 
recover the rest; with other advantageous conditions, 
which do stagger some of the council that were thought to 
stand fast, that the sway seems to go on that side. And 
surely, unless God set-to his helping hand, we are like to 
be earned away by these syrens’ songs, and suffer ship- 
wreck in calm and fair weather. But s'pero mehora, and 
I have some reason that I dare not brag of. I send here 
a copy of a letter I lighted on out of Spain, which will 
give some light how matters go there, and, to accompany 
it, there is another worth the money, if you have not seen 
it already. 

We shall soon see how matters will pass, if the parlia- 
ment hold : they have chosen their knights and burgesses 
already in some places ; as in Kent, where Sir Nicholas 
Tufton and Sir Dudley Digges thinking to carry it with- 
out contradiction, when it came to the election, Tufton 
was chosen; but when it came to Digges, Sir Edwin 
Sandys being named, though absent, earned it, either in 
truth or number of voices, or by partiality of the sheriff. 
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as IS pretended But if this be a tuck of Sandys, as is 
suspected, to save himself from going into Ireland, it will 
not serve his turn ; for, being employed by the king, and 
already in commission, under the gieat seal, he could not 
be elected, as is said. Besides, the manner being so sur- 
reptitious, and the ciy of his party, that Tufton was a 
papist and Digges a royalist, is very offensive, and is 
thought will incense the king more toward him ; which 
needs not 

His colleague. Sir Edward Coke, is likewise chosen for 
two or three places, as Coventry, Windsor, and I know not 
where else but he prepares himself to be gone, and took 
his leave of the king on Monday, and kissed his hand. 
The poor man sets a good face on it, and makes show to 
go cheerfully ; but, in secret, tells his friends he never ex- 
pects to see them again. Indeed, it is thought a hard 
journey for a man more than threescore and fourteen years 
old, and that never was at sea. 

Sir Isaac Wake is to go ambassador for Venice, with a 
large commission for all Italy, and to keep agents in Pied- 
mont, Switzerland, (the lesidence to be half the year at 
Berne, the other half at Zurich) among the Grisons, and 
elsewhere, as he shall find fit for the king’s service; and 
to have particular allowance for them, besides the ordinary 
enteitainment of 564 per diera, and ^400 a-year extraor- 
dinary ; so as he is to be a kind of ambassador paramount, 
or like an archbishop, with so many sufiiages. But all 
this IS to be presumed, if we fall off from Spain. But A^c 
labor hoe opus est For the King of Spam hath written 
to his minister, by all means, without regard of honour or 
dishonour, or any other punctilio, great or small, to con- 
tinue the negociation, and prohibited all Spain over, upon 
great penalty, not to speak or discourse disadvantageously 
of the match, or to say it is broken off. And yet, under- 
hand, they spread scandalous reports, both in Rome and 
all Italy, of the prince, to disable him ; of which practice 
of theirs notice is come thence, from good hands. 

Sir Robert Shirley, with his Persian wife, is come hither 
again, out of the clouds, I think ; for I cannot learn where 
he hath been all this while. But he requires audience, in 
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quality of an ambassador, which, I hear, is granted him at 
Newmarket, because he lies not far off, at his sistei’s, the 
Lady Crofton’s, which is the best retreat and means he 
hath here. 


Johi Chamberlmn, Esq , to Sir Diidley Carleton 

London, Februaiy 22, 162^ 4 

This term brought forth no greater matteis than the 
censuring of one Moore, an attorney, for speaking very 
lewdly and scandalously of Queen Elizabeth and Henry 
VIII. His judgment was to lose both his ears, imprison- 
ment during the king’s pleasure, and such like punish- 
ments ; which was executed accordingly this week in 
Cheapside, wheie he laughed all the while 

The last day of term. Sir Francis Englefield was 
fined likewise, in the Star Chamber, at jBSOOO, for 
touching the loid keeper with bribery. It was thought 
somewhat hard that such a cause should be de- 
spatched by bill and answer, in the compass of so short 
a term, and on the accusation of one witness. Sir Miles 
Sandys (for in effect it was no more) ; Sir John Bennet 
being already disabled as no competent witness, and withal 
coming under the colour of kindness to visit him in the 
Fleet, and so to draw him to some intemperance of speech 
Here runs np and down a proclamation, come out of 
Ireland, against Jesuits and priests, to avoid that kingdom 
within forty days, upon pain and peril may fall theieon 
It IS well said, if it may be as well done I would have 
sent it if I had met with a convenient messenger , as like- 
wise Dr Donne’s “ Devotions in his Sickness,” newly come 
abroad, wherein are many curious and dainty conceits not 
for common capacities, but surely full of piety and good 
feeling 

The parliament that should have begun the 12th of tins 
month was put off till the 16th; and then, by leason of 
the Duke of Richmond’s death, till the 19th. He died of 
an apoplexy in his bed on Monday morning. His lady 
takes it extremely passionately, cut off her hair that day, 
with divers other demonstrations of extiaordinary grief, 
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as she had good cause, as well m respect of the loss of 
such a lord, as for that she foresees the eud of her reign 

The king went to the parliament on Thursday, with 
greater show and pomp than I have seen to my remem- 
brance. I was so much and so many ways invited, that I 
could not refuse to go ; and, to say the truth, I went 
specially to see the piince, who indeed is grown a fine 
gentleman, and beyond all expectation I had of him when 
I saw him last, which was not these seven years , and, 
indeed, I think he never looked nor became himself better 
in all his life. The king made a veiy gracious and plau- 
sible speech, confessed he had been deluded in the tieaty 
of the match , but referring it now wholly to then con- 
sideration, whether it should go foruaid oi no, accoidmg 
as they should see cause, upon the piince’s and Duke of 
Buckingham’s relation It may be w'e shall have it in 
print, and, therefoie, I will leave the lest to the press, or 
to some other of your fi lends that can set it down better. 
Dr. Cary, Bishop of Exeter, pieached at Westminster at 
the opening of the parliaments ; and Dr. Halh yesterday 
at Paul’s, to the convocation. The show of the nobility 

was fail The youngest baron was Sir Gray, that 

married Sir John Wentworth’s daughter, who came newly 
out of the mint, his patent being scant dry. Ho was made 
at the suit of the Duke of Richmond, for his biother, the 
Earl of March ; hut when it came to the payment, Secre- 
tary Conway had j64000 of the money, till he had found 
another for himself, and then to repay it. The Earls of 
Northumberland, Hertford, the Lord Say, and the Lord of 
St Alban’s, weie not called ; oi, if they had writs pro 
forma, they were wished to forbear and absent themselves. 
Sir Thomas Crew, the serjeant, is chosen speaker, and is 
to be presented this day to the king. Sir Edward Coke is 
of the house, and the first day set them straight in a 
business wherein they were going awry. 

David Cecil,^ your kinsman, presumptive heir to the 
earldom of Exeter, shall marry Mrs. Smith, the Countess 

^Dr Joseph Hall 

2 Son and heir of Sir Richard Cecil, brother to the Earl of Exeter, whom OaTid 
Cecil succeeded m the title m 1640 
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of Exeter’s daughter, with 303000 present poition, and 
^200 a-yeai till she pays 302000 more. 


Str Dudley Carleton to John Chamherlain, Esq. 

Hague, February 24, 1623 4 

We have had here a winter war (as you will have heaid) 
not much unlike oui English boy’s play of bidding of base, 
for when Count Henry Vomdenbeig having crossed the 
Yssellinto the Velnure, he retired to his passage, and there 
stopt When his excellency understood of his making a 
halt, he stayed likewise, without going further. So as 
they did one another no great harm. 


John Chamberlain, Esq,, to Sir Dudley Caileton 

Loudon, March 20,1623-4 

I hear not yet of the book you mention, so that I cannot 
impart it to Sir Isaac Wake, who doth so ply the parlia- 
ment, that he is hard to be found. And it stands him 
upon, for his employment is at the stake to stand or fall 
as matters pass there, though he have received his letters 
and instructions, and lords it handsomely already. 

I would fain tell you some good tidings of the parlia- 
ment in geneial, but, in truth, I know not what to judge, 
for there be so many Spanish pavanes backward and for- 
ward, so many heats and colds, as are rather likely to tiie 
than keep them in breath. Yet I think there was never 
parliament better affected, from the highest to the lowest, 
to the good of king and kingdom. But diveis speeches 
and answeisfrom the king have had need of interpretations 
and explanations, which nevertheless are not so satisfac- 
tory, but that scruples remain ; and they are so wary and 
cautious on all sides, as if they were to treat with enemies, 
and in danger to be overreached.* Which makes me 

* James addressed his parliament m a marvellous humble key, affirming (most 
falsely, by the way) that in the affair of the marriage with the infanta he had never 
promised anything m favour of the Catholics, and deprecating any freedom ol 
speech touching himself or his prerogative The House, howevei, by this time, 
had acquired a pietty accurate knowledge of his character, and tieated him ac- 
cordingly 
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admire the wisdom or the fortune of the former time, when 
all things went faiily on in parliaments, without jealousy 
or diffidence Wheie the fault iS now I know not, but 
they aie veiy suspicious ; for having made large offers for 
the maintenance of the war, if the king would declare 
himself, he is not willing to come to that point, but, 
stiiking out wm , inserts, for the giand business in hand, 
which IS subject to diveis interpretations Neither will 
they be led away by Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir Dudley Digges, 
and Sir Robert Phillips, for they have so little ciedit 
among them, that, though they speak well and to the pur- 
pose sometimes, yet it is not so well taken at their hands, 
for still they suspect them to be favouiites, and hold them 
for undeitakeis Among some few others. Sir John 
Saville is still the same man. 

Here is much muttering of the coming of Padre 
Maestro, who passed thiough Paris a week since, and 
comes diiectly fiom Rome, where the Pope is said to find 
great fault with the Spaniard for managing his business no 
better when the piiuce was there, and would have the 
match go on again by all means , m whicli regard he will 
be content to dispense with his dispensation, in taking 
away the clauses that the Roman Catholics should have a 
public church in London and elsewhere, and wheresoevei 
the infanta is to abide Other offers are spoken of, which 
the Spaniards say are such, and so large, as cannot be 
refused. 

The Spanish ambassadors presently, upon any show of 
distraction or differences in these businesses, frequent the 
streets from the one end of the town to the other, with all 
then pomp, and, as it were, m triumph, and under colour 
of visitations to other ambassadors and friends. And how 
truly I know not, but it is said that many letters pass con- 
tinually ’twixt them and the court, by mediation of some- 
body near about the king, which are thought to hinder or 
retard many good resolutions. The marquis is held a 
cunning uegociator, though he have little or no nose ; and 
so much maligned, that there is a current speech, that he 
hath lost somewhat else of more importance since lus 
coming hither, and that made him more man : and they 
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are so confident and precise m it, that they name the very 
time of his circumcision to he the next day after Twelfth- 
day 

The Countess of Oliveira hath lately sent the prince a 
large present of provisions, and forty-eight gammons of 
bacon ; divers vessels of gieat olives, as many of olives 
without stones , a great quantity of capeis and caperoons ; 
many fiails oi tepuots of special figs, many sweet lemons, 
and three hundred weight of diied or uiidried raelicotons ; 
great quantity of other sockets and sweetmeats, besides 
forty-eight melons. All which, in thiee carts, was con- 
veyed into the riding-place or house at St James’, two 
days ago The prince nevei vouchsafed to see it, but, 
rewarding the messenger, left it all to the disposing of Sir 
Francis Cottington He never misses a day at the par- 
liament, ‘and is so careful to have all things go well, that, 
if any good fall, we shall owe it to his care and solicitation, 
and to the geneial good will and approbation of his vir- 
tuous disposition, as being noted fiee fiom any vicious or 
scandalous inclination ; which makes him every day more 
gracious, and his actions to seem more graceful than was 
at fiist expected And, in truth, his journey into Spam 
hath improved him so much, that it is a received opinion 
he concealed himself before 

I undei stand, since this morning, that the Lower House 
hath agreed to pay three subsidies and three fifteenths, 
’twixt this and November, if the king will declare him- 
self, and that they may have the managing of their own 
finances. But how the king will brook any such restiiction 
IS the question Mr Benjamin Redyard was the first that 
broke the ice, and being followed by thiity-eight otheis to 
the same purpose, that it should be employed to assist and 
support the Hollandeis, to furnish out the navy, to provide 
foi the security of Iieland, to make magazines of arms, 
powder, and other provisions, and, collaterally, for the 
recovery of the Palatinate. Sir George Chawoith was of 
a single and singular opinion, to yield the king two sub- 
sidies and four fifteenths for his own use, without troubling 
ourselves with the Low Countries, that had subsisted 
inoie than forty years of themselves, andweiejjk© to hold 
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out as mueli moi’e, for aught he saw This offer is to be 
presented to the king to-morrow; and withal both Houses 
are lesolved, by the mouth of the lord keeper, to clear 
the Duke of Buckingham of the imputations laid on him 
by the Spanish ambassadors, m their complaint to the king, 
that he had traduced and spoken scandalously of their 
master, in the grand committee’s confeience. 

I wrote, that Davy Cecil should marry the Lady Ex- 
eter’s daughter ; but that match was maned by the Lady 
Hatton, at the very upshot. 


John Gliamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudhij Garleton 

London, May Id, 1.621 

Sir Isaac Wake went away on Tuesday, in very fair 
equipage, without his lady. He spares her no cost, but 
lays it on with great ostentation, as well in liveries, flaunt- 
ing feathers, and the like, as in number of followers, among 
whom are six footmen, three or four pages, and gentlemen 
not a few If he keep on this course, I doubt he will 
leave his lady little better than he found her, if ho should 
chance to go before her. I had not been with him a long 
while, till the day before he went, upon some slight usage, 
which he excused, with many protestations and oaths, 
which he hath at commandment, and with divers messages, 
and two visits at my lodgings, though by good hap he 
lighted not on me ; so that I was content to be persuaded 
not to fall off too unmannerly 

On Saturday, came forth two proclamations : one, that 
all Jesuits and seminary priests should avoid the realm 
by the 1 4th of June the other, for restraint of warrants, 
for deer, in the king’s parks, forests, and chaces, by reason 
there hath been a great mortality, or murrain, amongst 
them this last winter. There is no question but, howso- 
ever the one speed, the other shall be truly and duly 
observed 

The Duke of Buckingham hath been sick about this 
sevennight, of a fever, the jaundice, and I know not what 
else; so that, besides other physic, he hath been thrice let 
blood at least. Yet the world thinks he is more sick m 
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mind than body, and that he declines apace. The king 
was with him on Satuiday night, from Greenwich, and, as 
I hear, dealt earnestly to reconcile him and the Earl of 
Bristol, of whom we hear little since his coming, but that 
he was willed to keep his house, but had otherwise gracious 
speeches from his majesty' He carries himself boldly; 
and, it IS said, there is a commission appointed to examine 
his business ; for into the parliament it must not come, 
because the pi nice hath showed himself a party 

The Lower House is much troubled about the disposing 
of their subsidies, the rather for that the clergy have 
absolutely granted the king four subsidies, to be paid in 
three years which, being contrary to the usual form, 
whicli was to go together in the same manner, breeds dis- 
taste and withal the nominating and placing of the 
council •of war, by whose wairant the money should be 
issued, IS not without dispute ; as first, whether Viscount 
Grandisori should precede the Loid Craven, and the Lord 
Biooke, which is overruled by the English barons, because 
they will take no notice of foreign dignities and withal it 
was said that the weight of an English baron was 0,000, 
whereas an Irish viscount was valued, and might be had 
for 501 500 Then Sir Edward Cecil, as son to an earl, 
carried it from Secretary Conway, though a councillor, 
and from Sir Horace Vere, his senior m service ; as like- 
wise Sir Robert Mansell from Colonel Ogle, in regard he 
had been a general at sea. 

The king came this way to Greenwich, on Ascension-eve, 
and made a speech to the Lords in favour of the lord 
treasurer, as is conceived ; though some say it w'as so am- 
biguous, that it might receive a contrary construction, for 
It began with mercy, and ended with judgment; and, 
among other things, said, this was the second example had 
been seen of a long time, of a man of his quality called in 
question. Bue in truth, without a great deal of favour, 
he could not have exercised the parliament now a whole 
month ; and howsoever the speech may be diversely con- 


1 Buckingham and Prince Charles deceived the House hv fallacious accounts of 
the proceedings at Madrid , and Lord Bristol, whose statements would have been very 
different, was kept out of the way, by command 
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strued, yet it is apparent the king took off a great deal 
from Mm, and laid it upon himself. He had many peti- 
tions to the Higher House, and was heard divers times m 
person, wherein he still carried himself rather audaciously 
than boldly, and so insolently and impudently in outfacing 
manifest truths, as if he fought rather to irritate than 
mollify his judges as on Tuesday last he made petition for 
fiiither time in lespect to sickness but the House, not 
willing to piotractthe business any further, sent two earls, 
two bishops, and two barons, with a physician or two, to 
see in what way he was, and to piotest to liiin that, if he 
came not that afternoon to finish what he had to say, they 
would pioceed to sentence Whereupon, growing im- 
patient, he said they dealt iigoiously and iinchristianly 
with him ; that having been baited all the day before by 
two mastiffs, meaning Sir Randolph Crew, and' the at- 
torney,^ who were appointed to charge him, would not 
give him leave to re-collect his spirits , and so coming at 
two o’clock held them till seven, with such saucy and 
malapert behaviour and language, that, had it not been for 
the prince, who interceded, they had sent him piesently to 
the Tower, But this morning he had his final sentence 
pronounced before the Lower House, by the lord keeper, 
to be prisoner in the Tower, during the king’s pleasure ; 
to lose all his offices, and be made incapable of bearing 
any in the commonwealth ; to pay ^50,000 ; not to come 
within the verge of the couit, nor ever to sit in parliament 
during his life; which is in a manner the same censure 
passed on the Lord of St, Albans. 

It IS marvelled they proceeded no further to degrade 
him upon so many just reasons ; but it seems he had great 
friends, and that not gratis, in the bedchamber. But 
seeing they have failed to crush him low enough when they 
might, he may live to be a pestilent instrument, and to 
crush some of them hereafter; specially if Brett, his 
brother-in-law, should come in request, as there is some 
whispering ; and a match ’twixt him and the Duchess of 
Richmond, who, it is thought, would do any thing to be 
the prime courtier again 

^ Sir Thomas Coventry 
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John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, June 5, 1624 

Sir Isaac Wake went away in Whitsun-week ; and had 
so fair a passage to Bolougne, that some that accompanied 
him there to dinner came back to supper at Dover that 
night There is great nearness and dearness ’twixt him 
and Count Mansfield, who, I hear, hath given him a coach 
with six horses, and they converse with extraordinary 
^freedom and familiarity He hath left his lady behind, 
who tells me she is to follow in August, but pretends such 
a tenderness of health and disposition, that she cannot 
allow herself less than ten weeks to leach Turin, 

Our parliament ended on Satuiday with the passing of 
three oi four and thirty acts, though divers were stopped 
that weife much desired. The parting were with no more 
contentment than needed on either side. The king spaied 
them not a bit for undertaking more than belonged to them 
in many matters ; and for answer to their grievances, 
which were presented in two very long and tedious scrolls, 
he said, that having perused them, he thanked God with 
all his heart, they weie no worse He gave them thanks 
for their care and charge toward his childien , but withal 
told them in a sort that they had given him nothing. And 
this was the course of his whole speech, to pay them in 
such coin. 

Though he passed the Bill for the sale of the Lord of Mid- 
dlesex’s lands, toward the payment of his debts, and laising 
of his fine, yet he said he would review their sentence, and 
confirm it, as he saw cause ; wherein he made good what 
he insinuated in a speech he had made in his behalf, that 
in such cases the nether House were but as informers, the 
Lords as the jury, and himself the judge giving them 
likewise to understand that he took it not well, nor would 
endure it hereafter, that they should meddle with his ser- 
vants, from the highest in place to the lowest skull in the 
kitchen. But, if they had aught against any, they should 
complain to him, and he would see it redressed according 
to right. 

1 Thib IS extremely characteristic of the British Solomon 
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The Lord of Middlesex was set at liberty, out of the 
Tower, on Tuesday, and continues yet at Chelsea. Some 
say he is to he confined to one of his houses in Sussex oi 
Hertfoidshire, But there goes a voice that he is in possi- 
bility, or rather probability, to be swoin a gentleman of 
the bedchamber, and then the world is well mended. It 
is given out (how truly I know not) that his deliveiy 
out of the Tower stood him in 386OOO ; and that he gave 
great sums to keep off this tempest, if it might have 
been 

Here is much canvassing about the making of captains 
and colonels for these new forces that aie to be raised to 
assist the Low Countries Sunday last was appointed, 
and then put off till Tuesday; when they, flocking to 
Theobalds with great expectation, the king would not 
vouchsafe to see any of them, nor once look otit of his 
chamber till they were all gone. But word was sent they 
should know his pleasuie ’twixt this and Sunday The 
prime competitois are the Bails of Oxford, Essex, and 
Southampton The fourth place rests between the Lord 
Willoughby, the Earl Morton,^ a Scottishman, and Sir 
John Borlase. It hath seldom been seen that men of that 
rank and privy councillors should hunt after such mean 
places, in respect of the countenance our ancient nobility 
was wont to cany. But, it is answered, they do it to 
raise the companies of voluntanes by their credit, which I 
doubt will hardly stretch to furnish 6000 men, without 
pressing ; for our people apprehend too much the hardships 
and misery of soldiers in these times. 

And now, in the very mck, comes news how barbarously 
the Hollanders have dealt with our men in the East Indies, 
in cutting off ten of our principal factors’ heads, after they 
had tortured them, upon colour of a plot they had, to sur- 
prise their fort of Amboyne, which, whether true or false, 
they need not to have used them so rigorously, but either 
have kept or sent them home in chains, with their con- 
fessions and process. The rest of the English there have 
sent a protest against this manner of proceeding, which 
doth dishearten their friends, and those that otherwise 

^ Wilham, eighth earl , Lord High Treasurer of Scotland He died m 1648 
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Wish them well, that cannot speak nor hear of this, their 
insolence, without much indignation. 

The king went, on Sunday, towards evening, to High- 
gate, and lay at the Earl of Arundel’s, to hunt a stag early 
the next morning at St. John’s Wood. 

The Lord of Buckingham is at New Hall, whither he 
went to avoid the importunity of visits, that would give 
him no rest. I do not hear but that he is reasonable well, 
though the papists give out malicious reports that he should 
be crazed in his brain. But I have learned by them that 
know that there was no such matter , but that the suspi- 
cion grew by reason of his often letting blood. Only they 
confess he hath a spent body, and not likely to hold out 
long, if he do not tend his health very diligently. 

There be commissioners appointed for the Earl of Bristol’s 
business^ but I cannot name them, nor when, nor where 
they aie to meet. He carries himself very confidently, 
they say, and speaks big ; but, by all I have heard, I can- 
not conceive how he can clear himself of concealing oi 
conniving at that all the world saw. 

The Spanish ambassador, Inojosa, prepares to be gone 
on Wednesday, by order from the king, I hear ; and that, 
without any audience or solemn taking of leave at court. 

This week, they had news of the arrival of the West 
Indian fleet (peichance before it be come), wherewith they 
are all so overjoyed that, besides other demonstrations, 
they stripped themselves of their working-day clothes, and 
put on all their best array. 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, June 19, 1624 

The term is come to an end ; but my suit in Chancery ^ 
is not ended, though I have done my utmost, both by my- 
self and by friends. The fair shows and proceeding in the 
beginning promised a more speedy success ; but, as I have 
ever had (though but in expectation) no great opinion of 
our law, so now, by practice and experience of these 


^ By the death of a brother, Mr Chamberlain had succeeded to some property, 
and, as often followed at this period, a gieat deal of litigation* 
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dilatory courses, I am the more confirmed to think it one 
of the greatest gnevances of our commonwealth ; and, as 
things are earned, it is become rathei a protection for 
cozening and bad debtois, than any relief for the honest 
subject ; insomuch, that few or none make any payment 
without suit or constraint, which is commonly so tedious 
and chargeable, that a man weie better to take half befoie 
he begin And tenants are come to the same pass , so 
that a man can make no assurance to himself of what he 
hath, or when he shall have it. Suiely, things aie giown 
much out of order within these four or five yeais over 
that they were wont to be, whatsoever should be the 
leason, which some impute to want of money; but that 
will soon be seen, for heie hath been moie gold and silver 
coined within these four months, than hath been in four- 
teen yeais before, and still there comes gieat plOhty both 
out of Spam and Germany. Some thought the high late 
of interest to be a great cause of the decay , and tlieiefoie 
the parliament hath taken order that no inteiest be taken 
above eight in the hundred ; but it is a question whether 
that course will do good or harm If these subsidies that 
aie now in hand come loiindly off, and be readily paid, 
we shall guess how the woild will go hereafter. 

The Earl of Middlesex was crept in, I know not how, 
into the commission of the subsidy, which some of the 
lords misliking, the prince informed the kiilg of it, who 
blotted him out with his own hand Two days after, he 
wrote to the king, that if he had no present employment 
for him, he desired he might kiss his majesty’s hand, and 
retire himself to his house in Essex. The king sent him 
word, by the same messenger, that he was too hasty ; for 
that he had not yet had time to overlook his sentence ; 
but, by his forwardness, it seemed he had forgotten he 
was sentenced. 

The Duke of Buckingham came to the court on Wednes- 
day night, where he was very welcome, and well enter- 
tained. His long stay made the world begin to suspect 
that all was not well. They say he looks ill, and hath 
quite lost his complexion. On Thursday, he went to York 
House, where he takes great delight m his building. 
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Yesterday, the Lord of Canterbury came hither to him, 
though he had not been abioad a good while before. 

It is thought the Earl of Bristol shall come to his 
answer now the duke is come He hath good friends, 
and stands upon high terms, and would not take the 
libeity was given him to go home to his house in the 
country. 

Heie is speech of a certain Italian that is under com- 
mand, who says he was dealt withal by the Spanish am- 
bassador to poison the Duke of Buckingham. How the 
matter will fall out, we shall see hereafter In the mean 
time, the Spaniard is going away malcontent, that he can- 
not have audience, which he sought to procure by all the 
means he could devise , but specially that he is not allowed 
one of the king’s ships to transpoit him, but is sent away 
in a merchant’s ship, bound for Spain, which is to land at 
Calais 01 Boulogne 

Two days since, Woodford, the Lord of Carlisle’s secre- 
tary, arrived out of Fiance What he brings, I do not 
certainly hear ; but I never hoped well of the business ^ 
since I heard a cardinal was the prime commissioner They 
dandled the Lord of Kensington at fust with much com- 
pliment ; but it seems they mean to work upon us to the 
uttermost, or give us an aflFront Howsoever matteis 
should have been handled, methinks it might have been 
foreseen not to stumble twice at the same stone. 

Our colonels are named, and then officers and captains 
appointed to their hands. I doubt not but you have the 
list of them befoie this time ; whereby you may perceive 
what partiality hath been used, when some such fresh- water 
soldiers are preferred to old servitors, and men of expe- 
rience sent empty away Whereat many take great indig- 
nation ; and one among the rest, whose name I have for- 
gotten, so impatiently, that he hath cut his own throat. 
But, among all the rest, it is much maivelled that Sir 
John Burrough,® who deserved so well, should be so quite 
forgotten or neglected, as to have no manner of advance- 
ment. But this IS fottuna della guerra, which, for all 

^ A projected marriage between Punce Chailes and Henuetta Maria 
2 A mihtaiy officei of considerable reputation 



462 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


that, is not so altogether guided by fortune, but that expert 
men have a great advantage over new soldieis 

Here be two ships, the Elizabeth and the Exchange, 
newly arrived from the East Indies, with tidings of the 
loss of the Whale, with two or three hundred bales of silk, 
and other rich commodities, not far from Surat They 
bring, likewise, a fiesh cry against the tyranny and injus- 
tice of the Hollanders towards our men lately murthered or 
executed by them there The Lady Wyat, daughtei, as I 
take It, to Sir Samuel Sandys, is leturiied from Virginia, 
great with child, and Mrs Peicy in hei company. 

I hear, the Marquis Inojosa had news yesterday of the 
death of his only son ; which is the greatest disastei among 
the rest of his misfortunes, which seldom come single 
Besides, he is in gieat care of his person, seeing he cannot 
get the king’s protection for his passage, and say^ he will 
purchase it of the States’ ambassador lieie, befoio his 
going, for fear of falling into then hands at sea. 

I send here certain leges eoninviales of Ben Jonson, for a 
fair room or chamber, lately built at the tavern, or sign 
of the Devil and St. Dunstan, by Temple Bai. They be 
reasonably good, and not improper for such a place 

The lords of the council sat this day, at Guildhall, about 
the subsidy, and dined wnth the lord mayor. This is the 
king’s birthday, which he keeps at Wanstead, and will 
tarry there till Wednesday. He went a-hunting early 
this morning, with the Countess of Buckingham and her 
daughter Denbigh, on horseback. 


John Chamberlain, Esq , to Sii DudUij Carleton 

London, July 1, 1G24 

The Marquis Inojosa and Padre Maestro were packed 
away in a merchant ship to Calais ; but I hear the States 
were dealt withal, not to offer them any affront in their 
passage, and they have been since met at Dunkirk, in their 
way toward Brussels. There was a diamond of dSBOO 
prepared for him ; but, upon better advice, he was sent 
empty away. 

Somebody is come out of Spain with no pleasing news ; 
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and, they say, brought back the prince’s letter to the 
infanta, unopened. Our Spanish meichants have been 
called once or twice before the council, and admonished 
to look to themselves how they adventured thither. For, 
howsoever their goods be their own, yet the ships and ord- 
nance belong to the State Though I think gain be sweet, 
and the Spaniard, to allure them, gives them all fair usage 
of late, and hath dispensed with his pragmatiea against 
our woollen commodities, yet I think our men will be more 
wary hereafter. 

The 1st of this month, the diums began to beat to raise 
men for our new colonels, and the cry went, “ All gentle- 
men and other voluntaiies that will serve the States’- 
General against the King of Spain, and the archduchess, 
under command of Henry Veie, Earl of Oxford, and lord 
high chitaberlain of England, repair to such a place,” &c. 
I heard this myself, the fiist day, and it was much and gene- 
rally applauded; but the next day, and since, the style 
is altered, and no moie mention made of Spain, or arch- 
duchess , but only to serve the States of the Low Countries 
in their wars. 

You have reason to doubt how our new colonels will 
agree there, seeing they have their differences here alieady. 
For the Earl of Southampton pretends precedence, as 
having been a general of horse ; and the Lord Willoughby 
then will challenge it of him, as having been a general in 
chief. How these questions are, or will be compounded, 
I hear not 

In the mean time, here is great expedition used to laise 
money, and make ready payment, insomuch that, since 
Monday sevennight, the council have sat thrice at Guildhall, 
about the subsidies, and at the first sitting, the lord 
keeper, among other persuasions to advance the pay- 
ments, told them, that for any man to disable himself, or 
disguise his wealth, was to sm against the Holy Ghost, 
and as the sin of Ananias and Saphira. But yet it was 
scant received as Catholic doctrine ; and, for all the dili- 
gence that can be used, it is doubted the rates will, come 
short of former times, so general is the decay over all the 
land, as well as in this town. Yet some good supply will 
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be found, if that be true I heard yesteiday, that wiits aie 
going out against recusants, for all then aiieaiages; 
which yet, methmks, should not be so, as long as we aie 
in tieaty about the French match 

The Lord of Kensington ariived thence the 21st of the 
last month, with fair conditions, as the report goes , spe- 
cially that they stand not so strictly upon points of reli- 
gion, but only libeity for the lady herself, and such 
servants as she shall bring with her, or must necessaiily bo 
about her person. And we talk of a league, offensive and 
defensive, against whomsoever If this be tiue, it is much 
otherwise than was given out at first 
The French lieger heie went away this day sevennight, 
upon four days’ warning at most. He made account to 
send for his wife, and had hired another house adjoining 
his own, for fear of being straitened. But he waS^thought 
to be too much Jesuited to bo a fiiend or furtherer of this 
match One Monsieur De Esfiat, newly made a marquis, 
is already landed, and looked for here tins day, and is to 
be lodged at Suffolk House, ueai Whitehall. But whether 
he be extraordinary for a time, or to continue heie, I 
cannot leain. 

The king had a touch of the gout on Tuesday last, but 
went on Thursday to Oatlands, and is this day to remove 
to Windsor, where it is expected we should have some 
alteration of ofiicers before the progiess, which is to begin 
about a fortnight hence, though some make question 
whether it will hold at all, and give out that the king hath 
a meeting at Dover 

The lord chief justice’s^ mouth wateied awhile after the 
treasurership, and defeired his circuit, but is gone at last. 
Sir Robert Naunton is in speech to be master of the 
wards, and, they say, nemo dot largim, which was not his 
old wont. But sure it were pity such places should be 
given au plus offrant ef au dernier encMnsseur 

The Earl of Middlesex is said to begin to understand 
himself, and to see where he is, being commanded to re- 
move from Chelsea to his house in Sussex, and, for aught 
we know, to pay all his fine. His brother, likewise, Sir 

‘ Biv James Lee 
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Randolph Cranfield, is put by his place of master of the 
Mint, which hath been as gainful a place to him as to any 
man within our memory 

The Mary Rose, a ship of the king’s, is making ready 
for Spam, to fetch the jewels redelivered to our am- 
bassador 

Upon the death of Beaumont,* Bailing ton,® a servant of 
the prince, is to be made master of Sutton’s Hospital. 

Here is talk of three bishops lately dead, Carlisle,® 
Worcester,^ and Llandaff®. 

John Chamherlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Garleton. 

London, July 24, 1624 

Presently, upon the receipt of yours of the 17 th of this 
month, h went this morning with the letter directed to 
Mr Maurice Abbot, who read it not till he might meet 
with some of his assistants, but told me a long narration 
of that business,® whereof he says you have a copy ; 
whereby it appears how improbable or how impossible it 
IS that our men should attempt any such matter as they 
are accused of. Once the case is much commiserated by 
all sorts of people, and hath so much alienated our affec- 
tions, that we cry out mainly for revenge of such iuj'ustice 
and indignity. And the king takes it so to heart, that he 
speaks somewhat exuberantly ; and I could wish he would 
say less, so he would do more. For my part, I shot my 
bolt at first, that, if they were no wiser than I, we should 
stay or arrest the first Indian ship that comes in our way, 
and hang up upon Dover Cliffs as many as we should find 
faulty, or actors in this business, and thus dispute the 
matter afterwards. For there is no other course to be 
held with such manner of men, as neither regard law, nor 
j'ustice, nor any other respect of equity or humanity ; but 
only make gain their god ; which is a character I have 
heard long ago, before these businesses begun, set upon 
them by some that knew them well And it is to no pur- 
pose to urge the State for redress, seeing they are a mam 

^ Francis Beaumont, Esq ^ Dr John Thornborongh 

2 Sir Robert Dalhngton * Dr Theophilus Field 

®Dr Richard Melbourne ® The massacre at Amboyne 
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part of themselves, and of their means ; bnt rather make 
ourselves amends out of their East Indian Company. 
When the matter was opened at the council- table, they 
were so moved, that I assure you some of them shed tears; 
and, if some notable satisfaction be not given, I doubt the 
sore will rankle till it glow incurable. 

I have not seen nor scant heard of your nephew this 
fortnight, more than that he is either about the court, or 
at his brother’s, m Cambridgeshire ; but he could tell me, 
when I saw him last, that your leave would not be granted 
till toward winter ; and I could easily guess at the reason, 
lest you should be importunate for some of these vacant 
places, which pass not now so ordinary for desert or long 
service, as for ready money ; and you would wonder as 
well as I, if you heard of some pretenders for the highest 
places. * 

In hope of your coming, I put off my usual progress to 
Ware Park, and the rather withal, for that the Lady 
Tonston goes shortly to the lying down of both her 
daughters in Huntingdonshire If you had come, you 
had been like to have met with good melons. I never 
knew them so early. The king had some three weeks 
since ; and I lighted on one this day fortnight, and yes- 
terday, and special good ones, which shows that they 
grow familiar to our climate, and that in seasonable years 
we shall have plenty. 

The king began his progress the 1 7th of this month. 
The French ambassador, Monsieur d’Esfiat, hath been 
feasted at Windsor, Wanstead, at New Hall, by the Lord 
of Buckingham, at Theobalds ; and now Sir Thomas Ed- 
mondes is to entertain him at his own house, to conduct 
him to the Earl of Warwick’s, and divers other places I 
remember not, till he meet the king at Burleigh, my Lord 
of Buckingham’s house, in Rutlandshire ; from thence to 
the Earl of Rutland’s, at Beauvoir Castle, where, after 
this perambulation, he takes his leave to be gone. 

The Lord of Kensington goes back this next week, and 
carries, they say, a new title with him of Earl of Holland. 

It IS thought the French match is like to stick at the 
old stumblingblock of toleration. 
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The Lord of Bristol hath leave to go where he list, and 
no naore to be said to him till the return of the progress. 
I doubt not but you heard how Arthur Brett presented 
himself on the sudden in Waltham Forest, and laid hand 
on the king’s bridle, or stirrup, as others say ; whereat 
the king was much offended, and, spurring away, com- 
manded the Earl of Warwick to forbid him from coming 
any more in his presence ; and withal send word, that 
the Earl of Middlesex should remove out of the verge, ac- 
cording to his sentence. His lady hath continually soli- 
cited at court, and followed to Royston, but, for aught I 
can learn, prevails little ; as likewise the Lady of Bristol 
hath been a long and sedulous suitor to as little purpose ; 
yet the pnnce himself brought her to the king, as the 
Lord of Buckingham hath done his cousin of Middlesex, 
more than once. Brett was yesternight, by a warrant 
from the attorney-general, committed to the Fleet, without 
any cause expressed. 

There was a list of fifty captains to be named for Ire- 
land , but, when it came to the upshot, only nine were 
pricked, and the rest all depaited two days befoie the 
progress. Sir Henry Wotton had better luck, for he 
comes away confirmed provost of Eton. 

I have not heard of Captain Conway, to whom you re- 
ferred me in your former letter, since his coming, more 
than that he, and a younger son of Mr. Secretary’s, were 
knighted lately. Also Monsieur Mayerne, the physician, 
had the honour before his going over ; and also one Bur- 
roughs — ^that is Norroy king at arms — ^keeps the records 
at the Tower, and was sent to fetch home the Countess of 
Arundel. The Lord Say is made Viscount Banhuiy; but 
upon what account, or for what service, I cannot learn. 
His neighbour, Sir William Cope, is in the Castle of Oxford 
for debt, and for seeking to escape from the sheriff, who 
had used him kindly, upon his word and promise to be 
true prisoner. I am very sorry for him both ways, for the 
old love and good-will 1 have long borne to the house. 

Your cousin, the Lady Smith, is like to thrive better, 
being at this present offered a very fit match, for years, 
blood, estate, conformity of studies somewhat poetical, 
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besides many other conveniences ; and, which is most of 
all, one so enamoured of her and her virtues, that she may 
make her own conditions The gentleman is generally 
well approved, and is son and heir to Sir Fiancis Bai- 
rington, but a widowei. 

The last week, the Earl of Holderness married Sir Wil- 
liam Cockaine’s daughter, with 10,000 portion, and a 
better penny, as they say. 

We have speech, that the Lord Delawar shall marry Sir 
Thomas Edmondes’ (the lord treasurer’s) eldest daughter 
Alderman Gore, that should have been our mayor next 
year, died the last week, and his elder brother (but the 
younger alderman) is to succeed him. Sir Robert Sey- 
mour, one of the tellers, Sir William Caiteen’s eldest son, 
that married one of the Stanhopes, and Main waring, that 
bore the seal before the lord keeper, are gone the same 
way. But the most speech is of the Lady Craven, who is 
said to have left a great estate, 508000 land a-year, to her 
eldest son, 505000 to her second, besides a great wealth 
otherwise. 

Sir Edward Herbert is come out of France, in hope to 
be vice-charaberlain , but Sir Edward Barret makes great 
means for the place I hear now Sir Albert Morton is 
certain and assured of the French employment. The voice 
goes with Sir Robert Naunton to be master of the wards ; 
but they say he pretends higher, to be treasurei, upon 
promise he should have a better place than that he left, 
both for preferment and profit. But he must remember 
the old proverb, that all promises are either broken or 
kept, and so must Sir William Beecher, who is to have 
502500 upon the fall of the first of the six clerks, in re- 
compense for Eton, and to keep his clerkship of the 
council to boot 

The Yiseount Purbeck followed the court a good while 
in very good temper, and there was speech of making him 
a marquis, that he might go before his younger brother ; 
but I hear of late he is fallen back to his old bias, and 
worse. 
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J ohn Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Cai leton. 

London, August 7, 1624 

Our East Indian merchants were somewhat revived the 
last week by the arrival of the Dolphin, a ship of good 
burthen, laden with silks, indigoes, calicoes, and such 
other commodities But, m the mean time, the St. George’s, 
one of the best merchant ships of England, of 400 or 500 
tun, with 32 pieces of ordnance, is seized upon at Naples, 
whither she was fraught, by one Ricot, a stranger, that 
hath all the factory Builamachi was wont to have, upon 
the pretence that the Marqms Inojosa had bargained with 
him, and bought it at his being here, which he denies. 
But howsoever they juggle between them, the ship is lost 
for us, and we, according to the old motto. Video et taeeo, 
see it, .and say nothing ; as hkevuse the Dunkirkers 
rifle our ships at sea as familiarly as if open war were 
proclaimed, whilst we protect theirs in the Downs. 

The Earl of Middlesex is earnestly called upon for 
s630,000, in discharge of his whole fine ; and if he pay it 
not out of hand, it will go woise with him. His lady 
hath been an importunate suitor and solicitor, and fol- 
lowed the progress so long till she was forbidden They 
would fain resign their impost of sugars, which they have 
for fifteen years, worth j64000 a-year, in lieu of this 
reckoning, but it will not be accepted. 

The progress is now so far off that we hear little 
thence, but only that there he many sick of the spotted 
ague, which took away the Duke of Lennox in few days. 
He died at Kirby a house of young Hatton’s, leaving six 
sons and four daughters His lady came three hours 
before his decease, and before he was past sense and 
memory. His body was brought to town, and buried 
yesternight at Westminster, as honourably as the time 
would admit, all the nobility hereabout being bespoken to 
attend it. Judge Hatton'* is said to be dead, who was one 
of the most sufficient and honest lawyers among them 
all. 

^ In Northamptonshire 

® Sir Richard Hatton, made one of the justices of the Common Pleas, May 
161*7 This announcement of hm death was premature 
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Sir William Cope hath removed himself from the castle 
of Oxford to the Fleet, and makes means to have leave to 
go down to his house at Hanwell, to entertain the king, 
that comes back that way. Your cousin Lytton was 
knighted at Bletso, sore against his will, as he would have 
the world believe. Indeed, his wife wept for anger, or 
curst heart, to come thus in the fag-end, specially after 
two of their near kindred knighted the day before. Sir 
Oliver Lake’s and Sir Miles Fleetwood’s sons. 

Here is a whispering of a lady, who hath been a widow 
above seven years, though she had lately two children at a 
birth. I must not name her, though she be learned, and 
in print. 

Secretary Calvert droops, and keeps out of the way. It 
was reported the last week the seals were taken from him, 
but I hear it not confirmed. Sir Henry WottOn went 
down to the election at Eton, but so ill provided, that the 
fellows were fain to furnish his bare walls, and whatsoever 
else was wanting. 

Sir Isaac Wake was overtaken at Turin with the gout. 
He hath wntten to his lady to prepare herself, and be 
ready at his second summons, which she guessed may be 
about a month hence, if that be not too late, as, in truth, 
she is very weak and tender, and altogether unfit for a 
winter journey. 

Fifteen or sixteen hundred of our soldiers lay there [at 
Gravesend] a long time for passage, stowed in ships, and in 
great want and misery. 

I doubt not but you have heard how our lords colonels 
are marshalled. The Earl of Southampton is to have 
place and precedence in the field and martial actions ; the 
Earl of Oxford, and the rest in their rank, in all courtly 
and civil meetings. 


John (Jhamh&rlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, Angnst 21, 1624. 

I perceive by your nephew’s letters that all our lords 
and gallants are arrived, and that the sickness increaseth 
at Delft and elsewhere. We had here 328 died this week. 
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a greater number than hath been these fifteen or sixteen 
years, and yet no mention of the plague. God keep it 
from among us, for we are in danger. But this spotted 
fever is cousin german to it at least, and makes as quick 
riddance almost. The Lady Hatton hath two or three of 
her children sick of it at her brother Fanshaw’s, in Essex, 
and hath lost her younger daughter, that was buried at 
Westminster on Wednesday night by her father; a pretty 
gentlewoman, much lamented. 

The Lord North’s second daughter died likewise at 
Tonbridge Wells, whither she went with her mother, but 
before she had tasted of the waters ; which, with divers 
others, as at Wellingborough, in Northamptonshire, at Non- 
such, and other places, are come of late in great request, 
whether it be but opinion, or that this hot and dry year 
makes their virtues the more. 

The Lady of Kensington and her mother^ are likewise 
there, for I know not what foolish idle infirmity. She is 
not yet a countess, as I wrote, but it seems to depend 
upon the success of the French match ; which, as all other 
our businesses, is said to be but in an aguish humour, with 
a good day and a bad. 

The Lady Craven was buned here on Tuesday, and had 
but a reasonable funeral, for perhaps the richest widow 
that ever died, of a London lady. The Lady Fanshaw is 
in Huntingdonshire with her daughters ; where, I heard 
this week, that the Lady Bedell hath brought a boy, 
whereof she is not a little proud ; as likewise the young 
Lady Trevor hath the same luck, after three girls. The 
Lady Winwood was not at her labour, though she came 
to town for the same purpose, for she was overtaken with 
an ague, and not without danger. But hearing that her 
only daughter was fallen sick of the smallpox at Ditton, 
and that they came not out currently, she left her bed, 
and went away on Thursday, though she were but in a 
weak case. 

There was a mischance fell out at Ditton the week 
before, in a great thunder; five or six harvest-folks, to 
avoid the tempest, seeking to shelter themselves under an 

1 Widow of Sir Walter Cope 



472 


THE COURT AND TIMES OF 


oak, the greatest and fairest belonging to that park, or 
to he found in all that country, one of them was stricken 
stark dead, all the rest sove hurt oi blasted, and the tree 
rent down from the top to the bottom. 

You see what poor stuff I am fain to pick up to furnish 
a letter ; for we have nothing from the court, hut of a 
masque at Burleigh, made by young Maynard,’- with no great 
approbation. Another was lately presented before the 
piince, at Killingworth, by Ben Jonson, whilst the king 
was at Warwick, but with what success we do not yet 
hear, because it was but two days since. 

The French ambassador came yesterday to town from 
the progress, and meets the king again at Woodstock the 
next week I know not whether he be yet persuaded, 
but, before his going down, he complained they dealt 
seriously with him about hunting and such trifles, but 
trifled with him about the main business 

There was a quariel this progress ’twixt two of the Duke 
of Buckingham’s followers, Crowe and Grimes, wherein one 
or both were hurt. Sir Richard Weston hath bought or 
hired Winchester House, in Broad Street, and is busy m 
tricking and tnmming it up ; whereupon, the voice goes 
strongly that he shall be loid treasurer. Sir Robert Pye, 
chancellor of the exchequer, and Sir Walter Pye, master 
of the wards ; for the king takes exception to the pre- 
sident and Sir Robert Naunton for either of those places. 

I doubt not but you have heard of our famous play of 
Gondemar, which hath been followed with extraordinary 
cunosity, and frequented by all sorts of people, old and 
young, rich and poor, masters and servants, papists and 
puritans, wise men, &c churchmen and Scotsmen, as Sir 
Henry Wotton, Sir Albert Morton, Sir Beniamin Rudyard, 
Sir Thomas Lake, and a world besides The Lady Smith 
would have gone, if she could have persuaded me to go 
thither, I am not so sour nor so severe, but that I would 
willingly have attended her, but I could not sit so long, 
for we must have been there before one o’clock at farthest 
to find any room. They counterfeited his person to the 

^ Probably Sir John Maynard, who subsequently attained such eminence as a 
legislator and as a judge He lived to a great age, dying m 1689 
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life, with all his graces and faces, and had gotten, they say, 
a cast suit of his apparel for the purpose, and his letter, 
wherein the world says there lacked nothing but a couple 
of asses to carry it, and Sir George Petre or Sir Tobie 
Matthew to bear him company. But the worst is, playing 
him, they played somebody else, for which they are for- 
bidden to play that, or any other play, till the king’s 
further pleasure be known : and they may be glad if they 
can so escape Scot free. The wondei lasted but nine days, 
for so long they played it. 


John ClMmherlain, Esq., to Str Dudley Carleton. 

London, September 4, 1624 

We have here but a sickly season, which is easily seen 
by the Veekly mounting of our bill, which is come this 
last week to 407, and yet we will be acknown of no infec- 
tion. Indeed, by the particulars, we find about 250 of 
them to be children, most of the rest carried away by this 
spotted fever, which reigns almost every where, in the 
country as ill as here, whereby it should seem that these 
hot and dry summers do not agree with our English con- 
stitutions. Some have found out a far-fetched specula- 
tion, which yet runs current, and would ascribe it to the 
extraordinary quantity of cucumbers this year, which the 
gardeners, to hasten and bring forward, used to water out 
of the next ditches, which, this dry time, growing low, 
noisome, and stinking, poisoned the fruit. But that 
reason will reach no further than this town, whereas the 
mortality is spread far and near, and takes hold of whole 
households in many places. 

Young Sir William Pope, that married Sir Thomas 
Watson’s daughter, is lately dead, and hath left a fine 
widow, with three or four children. The Lady Greisley 
was buried the last week at St. Martin’s. Sir William 
Bird died here the other day, and could not be persuaded 
to make a will. He is generally so well spoken of, that his 
successor in the place. Sir Henry Martin, will have much 
ado to make it good. Sii James Croftes, our oldest pen- 
sioner at court, and Captain Gainford, our newsmonger 
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and maker of gazettes, are gone the same way. Sir 
Edward Barret, Sir Nicholas Kempe, and the Lord of St. 
Albans, are yet in the balance to rise oi fall. 

Here be many strange and foul mischances happen 
daily. Mr. Backhouse, the merchant’s eldest son, is now 
arraigning for killing a sergeant soldier in a tobacco shop. 

Two brothers of Gray’s Inn, son to Sir Ellis, of 

Lincolnshire, falling out upon some light quarrel, the 
elder hath slain the younger. We may well think we live 
in a wicked age, when so many unnatural and inhuman 
facts are in trial at one session. The son for muitheriiig 
the mother. The mother for drowning her own daughter, 
of nine years old, and one brother for killing another. 

We hear out the west country of eleven Turkish pirates^ 
on the Severn side, that have taken divers prizes, and car- 
ried away many prisoners from the land. ^ 

Our East Indian Company have presented many peti- 
tions, and sent divers of their company this progress after 
the king, to remonstrate they cannot subsist, but must 
give over the trade, if they be no better protected. What 
answer soever they have, they seem not satisfied, and think 
Secretary Conway somewhat partial, and leaning to the 
other side. 

There was great sport at Woodstock, at the hunting of 
Cropear, a noted and notoiious stag, whose death was 
solemnized with so much joy and triumph as if it had been 
some great conquest, there wanting nothing but bells and 
bonfires. 

Arthur Brett was released out of the Tower on Wed- 
nesday ; but with commandment not to come within ten 
miles of court • which is also enjoined to the Earl of Mid- 
dlesex. Whereupon I hear he is removing to his house in 
Hertfordshire. His fine is said to be thus dispensed : — 
^10,000 to the navy, ^10,000 to the wardrobe, 0,000 
to the stable ; and I know not how much more to the Earl 
of Holderness. Whether this be so I know not, for I write 
nothing but hearsay. 

^ The coast was jnfested with such gentry, for want of a proper naval force to look 
after them, but onr merchants were not better protected, as the next paragraph 
shows. What a change had taken place since the decease of Elizabeth ’ 
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The king comes this night to Windsor. The Lord of 
Buckingham and his lady met him there from New Hall, 
where he feasted the French ambassador this week, and 
dined here with him this day sevennight, when he came to 
town to christen his brother’s, the Earl of Anglesey’s young 
daughter, at Fulham. The voice goes he hath agreed with 
the Lord Zouch, to resign to him his place of Lord Warden 
of the Cinque Ports. 

I heard yesterday, that Sir George Goring should be 
gone into France, with a final conclusion of that match 
one way or other ; and withal, that the Lord of Carlisle 
and Lord Kensington draw not one way in that business, 
or, at least, not by one line. Sir Robert Naunton either is 
already, or in gieat probability to be, made master of the 
Wards. I hear now the Lord Percy came last night out 
of FraniJe, with good news, as is presumed. 


John Chamberlain, JJsq., to Sir Dvdley Garleton. 

London, October 9, 1624* 

I have been airing myself almost these three weeks at 
Ware Park, and now the term calls me to town sore against 
my will ; for the country is so pleasant, and the weather 
so temperate, that the hke hath not been seen many a day ; 
which is the more welcome, for the hot and dry summer 
had so parched and withered all things, that it is a double 
pleasure, besides the profit, to see the later spring more 
fresh and flourishing than the first, with such plenty of all 
manner of fruit, specially quinces, which happens rarely, 
that I never knew the like quantity, nor more fair and 
cheap. For I myself bought eight for a penny ; and the 
best rate for the fairest is not above half a crown for a 
hundred. This advertisement is for my lady, that she may 
imagine what a world of sweetmeats and what conclusions 
she might have made and tried, if she had been here. 

This town continues sickly still, for this week there 
died 847 ; which yet is less by almost a hundred than 
they were a fortnight since. But yet, in consideration of 
the danger, the parliament is put off from the 2nd of No- 
vember to the 15th of February. 
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On Monday, the Spanish ambassador, Don Carlos Col- 
lona, went hence without kissing the king's hand, as he 
desired, leaving the new agent, who is well seen, and much 
made of. Whereupon some suspect there is a new kind of 
negotiation afoot , and that somebody by their will would 
follow the old bias, and look back into Egypt. But the 
report goes that matters are well forward in France, and 
that the Duke of Buckingham is to go there speedily ; 
though perhaps those that be there must give place first, 
that the honour may be all his. 

The prince is not yet so fully recovered of his fall,’ but 
that those that see him and mark him suspect some secret 
bruise ; which perchance is but out of their abundant care 
and tenderness towards him, which appears by the ringing 
of bells and bonfires the 5th of this month, as an anni- 
versary remembrance of his happy return the last ^ear. 

Our papists begin to hold up their heads again; for 
whereas writs had gone out to inquire of their lands and 
arrearages, for not paying according to the statute ; letters 
have gone down to suppress that course, and if any have 
paid, to restore it, it being, as it is said, the first article 
of this new alliance, that no Romish Catholic be troubled 
or molested foi their conscience, in body or goods. 

You have Count Mansfield with you, and we expect 
him here again shortly, for they say he is to have hence 
8000 English and 4000 Scots under six legiments, whereof 
the first stands m question 'twixt the Earl of Lincoln, and 
the young Lord of Doncaster. The Lord Cromwell ® is to 
have the second. Sir Charles Rich, the third, whose lieu- 
tenant is to be your acquaintance, Mr, Hopton, that mar- 
ried the Lady Steven ; the fourth is allotted to Sir John 
Burrongh Colonel Gray and one Ramsey are named 
for the Scots. God speed them well whatsoever they do, 
or wheresoever they go : but it is beyond my experience 
or reading to have such a body of English committed and 
commanded by a stranger, to say no more. 

On Saturday last, one of the Dunkiikers, besieged by 


^ He had lately met with an accident* 

^Thomas, fourth baron, created in the next reign Viscount Lecale and Earl of 
Ardglass, in the Irish peerage He died m 1663 
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the Hollander^ in the Downs, suddenly hoisting sail, 
escaped away, but was followed by four or five of the 
Hollanders. What became of them God knows, for that 
night fell out one of the fiercest tempests that hath been 
lately seen ; for the next morning our streets were covered 
with tiles, and as thick in some places as they used to 
strew rushes We hear of great damage done, and many 
ships lost, to the number of three or four and twenty, 
in the Downs; and the Antelope, a ship of the king’s, 
’scaped narrowly, and was forced to cut down her main- 
mast, and all her tackling. We hear the rest of the Dun- 
kirkers in this confusion got away; as likewise, that 
divers coal ships of Newcastle are lost, and two Fiench 
ships, and two English, at Weymouth ; besides some loss 
at Plymouth and other places, wheieof we have not as yet 
the cerfain knowledge. 

About a fortnight since, our old friend. Sir Michael 
Dormer, died of a fit of his old disease, the palsy. On 
Monday, Sir Robert Naunton had his patent delivered, and 
was sworn master of the Wards by the lord keeper. The 
Earl of Somerset’s pardon was sealed on Thursday, in as 
ample a manner as could be devised and he hath taken 
a house at Chiswick, but with promise not to look toward 
the court. The Earl of Middlesex’s fine is now come 
down to j 820,000, which must be paid presently, and so 
he shall be quit. 

The lord chief justice ® is in speech to be lord treasurer ; 
which, if it fall out, he is not like, poor man ' to supply 
the place long, either by reason of age, or some other 
defect. The Lord Zouch hath parted with his place of 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, to the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, for jBlOOO, present money, and ^500 a-year 
during his life ; so that Sir John Epsley is like to be Lieu- 
tenant of Dover, though Sir Dudley Digges expected it, 
upon promise, or what other reason I know not. But the 
gentleman, though he deserve well, hath ill luck that no- 
thing will fall to his lot. 


1 This pardon seems to have been delayed, to prevent suspicion, but it is clear the 
whole mattei was arranged at the time of the trial 
^ Sir James Ley 
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I hear now of more harm done by the late tempest at 
Portsmouth, where the sea brake into the town, and hath 
overthrown two bulwarks and a good part of the rampart, 
that will hardly be repaired at the cost of £ 1 000. At 
Plymouth likewise, the father, mother, and a child, were 
killed in their beds by the fall of a chimney ; and the 
king’s ship that brought the jewels out of Spain suffered 
much, and was near lost. 

Here hath been a rumour these three or four days that 
Gondomar is to come hither again ; but I cannot believe 
it, unless I see it. For, though perhaps they think that 
no man knows the length of our foot so well as he, yet 
no sufficient provision can be made, but he will be baffled 
by the people 

Towards the end of the last month, the Lady Wake 
took her journey for Venice, attended by Gracd*, Faith, 
and Fortune, her three maids, which is a good omen to be 
so accompanied. I dealt with her, before my going into 
the country, to forbear the voyage till the spnng, in regard 
winter was so nigh, and of her own weakness and tenderness 
to travel in hard weather. But she was so resolute that she 
would not be persuaded ; but said she would go, though 
she were sure to die at Dover. Foi, if God took her, he 
should find her in her way ; which was good meditation, 
and worthy of a virtuous wife. 


Bev. Thomas Lorkin to ths Earls of Carlisle and Holland. 

London, this Monday night late, being October 11, 1624, stylo Angl 

Upon Saturday, in the evening, I arrived at Boulogne, 
in good hour, as your lordship will have understood from 
Mr. Carre ; and would have the same night have continued 
my journey to the gates of Calais, but that the wind turning 
fair invited me to embark there, which, after some five 
or six hours refreshing myself in expectance of the tide, I 
did, and put forth to sea, where we had not advanced 
above two leagues, but we were so becalmed for nine or 
ten hours together, as there was no moving one way or 
other Against Heaven, it was a folly to be impatient ; 
and yet I was almost so foolish. At length, by signs and 
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becks to a fisher-boat, which we descried a great way off, 

I found means to put myself ashore, and so took post to 
Calais, where, finding the weather calm, and that little 
wind that was stirring turned quite contrary, I had no 
means to pass unless I adventured myself to a shallop, 
which I did at sun-set on Friday evening, and arrived at 
Dover, half-starved with cold, on Monday morning, betwixt 
four and five of the clock, and entered into London just as 
the clock struck three. Here I understood that his majesty 
was gone to Royston, but that his highness, my lord duke, 
Mr. Secretary Conway, were or would be all here the same 
evening. By four, I waited on Mr. Secretary, from whom 
one of the first questions was, whether he expressed him- 
self unto your lordships clearly enough, yea or no. I was 
loth to make my mouth the first witness of his obscurity ; 
and therefore, declining the direct answer, restrained my- 
self to the last letter, and told him that it put your lord- 
ships to some stand to see his majesty come fully home to 
the French king’s demands for the match, and yet restrain 
the signing the articles to a condition of first procuring 
others for the league, or at least an act in writing. 
Whereunto, he presently replied, that he therein obeyed 
his majesty’s commandment, who had no intention that 
one should be done without the other; and both his majesty, 
his highness, and my lord duke, had had the perusal over 
of that letter more that once, and added, that clearly 
your lordships had favoured that king beyond your com- 
mission, which enjoined you first to treat of the league, 
and then of the alliance, or at least to make them go hand 
in hand together. But resumed again his first question, 
whether his despatches were at any times intncate. Where- 
unto, finding myself pressed either to speak truth or lie, I 
thus helped to disguise the former to him, that he some- 
times so cautiously and prudently involved his meaning in 
a close and covered style, as forced your lordships to 
assemble your wits together to pick it out. By his troth, 
he swore there was no such prudent considerations in it; 
but, if there were any darkness, it was unwittingly and 
contrary to his desire, which was to give the perfectest 
light ; and that he reserved copies of all, which I should 
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see, that I might instance in some particulars, that so Ik 
might know the better how to mend the fault heieafter. 

This struck me dumb, and gave him leisure to read ovei 
the despatch, wheiem he often interrupted himself by sud- 
denly uttering forth these words, “ Before God, I fear all 
is spoiled, and that we shall suddenly break upon this 
difference.” I desired his honour to have the patience to 
finish it, which he did, not without some other such like 
repetitions; and, in the end of all, confirmed to me his 
aforesaid fears, that we were like to come to a sudden 
rupture ; and that within this month, Gondomar would be 
here, with new offers, powerful enough, in the Spanish 
party’s conceit, to prevail. Here I delivered him jour 
lordship’s letters of credence, which prepared his ear to 
listen to my relative of the offers, which, by Mr. Guerdon’s 
news, without nominating the person, weie conveyed to 
you. And these I commended, by all those motives and 
reasons, which your lordships furnished me with, or my 
own understanding could suggest unto me. But the same 
voices of despair sounded still unto me, that all this could 
not serve the turn, nor deliver his majesty from just appre- 
hensions that this match so offered, not only with a simple 
refusal of a league, but a flying back from their own woid 
and promise, was rather out of a design to ruin him than 
to strengthen him : and that it was an ordinary practice 
amongst many great princes to think their daughters or 
sisters well disposed, if they might thereby be able to 
compass their own ends. 

He here asked me whether I had letters for his highness 
or my lord duke. I answered, yes He further inquired 
of me, whether I brought not a double of this despatch to 
him. I told him your lordships had enfolded none within 
your letters to them , hut yet I had brought the foul copy 
with me, because, if the king and prince should be at 
different places, your lordships were desirous I should 
make lecture thereof to his highness likewise ; the rather, 
that if any occasion of question might arise upon any 
particular, I might be able to resolve it. He thereupon 
replied that he would go presently and perform that him- 
self; and would call upon the duke, that, if his grace 
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thought fit, that he might make the lecture to both 
together, and that thereof might be present, and deliver to 
either my letters likewise. I feared to offend, if I had, by 
any different motion, gone cross to this command, and 
therefore I obeyed, and had the honour to go along with 
him in his own coach But the despatch was first read to 
them in private, and I only admitted afterwards to deliver 
my letters, which was after a long attendance, to me espe- 
cially, that had not tasted one moisel of meat since I came 
fiom Boulogne. 


Rev. Thomas Lorkin to the Earls of Carlisle and Holland. 

Monday, at midniglit, October 21, 1624 

My former letter contains a true relation of all that 
passed betwixt Mr. Secretary and me. I referred that 
which followed, upon my admittance to the prince and 
duke, for another letter apart, that, if your lordships 
thought fit to show the other to any, they might therein 
read no other characters but those of despair. 

Being therefore admitted into their presence, his high- 
ness commanded me to deliver what your lordships had 
been pleased to commend to me m trust, which I did so 
fully and effectually, as the duke, interrupting me, told the 
prince that this was much better than what Fiat ‘ had told 
him, and his highness confirmed it by an afiirmative- 
After I had ended all, I added, that, if his majesty pleased 
to condescend to these conditions, in case he should find an 
impossibility of getting better, your lordships would then 
be so much the bolder to press all things home to the 
uttermost extremity, as having a piesent remedy at hand 
to solder up that bieach which eagerness of despatch might 
otherwise occasion. His highness and my lord duke both 
applauded the course, if so be his majesty should like of 
it; and agreed on Wednesday to go expressly to Eoyston, 
to communicate these things with him, and to know his 
pleasure therein. I herein craved leave to interpose this 
caution, that if his majesty consented to the motion, yet 
that a quite contrary countenance might be put on, and 

‘ D Effiat 
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the Marquis de Fiat carefully entertained in despair; 
because otherwise your lordships’ endeavours would be 
quite frustrate; and besides it would have far better 
grace that the sweetness of the conclusion might flow from 
his majesty by his own instiuments, your lordships, than 
by a stranger, who perhaps might draw the greatest 
honour and thanks thereof unto himself, as having ex- 
tracted it by the industry of his own wit. This his high- 
ness and my lord duke presently assented to; but with an 
if still, if it might once be brought to the point. 

I cannot deduce things more particulaily, foi the mes- 
senger departs early in the morning, and I am now too much 
oppressed with sleep. 

I have not yet seen the Fiench ambassador nor Sir 
G-eorge Goring, nor had leisure to discharge any other 
commandments, than what I have hereby given yeur lord- 
ships an account of. 


John Chamlerlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, Octobei 23, 1624 

But that I lately received your letter dated the 30th of 
the last month, I had no meaning nor mind to write now, 
that we have so little matter, our whole discourse and enter- 
tainment being busied on the success of your aifaiis on 
that side, who go on very slowly, it seems, and keep not 
pace with our quick apprehensions, which will not con- 
ceive that it can be no otherwise, now the wars are come 
to that pass, that they are managed more by the spade 
than by the sword. We begin to misdoubt Breda ; upon 
what ground I know not, unless it be the remove of the 
prince from his first quarter. For if the corrantos say 
true, they are largely provided of all things necessary tc( 
hold out a long siege. But those that would seem to 
know moie than ordinary, make a question of it, and 
rather aflSrm the contiary ; and withal, I.iy a double charge 
upon his excellency, for giving the enemy so much time to 
accommodate himself, which at fiist might easily have 
been hindered ; and then for not disburdening the town 
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of their unprofitable people, if there were any fear or sus- 
picion of want. 

Touching the enterprise of Antwerp, it is no marvel if it 
did not succeed, seeing scant one of twenty such surprises 
hit right. Yet we must shoot our holt, and say, if it had 
been committed to any other but that dull nation, it had 
been m a fair way. Thus you see the greatest soldiers 
are subject to the vulgar’s opinion, who, with Phormio, 
dare undertake to read a lecture on war, even before 
Hambal. 

The prince and Duke of Buckingham went to Royston 
some ten days since. How welcome they were I know 
not, but they came before they were looked for. The 
Spanish agent was in show to get leave to recover the 
ordnance m the Dunkirker lost in the Downs ; but we 
say he came away without audience, by reason the king is 
pained with an ache in his arm or shoulder. 

The heat of Count Mansfeld’s employment is somewhat 
assuaged ; and I am deceived, but if we may live quietly 
at home, we shall not greatly caie how the woild goes 
abroad. 

The French match goes on by fits, and the Lord of 
Carli sl e grows SO Weary, that he hath written for leave to 
come home. The young lady is forward, and this week 
sent one over with her picture to the prince, and when 
any rub or stop comes in the way, she grows melancholy 
and keeps her chamber. 

The lord chief justice’s treasurership is at a stand. 
Some doubt he is not rich enough to give a fine, but others 
think a yearly rent might supply that turn. Sir Edward 
Bariett is in speech again to be vice-chambeilam, without 
any gratuity, more than the reversion of his land, as some 
say, after his own life and his lady’s, which were as good 
as a round sum of money. 

The lord keeper comes little at Westminster Hall this 
term, being troubled with the fluent disease of the time , 
which is a great hindrance of business, and to mine among 
the rest, which hangs still in suspense, and can get neither 
forward nor backward. 

On Monday, there was some translating of judges Sir 

I I 2 
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William Jones was called from the Common Pleas to the 
King’s Bench, and Sergeant Haivey was made judge, in 
place of Justice Chambeilain, who is to go back again 
into Wales, because the lord piesident and Sergeant 
Whitelocke cannot agree theie together. 

Upon the death of the Eail of Thomond,^ the govern- 
ment of Munster is like to light on Sir Edward Villiers, 
though Sir Richard Morrison have the reversion of it. 
But he is grown so weak, both in mind and body, that he 
is not held fit for such an employment. 

Secretary Calvert is still upon resigning, and one Cooke, 
master of Requests that w'as some time, or some way 
belonging to the Lord Brooke, is, in speech, to succeed 
him. 

I saw a strict proclamation, printed yesterday, in con- 
firmation of two or three former, for lords and gentlemen 
of quality to retire to their country dwellings ; which is 
thought to be somewhat a hard condition, for men to be, 
as it were, continually confined to their own houses ; and 
it is the way to beggar this town quite; which needs not, 
seeing here is so small appearance alieady, by reason of 
the sickness, which continues between SOO and 400 a 
week. 

Sir Arthur Ingram was fetched up by a pursuivant out 
of Yorkshire, where he was in all his glory, to answer an 
account about the alum mines, wherein he is found short 
to the value of £50,000 , which, if it fall foul upon him, 
is like to break his back. 

Ten or twelve of the king’s ships are making ready 
against January, with provision of victuals but for a 
month. We cannot guess for what purpose, unless it be 
to meet with our master, your Mayeners, seeing we can 
have no other reason at their hands. 


JbM Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, December 18, 1624 

The French ambassador went hence the last week ; the 
first night to Theobalds, the next to Royston, and so on 

^ Dermod, 6th baron He died Decembei 29, 1624. 
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Thursday was sennight to Cambridge, where they had 
audience the next day, both public and private. The 
articles were agreed and signed. The king, prince, Duke 
of Buckingham, and Secretary Conway only present ; the 
rest of the council, though almost all the great lords were 
there, not so much as called or inquired after. There 
should have been a comedy, but the shortness of the time, 
the king’s indisposition, and their hasting away, cut it oflP. 
Some disputations in philosophy there were, but of no 
great fame Many of the strangers had their grace to 
proceed Magutri in Artibus, Doctor es Theologice et Juris ; 
and m the crowd some English, among whom, I hear, 
your nephew Dudley is become a new Master of Arts. On 
Sunday, the ambassadors were feasted in the presence, by 
the prince ; for the king kept his bed. The rest of their 
retinue flined in the great hall at Trinity College, where 
the king lies, with the lords and council. They came 
back on Tuesday, and supped the next night with the 
lord keeper, where they had gieat entertainment, and 
choice chamber music, and in the church, wheie they 
heard three anthems sung by the best of the chapel and 
that choir, in rich copes and vestments, wherewith they 
seemed to be much pleased, till Mr. Treasurer^ somewhat 
unreasonably told them, he was glad to see them allow 
and approve so well of our service, and that upon their 
Christmas-day ; which put the little Mounsieur so out of 
countenance, to think that he had committed an error, 
that he sat sullen, and spake not a word all supper. On 
Thursday, they were feasted by the Earl of Warwick ; 
and that afternoon visited the Duchess of Richmond, 
who, to keep her state, and grace her audience, assem- 
bled all the ladies of her acquaintance. 

I cannot forget one good passage of hers, though not 
at that time, that in discourse of the Lady of South- 
ampton’s loss,® and how grievously she took it, she used 
this argument, to prove her own gnef was the greater, 
for, quoth she, I Uasphemed; a witty speech forsooth, and 
worthy to be put into the collection of the Lord of St. 

1 Sir Thomas Edmondes 

3 Henry, Earl of Southampton, had lately died m the Low Countries 
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Alban’s “ Apothegms,” newly set out this week, but with 
so little allowance or applause, that the world says his 
wit and judgment begins to draw upon the lees. He hath 
likewise translated some few psalms into verse or rhyme, 
which shows he giows holy towards his end. If I could 
meet with a fit messenger, you should have them both. 

The king lies still at Cambridge, for aught I hear, 
pained with the gout in his hands and arms. When he 
removes, it is appointed to Roystoii, and so northward. 

On Saturday, Sir James Ley was made lord treasurer, 
and the Earl of Montgomery and he sworn together of 
the council. We hear yet of no great alteration toward, 
save that hath changed his grave velvet nightcap into a 
golden coif. It is observed as strange, that we have four 
lord treasurers living at once, four lord chamberlains, four 
secretaries, three masters of the wards ; two keepers, or 
chancellors ; two admirals, if the Lord of Nottingham be 
not dead, as they say he is ; et sic de ceeteris in several 
places and offices. 

The new Countess of Sussex was said to be dead, as 
likewise the Countess of Oxford with you ; but we hear 
lately they are both upon recovery ; and the opinion of the 
Lady of Sussex’s being with child turned to a tympany. 

Sir Fulk Conway, brother to Mr. Secretary, having his 
house in Ireland burnt about his ears, by negligence in 
taking tobacco, and escaping the first fury of the fire, 
would needs venture in again to save certain writings or 
papers, but came so singed and stifled with the smoke, 
that he died presently, leaving better than ^!2000 land 
a-year in the country, to descend to Mr. Secretary, for 
aught we know. 

The Lady Purbeck is sick of the smallpox, and her 
husband is so kind, that he stirs not from her bed’s feet, 

I hear of a suit in Chancery ’twixt the Duke of Buck- 
ingham and his two brothers, about certain lands of the 
Lord Grey, made over to them in trust, as he says, but 
they understand it otherwise. The Lord North’s daughter 
is to be married to the Lord Dacres, which is no great 
fortune nor preferment for so fine a gentleman to have a 
widower, with two or three sons, at least. 
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We hear of gieat entertainment at Turin made to the 
Lady Wake, set down to an inch, being such as hath been 
seldom or never afforded to one of her quality ; but we 
must ever believe the last to be best. Our soldiers are 
marching on all sides to Dover. God send them good 
shipping and good success ’ But such a rabble of raw and 
poor lascals have not lately been seen, and go so unwil- 
lingly, that they must rather be diiven than led You 
may guess how base we are grown, when one that was 
pressed hanged himself for fear, or curst heart ; another 
ran into the Thames, and, after much debating with the 
constable and officers, when he could not be dismissed, 
drowned himself; another cut off all his fingers of one 
hand ; and another put out one of his eyes with salt. 

Sir William Brounker hath a difference with Count 
MansfeJd, whereupon he forsakes the service, and speaks 
not the best of him. 


To the Rev. Joseph, Mead. 

London, January 6, 1624-5 

On Friday last, the last come French ambassador who 
obtained the releasing out of prison all priests and Jesuits, 
went hence homewards. The same day, by commission, 
was held a college of the Knights of the Garter, the 
prince and others of them being in their robes, when, 
first, Duke Christian, of Brunswick, was chosen, ad- 
mitted, and invested into the noble order, dined with the 
king and prince, and on New Year’s-day, in the morning, 
departed hence towards Dover ; as did also the Earl of 
Lincoln on Monday last. 

There was likewise (I mean, on Friday) three other 
Companions of the Garter chosen, but not yet invested ; 
as namely, the Earls of Salisbury, Holderness, and Car- 
lisle, which last is daily looked for out of Fiance. 

It seems our soldiers are not yet this month to pass 
over into France. They are exceedingly unruly, which 
caused a commission to be sent thither for martial law 
upon exorbitant offenders. 

It IS said, there is a messenger sent hence unto the 
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archduchess at Brussels, to demand restitution of Franken- 
dale, and leave for our army to pass through her countries 
to the Palatinate. There he above 100 men at work in 
repairing the lodgings at Dover Castle. 

There is not yet any certainty when the duke^ goes 
into France ; but it is thought scarce yet these six weeks, 
if then. Howheit, we say, his grace makes exceeding 
great preparations for the journey, there being to accom- 
pany him six earls, ten barons ; and to attend him are 
100 gentlemen, to each of which he gives 56IOO for their 
furnishing (besides many voluntary knights and gentle- 
men, that are to depend upon his grace), twelve pages, 
twenty footmen, twenty or twenty-four sumpter hoises — 
the sumpters to be all covered with embroidered velvet, 
the half of red, the other of . 


John Chamberlain, Esq., to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, January 8, 1624-6 

I marvel how that rumour should rise, touching Tom 
Carew® and the Lady Smith, for I believe she scant knows 
him , for I never met him there, nor ever heard her, or 
any one about her, so much as mention him. But God 
hath provided better for her,® and I hear they live very 
kindly and lovingly together. 

The king kept his chamber all this Christmas, not 
coming once to the chapel nor to any of the plays, only 
in fair weather he looked abroad in his litter, to see some 
flights^ at the brook. 

The Duke of Brunswick went hence on New Year’s- 
day, after he had tarried just a week, and performed many 
visits to almost all our great lords and ladies, as the Lord 
of Canterbury, the lord keeper and the rest, not omitting 
Mrs. Bruce, nor the stage at Blaekfriars. The Duchess of 
Richmond admitted him with a proviso, that he must not 
offer to kiss her; but what was wanting in herself was 
supplied in her attendants and followers, who were all 

^ BuckiugBam* 

® Afterwards celebrated as a poet He was gentleman of the Privy Chamber, 
and sewer in ordinary to Charles I 

^ By her marriage with Bir Thomas Barrington ^ ^ Of hawks* 
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Mssed over twice in less than a quarter of an hour. We 
have much talk of the Diana of the Ephesians, and her 
magnificence in going to her chapel on Sunday last, at 
Ely House, to a sermon preached there by Dr, Balcanqual, 
where she had her closet and traverse, her four principal 
oflScers, steward, chamberlain, treasurer, and comptroller, 
marching before her in velvet gowns, with their white 
staves, three gentlemen ushers, two ladies that bare up 
her train, the Countess of Bedford and Montgomery fol- 
lowing with the other ladies two and two, with a great 
deal of other apish imitation But all this greatness will 
not bring down the Lady Hatton’s high stomach, but that 
she contests with her, and hath many questions about 
their bargains, and the house ; because she could not 
obtain the gallery to feast the Duke of Brunswick, he was 
fain to* do in an unhandsome lower room; but when it 
came to the dancing, they threatened to make their entry 
by force, and break open the doors, if they found them 
shut. The Duke of Brunswick cannot complain of his 
entertainment, which was every way complete; very good 
and gracious words from the king, with the honour of the 
Garter, and a pension of 5820OO a-year. The prince lodged 
him in his own lodgings, and at parting gave him sESOOO 
in gold, besides other presents. 

The Earl of Salisbu^ was made Knight of the Garter 
with him ; and I hear a third is sent to the Lord of Carlisle 
to content him, for that it was thought he lingered after 
home, and was somewhat earnest for leave for that purpose. 

We are still upon creations, and every week, almost, 
brings forth some new nobility. The Lord St. John, of 
Bletso, is made Earl of Bolingbroke, and Sir Francis 
Fane, of Westmoreland. And you would hardly believe 
what labour and vying there was for the precedency of a 
day. The lord treasurer is made Baron Ley, of Ley, in 
Somersetshire ; and Sir Edwin Hobart, in reward of his 
services, Baron of Castle Island, in Ireland. Sir Edward 
Barrett is to be vice chamberlain. The Lord of Cromwell 
is become an Irish Viscount of Lecale ; and rich Robarts,^ 

^ Sir Richard Robarts He was created Baron Robarts by the mflnence of Buck- 
ingham, who exacted ^10,000 from him 
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of Truro, in Cornwall, is to bo made lord of somewliat, and 
his son to marry Mis. Hill, one of the kindied.^ 

I hear of another that is to be made a great man 
shortly, that once within these seven years dreamed of no 
such matter. But men must not stand too much upon 
their merit and abilities, seeing preferment comes not 
always that way, but rather to those whose parts soit and 
agree best with the humour of the time. Secretary Cal- 
vert, they say, hath his dismission, but not empty-handed ; 
for John Cooke, it is thought, shall succeed him, who hath 
lately married an alderman’s widow. 

Our soldiers about Dover, and in their way thitherward, 
commit many foul outrages, and live, as they say, at dis- 
cretion ; and all the way, as they passed, spoiled, as if it 
had been in an enemy’s country, which was not wont to be 
so. But either our people are grown more barbarous, or 
there is no good order taken to provide for them. How- 
soever it be, it shows we are but young warriors, and there 
goes more to the furnishing and setting out of an army 
than bare pen and ink. We hear they have mutinied 
already, so that Count Mansfeld durst not show himself 
among them. He sent the last week for £20,000 more, 
over and above £55,000 he touched before, otherwise the 
action was marred, and he could not proceed. The king 
sent the letter to the council of war. What shift was 
made I know not, but it was provided and sent. We 
wish him gone, and in action, for many reasons, specially 
.that our men do not consume with doing nothing, as they 
have done with you this year in the Low Countries. 

We should have had a masque on Twelfthmght, but it 
was put off till to-morrow, and perhaps longer, or alto- 
gether, as it was the last year. The king goes on Monday 
to Theobalds or Hampton Court. This warm, mild weather 
makes our weekly bills continue high, about 220. 

Mrs. Jones, Ned Jones’s widow, died here the 1st of the 
month ; and the same day, one Kendrick, a proper mer- 
chant, and a bachelor, who hath given away two or three 
and thirty thousand pounds in legacies : £8000 to Read- 
ing, where he was born ; £5000 to Newbury; and £2400 

^ Of the Duke of Bockmgham 
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to his Company of Drapers ; £900 to the Merchant- Ad- 
venturers; 1810,000 to the repaiation of Paul’s; the rest 
to other good uses, kindred, and friends. 

I send you here certain verses of the Lord of St. Alban’s, 
and a paper of instructions from Sir Edward Scorie to a 
friend of his, to woo for him. I cannot directly say they 
were his, but they go about in his name, and agree very 
well with his humour and condition. 

Sir Isaac Wake and his lady are safely arrived at Venice, 
and Mrs. Apsley is to he married to her lord this next week 
at Eton. 

Mrs. Ashbumham,' a kinswoman of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, was mairied this day sevennight, at court, to Sir 
Edward Deering, of Kent. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, January 21, 1624-5 

Sir Robert Naunton hath not the title of secretaiy, as 
was said, but is master of the court of Wards, and restored 
to the council board. Sir Albeit Morton either hath the 
office or title of secretary, but is to go into France to be 
Leiger thither for three years. Mr. Gataker® is yet in the 
Fleet ; and, this day sennight, we had two lecturers sus- 
pended Mr Rowles for refusing to subscribe with the 
rest, and Mr Dennisson for maintaining that in Mr. Elton’s 
posthumous book about the lawfulness of private com- 
munions. 

^ Anne, daughter of Sir John Ashburnham 

® Mr Gataker himself, in his ** Discourse Apologetical” against William Lilly, 
printed at London, 1654, m quarto, page 5S, remarks, that he had been for a short 
time imprisoned in the Fleet whence, in the king’s absence, he was released by the 
Lari ol Manchtbttr, then pic'^idont of the privy council, through the mediation of 
Sir Charles Montagu, his loi d'ship s brother He adds, likewise, that he was after- 
wards, b} his majc'stj’s special command, for a longer time confined to his house, 
and so restiainei* tioni his pastoral employment, m reference to an epistle or preface 
prefixed to Mr Elton s catechism, published after Mr Elton’s decease, in which 
business, says he, ** others far greater than myself, even the archbishop himself, 
were aimed at ” 
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To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, January 28, 1624-5 

Here is not any speech when the duke goes over, nor I 
presume will he, till Sir George Goring’s return from 
France. The parliament is adjourned till March 15. The 
Archbishop of Spalatro, after his death, was burnt at Home. 
The Bail of Lincohu coming from Dover on Sunday night, 
was here in the morning after. The cause we know not, 
but probably upon the news of the desperate sickness, and 
since death, of the countess dowager,® or of his own lady,® 
Sir Robert Naunton, master of the court of Wards, is 
restored to the council board, and Sir Albertus Morton 
made one of the pnncipal secretaries of State, which may 
perhaps divert his other intended employment of going 
for three yeais Leiger into France, 

There is a warrant for a new press here of 2000 men ; 
the moiety of the city and liberties, the other in the out 
suburbs. And in remote places is a press for Ireland of 
substantial men for age and quality ; and, at the farthest, 
to be ready for embarking by the last of this month. 

At Salisbury, were eleven of the runaway soldiers con- 
demned, and some of them hanged. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

I heard it of some courtiers, that Gondomar’s sending 
his secretary was but a compliment, and that they do not 
think he will come at all, for he was expected within three 
days, and it is now three weeks since. 

Mr. Walter Montagu came on Monday from France, 
brought news that the Duke of Buckingham should be 
entertained by the French king for thirty days. Where- 
upon the duke, with a great part of the earls and lords 
which are to accompany him, are said shall set forward 
thither the next week. 


^ Tbeophilus Clmton, tbe fourth Earl of Lmcotn of that name 
s Elizabeth Ann, and daughter and co-heir of Sir Henry Knevit, of Charlton, in 
the bounty of Wilts, knt 

3 Bridget, daughter of William, Lord Viscount Say and S©Ie» 
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Murray, who killed Gibson, hath received his tnal at 
Surrey assizes, and it is found by the jury that he did it 
se defendendo. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stuteville. 

Christ College, February 5, 1624-5 

I cannot yet hear that Count Mansfeld is gone ; but 
this delay causeth strange conceits, yea,* and makes men 
talk wildly, that all our preparations will come to nothing, 
which they imagine at London the rather for that there 

having been now lately a piess in Surrey, when the 

lieutenant came to the council to know how to dispose of 
his men, they asked him, who bade him make such haste? 
He, showing his warrant, where was wiitten, “ Haste, haste 
for life,* they were silent, and bade him dismiss them till 
further order. This I was told by one that came out of 
London on Thursday , who added, withal, that they talk 
there that the council of war is made acquainted with 
nothing. But I suppose these tales are gathered up in the 
streets, and therefore I will yet, till I see the contrary, 
hope better. 

Some say there went a commission down to Mansfeld 
on Wednesday; whether they mean his commission for 
the landing and employing his forces I know not, but I 
think so. 


Rev. Thomas Lorhin to the Earls Carlisle and Holland, 

February 12, 1624-5 

I had despatched away this account two or three days 
sooner, but that I was partly in expectation of some farther 
order from court, and partly m hope of preventing the 
speed of any other by mine own diligence But as the 
former is like to frustrate, by the order La Riviere pre- 
tends to have received of delivering his majesty’s letter to 
the French king himself ; which, together with the copy 
enclosed, being put into my hands by Mr. Secretary Con- 
way late last night, comes now demanded by him this 
morning in Mr. Secretary’s name (though I refuse to give 
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it till I receive an express from his honour’s own mouth), 
so in the latter I find myself deceived, by being cast into 
such an intricate about your lordship’s supply, as I can see 
no sudden issue out. For though his majesty hath, upon 
my Lord of Buckingham’s recommendation, carefully soli- 
cited by Mr. Secretary, been pleased to grant a waiiant 
for 1012,000, the loid treasurer seconded it by another to 
the attorney, and he made his diaught for the signet and 
privy seal, yet this stops a little at the king’s signature ; 
and I find, besides, the Exchequer so empty, and the diffi- 
culties of getting money so great, as (notwithstanding all 
fair language my lord treasurer gives mo, and that cordial, 
I think, and such as deserves your lordship’s thankful 
acknowledgments) I fear somewhat the expedition. Yet 
to redeem my providence as much time as may be, I am 
busy in the interim with the mei chants to stipulate for the 
return, requires a new care, since (as the exchange goeth, 
and especially for the quick remitting of so great a sum) 
I apprehend much loss. 

This being premised, by way of excuse, I leave your 
lordship's particular, and come unto the public. Wherein, 
first for Mansfield’s business, you may please to understand 
how his majesty was content with a very short account, 
because it was fully determined before I came. So that 
all which remains for your lordship to do in this point is, 
as far as I can learn from his grace, to press what is pos- 
sible the hastening away of the cavalry to join with the 

infantry till it be — how well soever the family shall be 

composed, and the dispensation cleared, which will be 
your lordship’s second task — the noble duke intends not to 
stir from hence. 

For the word Ltberti in the escript parUcuher, his ma- 
jesty is pleased to leave that to your Lordships’ discretion, 
and will think it a good piece of service, if you can obtain 
that be rased out : yet would not by any means that it 
should be pressed, to cause any ill blood or bad coriespon- 
dence between the two crowns ; for that were to destroy 
part of his design, which aims not only at a marriage, but 
an amity. And this will do well to be cherished by a 
friendly closure of the business, so to sweeten any little 
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harshness that may have passed in the precedent negotia- 
tion And to this resolution his majesty is the rather 
swayed by the judgment he makes of the value of the 
word, which, being merely relative to what was meant in 
contemplation of the treaty with Spam, carried with it a 
great deal more show than substance. It is in effect the 
charge I received from his majesty’s own mouth, to deiive 
unto your lordships. And, to speak truth, much cannot 
be expected from any thing that is concluded in that 
relative form, since your lordships can remember, that 
the commissioners pleaded for it by this argument, that 
they know not how little they obtain thereby, the bounds 
being locked up in his majesty’s own breast, and desired 
it rather as a colour to content the Pope, than for any 
great tie they thereby pretended to fasten upon the king. 

The speedy accomplishment of Monsieur D’Effiat’s [de- 
sire] will give great content, and is specially recommended 
by his grace to your lordships’ care I think there cannot 
be a more poweiful argument to enforce it than from the 
transcendent expression of kindness which his majesty’s 
letter imports, to persuade to a reciprocal demonstration 
of affection, and that as in other more essential points, so 
in this, of sending the ribbon to his majesty, that he may 
gratify the ambassador therewith. There yet remains one 
commission, which I am to deliver from my lord duke to 
both your lordships jointly, that is in his name to desire 
you to quicken, as far as cleanly and handsomely you may, 
the performance of a purpose, which he is informed that 
king (and either the queen-mother or the cardinal) hath, 
of presenting his grace with pictures ; which will be made 
more welcome, if they come before his journey, than if they 
follow after. 

I shall only add this for news, that Sir Albertus Morton 
is sworn secretary. That the cardinal denies, in a letter 
to Monsieur D’Effiat, what your lordships advertised about 
the consultation and resolution touching the prince’s lecep- 
tion, in case his highness should pass over into France ; 
and desires to know the author of that imposture — ^that is 
his term. What farther passed betwixt the ambassador 
and me upon this subject, I shall reserve till I have the 
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honour to attend your lordships, when I shall acquit myself 
of a great many other particular commands to either. 

I had forgot to let your lordships know how infinitely 
satisfied his majesty and highness are with Madame’s kind 
reception of the present, and the demonstrations of her 
affection upon that occasion. 

I come now from Mi. Secretary, with whom pleading 
against the delivery of your letter to La Riviere, he silenced 
me, by showing me a commandment undei the duke’s own 
hand, now thereto, as it is like, by the suit of the ambas- 
sador, that thereby he might the better facilitate his own 
affairs. 

From Denmark, there came news yesternight, as good 
as his majesty’s own heart could wish. The particulars I 
cannot learn. I may not omit one thing, which both my 
lord duke and Mr. Secretary recommend, that, m any future 
negotiations with the ministers, your lordships trust not to 
words only, but procure it under their own handwriting. 


John Chamherlain, JEsq., to Szr Dudley Carleton. 

London, February 12, 1624-6 

Matters for the most part go here so untowaidly, that I 
take no pleasure in the remembrance, much less in the 
blazing them abroad, or continual complaining, which 
might seem to savour of some malignant humour, or of a 
malcontent. But the mam hindrance [to my correspon- 
dence of late] indeed, was the continual care and travel 
I took in following a suit in Chancery, which had almost 
weaned my body, my mind, my purse, and my friends ; 
but I thank God I had a final end of it this day sevennight, 
which, though it was not altogether as I wished, yet it 
was such as I will not greatly complain of, seeing I am 
rid and released from a great deal of trouble, with so little 
loss as for 30567 to go away with 30400. And I do bear 
it the better, because I observe the course of that court to 
be seldom to give any man alibis pretentions and demands. 
And in truth I am so little partial to myself or mine own 
cause, that I found it in mine own judgment cos pour amy, 
as Montaigne speaks, so as ray lord might have leaned to 
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the other side with equal show of justice and equity ; hut 
rather because it hath been foiled with ill handling, so as 
I account it now out of the fire 

I doubt not but you have heard of the Lady Purbeek 
and her fair issue; which business hath exercised this 
whole town now a good while, and will pose all that deal 
in it, if she stick well to her tackling, and maintain her 
ground that it is her husband’s, specially if he continue to 
avow it, as they say he doth. There be many passages 
too long to recite, but this must not be omitted, that the 
Lady of Suffolk gives out her son Robert,' the reputed 
father, to be insufiieient, and so not liable to such a 
scandal The young lady is kept somewhat straitly, so 
that none of her friends or acquaintance come near her • 
yet she carries herself with such resolution, that she shows 
herself io be her mother’s own daughter 

The lord president’s son, young Montagu, hath buried 
his wife, who hath left him a little daughter. The Lady 
Cope is become a widow again by the death of Sir Thomas 
Fowler ; but whether she hath gained or lost by the bar- 
gain, I cannot learn. Sir William Clarke is gone at last, 
though at great leisure I hear not of any great legacies, 
blit left all in a manner to his son Will, that is out of 
danger of being a ward. Would you think, that in his 
greatest weakness, means was made with some importu- 
nity, that he should marry the French Lady Cary ? But 
he had the grace to hold out. 

The Archbishop of Armagh, Dr. Hampton, is lately 
dead, and Di Usher, Bishop of Meath, made lord primate, 
in his place. Sir Edward Villiers is to go shortly into 
Ireland, to be Lord President of Munster The lord de- 
puty, it IS thought, shall not tarry there long. Justice 
Winch, of the Common Pleas, died the last week of an 
apoplexy ; and yesterday, Sir George, or Sergeant Crooke, 
is made judge in his room. On Thursday, Sir Randolph 
Crew was sworn lord chief justice of the King’s Bench, 
which was deferred so long that the lord treasurer 
might have the dividend and benefit of this term. It is 
said that Sir John Suckling is to resign to Sir John 
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Butler his place of comptrollei, for £5000, that cost him 
£7000. 

Secretary Conway is here in town, and hath not been at 
court since the king went, whatsoevoi the matter is. Tliey 
say he shall shortly be made a lord, oi a viscount, or more. 
Sir Albert Morton is not yet lotuined fioni Neiimaiket, 
though 1 hear he be swoin, and hath the seals delivered 
him by Sir George Calvert, who had £3000 of linn, and 
IS to have as much inoie, somewhcic, besides an lush 
barony, for himself, or where he list to bestow it, for his 
benefit 

Young Hungorford is made a baron en pai/a7it ; for this 
IS the true Golden Age, no penny, no pater nos'fcr 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead , 

London, February 18, J 624-6 

Sir Robert Howard^ is said to be, by the lord chief 
justice, committed close prisoner to an alderman’s 
house ; and it is thought to be about Lady Purbeck’s 
business 

Last Lord’s-day, after the sermon at the Cioss, was 
Mr. Elton’s book on the Commandments, and a little book 
of Mr. Dennison’s, burnt for containing schismatical 
doctrine of the Lord’s-day and administration of the 
sacrament 


John Ohamherlatn, Esq., to Sir Diidleij Caideton. 

liondon, February 2C), 1621-6 

Lord Belfast died on the l.Sth, who hath left a great 
estate of land and goods in Ireland, whereto Sir Edmund 
Chichester, his youngest brother, succeeds. IIis govern- 
ment, with one of his companies of horse and foot, are 
given to one Hamilton, a Scottish man ; his other com- 
pany of horse, to a young son of the lord deputy’s; 
whereas, such charges were more fit for men of service and 
experience in a kingdom so fickle and ready to revolt. 

^Knight of the Bath, fifth sou of Thoiuas, Earl of Norfolk, by Elimbeth, 
daughter and co-heir to Sir Henry Knevit, of Charlton, m Wilts, knight* 
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Yet it seems we hope bettei of them, if it be true that 
IS said, that Viscount Rochford is named to succeed the 
new lord deputy. 

The Lady Purbeck, with her young son, and Sir 
Robert Howaid, are committed to the custody of several 
aldermen, Barkham and Fieeman, tobe close kept When 
she was carried to Sergeant’s Inn, to be examined by the 
new loid chief justice and others, she said she marvelled 
what those poor old cuckolds had to say to her There is 
an imputation laid on her, that with powder and potions 
she did intoxicate her husband’s brains, and practised some- 
what, 111 that kind, upon the Duke of Buckingham This 
they say is confessed by one Lambe,* a iiotoiious old 
rascal, that was condemned the last summer, at the King’s 
Bench, foi a rape, and arraigned some yeai or two before 

at WoBcestei, for 'bewitching my Lord Windsor’s . 

I see not what the fellow can gam by his confession, but 
to be hanged the sooner. Would you think the Lady 
Hatton’s stomach would stoop to go seek hei Lord Coke, 
at Stoke, for his council and assistance in this business ^ 
She hath another cross, likewise of late, that upon hei 
continual clamour and complaint, how she was straitened 
in her lodgings at Hatton House, and what a bargain 
the Duchess of Richmond had of it, with offer to take 
it again ; the duchess taking her at her woid, hath 
left it on her hand; whereby she loseth i6l500 a-year 
during her life, besides £6000 the duchess pretends to 
have of her, which was given for a fine, and bestowed 
in walls, walks, and other repaiations. 

We hear that Man.sfield’s troops are almost half staived. 
If it be so, majm jpeccafum hahenf, that should have made 
better provision, and taken better order for them. It will 
quite discourage our people to be thus sent to the slaughter , 
or rather to famine and pestilence. The time hath been, 
when so many English as have been sent into those parts, 
within these six or eight months, would have done some- 
what, and made the world talk of them. But I know not 
how, we that have been esteemed in that kind more 
than other nations, do begin to grow by degrees less 
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than the least, when the basest of people in matter of 
courage dare brave and trample upon us I have known 
the time, when they duist not have oifoied the least of 
those indignities we have lately svv allowed and endured 
But they presume upon our patience and somewhat else;* 
otherwise they would have showed some resentment, or 
given some sign of their dislike of such baiharous ciuelty ® 
by some notoiious example upon the authois and actors, 
and not sulFer the chief instrument, the fiscal, to walk up 
and down Amsterdam untouched, without anything said to 
him, as we hear he doth, and turn us over for satisfaction 
till the return of I know not whom, out of the Indies, God 
knows when. But they are every way too cunning for 
us, and know that clii lia tempo, ha rzta ; and understand 
every way to the wood. But now, forsooth, here be letters 
of marque given out against the East Indian Company. 
But I doubt our ships will see them, and not see them, and 
upon far-fetched considerations foi bear . But fiat j ustitza, 
et mat mundm I am the longer in this and more earnest, 
for more reasons than one, specially (which I cannot dis- 
semble) that you are taxed to be somewhat tepido in the 
business; and withal, for that I see they have almost lost 
the hearts of their best fiiends heie, which then country- 
men heie peiceive well enougii, and apprehend too much, 
so far forth, as to fear some ill May-day (which God foi- 
bid) And theiefore infoimed the council, last week, of 
divers ill presages, among the rest, of a sermon newly 
printed, but made long since by one Wilkinson , which I 
know not what relation it can have to this late accident 
(for I have not read it), but the epistle or prefiice, made 
by a minister, is bitter enough ; then there is a play, or 
representation of all the business of Amboyne, ready to 
be acted, and a laige picture made for our East Indian 
Company, describing the whole action in manner and 
form "i^^ereiipon, the council gave order that the picture 
should be suppressed, the play forbidden, and the book 
called in ; and withal, for a strong watch of 800 men 
extraordinary, against Shrove-Tuesday, to see the city be 
kept quiet. 

i The notorious cowardice of ®At Amboyoa 
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Indeed, your magmfico of Venice^ sends you great news 
of his reception, as much as if I should detail to you the 
lord mayor’s going to Paul’s with his torches, on Candle- 
mas-day Such another piece of work I have from him, 
of his grace, wherein there is not a woid of his wife, 
my ancient valentine ; which I will take leisure to answer. 

Our parliament is like to hold on the 15 th of the next 
month. 

Sir George Calvert, or Lord Baltimore (which is now his 
title), IS gone into the North, with Sir Tobie Matthew ; 
which confirms the opinion, that he is a bird of that 
feather. 

On Thursday, Sir Thomas Wentworth,^ of Yorkshire, 
mairied the younger daughter of the Earl of Clare 

We hear that Gondomar hath lately sent a man of his 
own wrth a packet to the king, who, as they say, of 
late receiveth and readeth all despatches fiom ahioad. 

The Eail of Biistol comes to town this night, having 
taken Sir Thomas Watson’s house, at Westminster, though 
the common voice assigned him another lodging. But it 
is said now, the king will have him shortly reconciled to 
the prince, and the Duke of Buckingham, without any 
repetition of former matters Posts run continually ’twixt 
us and France; but no fuither conclusion hitheito than 
was almost four months since ; the reason whereof is 
said to be, for that the dispensation is clogged with un- 
reasonable conditions ; and withal, the French would 
have the king and council all sworn to observe articles. 
God send all for the best; but mas Helena tanti, and I 
should be sorry to see us brought so low as to accept 
whatever is imposed. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 4, 1624-5 

On Saturday came hither the Earl of Bristol, who, it is 
said, shall be reconciled to the duke. That day also came 

^ SirXsaac Wake 

2 One of the celebaties of the follawmg reign Known m hibtory the EarJ of 
Strafford 
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Gondomar’s secrotaiy, \MtIi letters from his master to his 
majesty, the prince, duke, &.e. It is said, the letters im- 
port he bungs peace and the Palatinate’s in his pocket, ami 
desiics safe conduct with one of the king’s ships to fetch 
him from Calais, as also to have a house appointed for 
him; and that ho writes meinly to the duke, that wdien 
he comes they must fight, hut the place of their meeting 
shall be lus grace’s own gallery. 

On Saturday here, likewise, was the highest spring-tide 
that m thirty or forty ycais hath been remembered, 
whereby much hurt is done here iu merchandize, and along 
the river ou both sides in cattle 

Sir Humphrey Tufton,' and Mr. Murray, of the prince’s 
bedchamber, brother to his highness’s late secretary, 
meeting on the same Saturday ui St. George’s h'’ields, to 
fight upon a falling out at a stage-play, they by*consent 
departed without fighting till some other time, when they 
might do it privately, and none see them The reason 
was, that Tufton, having first appointed with seconds, 
afterwards sent word it should be single ; yet came Mr. 
Gibson, another Scotsman, the king’s servant, a skilful 
cannoner, and who had in reversion the mastei -gunneiship 
of England, and should have been Mi Muriay’s second 
into the field, walking a good way off to observe the event, 
and wherefore Tufton would not then fight, lest he might 
be wronged so Tufton went thence one ivay, and Murray 
another. Unto whom Gibson came ; reproached him (Mur- 
ray) for not fighting ; said he had shamed his nation , that 
his sirname should ever hereafter in all men’s mouths be 
eoioard , diew secretly his sword , and thrust Miiiray 
through both lus cheeks. Ilereupoii Muriay also drew, 
and thrust Gibson into the belly ; who, before be fell, 
gave Murray two wounds in the body. Gibson died that 
night; and Murray, not desiring to live, died also on 
Tuesday following, at night. 

Furthermore, on Saturday came Mr. Maynwaring, or 
Manning, the prince’s servant, unto Mi. Palmer’s, at 

^ Of Bobmg, and the Moat, near Maid<?tone, Kent, Knt and Bart » -who died 
m October, lb39, aged seventy six He was thud son oi Sir John 'ruttoiu Bart , 
and brother of Sir Nicholas, created Lord Tufton m lh26, and Kail of fhanet m 
1628 
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London Bridge, as he often used to do. After awhile he 
went into a chamber, made fast the door at the inside, 
took a wainscot frame out of the window, stripped himself 
naked, laid aside his lings, leaped into the Thames and 
was drowned, whose coipse is not found The cause of 
his desperation is diveisely spoken of 

On Monday, Dr. Piideaux, vice-chancellor of Oxford, 
having, at the Earl of Montgomery’s lodging, near the 
Cockpit, bestowed three days in catechizing the young 
Lord Dormer^ and the Lady Anne Herbert,® and the last 
Sunday administered the Lord’s supper unto them, then 
married them by special licence of the archbishops ; of 
which young lord much good is conceived, though his 
mother be an absolute recusant, and his other brother like 
to prove so, if any thing at all. 

On Tuesday, between one and two in the morning, died 
the Lord Marquis of Hamilton, not without suspicion of 
poison, as is said ; because after death his whole body, 
with neck, face, head, swelled exceedingly, and was 
stiaugely spotted. The young lord was then so danger- 
ously sick also at the Countess of Bedford’s, at More® 
Park, that he could not come unto his father before his 
death. 


Rev. Joseph Mead to Sir Martin Stutemlle 

Christ College, March 5, 1624-6 

The enclosed will tell you, that my Lord Belfast is 
gone. The same letter tells us, that Gondomar is coming 
for England, hath already sent his secretaiy to the king for 
a safe conduct Great talk is of him ; and some men’s dif- 
fidence so great, that they think theie is no bulwai'k 
strong enough against him, but that he will mar all. 

The drum beats at London for voluntaries, to leinforce 
our companies that went last summer 

I send you the process against Spalatro, sent in a letter 
from Rome to my lord archbishop but something more 

* Robert, afterwai ds Earl of Carnarvon 

® Anna Sophia, eldest daughter of Philip, Earl of Montgomery, and aftei wards 
Pembroke, by bis hrst wife, Susan, daughter of Edwaid, Earl of Oxford 

^ Near Ricksmansworth, in Hertfordshire, the seat of Lucy, Countess of Bedford. 
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than IS there. A friend of mine had a letter from Italy 
of the same business, which, tells, that Spalatro being put 
into the inquisition, and expecting his trial, which would 
have gone hard with him, by a preventing giace he was 
allowed to (he , that is, w'as poisoned by way of favour. 


John CJiamheTla%7i, Esq , to Sir Dudley Cai leton. 

London, March 12, 1624"5 

I have not heard of your nephew Dudley since Sunday 
was sevennight , that he went to Shore Park, to the Lady 
of Bedfoid’s, and thence was to go the next day to Theo- 
balds for his despatch, which should not be long a-doing. 
But I marvel the more, that the Duke of Buckingham 
having been here in town twice or thrice in this space, he 
hath not appeared, nor any woid of him ^ 

The day I wiote last being the 25th of February, here 
happened a great disaster, by reason of highest tide that 
hath been known in the memory of man, which did great 
harm in Thames Street, and all along the river side, inso- 
much that Westminster Hall was full three feet in water 
all over. But the greatest loss we hear of is the drown- 
ing of the maishes, and oveithiowing the walls in Kent, 
Essex, Lincolnshiie, Yoikshire, and other places near the 
sea, to an exceeding desolation, which had been more if 
it had fallen out in the night, as it did in the day-time, 
whereby they had means to save then cattle, and such 
other like goods. 

The Marquis Hamilton died on Ash-Wednesday rnoining, 
of a pestilent fever, as is supposed, though some suspect 
poison, because he swelled immeasurably after he was (lead 
in his body, but specially his head. Upon the opening of 
both, the physicians saw no signs of any such suspicion, but 
ascribe the swelling to some malign oi venomous humour 
of the smallpox, or such like, that might lie hid. Four 
nights afterwards his body was carried, with much com- 
pany and torchlight, to Fisher’s Folly, his house without 
Bishopsgate, there to be conveyed into Scotland. He is 
much lamented as a veiy noble gentleman, and the flower 
of that nation. The Papists will needs have him one of 
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theirs, which neither appeared in his life nor in his death, 
that we can anyway learn ; but it is no new thing with 
them to raise such scandals and slanders The council- 
table will have a miss of him ; and the Lord Belfast, who 
went cheerfully away, and said he was never more willing 
to live than he was now to die, as foreseeing a rum not to 
be avoided but by a miracle 

This hath, been a dismal year to great men by the loss 
of two dukes, four earls, and I know not how many lords ; 
besides a numbei of our citizens of the best rank. 

The Duchess of Richmond is letired from Hatton House 
to the other pait of Ely House, where she hath her Lenten 
sermon as oiderly thrice a- week, as they are at Whitehall, 
and with as much vaiiety of pieachers. 

The Lady Purbeck’s business is come to this pass, that 
all mairters of soicery, witchcraft, and the like, being let 
fall, she IS only prosecuted for incontinency in the spiiitual 
court and high commission, where she hath taken her oath 
to answer certain ai tides But Sir Robert Howard would 
by no means be induced to sweat ; whereupon, he was 
committed close piisoner to the Fleet. On Thursday, 
they were both convented again befoie the commission eis 
at Lambeth, where Sir Robert persisted m his former 
resolution, and withal claimed the privilege of a parlia- 
ment man, which, I think, was yielded to. She was willed 
to put in bail, or go to prison, for that Alderman Barkham 
desired to be rid of his charge She answered, that, if he 
were weary of her, she was not weary of him, wheie she 
found so good usage. But, for putting in of bail, she said 
she knew not how to do it, her friends having so forsaken 
her, that she doubted whether they would do it Then she 
desired she might have counsel, which being granted, she 
req lined the Lord of Buckingham would give her money to 
fee them ; for she had nothing, nor knew where to have 
any. This was the sum of what passed then, and they 
were to appear there again this day. I doubt she hath a 
hard task in hand, and that she will find summum sus, 
though they give her good words to draw her to con- 
formity. 

On Shrove-Monday, the Lord Dormer was married to 
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the Lord of Montgomery’s daughter; and wo talk of a 
marriage towaids, ’twixt the Bail of Warwick and Aider- 
man Holliday’s widow. 

Sii Thomas Richardson and Sir Thomas Crew are be- 
come the king’s seijcants, in lieu of Sir Randolph Crew 
and Judge Ciooko 

The Fiencli match is still ni/hhus, and few or none 
know yet what to judge of it, for oni gieat ambassadors 
themselves arc said to wiito contradictories. In the iiieaii 
tune, they lay it on, and we as ill idle of expense as if 
we were lords of the Indies, or as if the cause weie to be 
won by bravery. Villoauxclerc, that was lately here, is 
said to do ill offices, and to press points that amount to a 
toleration, in confidence that we are so far engaged, that 
wo must yield to anything. Wat Montagu is sent away 
with some resolution, which, what effect it will produce 
we shall see hereafter; but sure the proceeding gious 
cold, after so many bonfires, unless Gondemar’s coming 
quicken the business. A ship of the king’s and a pinnanco 
are making ready to fetch him at St. Sebastian’s ; and 
there is a whispering that he comes not unwelcome or un- 
sent for. 

Secretary Conway is somewhat off the books, as the 
voice goes, and will shortly retire to his government in the 
Isle of Wight, with a title of Viscount Newport, or, as 
some say, to be Deputy of Ireland, and Sir John Coke is 
in speech to succeed him. But these are idle rumours 
that lun up and down with little or no ground ; yet, if it 
should so fall out, these sudden preferments would be held 
but slippery places. 

The king was overtaken on Sunday with a tertian ague, 
which continues yet, but without any manner of danger, 
if he would suffer himself to be ordered and governed by 
physicians’ rules. 


To the Rev. Joseph Mead. 

London, March 18, 1624 5* 

Mr. Montagu, the Lord Mandeville’s son, is returned 
from Paris, and, as report goes, with pleasing news, as 
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tuat the French king desires only a little forbearance till 
Ins messenger return, that went back to Rome with the 
Pope’s dispensation and our king’s exceptions to it, which, 
if the Pope expuige and clear, it is well , otherwise, the 
French king will, nevertheless, proceed without it. And 
about the middle of April, to have her either set forward 
or before Hereupon, I hear, they begin again this week to 
go on with the finishing of the new chapel at St. James’s, 
and to make it ready for the lady 

It IS said. Count Gondomai’s secietaiy was denied one 
of oui king’s ships to fetch his master, but had a safe con- 
duct for his secuie coming hithei by sea, and is therefore 
gone to Plymouth, theie to hire a ship for that purpose. 
His coming is said to be only a new overture for the 
Palatinate’s restitution and retaining of trade between us 
and Spam; but surely withal, of purpose to procure more 
delays, till all their forces may be made ready 

The pieparations of our great fleet, and of eight good 
warlike ships manned here, to be sent unto the French 
king (one of them being our king’s), goes on amain 
Ills majesty’s tertian is said yet to continue.’ 


John Ghamherlain, Esq , to Sir Dudley Carleton. 

London, March 23, 1624-5 

Your nephew Dudley came from court on Tuesday night, 
and yesterday I had only a sight of him The despatch of 
your business holds him longer than he looked for , but I 
was ever of opinion it could not be done in haste, as well 
for other reasons, as for that the Earl of Biistol is not 
resigned, nor is not to come to town, whatsoevei I heard 
or wiote, till he be sent for, or till the next term, at 
soonest. The Duke of Buckingham prepares for Fiance 
with all speed ; for Wat Montagu hath biought woid that 
all IS there in gieat forwaiduess, and assuuuice given that 
the young lady should bo ready to be delivered at the end 
of thirty days from his parting, which time was taken to 
send to Rome for the qualifying the dispensation in some 
points. And whether it should succeed oi no, the match 

^ Some say be bath fits of ten honi'^ long ” — Note of Mi Mead 
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was to proceed mi jour noniwe. But the king’s indis- 
position may kinder our haste, if his fits leave him not the 
sooner , for, though they grow less and less, yet I do not 
think the duke will leave him till he see him perfectly 
recovered, whereof there is great hope, but no assurance ^ 

I hear no more of Secretaiy Conway’s retiring, but all 
things go on as they did ; only Sir Humphrey May is come 
in as a pietender or competitor to Sir John Coke. 

Would you think, oiu old friend Fabntio puts in for it 
likewise ; or, if he miss that, to he Dean of Canterbury, 
wherein he hath neither show or pretext, but that his 
great uncle,® a civilian, was so before him. But the pre- 
sent dean must be better provided for before these projects 
can be accomplished. 

The Lady Purbeck’s business possesseth the high com- 
mission very much every week, wherein she acquits»horsel\f 
reasonably well hitheito On Thursday last, one Bem- 
bridge, a servant of the Lord of Canterbuiy’s, was com- 
mitted for speaking m her behalf, and how haidly she wais 
used, to one of hei adverse proctors, who, complaining 
presently, he was sent away, and she called him one of heji’ 
martyis Sii Robert Howard was excommunicated openly 
at Paul’s Cross, on Sunday last, for contempt in lefusing 
to answer. The Earl of Anglesey* is become the prosecutor 
of this cause, and all goes now in his name. 

^ He died on the 2'7th of March ® Dr Nicholas Wotton 

® Brother-m-law to the Lady Purbeok 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 


Page 2, line 24 — Bndaeus, the learned Frenchman ’* 

Ouillaume Bade, the author of a translation of Plutarch, the treatise “ De Asse, 
and “ Conimentani Linguse Grascse ” He was secretary and libiarian to Franc 
the First, and died in 1540, at the age ot seventy-thiee 

Page 9, eighth line from bottom — “ The Archbishop of Spalato,’* 

It should be “ Spalatro,” this error occurs m several places 

Pa^ 26, twelfth line from bottom — “ The Lord Stanhope’s daughter ” 
This lady was Catherine, daughter of John Lord Stanhope, of Harrington H« 
husband, a baronet, was advanced to the Irish peerage on the 29th of June, 161! 
as Viscount Cholmondeley, of Kells, and subsequently, for military services durin 
the Civil Wars, was created Baron Cholmondeley and Eailof Leicester He die 
October 2, 1659 


Page 47, line 12 — “ Archbishop Whitgift ” 

John Whifcgift wa-> born at Great Grimsby, Lincolnshire, m 1530, and having bee 
educated for the Church at Cambridge, where he was Professor of Divinity an 
Vice Chancellor, he became chaplain to Queen Elizabeth, and subsequently, nsin 
fi om one preferment to another, became Archbishop of Canterbury He died i 
Februaiy, 1603-4 


Page 47, line 15—“ Mr Hooker ” 

Richard Hooker, the well known author of “ I he Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, 
a work wiitten to defend the Reformed Church of England from, the attacks of tb 
Puritans He died November 2, 1600 

Page 71, fourth line of note 
After •“ iniquity” introduce “ disclosed ” 

Page 204, line 3 — “ My lord mayor’s daughter, married that morning to my Loi 

Effingham ” 

Charles Howard, afterwards second Earl of Nottingham, took for his secon 
wife Mary, eldest daughter of Sir William Cockayne He died in 1642 

Page 219, line 19 — “ Sir John Suckling ” 

Father of the poet He was member for Norwich, and afterwards comptrolh 
of the household 

Page 231, ninth line from bottom — “ The Earl of Lincoln ” 
Theophilus, fourth earl, a zealous Royalist during the Civil Wars He was 
Knight of the Bath, and officiated as carver at the coronation of Charles tb 
Second He died m 1667 
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Page 259, seventh line from bottom — Mi Selden 
John Selden, the eminent antiqnaiian scholar, authoi ot Titles of Hononi,” 
and other works He subsequent!) came ioiwaid very prominently m the pio- 
ceedmgs of the House of Commons m the leigns of Jaineb, Charles, and duung 
the Piotectoiate He died m Iboi 

Page 287, line 10 — “ Michael Jan son *’ 

Coinchus lanson, a celebrated Dutch portiait paintei, who was much pationi7cd 
m England at thi^ penod He atteiwaids letuined to his native cit), Amstc rdam, 
wheie he died in IbbO 

Page 307, seventeenth line from bottom — “ Sn Richaid Hawkins 
Son ot Sit luhn Hawkins, one of the comniandeis who defeated the Spanish 
Armada, in which Sii Richaid also distinguislutl hnnseli, and snlHCcpiently in- 
eie«iscd his leputation by his bold attacks on the Spanish scttlenumts in Ameina 
He wrote “ Obseivatiuns ot Sii Richaid Hawkins, Knight, in his Voyage to tlic 
South Sea AD 1593” 

Page 388, line The Kmd Vaughan ” 

Sir lohn Vaughan, who had lecentlybecn cieated Baion Vaugimn, m the lush 
peeiage, which was tollowed by the title ot the Earl of Caibeiry 

Page 422, twenty seventh line from bottom-— “ The Lord Annans ” 
Viscount Annan, afterwards Eail of Annamiale. He was maslei of the hoi se 
and gentleman of the bedchamber to the king He died in 1040 Rt p 143, 
second line, by mistake he is called ** Lord Auan ” 

Page 434, sixth line fiom bottom — Bethlehem Gabor ” 

Bethlem Gabor, a successful military adventurer, who became Prince of Tran- 
sylvania and King of Hungary He was an ally of the Elector Palatine m bia 
contest for the crown of Bohemia, but without advantage to either He died in 1629 

Page 453, fifth line from bottom — “ Sir George Chaworth ” 

Afterwards created Baron and Viscount Chaworth 

Page 487, line 14 — “ Sir William Brounckcr ’ 

Afterwards Baron Brounckei, gentleman of the pi ivy chambf»i to Charles I , and 
vice chamberlain to his son when Prince of Wales He died m 1645 

Page 506, line 15 — Wat Montagu ” 

Second son of the Earl of Manchester He was much employed in foreign 
missions m the following reign, but having embraced the Catholic religion, and 
become very zealous m the seivice of Henrietta Maria, he was banished the realm 
by vote of parliament m ISd*? 


THE END 


r, 2an . Tiiater to H E Ik Flint© Albert, En{Hxl 



